
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Fifth Sunday of Easter                                        May 15, 2022     

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter the King-

dom of God.” Many folks really work very hard to circumvent diffi-

cult situations. We prefer the easier way around something, rather 

than risk inconvenience, hurt or prolonged suffering. It’s no wonder 

euthanasia is rapidly becoming acceptable around the world. 

Through purely human eyes, there is no issue bypassing the inevita-

ble, taking control and bringing things more swiftly to a place of 

peace. If this is the way God sees things, then why does Jesus make 

such a big deal helping us understand the experience of suffering 

and embrace it? God’s wisdom clearly takes us in another direction. 

 

Imagine if we were able to eradicate ALL hardship and suffering. 

Where would we be? As we look at our own journeys, many of our 

solid more growth producing life lessons have been born of suffering, 

disappointment, inconvenience, darkness, and despair. There is 

something sacred about all of these experiences as God uses them 

to create something new. Envisioning a life without hardship and 

suffering brings us to a vision where everything is flat-lined and dull. 

As much as hardship and suffering are difficult crosses to bear, not 

taking them up runs the risk of us becoming shallow, empty, and 

lifeless. Helen Keller remarks that, “a happy life consists not in the 

absence but in the mastery of hardships.” What an incredibly wise 

insight! Many really successful people and saints were brought to 

their station in life because they suffered. Suffering teaches us about 

what’s important and propels us to search the depths of our souls for 

resources and strength we never would have known before.  

 

This is especially true when we love as Jesus asks us to love. Love, 

perhaps above any other experience, can cause us great hardship, 

pain, and suffering especially when it’s authentic and unconditional. 

While it can thrust us into an incredible experience of God and life 

on one hand, it can bruise and wound us deeply on the other. Mas-

tering the art of love is the secret to living life well, walking in the 

presence of God and investing in the joy of the Gospel. Love and 

suffering walk hand in hand. Compromising one will compromise the 

other. Maybe that’s why Jesus spent so much time convincing us to 

accept both. 
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“I give you a new commandment: love one 
another.  As I have loved you, so you also 
should love one another.”  ~JOHN 13:34 
 

“As I have loved you,” this is the hard 
part - Jesus’ love is unconditional; our 
love usually comes with strings  
attached.  It is easy to love someone 

when they love you back.  But it takes mercy and compassion to 
love someone when you feel unappreciated, feel used or feel like 
your opinion doesn’t matter.  It takes courage and the grace of 
God to “love my neighbor” when they may be someone you don’t 
like, someone you don’t know o someone that doesn’t look like 
you. 
 
~archstl.org 

 
 Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 

Sunday, May 15:  

  Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35                                                                   

Monday, May 16: 

  Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday, May 17:  

  Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a   
Wednesday, May 18:  

  Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8                    

Thursday, May 19:    

  Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11                  

Friday, May 20:  

  Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17      

Saturday, May 21: 

  Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29   

Sunday, May 22:  

  Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29    

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas,  

Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, 

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven 

Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley 

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Dana Campbell,  

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
AT MY GRANDSON’S BAPTISM, THE PRIEST 

PUT A BIB ON THE BABY.  I DO NOT  

REMEMBER SEEING THIS BEFORE:  WHY  

IS IT DONE?  IS IT SOMETHING NEW? 
 

When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the 

ceremony when the newly baptized is vested in 

a white garment. It is symbolic of the changes 

that baptism brings in the life of the baptized as 

they are freed from the bonds of sin and 

brought into the saving grace of Christ. Realities that are so profound 

are symbolically presented so that we might better grasp and   

understand them.  

  

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the baptismal 

garment. In some places, the bib is used as a kind of baptismal  

garment. At the place in the ceremony where the investiture takes 

place, the bib is used. Some are poncho-like and fit over the baby's 

head. Others are simply placed on the baby's chest. If the baby is 

dressed in a white garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer says 

it all: “See in your white garment the outward sign of your Christian 

dignity ... bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of 

heaven.” In baptism, we are given our purpose and goal in life as 

believers and this is symbolized by the white garment. 
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Vacation Bible School 2022 

Calling of Artists 

 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for  June 20-23, from 5:30  
to 8:30 p.m.  Volunteers of all ages are needed to help with 
decorating, planning and set up.  If you are interested in helping 
out or just need more information, please contact Jessica Schenk 
at jessica.m.schenk@gmail.com or call 806-676-7736. 

 
The Catholic Museum is hosting a competition of Panhandle  
Artists.  The artists must compete with religious art. The first-place 
winner will receive a check for $4,000; second place will win a 
$750 check and third place a $500 check. The first-place winner’s 
art will be housed in the diocesan museum. 
 
The artwork must be in the Christian tradition, acceptable to the 
curator. Each piece will be voted on by the public and the three 
winning pieces will be judged by a panel of three judges during  
an Open House at the Museum Thursday, July 14. All entries for 
the competition must be submitted to the Diocesan Museum 
by Thursday, June 30, at the close of business.  For more 
information, please contact Susan Garner at sgarner@dioama.org 
or Jasmine Barba at jbarba@dioama.org. 

 
If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office at  
358-2461.  WE HAVE DATES AVAILALBLE BEGINNING 
IN JULY. 

