
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Most Holy Trinity                                        June 12, 2022      

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
In creative celebration of the Most Holy Trinity, pray a rosary with 

creation. Find a quiet place outside or sit near a window.  

Contemplate the amazing Divine Gift that is before you. Admire it. 

Study it. Become one with it. Ask for the guidance of Brother St.  

Francis as you pray: “You, Holy Father, are King of heaven and 

earth. You are three in one, God above all gods. You are good, all 

good, and supreme good, Lord God, living and true. You are love. 

You are beauty. You are gentleness. You are joy. You are hope and 

happiness.” Admire the wonder and majesty of God in all that is 

around you. Ask for wisdom and understanding.  
 
Begin each decade with the Our Father and conclude with the  

Glory Be.  
 
Decade One: Contemplate God the Father. As you pray each bead 

with a Hail Mary, get lost in the grandeur of all that you see. Imagine 

the thousands and thousands of years of history that is before you. 

Envision a time when nothing existed. What is nothing? Lift your eyes, 

heart, and soul to the power and magnificence of the universe, its 

expanse and its endlessness. You are one with it all. God’s creative 

power. 
 
Decade Two: Contemplate God the Son. Behold the squirrels, birds, 

and critters all conducting life’s business. They have heartbeats just 

like yours. Praying each bead, become one with the incarnate  

divine life that flows through you and flows with the smallest of  

creatures. It is holy innocence and blessed life. Tenderness.  

Compassion, Mercy. Reverence. All want to be held, have a home, 

and be loved. God in all things. Emmanuel.  
 
Decade Three: Contemplate God the Holy Spirit. The changing of 

times and seasons happens often without notice. It is all within God’s 

care and guided. We all belong. Behold the living, dying, and rising 

to new life. You are one with all time from beginning into eternity. 
  
Decade Four: Contemplate God as One.  
 
Decade Five: Contemplate God as three. All different while  

remaining one. The divine dance is being danced before you. Rest 

in what you see. Become what you see.  We are all connected: God 

of the Holy Trinity, creation, our brothers and sisters, the animals, and 

the plants.  
 
The rosary you have prayed celebrates the circle of connectedness 

and the intimate relationship we share with all things: a glimpse of 

the Trinity.   
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“But when he comes, the spirit of truth, he 
will guide you to all truth…” 
~JOHN 16:13 
 

It has been said that the best gift we 
can give someone is to teach them 
how to pray.  If you don’t talk and 
more importantly, listen to God every 

day, how else will you know what He is calling you to do?  Just as 
you talk to family and friends every day, get in the habit of talking 
with God every day.  Develop a daily prayer routine.  Keep your 
prayers simple and sincere.  This is best done in silence, when 
you can hear His response.  
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, June 12:  

  Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15   
                                                                         
Monday, June 13: 

  1 Kgs 21:1-16/Mt 5:38-42  
Tuesday, June 14:  

  1 Kgs 21:17-29/Mr 5:43-48    
Wednesday, June 15:  

   2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Mt 6:1-6 
                   
Thursday, June 16:  

  Sir 48:1-14/Mt 6:7-15 
 
Friday, June 17:  

  2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20/Mt 6:19-23  
                          
Saturday, June 18: 

  Gn 14:18-20/1 Cor 11:23-26/Lk 9:11b-17  
   
Sunday, June 19:  

  Gn 14:18-20/1 Cor 11:23-26/Lk 9:11b-17    

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas,  

Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, 

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven 

Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley 

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Dana Campbell,  

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

In Loving Memory 

 
LIVE THE LITURGY 

 
Life can leave us feeling 

very distracted and  

detached.  Perhaps this 

is why many people 

seek things that make 

them “feel good,” 

wrongly believing those 

things actually provide 

a sense of meaning and 

purpose.  In truth, they are simply more distractions.  When 

we discover real silence, we can realize that the stirrings 

and impulses in our hearts desiring connection, meaning, 

and purpose are really God desperately trying to pull us  

toward His Divine Heart.  Once we submit to God’s pull, we 

are led to the beauty of God’s presence.  This holy presence 

carries us to the heights of mountains, the vastness of ocean 

depths, the beginning of things and their end, and the maj-

esty of universal wonder.  We meet the Father.  Then, gently 

carried to the tenderness of compassion, love, mercy and 

forgiveness we touch the innocence and vulnerability of life.  

