
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                      June 26, 2022      

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
And to another he said, “Follow me.” In every moment of every 

day, in every circumstance and experience, God is calling us. 

We can easily get distracted and not hear it or simply ignore it, 

pretending it wasn’t even heard. When we do hear it and  

favorably respond, there are some conditions that must be met. 

Jesus makes it clear that once we say yes to his invitation, we 

must stay focused and forge ahead. We cannot keep looking 

behind or worry about unfinished business. There are some tasks, 

and discipleship is one, that require our full devotion. 

 

There are many “masters” vying for our attention. We need 

something or someone to give us direction. Human nature  

requires it. Our motives and actions reveal what has our  

allegiance. It is tempting to give ourselves to masters that lure  

us with intriguing promises. When given the choice between a 

“master” that promises worldly success, abundant wealth,  

status, privilege, and security versus a “master” that asks for  

self-sacrifice, hardship, suffering, ridicule, and death, to whom 

do we go? While the promise of immediate pleasure is enticing, 

there is always a catch. For all that secular masters can promise, 

they always keep us looking behind, checking on ourselves, 

second guessing choices, calculating options, and being slaves 

to excessive worry. Our guard can never come down. Only one 

master really promises life: Jesus Christ. Hearing his call, we  

either trust him or we don’t. 

 

Saying yes to following Christ does come with a risk. But it also 

comes with the brightness of future hopes and dreams. There is 

no need to keep looking behind. Sins are forgiven and regrets 

serve no effective purpose. God is not there. He’s moved  

beyond all that stuff. God is in the today and the tomorrow and 

what he can continually do with our daily affirmation to follow 

Him. All we need to do is be obedient. St. Gianna Molla is  

credited with saying, “The stillness of prayer is the most essential 

condition for fruitful action. Before all else, the disciple kneels 

down.” Begin with prayer. We will not only hear God’s call but 

find the courage to trust that He will guide us where we need to 

be. God uses us in the most ordinary of ways through the simple 

daily expression of our lives. 
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“For you were called to freedom, brothers 
and sisters.  But do not use this freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh; rather 
serve one another through love.” 
~GALATIANS 5:13 
 
We like to celebrate that we are  
free to “live the good life.”  We can  
do what we want, anytime we want, 

with no regard for laws.  But Jesus calls us to a different kind of 
freedom.  St. Paul reminds us that by imitating Jesus we are freed 
from becoming a slave to our own self-interests and desires, so 
that we can serve one another.  We are free to share our gifts and 
promote God’s work on earth to glorify His name and not honor 
ourselves. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, June 26:  

  1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62     
                                                                         
Monday, June 27: 

  Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Mt 8:18-22  
Tuesday, June 28:  

  Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Mt 8:12-27    
Wednesday, June 29:  

  Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19 
                   
Thursday, June 30:  

  Am 7:10-17/Mt 9:1-8 
 
Friday, July 1:  

  Am 8:4-6, 9-12/Mt 9:9-13  
                          
Saturday, July 2: 

  Is 66:10-14c/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9  
   
Sunday, July 3:  

  Is 66:10-14c/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas,  

Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, 

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven 

Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley 

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Dana Campbell,  

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

In Loving Memory 

 

Vicar General and Chancellor 
 

Question:  

I have seen the title of Vicar  

General and Chancellor used in 

our Catholic newspaper. Who are 

they and what do they do? 

 

Answer:  
A bishop is in charge of a diocese and appoints people to 

help with its administration.  Two of those positions are the 

Vicar General and the Chancellor.  Both play a role in the 

life of a diocese, despite the many jokes priests may tell at 

their expense!  A chancellor is the archivist of a diocese, 

charged with task of keeping the records of the diocese. 

Often a bishop may add other responsibilities and the  

chancellor may end up being like the executive director of 

the diocesan office.  The chancellor does not need to be a 

priest. 

 

The vicar general is a priest, appointed by the bishop and 

acts in the name of the bishop in administering the diocese. 