A Loving Tribute 

mailto:sgarner@dioama.org
mailto:jbarba@dioama.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to the Call 

 
 
MONDAY, MAY 16 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  MAY 17 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers  (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 
5:45 p.m.   - Combined KIDS/Youth Choir Rehearsal  (Church) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  MAY 19 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Off-Site) 
 
FRIDAY,  MAY 20 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  MAY 21 
10:00 a.m. - Confirmation Mass (Church) 
11:30 a.m. - Confirmation Reception (Gym)  
3:30 p.m.   - Confessions (Groom’s Room-Pre-K Wing) 
 
SUNDAY,  MAY 22 
10:05 a.m. - Mystogogy (Parlor) 
12:30 p.m. - 50th Anniversary Luncheon (Mgr. Tash Hall/Parlor) 
4:00 p.m.   - Nun Appreciation Dinner (Msgr. Tash Hall/Parlor) 

Week at a Glance 

Catholic Education 

 
Congratulations to  

Holy Cross Catholic Academy Golfers!   
 
Middle School Boys and Girls golf teams played in 
the WTCAA District tournament at Palo Duro Creek 
Golf Course on April 28th.  Both teams placed 3rd at 

the  
tournament. 
 
The TAPPS 1A State Golf Tournament was held in Glenrose, TX 
on April 25 – 26th.  Nasayha Estrada, Alex Valdez, and Rachel 
Lane all qualified for the state tournament.  Rachel medaled in the 
top 10, with an 8th place finish overall. 
 

Go Mustangs! 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Loving as New Creations  
 

“There’s something different about you.” 
 
 

Think about the times in your life when this has been said to 

you. Maybe it was after someone complimented you on a 

job well done, and you realized that you were walking 

through life with a little more confidence. Maybe it was after 

meeting someone special, as you carried the glow of that 

relationship wherever you went. Chances are, if someone 

has noticed something different about you, it’s because, 

inwardly, you’ve been changed by the loving or respectful 

actions of another  

person. 
 
Love, you see, can make us into new creations. From the 

love of God flows the grace to tackle any challenge,  

including the biggest challenge of all: loving each other 

well. Christ knows what a big request this is. He was human, 

too. He came and lived among us. He knew intimately what 

it was to love people in the chaos of their own flaws. He 

knew what he was asking of us when he said, “As I have 

loved you, so you should also love one another.” 
 
In essence, this is the call to stewardship: loving as Christ 

loves, amidst the messiness of everyday reality. Loving with 

accountability, challenging ourselves and our brothers and 

sisters to be faithful even when it is hard. Loving with an un-

flinching sense of hospitality that welcomes even those we 

do not agree with or understand. Loving with gratitude,  

giving thanks for the great variety of ways that Christ can 

make himself known to us through others.    
 
It isn’t easy — we all know that. But if we ask God for the 

grace to remain steadfast in this greatest commandment, 

we will be given what we need to live as new creations. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle 

 
SAVE THE DATE! Catholic Charities of the Texas 

Panhandle is turning 90!  Save Sat., Aug. 20, for 

their 90th Anniversary Gala. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first-time  

sponsors, you are required to attend a  

Baptism class before the reception of the 

sacrament.  Please call the parish office,  

806-358-2461, to register for the next 

scheduled class. 

Sacrament Preparation 

 
SATURDAY, MAY 21 

 
Prayer for Armed Forces and their Families 

 
Dear Lord and Father, I thank you for those  

who have served, do serve and will one day  

serve in the armed forces. I thank you for their 

courage and bravery, putting themselves in the 

line of fire to protect the innocent. I thank you for 

the sacrifices made to protect others all over the world and here at 

home. Lord, I ask that you give them strength in the knowledge that 

you are standing by their side.  I pray for your angels to protect them 

when on active duty. Lord, please keep their families safe. Thank you 

Lord for your grace and mercy. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
~pray.ray.com 

Like Praying the Rosary? 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group 
each Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Enjoy Knitting and/or Crocheting? 

 
St. Thomas Prayer Shawl Ministry meets each Tues. afternoon at 
2:00 p.m., in the Parlor.  If you like to knit or crochet, you are 
welcome to join this very worthwhile ministry.   



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, MAY 16 

6:00 PM 
NO MASS 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 17 

6:00 PM 

+Rita Marina Montes-Sanchez by Her Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 

7:00 AM  

+Pamela Anderson by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 19 

7:00 AM 

+Josie Campbell-Herrera by Tom & Margie Campbell 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 20 

7:00 AM 

+Gerald Brandt by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 21 

5:00 PM 

+Marion Gabel by Mary Sweeney 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 22 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Nick & Trent Schilling by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
11:15 AM 

+Raul Colin by Anne Stich 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

Congrats to our Religious Education seniors as we celebrate 
Senior Sunday this May 15! 
 
We will advertise for the fall registration throughout the  
summer here and via Flocknote. Be on the lookout! 
 
The Confirmation mass will be May 21 at 10 a.m. A luncheon 
will follow in the gym immediately after. 
 
If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to find a 
date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From 
that site you will be able to register for any session offered in the 
diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the  
parish office. 

 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held May 15,  in the library from  
10:00 -11:00 a.m. 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 
 

The Great Women in the Bible       
and your call to holiness 

 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it 
be done to me according to your word.”  Luke 1:38 

 
Guest Speakers:  

        Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ  
June 4, 2022 

In the Msgr. Tash Hall 

9:15 am – 12:30 pm 

Lunch immediately following  

                             Cost $15 

        Registration deadline May 27, 2022  
                 Childcare provided 
 

Register at amarillo.church or in person in  

the Religious Education Office.  For more  

information, contact Dayamin Winchester at  

dwinchester@amarillo.church  

or 806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 
 

 
Our annual trip to Life Teen's LoneStar Steubenville conference  

is June 24 - 27, 2022.  Please pray for us as we embark on this 

amazing Catholic adventure into our faith!  STAY was great this 

year, and we are excited as always to end the year at  

Steubenville! 

St. Thomas Youth 

Rhine River Cruise 

 
 

NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 
  

  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  

like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  

Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  

it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  

& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings.  

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church
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