We see the poor and those who are broken.  We meet the 

Son.  Finally, we are directed toward the seasons that 

change, the ebb and flow of life, the inspirations that sur-

prise, and the wonder, awe and joy of life.  We embrace the 

Holy spirit. 
 
~LPi 

Inspiration for the Week 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Gary & Annette Mitchell & Family 

in loving memory of 

Jack Turner 

 
We are in need of lay Eucharistic Ministers to distribute Holy  
Communion and convey the prayers of the church to those who 
may be homebound or in a nursing home due to illness or a 
disability.  Ministers may serve as often as they like.  If you feel 
called to this ministry to help us share the light of Christ with those 
unable to leave their homes, please contact Dayamín Winchester 
at 358-2461, Ext 107. 

Ministers Needed for Sick & Homebound 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Like Praying the Rosary? 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain  
request, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

In Need of Special Prayers? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Directory 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 13 
6:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Virtual) 
 
TUESDAY,  JUNE 14 
6:00 p.m. - VBS Rehearsal (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 
10:00 a.m. - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
 
THURSDAY,  JUNE 16 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m.   - VBS Rehearsal (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Directory Pic & Ice Cream (Front Portico) 
7:00 p.m.   - VBS Tie-Dye Event (Back Parking Lot) 
 
FRIDAY,  JUNE 17 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JUNE 18 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JUNE 19 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy faculty and staff want 
to wish everyone a safe summer!   
 
 

Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer! 
Thank you for the warmth of the sun 

and the increased daylight. 
Thank You for the beauty I see all around me 

and for the opportunity to be outside and enjoy Your creation. 
Thank You for the increased time I have to be with  

my friends and family, 
and for the more casual pace of the summer season. 

Draw me closer to You this summer. 
Teach me how I can pray 

no matter where I am or what I am doing. 
Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence 

and light my path with Your Word and Counsel. 
As I enjoy Your creation, create in me 

a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for You. 
Amen. 

 
Summer office hours: 
Tuesday – Thursday 10:00 - 2:00 pm 
Closed the week of July 4th 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or  
first-time sponsors, you are required to attend  
a Baptism class before the reception of the  
sacrament.  Please call the parish office,  
806-358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
MARRIAGE:  If you are getting married some  
time this year, Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a  
mandatory requirement in the Diocese of Amarillo  
for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony.  
For more information and class schedules near you, 
please visit the website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
The Diocesan Museum will host A Night at the Museum Thurs., 
July 14, beginning at 6:00 p.m., at the Diocesan Pastoral  
Center, 4512 NE 24th Ave., Amarillo. That evening, the final vote 
will be conducted on the religious art projects submitted to the 
Diocesan Museum.  First prize is $4,000 and a permanent home 
in the museum. For those unable to attend on July 14, voting will 
begin Tues., July 5, and during regular hours at the museum, 
Mon. through Thurs., from 9:00 a.m., to 4:00 p.m. For additional  
information, please contact Susan Garner at 806-414-1076. 

Sacrament Preparation 

 

Catholic Education 

A Loving Tribute 

  
It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory.  Father John would really 
appreciate your help in putting faces with names.  The directory is 
a necessary tool to keep us connected.  Parishioners will be  
photographed beginning in July and will receive a free 8 x 10 print 
and a paper directory.  This directory will also be available 
with an app so you can stay connected even without a book.   
Schedule your appointment soon to get a time that works with 
your summer schedule by using this link:  https://ucdir.com/ 
The church code is tx194 & the password is photos. 

A Night at the Museum 

If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.  
 
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office at  
358-2461.  WE HAVE DATES AVAILALBLE BEGINNING 
IN JULY. 

