
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Pentecost Sunday                                          June 5, 2022     

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

Even though Pentecost is rightly celebrated in late spring, the robust 

experience of a New England fall can provide a profound metaphor 

for reflection. A full expression of fall colors is beautiful to behold. 

But, with all of its majesty and beauty, the observer knows the  

experience of death is soon to come. Creation will be dark and  

barren for a while. Pentecost cannot be separated from the cross. 

Before God’s transformative, life-giving power can bear fruit, we 

must first die.  

 

Pentecost is all about leaving the lifeless dead wood behind and 

allowing God, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to create  

something new. These Pentecost creations happen repeatedly over 

and over again. The birthing process of the Church is ongoing. God 

is always bringing life out of death and creating something where 

there was once nothing. That is why the fall is such an apropos  

metaphorical season for Pentecost. In order to really receive the  

gift of the Holy Spirit we have to die to what we once knew and  

what no longer works. 

 

When fire and wind find their fullest expression, they are in no way 

gentle nor kind. They have the potential to level anything in their 

paths. We are experiencing great turmoil in our world, nation, and 

our Church. Whether the result of circumstance or the work of the 

Holy Spirit, much of what we knew to be normal and constant is 

changing. Common systems and institutional structures that may 

have worked for a time no longer do. When the old and familiar 

need to be left behind, God creates something new. Change and 

disorder do not need to be our enemies. They always bring  

opportunities for something exciting and new. What we need is  

untiring faith, firm hope, and perfect love.  

 

What we need is for the Holy Spirit to enlighten us to see what is  

important and what we must do. “O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully 

into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this neglected dwelling 

and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.” (St. Augustine) If we experi-

ence joy, even in the midst of turbulence, then we will know we are 

exactly where God needs us to be. If not, then perhaps there is a 

lesson in the decaying leaves that graciously descend to the ground 

on a crisp fall day. 
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“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything and remind you of all that I told 
you.”  ~JOHN 14:26 
 

The materialism of our society lures 
us to concentrate more on what we 
want than on what God wants for us.  

The relativism of our world tells us that we should be tolerant of all 
things, that there is no absolute truth.  Pray to the Holy Spirit to 
transform our lives and to guide our thoughts, words and actions.  
What you put in your head, heart and mind affects your actions.  
Put good things in and good things will come out. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, June 5:  

  Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17/Jn 20:19-23  

  or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26                                                                        

Monday, June 6: 

  Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Jn 19:25-34 
Tuesday, June 7:  

  1 Kgs 17:7-16/Mt 5:13-16   
Wednesday, June 8:  

   1 Kgs 18:20-39/Mt 5:17-19                    

Thursday, June 9:  

  1 Kgs 18:41-46/Mt 5:20-26 

Friday, June 10:  

  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Mt 5:27-32                           

Saturday, June 11: 

   Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15    

Sunday, June 12:  

  Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15    

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas,  

Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, 

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven 

Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley 

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Dana Campbell,  

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

In Loving Memory 

 
IS THE CATHOLIC MASS REALLY 

CELEBRATED THE SAME THROUGH-

OUT THE WHOLE WORLD? 

 

One of the truisms of the Catholic 

Faith is that “wherever you go in 

the world, the Mass is the same.” 

In fact, the answer to this question is both “yes” and “no.”  

 

On the one hand, the essential elements of the Roman Rite 

are the same. The structure of the Mass as it is presented in 

the Roman Missal is consistent and this is one of the beauties 

of belonging to a liturgical tradition.  

 

On the other hand, however, there are elements of  

celebrations that can vary depending on the country or 

even local region you might be in. For example, in certain 

parts of the world, certain feasts and solemnities are cele-

brated on different days (even here in the United States the 

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord can be celebrated on 

Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter or it may take the place 

of the Seventh Sunday of Easter, depending on what  

diocese you are in). Whether it is the use of certain liturgical 

colors, local celebrations of regional saints, special seasonal 

blessings of crops or produce, or the use of dance and  

processions all demonstrate a sort of organic variety that 

can exist even within our established liturgical tradition. 

