
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                      July 24, 2022      

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

   Meister Eckhart asks, “Who is the man whose prayers God  

always hears?” He answers, “God hears the man who appeals  

to God as God. When, however, man appeals to God, hoping for 

some worldly good, he is not appealing to God at all, but to what he 

is asking of God. He is trying to make God his servant. On this point, 

St. Augustine says: ‘You pray to what you love, for true whole prayer 

is nothing but love!’ Thus, we pray to what we love, and no one  

rightly prays to God but he who prays for God and has nothing on 

his mind but God.” We struggle with what we want God to do and 

how we want our prayer validated. Meister Eckhart is correct. We 

often want God to be our servant. We further struggle with trusting 

that God knows what we need and that His will is best. 

 

   God’s will is not some predetermined outcome of events that  

we must simply suggest. “Thy will be done” is not an invocation  

beckoning us to accept a particular state of affairs passively.  

Rather, it is the humble and confident placement of ourselves in  

the presence of the God we seek, whom we call “Father.” We  

must remember that God is the God of life and light. It is from  

nothing that God brings something and from the darkness that  

God brings life. Prayer allows us to seek the One we love with the 

assurance that all will be well regardless of what course the events 

of our lives take. God is not about passive submission but the  

humble trust of love. 

 

   That’s what makes the Lord’s Prayer the perfect prayer. It  

provides us with proper disposition and focus, putting in line all of  

the essential relationships of our lives. It celebrates and fosters the 

ever-deepening relationship of trust we have with our Creator. It  

also calls us to keep open the doors of love between our brothers 

and sisters with the power that comes with forgiveness. If in one’s 

darkest hour they can find the resolve to fervently pray this perfect 

prayer of Jesus’ conviction, then there is no doubt that God will hear 

their plea, reach out in love, and bring them ever closer to His heart. 

What more does one need to weather the storms of life besides faith, 

hope, and love? These are God’s most perfect gifts and all we really 

need. 
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“Ask and you will receive; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you.”  ~LUKE 11:9 
 

Jesus assures us that if we ask, God 
will take care of what we need.  The 
problem is that our culture often  
confuses what we really need with 
what we simply want.  The truth is 

that many of us need very little.  However, we usually want so 
much more!  Stewardship is simply being grateful for all that we 
are and all that we have been given, and generously sharing all of 
our God-given gifts with others.  Generosity is a gift that opens 
doors to new relationships with others and with God. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, July 24:  

   Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13    
                                                                         
Monday, July 25: 

  2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28  
Tuesday, July 26:  

  Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43   
Wednesday, July 27:  

  Jer 15:10, 16-21/Mt 13:44-46 
                   
Thursday, July 28:  

  Jer 18:1-6/Mt 13:47-53 
 
Friday, July 29:  

  Jer 26:1-9/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42   
                          
Saturday, July 30: 

  Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21  

Sunday, July 31:  

  Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine  

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana 

Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
“Beginning Experience” is a weekend  
retreat for divorced, separated and wid-
owed men  and women.  This weekend  
program transforms lives.  It makes a 
real difference.  The truth is no one has 
to suffer alone, and although life may 
never be the same, it can be good 
again...very good.  The next Beginning 

Experience weekend is Aug. 19-21, at the Bishop DeFalco 
Retreat Center.  For more information or to register, contact 
Jim Brockman at 806-344-7490 or  jkbrockman@gmail.com, 
or visit our web page at https://bdrc.org.  Please take advantage 
of this life changing program...you won’t regret it. 

A Loving Tribute 

 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP OUR 

FAMILY PRACTICE OUR FAITH 

EACH DAY? 
 

Some families practice their  

religion together as just another 

event on their schedule: go to 

church, observe Lent, help at the 

parish picnic, go to a meeting, 

volunteer time, make your con-

fession, use your envelope... But the focus needs to be on 

who we are—God’s people, in relationship with him, loved, 

forgiven, and redeemed, and called to live and proclaim 

the Gospel. Our awareness of God’s presence and our sense 

of mission are supported by the daily rituals, celebrations, 

and traditions that help us stay focused. Sharing our faith 

strengthens us and clarifies the beliefs and values of  

Christian living. 