 
Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

https://ucdir.com/


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 13 

6:00 PM 
Intention of Rev. John Valdez by Pat Stich 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 14 

6:00 PM 

Intention of Renee’ Hernandez  

by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 

7:00 AM  

+Jerry Furlette by Dr. Stephen & Faye Usala 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 16 

7:00 AM 

+Allan DuBois by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17 

7:00 AM 

+Teresa Labrador by Her Family 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 18 

5:00 PM 

+Kathryn Tuohy by Eileen Harpole 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 19 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Slim Parrino by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 
 
11:15 AM 

+Leo Freeby by Cathy Freeby 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

 
2022-23 Religious education registration coming soon!! 
 
Seeking high school babysitters to assist occasionally this 
summer! Please contact the RE Office for more info! 
  
If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to find a 
date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From 
that site you will be able to register for any session offered in the 
diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the par-
ish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held June 12 in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will begin our 7 week sessions of “The Search” 
at this session.  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 

806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
Daily Prayer This Week 

 
Reflecting on the Holy Trinity grounds us in the bless-
ings of recognizing the ways our God has been and is 
present to us - as Father, as Son, and as Holy Spirit. 
 
There is nothing like the Sermon on the Mount to help 
us hear the message of Jesus, and to let ourselves be 
addressed by those words. All of us can ask for these 
graces with real specificity, that is, with real people 
and real daily circumstances in mind. We know with 
whom we need to “turn the other cheek” and to love 
more. We know the circumstances in which we are 
tempted to “be religious” in the right circumstances 
only. Upon reflection, each of us can take the time to 
“locate” our hearts, by discovering what we tend to 
“treasure.” We can do a simple check on ourselves: 
we make a list of the five most important things in my 
life. Then we can make a list of the five things I spend 
most of my time on. Comparing the lists will help us 
get concrete about asking the Lord for the grace we 
need to put our lives back in balance. All of us can 
name what we worry about. And so we can all ask for 
the graces to “seek first” the Kingdom of God 
 
All of this reflection can happen throughout the week 
in the background of our daily life, if we get into the 
habit of focusing for a few moments each morning. If 
we take just 30 seconds, at the edge of our bed each 
morning, it will begin to establish a habit of living 
more reflectively. 
 
Thank you for this day, Lord. Help me to be focused today 
on not getting so hooked by Pat's ways or Chris' harsh 
words. I need your grace to place my trust in you. Help me 
especially before I have to talk with Pat on the phone and 
let me stay focused before Chris comes home from work. 
 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html 
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 Saint of the Week 

 
Saint Germaine Cousin | June 15 

 

Saint Germaine was born in Pibrac, France 

in 1579 to poor parents. Her story is a heart 

wrenching one. She was born with a  

deformed right arm and hand, and her 

mother died when she was an infant. Her 

father remarried, but her stepmother bru-

tally abused and neglected her. 
 
As a child Germaine suffered from  

scrofula, a disfiguring form of tuberculosis 

which causes swelling and lesions on the 

side of the neck. Already sick, abused, 

and starving, she was forced to sleep in 

barn with sheep she tended.  
 
Despite everything, Germaine lived each 

day tending her flock with joy and in prayer. Mary and Jesus 

became her friends. She shared what little she had and taught 

the children of the village about God’s love. A rosary made of 

string knots was her constant companion. She attended Mass 

every day, leaving her sheep in care of guardian angels. Her 

flock was never attacked by wolves and never wandered. 

Some claimed to see the waters of the flooded river part so  

she could get to Mass. 
 
She is often portrayed with an apron full of flowers because one 

winter day her stepmother accused her of stealing bread from 

the house and hiding it her apron. But when she was seized and 

forced to open the apron an abundance of spring flowers  

tumbled forth. It was this incident that compelled the villagers 

and even her parents to recognize her holiness. 
 
Germaine died at 22, her poor body was found by her father,  

in the barn where she slept. She was buried in the village 

church. More than forty years later, her body was accidentally 

exhumed and found to be incorrupt. She was canonized by 

Pope Pius IX in 1867 and inscribed into the canon of virgins. 

 

©LPi 

 
Our annual trip to Life Teen's Lone Star Steubenville conference  
is June 24 - 27, 2022.  Please pray for us as we embark on this 
amazing Catholic adventure into our faith!  STAY was great this 
year, and we are excited as always to end the year at  
Steubenville! 

St. Thomas Youth 

http://www.virtus.org
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