He has an advanced degree in canon law or theology.  He 

also has executive authority within the diocese.  This means 

that he is involved in the day-to-day pastoral and temporal 

administration of the diocese.  Canon law does not allow a 

bishop to appoint a relative to the position, nor the priest in 

charge of the sacrament of penance.  In both cases, the  

purpose of the law is to avoid conflicts of interest. 
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Catholic Life Explained 

Do You Like to Pray the Rosary? 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain  
request, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

In Need of Special Prayers? 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call the church,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.   

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

The Stich Family 

in loving memory of 

Tom & Paul Stich 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Directory 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 27 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  JUNE 28 
2:00 p.m. - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 
10:00 a.m. - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
 
THURSDAY,  JUNE 30 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JULY 1 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JULY 2 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JULY 3 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

  
Did you know….Holy Cross Catholic Academy  
students participated in a “penny war” during the 
Spring semester.  They raised $536.50.  The money 
was presented to the High Plains Food Bank on 
05/17/22.   

Way to go Mustangs! 

 
MARRIAGE:  If you are getting married some  
time this year, Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a  
mandatory requirement in the Diocese of Amarillo  
for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony.  
For more information and class schedules near you, 
please visit the website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
Payments for the UCA campaign and Preparing the Way are not 
processed at St. Thomas; we only check the UCA pledge 
cards for accuracy and then forward them to the Stewardship 
& Development Office at the Diocese for processing.   Therefore, 
if you elected to mail your scheduled payments, please mail them 
to Diocese of Amarillo, P. O. Box 5644, Amarillo, TX, 79117.  
Forwarding payments that have been placed in the collection  
basket each weekend results in St. Thomas paying the postage.  
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Sacrament Preparation 

DIRECTOR OF STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT 
 

This positon includes responsibility for preparing and writing 
grants and follow-up status reports for private and corporate  
foundations as well as intra-church funding organizations.  It  
directs the diocesan stewardship effort in encouraging all faithful 
to joyfully give of time, talent, and treasure to the Church.  This 
office has a primary role in creating and promoting of the United  
Catholic Appeal (UCA), works closely with the Bishop, Finance 
Office and all Department Directors.  The position also includes 
responsibility for diocesan fundraising, major gifts and donor  
retention.  Some travel is required.  For a detailed job description 
including skills & experience, visit https://amarillodiocese.org. 

Catholic Education 

Diocese of Amarillo Open Position 

  
It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory.  Father John would really 
appreciate your help in putting faces with names.  The directory is 
a necessary tool to keep us connected.  Parishioners will be  
photographed beginning in July and will receive a free 8 x 10 print 
and a paper directory.  This directory will also be available 
with an app so you can stay connected even without a book.   
Schedule your appointment soon to get a time that works with 
your summer schedule by using this link:  https://ucdir.com/ 
The church code is tx194 & the password is photos. 

UCA & Preparing the Way Payment 

Responding to the Call 

  
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Guided by the spirit 
 
There will always be something behind us and before us.  Time 

moves on and the world continues to rotate.  Will we miss that which 

exists right before our eyes because they are shut while we are  

consumed by the past or worried about the future? 
 
When we go about whatever work God has set for us this day, large 

or small, we cannot get it done if we are looking behind us.  Being 

mindful means to live for the present. It sounds like the simplest thing 

in the world, but we forget it (I forget it at least once every day).  We 

must be guided by the Spirit.  
 
What I’m talking about here is a radical abandonment of ourselves 

to God — over, and over, and over again. We cannot put our hand 

to the plough, while our eyes are looking backward at what is left 

behind.  We cannot turn back if we are to move forward.  
 
When we take up the yoke of stewardship, we will never be able to 

bear it if we rely on our own strength.  When we put our hands to the 

plough, we will never get the job done if we look backwards at our 

own track record for inspiration. There is no inspiration there.  Let the 

dead bury their dead. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
` 
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Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

https://ucdir.com/


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 27 

6:00 PM 
+Sue Lis by Gerald Lis 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 28 

6:00 PM 

+David Ehly by Vicki Bixenman 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 

7:00 AM  

Intention of Kathy Hart by Pat Stich 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 30 

7:00 AM 

+Joe Pohlmeier by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 1 

7:00 AM 

+Manuel Gonzales by Mendoza Family 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 2 

5:00 PM 

+Peter Duong by Chi Duong 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 3 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Mary Sabine by Rosalie Chontos 
 
11:15 AM 

+Rod Riley by Tom & Margie Campbell 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

2022-23 Religious Education registration is available on line. 

