
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                         July 10, 2022      

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 
We can learn a great deal from Mister Rogers.  Remember  

him? He was the gentle soul who found his way into living  

rooms worldwide starting as far back as 1968.  Mister Rogers’  

Neighborhood was a beloved program that celebrated and 

exalted people, especially children. He taught us that we are 

neighbors and that everyone has a place. Everyone matters. He 

had a vision, born of his relationship with God that highlighted 

every human life’s innocence, beauty, and uniqueness.  To that 

end, he called us to be responsible for each other, saying  

nothing different than what Jesus said.  Viewers quickly learned 

that life is not just about me. 

 

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility.  It’s 

easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my world, 

not my problem.’ Then there are those who see the need and 

respond. I consider those people my heroes (Fred Rogers).”  It is 

so easy to look the other way. After all, I’m not the one who 

needs to leave home out of fear and try to find somewhere safe. 

I am not the one who is hungry and without shelter or food.  I am 

not the one who has a child being bullied or ridiculed because 

of the way they dress or act. I am not the one being threatened 

with violence or unable to find meaningful work. The distress and 

agony of our neighbors are our distress and agony. We cannot 

walk by it with an attitude of indifference, especially if we call 

ourselves believers. When we no longer care, we have  

suffocated our souls. This is a great sin.  

 

God’s law “is something very near to you, already in your 

mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out.”  We  

all have a need for love and acceptance. That’s why Mister 

Rogers’ television show was so popular. It spoke to something 

deeper, something sacred about humanity. God didn’t give us 

his law in a book. He wrote it on our hearts. We know what we 

need to do. It’s a matter of choice. Love is sacred. When we love 

another human being, especially without regard for ourselves, it 

is a holy moment. These moments are often missed due to our 

self-serving agendas and rules. 

 

©LPi 



 
 
Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” 
LUKE 10:37 
 

This was Jesus’ command at the end 
of the Good Samaritan story.  Did you 
know that the Samaritans and Jews 
despised each other?  The moral of 
the story is to love our neighbor.  That 

means loving someone you may not know, someone who looks 
different than you, someone who has different beliefs than you or 
someone you don’t like, all without anything in return. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, July 10:  

   Dt 30:10-14/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37     
                                                                         
Monday, July 11: 

  Is 1:10-17/Mt 10:34—11:1  
Tuesday, July 12:  

  Is 7:1-9/Mt 11:20-24   
Wednesday, July 13:  

  Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Mt 11:25-27 
                   
Thursday, July 14:  

  Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Mt 11:28-30 
 
Friday, July 15:  

  Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Mt 12:1-8   
                          
Saturday, July 16: 

  Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 
   
Sunday, July 17:  

  Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine  

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana 

Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

In Loving Memory 

 
 

Catholic Life Explained 

   
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

St. Thomas Men’s Club 

in loving memory of Sonny Carlson 

Second Collection 

 
A second collection will be taken at all liturgies next weekend,  
July 16/17, for the Church in Africa.  You may either place it  
in the collection basket, mail it to the church or schedule it  
on line.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.   

 
Our volunteers who count the collection each week request that 
all parishioners indicate on the outside of their contribution enve-
lopes the amount of monies enclosed.  This will ensure better 
accuracy for accounting purposes.   Also, if you use a pew enve-
lope for your donation, please put your full name (not initials 
or just first or last name) in order for that donation to get rec-
orded properly.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Offertory Collection 

Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

WHAT IS THE LECTIO DIVINA, AND 

HOW IS IT ASSOCIATED WITH THE  

BENEDICTINE MONASTIC TRADITION, 

WHOSE FOUNDER, ST. BENEDICT, WE 

HONOR ON JULY 11? 

 
Benedict desired his monks to live in 

community, praying the Liturgy of the 

Hours together, contemplating sacred 

texts, and doing manual labor.  The 

monks developed a technique to facilitate a spiritual and devotion-

al reading of the Bible known as Lectio Divina, the holy reading of a 

text.  This method encourages the reader to hear the biblical text 

with an open heart and focus on whatever God wants to highlight 

and then apply it to daily life. 

 

There are variations on Lectio Divina, but essentially, the technique 

consists of a three-step process of reflection.  When the reflection is 

done with a group, the responses are shared by all the participants. 