While we always respect what is essential to the rite, such 

local variations and traditions are very much in keeping with 

the vision of liturgical renewal and adaption envisioned by 

the Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Sacred 

Liturgy (nos. 37-40).   
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Catholic Life Explained 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Denny & Janet MacLaughlin 

in loving memory of 

Scott MacLaughlin  

Vacation Bible School is  
scheduled for June 20-23,  
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  It will  
be a “Monumental” experience 
for our kids!   Registration is 
open to 10 toilet-trained 3 year 
olds and 10 toilet trained 4 year 

olds through fall school-year 5th graders.  The $20 fee for each  
participant covers program materials, a nightly meal and  
t-shirt.  Youth volunteers from 6th -12th grade are also needed. 
ALL parishioners involved need to be safe-environment 
trained and register NO LATER THAN MAY 1st by visiting  
our website at https://amarillo.church/vacation-bible-school. 

Vacation Bible School 2022 

https://amarillo.church/vacation-bible-school


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament Preparation 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 6 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
TUESDAY,  JUNE 7 
7:00 p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - VBS Volunteer Training (Gym) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JUNE 9 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Off-Site) 
 
FRIDAY,  JUNE 10 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JUNE 11 
9:30 a.m. - AFF Women’s Retreat (Msgr. Tash Hall/Parlor) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JUNE 12 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy will host three  
sports camps this summer for students that will be  
in the 5th-12th grade next school year. We are offering 
a volleyball and boys & girls basketball camp with  
5th-8th grade sessions and a 9th-12th grade sessions. 

Use the link below to register online and pay for the camps. 
Please feel free to pass this information on to any families that 
have students that are interested in participating. 
 
https://www.holycrossama.org/athletic-camps 
 
 Girls Volleyball camp -- June 20 - 24 
 Girls Basketball camp -- June 6 - 10 
 Boys Basketball camp -- June 27 - July 01 

  
“Thank You” to all those who visited Sonny at the 
nursing home, said prayers, sent cards and had 
Masses said for his intention.  Also, thank you to 
Fr. John, the Funeral Meal Group and St. Thomas 
staff for all the kindnesses and help during our time 
of grief.   Sincerely, Sonny Carlson Family 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to attend 
a Baptism class before the reception of the  
sacrament.  Please call the parish office,  
806-358-2461, to register for the next 
scheduled class. 

 
MARRIAGE:  If you are getting married sometime 
this year, Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a manda-
tory requirement in the Diocese of Amarillo for cou-
ples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. For more  
information and class schedules near you, please  
visit the website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
The Diocesan Museum will host A Night at the Museum Thurs., 
July 14, beginning at 6:00 p.m., at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 
4512 NE 24th Ave., Amarillo. That evening, the final vote will be 
conducted on the religious art projects submitted to the Diocesan 
Museum.  First prize is $4,000 and a permanent home in the  
museum. For those unable to attend on July 14, voting will begin 
Tues., July 5, and during regular hours at the museum, Mon. 
through Thurs., from 9:00 a.m., to 4:00 p.m. For additional  
information, please contact Susan Garner at 806-414-1076. 

We Need Your Help! 

 
If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.  
 
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office at  
358-2461.  WE HAVE DATES AVAILALBLE BEGINNING 
IN JULY. 

Catholic Education 

A Loving Tribute 

 
SICK & HOMEBOUND/SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  The parish 
office would appreciate your help in checking the list of Sick & 
Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the weekly 
bulletin and notifying the office at 358-2461, if anyone needs to be 
removed from or added to the list, so that we can publish 
accurate information.  Thank you. 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS:  Our volunteers who count the collection each 
week request that all parishioners indicate on the outside of their 
contribution envelopes the amount of monies enclosed.  This 
will ensure better accuracy for accounting purposes.   Also, if you 
use a pew envelope for your donation, please put your full 
name (not initials or just first name) on the envelope in order 
for that donation to be recorded properly.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
MONTHLY ENVELOPES:   If you have elected to make your  
contributions to St. Thomas by using the online payment option  
or a bank draft and you no longer wish to receive the monthly  
envelope packets, call the Parish Office and request the  
envelope service be stopped.  Thank you and God bless. 