 

Daily family practices include time for prayer—before meals, 

before bed, before important meetings and activities. Attend 

Sunday Mass together and discuss the homily afterward. 

Create family celebrations for holy days and holidays. Make 

religion a regular part of your discussions. Include others, 

especially the elderly and the less fortunate, in your  

activities and charitable efforts. By applying the virtues of 

faith, hope, and love to each day, faith becomes part of 

who your family is. It influences how you act towards others, 

what you value, and how mindful of God you are. Faith is the 

leaven of life that helps all of us rise to our calling and  

dignity as God’s people. 
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Are You Divorced, Separated or Widowed? 

 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Dena, Brady & Halee Quirk 

in loving memory of  

Bryan Quirk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 25 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  JULY 26 
2:00 p.m. - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
10:00 a.m. - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Bible Study-AFF (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m. -   Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m. -   Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JULY 28 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JULY 29 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JULY 30 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JULY 31 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

  
Football at Holy Cross Catholic Academy is back!   
Watch the school website for the complete schedule.  

  
Come out and support the Mustangs! 

 

Catholic Education St. Thomas Pictorial Directory 

 
The Family Life Office of the  
Diocese of Amarillo will once again 
be hosting the annual Respect Life 
Banquet on Sun., Sept. 11, at the 
Civic Center Hertiage Room,  
beginning at 4:30 p.m., with a 
Social Hour followed by a Prime 
Rib Dinner furnished by the Big 
Texan at 5:30 p.m.  The speaker 
this year is Dr. Ray Guarendi.   
Dr. Ray is a Catholic father of ten 
adopted children.  He is a clinical 
psychologist, author, professional speaker, and national radio  
and television host.  His TV show has been running for six  
seasons and Dr. Ray’s radio show can be heard Mon., thru 
Thurs., at 12:00 noon, on our St. Valentine radio station.  If 
you have seen or heard his show, you know he is always funny,  
entertaining, and provides knowledgeable solutions concerning 
relationships.  Also, he has authored sixteen books.  Please join 
us Sun, Sept. 11, to celebrate life and to meet Dr. Ray.  If you 
are interested in attending, you may register on line at: 
amarillodiocese.org/rlm-banquet or call the Family Life  
Office at 806-414-1059.  Thank you for your support for life. 

Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 
 
It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory.  The directory is a necessary 
tool to keep us connected.  Parishioners will be photographed 
beginning this month (July) and will receive a free 8 x 10 print and 
a paper directory.  This directory will also be available with an 
app so you can stay connected even without a book.   
Schedule your appointment soon to get a time that works with 
your summer schedule by using this link:  https://ucdir.com/ 
The church code is tx194 & the password is photos. 

 
When I Called, You Answered 

 
Some of us have that friend about whom  

we are constantly discovering new things.  

Maybe we’ve known this person for ten or 

even twenty years, and one day at lunch 

we’ll find out they’re a direct descendant  

of a dead president or they once met a  

major celebrity.  
 
“You never asked,” they’ll say with a shrug. 
 
As annoying as this can be, it makes perfect sense, doesn’t it? We 

never asked. There is something strangely sacred about the act of 

asking for something. It requires humility. It requires grace. It requires 

us to be awake, to be aware, to be vulnerable. 
 
Too often we fall into a pattern of entitlement, even when it comes  

to information. We go through life thinking that a great cosmic  

conveyor belt of what we want is going to roll on past us, and we’ll 

barely even have to extend our arms. We read our Bible and we 

hear all these amazing promises from the Father who loves us, and 

we get sort of complacent. He’s got this, we think, and we shut our 

eyes to take a snooze on the road trip of life, confident that  

someone else is going to look out for stop signs and wrong turns. 
 
It’s true: God’s got this. He is going to take care of us. But He wants 

us to be in relationship with Him. He wants us to be an active,  

receptive participant in our own salvation. See his patience with 

Abraham’s entreaties on behalf of the righteous of Sodom: He wants 

to answer, not simply to tell. 
 