Once the text is selected, it is read meditatively, and the following 

are then explored: a word or phrase that attracts you; how and 

where the content of this reading touches your life today; what you 

believe that God wants you to do during this coming week (month, 

year, lifetime). 

 

Thanks to Benedict, the Christian community has been gifted with 

this special way of entering into the biblical text.  This week, use the 

Lectio Divina process on one of the readings for the coming Sunday 

and make a note of the life connections you are making.  How is 

this reflection on the biblical text drawing you closer to God and 

others? 
 
©LPi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoration Substitutes Needed 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 11 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m. - Baptism Class (Groom’s Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  JULY 12 
2:00 p.m. - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13 
10:00 a.m. - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m. -   Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JULY 14 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JULY 15 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m. - St. Thomas Picnic (Canyon Aquatic Park) 
 
SATURDAY,  JULY 16 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JULY 17 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

  
 
The Calendar Party was a huge success! 
 
The faculty and staff at Holy Cross Catholic  
Academy wish to thank all of the supporters that  

help make Holy Cross possible.  Be it through prayer, monetary 
donations or volunteering, your support truly makes a difference  
in the lives of the students and their families at Holy Cross.  
 
Stay tuned for information for the next Calendar Party in February, 
2023. 
 

Go Mustangs! 
 

 
July 24-30, 2022, is Natural Family Planning Awareness 
Week. This year’s theme is “Called to the Joy of Love.”  The 
dates of Natural Family Planning Awareness Week highlight the 
anniversary of the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae (July 25) 
which articulates Catholic beliefs about human sexuality, conjugal 
love, and responsible parenthood.  The dates also mark the feast 
of Saints Joachim & Anne (July 26), the parents of the Blessed 
Mother. Visit usccb.org/topics/natural-family-planning/media-kit 
for more information. 

DIRECTOR OF STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT 
 

This positon includes responsibility for preparing and writing 
grants and follow-up status reports for private and corporate  
foundations as well as intra-church funding organizations.  It  
directs the diocesan stewardship effort in encouraging all faithful 
to joyfully give of time, talent, and treasure to the Church.  This 
office has a primary role in creating and promoting of the United  
Catholic Appeal (UCA), works closely with the Bishop, Finance 
Office and all Department Directors.  The position also includes 
responsibility for diocesan fundraising, major gifts and donor  
retention.  Some travel is required.  For a detailed job description 
including skills & experience, visit https://amarillodiocese.org. 

Catholic Education 

Diocese of Amarillo - Open Position 

A Night at the Museum 

Natural Family Planning Awareness Week 

 
Last January, after a long COVID shut-down, our Perpetual  
Adoration ministry was resumed.  A new software system was 
added that has greatly improved the management of substitutes. 
A well-staffed sub list with wide availability is the essential key to a 
successful Adoration program. 
 
As a Perpetual Adoration parish, we are committed to having 
someone in adoration 24/7.  After 6 months have passed, we see 
that about 10% of the monthly hours have needed a sub to help 
cover. The vast majority of sub request are immediately accepted. 
However, now with summer demands we are seeing an increase 
for substitute requests. 
 
Currently, we have about 70 active substitutes and we estimate 
that we need about 100.  Our greatest need is with the 10:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 a.m., hours.  For more information or to sign up for the 
Adoration program, please contact Simon Wright ,806-570-9776. 
 
“The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, is the 
best time you will spend on earth. Each moment that you spend  
with Jesus will deepen your union with Him and make your soul 
everlastingly more glorious and beautiful in heaven, and will help 
bring about everlasting peace on earth.” 
 
~Saint Teresa of Calcutta’ 

The Diocesan Museum is sponsoring an Ecumenical Art  
Competition. The winner in this competition will receive 
$4,000, with the artwork receiving a permanent home in the  
museum.  Second prize is $750 and third prize is $500.  The art 
pieces are of a religious nature and in the medium of the artists 
choice.  You, the public, will vote on the art pieces on Thurs.,  
July 14, during A Night at the Museum, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  
The three pieces with the most votes will be presented to a panel 
of three judges, who will decide first, second and third place.  
Those unable to attend on July 14 can vote at the museum,  
beginning  Tues., July 5.  Museum hours are Mon., through 
Thurs., from 9:00 a.m., to 4:00 p.m.  All pieces of art, with the 
exception of the first place winner, can be purchased at the listed 
price. For more information, please call Susan Garner at the  
Diocesan Pastoral Center, 806-414-1076. 