Seeking high school babysitters to assist occasionally this 
summer! Please contact the RE Office for more info! 
  
If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to find a 
date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From 
that site you will be able to register for any session offered in the 
diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the  
parish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held June 25, in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will be on the second week our 7 week  
sessions of “The Search.”  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 

806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
Daily Prayer This Week 

 
One of the blessings of reading passages that describe Je-
sus' ministry is that they can help us become more and 
more attracted to him. We can become fascinated by his 
pastoral care for those on the margins of society or his 
courage in the face of opposition. The more we watch Je-
sus, the easier it is for us to fall in love with him. Being 
drawn to Jesus with growing affection will ultimately lead 
us to want to be with him and like him. 
 
So each morning this week we can begin our day with a 
very brief prayer. “Lord, let me see you, love you and de-
sire to follow you more closely today.” We might say, 
“Drive away the demons that tempt my spirit today” on one 
day and repeat that prayer at various times, especially when 
we are tempted to look good, or to escape into over-
indulgence with food or drink or fantasies, or when we are 
tempted to let anger get the better of us. On another day, 
we might pray, “Dear Lord, I get paralyzed sometimes - 
just stuck and unable to move. Free me today, by remind-
ing me of your love and mercy.” Still another day, we 
might ask, “Let me respond to your call with the freedom 
Matthew had.” We might turn to the Lord some day and 
simply say, “Lord, I know you desire mercy and not sacri-
fice, please free me from the judgments I will be tempted 
to make today.” Finally, I might pray, “Lord, pour your 
new wine into me. Let me be a new wineskin to receive it. 
Give me the freedom today to let your word transform how 
I act and how I choose today.” 
 
The key to finding intimacy with our God in the midst of 
our busy lives is to let God's Word interact with the real 
events and people who are there. No matter what our re-
sponsibilities are today, no matter how unrelated they seem 
to be to faith or devotion, and no matter how busy we 
might be, we can all let God's Word into the background, in 
brief moments of connection, conversation and intimacy. 
All it takes is desire and focus.  
 
 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html 
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 Saints Peter & Paul  

 
June 29, is the 

Feast of Saints 

Peter and Paul, 

the patron saints 

of Rome who 

were both  

martyred in the 

Eternal City.  

 

Saint Peter 
 
Peter, one of 

Jesus’ twelve apostles, is also honored in the Catholic 

Church as its first pope, based on Jesus’ declaration that  

he was the “rock” on which he would build his church  

(Mt. 16:18). According to tradition, Peter was crucified in 

Rome on the Janiculum Hill during the reign of Nero. He  

requested to be crucified upside down, believing himself to 

be unworthy of martyrdom in the same manner as Jesus. His 

tomb lies under the high altar of St. Peter’s Basilica. 

 

Saint Paul 
 
Paul, born Saul of Tarsus, began his life as a persecutor of 

Christians in the area around Jerusalem. According to 

the book of Acts, while on the road to Damascus he had  

a vision of the Resurrected Jesus, who in a blinding flash of 

light asked, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” His 

sight restored three days later by Ananias, Paul devoted  

the rest of his life to preaching the gospel, founding several 

churches to which he wrote letters (epistles) that now form 

part of the New Testament. Paul is also believed to have 

been martyred under Nero, as recounted by various ancient 

authors including Ignatius, Eusebius, and Tertullian. 

 

www.italianartsociety.org 

 
Our annual trip to Life Teen's Lone Star Steubenville conference  
is June 24 - 27, 2022.  Please pray for us as we embark on this 
amazing Catholic adventure into our faith!  STAY was great this 
year, and we are excited as always to end the year at  
Steubenville! 

St. Thomas Youth 

http://www.virtus.org
http://italianartsociety.tumblr.com/post/111750367229/by-anne-leader-today-is-the-feast-of-the-chair-of
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016:18
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janiculum
http://italianartsociety.tumblr.com/post/115330254917/by-anne-leader-caravaggios-denial-of-st
http://italianartsociety.tumblr.com/post/115330254917/by-anne-leader-caravaggios-denial-of-st
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A+1-19&version=NRSV
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