Night at the Museum 

 
We are in need of lay Eucharistic Ministers to distribute Holy  
Communion and convey the prayers of the church to those who 
may be homebound or in a nursing home due to illness or a 
disability.  Ministers may serve as often as they like.  If you feel 
called to this ministry to help us share the light of Christ with those 
unable to leave their homes, please contact Dayamín Winchester 
at 358-2461, Ext 107. 

“Thank You” 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossama.org%2Fathletic-camps&data=05%7C01%7Caphillips%40wtamu.edu%7Ca5564ad8efd54a93a3c908da38071a94%7Ceed99d2e35514ec59e9010a7ff3e13a2%7C1%7C0%7C637883900414388319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 6 

6:00 PM 
+Olive Zimmermann by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7 

6:00 PM 

+Teresa Colin-Chavez by Anne Stich 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 

7:00 AM  

+Mark Schwertner by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9 

7:00 AM 

Intention of Patricia Britten by Myrtle White 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 10 

7:00 AM 

+Art Elliott by Mary Elliot-Davis 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 11 

5:00 PM 

 +Gerald Brandt by Gary Rider 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+John & Rose Bacha by Rosalie Chontos 
 
11:15 AM 

+Rita Burgess by Don Meyer 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

 
2022-23 Religious education registration coming soon!! 
 
Seeking high school babysitters to assist occasionally this 
summer! Please contact the RE Office for more info! 
  
The next safe environment training for St. Thomas will be June 8 
at 6:30 p.m. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held June 12 in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will begin our 7 week sessions of “The Search” 
at this session.  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 

806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 

     2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month  

 June 8 & 22 

12:00 PM Adoration Chapel 

“Be still and know that I am God”  Psalm 46:10 

 

20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) Prayer: Con-
templative Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares 
us to receive the gift of contemplative prayer, prayer in 
which we experience God’s presence within us.  
 
20 minutes of Lectio Divina: During Lectio Divina, the 
practitioner listens to the text of the Bible with the “ear of 
the heart,” as if he or she is in conversation with God, and 
God is suggesting the topics for discussion.  The method of 
Lectio Divina includes moments of reading (lectio), reflect-
ing on (meditation), responding to (oratio) and resting in 
(contemplation) the Word of God. 
 
20 minutes of Adoration:  Adoration is a time of quiet 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  This time can be 
spent praying the rosary, journaling, praying silently, or any 
way you wish.                   

 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 Saint of the Week 

 
St. Norbert | June 6 

 
Born to nobility, St. Norbert of Xanten, 

was ordained as a sub-deacon and 

served in the court of Henry V, Emperor 

of Germany, however, at court it was 

easy to be distracted by wealth, power 

and luxury and he lived a worldly and  

corrupt life there. By the grace of God 

while traveling in a storm he was nearly 

struck by lightning and almost killed. 

This experience changed St. Norbert 

and he became penitent, left his court 

post, and after a period of discernment 

in a monastery, felt called to be a priest. 

 

Norbert became an itinerant preacher, preaching against 

worldly attitudes but at the Pope’s request finally settled  

in northern France and founded the Norbertine order  

established according to the rule of St. Augustine. The order 

grew rapidly and soon founded a women’s branch. Norbert 

traveled and preached across Germany where he also 

founded a lay branch of the Norbertines. In Belgium he 

preached against heresies which denied the Blessed  

Sacrament. 

 

Eventually he was made Archbishop of Magdeburg,  

Germany, and later he traveled to Rome in support of Pope 

Innocent II, against the antipope.   Afterward he returned to 

Germany to the court of Emperor Lothar as advisor.   At the 

end of life, in failing health, St. Norbert was carried back to 

Magdeburg where he died. 
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Our annual trip to Life Teen's Lone Star Steubenville conference  
is June 24 - 27, 2022.  Please pray for us as we embark on this 
amazing Catholic adventure into our faith!  STAY was great this 
year, and we are excited as always to end the year at  
Steubenville! 

St. Thomas Youth 

http://www.virtus.org

	Inside and Flap June 5, 2022
	Flyer June 5, 2022