St. Thomas Pictorial Directory 

 
It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory.  The directory is a necessary 
tool to keep us connected.  Parishioners will be photographed 
beginning this month (July) and will receive a free 8 x 10 print and 
a paper directory.  This directory will also be available with an 
app so you can stay connected even without a book.   
Schedule your appointment soon to get a time that works with 
your summer schedule by using this link:  https://ucdir.com/ 
The church code is tx194 & the password is photos. 

https://ucdir.com/


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JULY 11 

6:00 PM 
+James Brown by David & Priscilla Miller 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 12 

6:00 PM 

+Jennifer Schmitt by Her Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13 

7:00 AM  

+Diane May by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 14 

7:00 AM 

Int. of Roman Hernandez by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 15 

7:00 AM 

+Tiffany Carter by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 16 

5:00 PM 

+William Zimmermann by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 17 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Int. of Michael Moreno by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
11:15 AM 

+Gerald Brandt by Cathy Freeby 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

Religious education families returning from last year (’21-’22), 
use this code to register for the upcoming RE year: 

 
These codes will only work until Aug. 21. After 
that time, anyone wishing to register for RE 
classes will be put on a wait list. 

 

If you’re new to the RE program or weren’t registered for 2021-
2022 year, please register for the 2022-23 year here: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to find a 
date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From 
that site you will be able to register for any session offered in the 
diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the  
parish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held July 10, in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will be on the second week our 7 week  
sessions of “The Search.”  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 

806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 

      
 July 27 only 

12:00 PM Adoration Chapel 

“Be still and know that I am God”  Psalm 46:10 

 

20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) Prayer: 
Contemplative Prayer is a method of silent prayer that 
prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative pray-
er, prayer in which we experience God’s presence 
within us.  
 

20 minutes of Lectio Divina: During Lectio Divina, 

the practitioner listens to the text of the Bible with 
the “ear of the heart,” as if he or she is in conversa-
tion with God, and God is suggesting the topics for 
discussion.  The method of Lectio Divina includes mo-
ments of reading (lectio), reflecting on (meditation), 
responding to (oratio) and resting in (contemplation) 
the Word of God. 

 

20 minutes of Adoration:  Adoration is a time of 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  This time 
can be spent praying the rosary, journaling, praying 
silently, or any way you wish. 
 

            ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 St. Kateri Tekakwitha - July 14 

    
   St. Kateri Tekakwitha was the first Native American to 

be canonized.  Known as the "Lily of the Mohawks," 

Kateri lived a life of holiness and virtue, despite  

obstacles and opposition within her tribe. 

   Kateri was born in Auriesville, New York, in 1656 to  

a Christian Algonquin woman and a pagan Mohawk 

chief.  When she was a child, a smallpox epidemic  

attacked her tribe and both her parents died.  She was 

left with permanent scars on her face and impaired eyesight.  Her 

uncle adopted her and began planning her marriage while she was 

still very young. 

   When three Jesuit fathers were visiting the tribe in 1667, they spoke 

to her of Christ, and though she did not ask to be baptized, she  

believed in Jesus with an incredible intensity.  She realized that she 

was called into an intimate union with God as a consecrated virgin. 

   Kateri had to struggle to maintain her faith amidst the opposition of 

her tribe who ridiculed her for it and ostracized her for refusing the 

marriage that had been planned for her.  When she was 18, Fr. 

Jacques de Lamberville returned to the Mohawk village, and she 

asked to be baptized. 

   The life of the Mohawk village had become violent, so Kateri  

escaped to the town of Caughnawaga in Quebec, near Montreal, 

where she grew in holiness and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 

and lived the last years of her short life there.  She was said to have 

reached the highest levels of mystical union with God, and many 

miracles were attributed to her while she was still alive.  She died on 

April 17, 1680 at the age of 24.  Witnesses reported that within 

minutes of her death, the scars from smallpox completely vanished 

and her face shone with radiant beauty.  
~catholicnewsagency.com 

 

http://www.virtus.org
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