He wants us to stay awake for the drive. 

~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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If you want a lovely memorial tribute  
to a lost loved one or loved ones or a 
way to honor those special individuals 
in your life, be reminded that you may 
purchase a beautiful fresh flower  
arrangement designed by Scott’s 
Flowers for a donation of $85.00.   

  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or just call the Parish Office at  
806-358-2461.   

In Honor or Loving Memory 

https://ucdir.com/


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JULY 25 

6:00 PM 
+Gerald Brandt by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 26 

6:00 PM 

+Tom & Paul Stich by Pat Stich 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 

7:00 AM  

Sr. Mary Ann McGee SNJM by Rob & Kris Michelottie 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 28 

7:00 AM 

Deceased Relatives of John & Ann Roach by Ann Roach 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 29 

7:00 AM 

Special Intention of Marian Elliott-Davis 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 30 

5:00 PM 

+Terry Jochim by Steve & Bernie Austin 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 31 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Rita Marina Montes Sanchez by Her Family 
 
11:15 AM 

+Vicente Carrizo by Carrizo Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

Religious education families returning from last year (’21-
’22), use this code to register for the upcoming RE year: 

 
 

These codes will only work until Aug. 21. Af-
ter that time, anyone wishing to register for 
RE classes will be put on a wait list. 

 

If you’re new to the RE program or weren’t registered for 
2021-2022 year, please register for the 2022-23 year here: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will 
be Aug. 24, in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be 
safe environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up 
for this date or to find a date that works for your schedule. You 
must pre-register. From that site you will be able to register for 
any session offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please 
call Ann Lueb at the  
parish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held Aug. 7, in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will be on the fourth week our 7 week  
sessions of “The Search.”  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   

or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CATHOLIC 

MAN IN TODAY’S WORLD? 
 

All men are welcome  to a night of  
reflection and fellowship 

 
AUG. 10, 2022 

 
 

Dads, give Moms a night off and bring your 

children!  

 

While men attend their session, children ages 

6 – 10  will have a lesson led by Fr. John,  and 

children 11 and up will be gathered for a short 

bible lesson as well.  

 

Limited to  20 children for each group 

 
Nursery care will be available for children 5 

and under 
 

Going bowling together for fellowship at Western 
Bowl!  
 

(Children are invited to go bowling as well) 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

    
Saint James the Apostle is also called James, son  

of Zebedee, or James the Greater to distinguish him 

from the other James in Jesus’ group of twelve. Most 

of what we know about Saint James is recorded in  

the New Testament. He and his brother John were 

collected by Jesus along the sea of Galilee. Matthew 

4:18-22 tells the story of Jesus calling first Simon Peter 

and his brother Andrew and then the sons of Zebe-

dee. In Mark 3:17 the brothers receive a nickname 

from Jesus who calls them “sons of thunder” because 

of their many extreme reactions, like that in Luke 9:54 

when they offer to call down fire on a Samaritan village. 
 
Saint James was part of Jesus’ intimate circle, a witness to the  

Transfiguration, the resurrection of Jarius’ daughter, and the agony 

in the garden of Gethsemane. In A.D. 44 Herod Agrippa had 

“James, the brother of John, killed by the sword.” (Acts 12:2) He  

is the only apostle whose martyrdom is written of in the New  

Testament.  
 
According to Spanish tradition, his body was taken to Santiago de 

Compostela, Spain where his relics were rediscovered in 9th century. 

This tradition has sometimes been attributed to a passage in the 

Song of Roland which tells of St. James appearing to Charlemagne 

in a dream, prophesying that Charlemagne would conquer the 

Moors in Spain. This was followed by a vision of stars which if  

followed would lead to the saint’s lost tomb. In the Middle Ages 

Compostela was a hugely popular pilgrimage site. The saint’s relics 

continue to rest in the cathedral there and one can still undertake 

the pilgrimage. 

 

St. James the Apostle - July 25 

 
For more information or to sign up contact  
ROB MICHELOTTI at robo_cop59@yahoo.com 
or 806-340-4992  

 
NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 
   Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings  

http://www.virtus.org
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