
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 August 21, 2022      

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    
   The serious disciple knows the necessity and value of discipline. 

Thinking of discipline as something punitive in nature, we underscore 

its place in our spiritual lives. Discipline is really about a radical trust 

in God and his guidance. “When you are conducted by a guide 

who takes you through an unknown country at night across fields 

where there are no tracks, by his own skill, asking no advice from 

anyone, giving no inkling of his plans, what choice do you have but 

to give yourself completely to his guidance? If you are convinced 

that he is a good guide, you must have faith in him and abandon 

yourself to his care (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).”  

 

   If someone wants to be physically fit, they readily find a  

competent trainer who sets them on a rigorous schedule.  

Determined to reach their goals, they sacrifice personal pleasure 

and trust in his guidance. Why should it be any different with God?  

In order to remain true to the way Jesus places before us, we have 

to listen, learn, and be willing to change. Falling in love with God 

and maintaining that relationship requires an investment of time, 

energy, and hard work. Putting personal preferences aside in pursuit 

of the Gospel and giving proper attention to our spiritual lives is  

challenging work. At first, “all discipline seems a cause not for joy 

but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 

those who are trained by it (Hebrews).” 

 

   “What God does is essentially good. It does not need to be  

reformed or controlled…If you would live according to the  

Gospels, give yourself completely and simply to the action of God  

(Jean-Pierre de Caussade).” Submission to the holy will of God is  

not a submission to a set of pre-ordained set of circumstances.  

Rather, it is an abandonment and trust in God’s creative, life-giving, 

and salvific power. God brings light out of darkness and life out of 

death. Nurturing this bond of trust and seeking God in all things  

creates an intimate and particular relationship and bond between 

our Creator and us. When He comes, there will be no issue with us 

recognizing Him or Him recognizing us. We will have met before. 
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“For behold, some are last who will be first 
and some are first that will be last.”  
~LUKE 13:30 
 

Our cultural standards are different 
from God’s standards.  We often  
rank people by what they have, how  
powerful they are, or how successful 

they are.  Jesus reminds us that God will not judge us by the 
same earthly standards.  When God asks you, “What have you 
done with the gifts I have given you?  How will you respond? 
 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, August 21:  

  Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30    
                                                                         
Monday, August 22: 

  2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Mt 23:13-22   
Tuesday, August 23:  

  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Mt 23:23-26     
Wednesday, August 24:  

  Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 
                    
Thursday, August 25:  

  1 Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51 
 
Friday, August 26:  

  1 Cor 1:17-25/Mt 25:1-13   
                           
Saturday, August 27: 
 
  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 
 
Sunday, August 28:  

  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, 

Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, 

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, 

Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

 
HOW CAN I PRACTICE GRATITUDE  

IN MY EVERYDAY LIFE? 
 
God has given each of us many 

blessings. Fostering an “attitude  

of gratitude” might be easier than 

you think. Simple, concrete  

practices can help us to be more 

thankful more often. Incorporate it 

into your dinner with your spouse, 

or as you tuck the kids into bed at night. “What are three 

things you’re thankful for today?” Make a habit of writing 

one note a week to someone special in your life, thanking 

them for how they’ve impacted you. This is also a good 

practice in the workplace. Consider opening your weekly 

meetings with a quick round of gratitude sharing. “I’m  

grateful John helped me with that last-minute change to  

my presentation last week. I wouldn’t have finished it in  

time for the meeting without him.” 
 
Another way is to designate a few minutes to thank God. 

This could be the first bit of your daily prayer time or after 

you receive communion on Sundays. You can also integrate 

it into your daily routine. How about while brushing your 

teeth? There’s probably nothing so important it can’t wait 

two minutes. Brush your teeth, quiet your mind, and thank 

God from your heart for His blessings throughout the day. 

Get creative! Any moment is an opportunity to praise and 

thank God. 
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Catholic Life Explained 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

The Stich Family 

in loving memory of  

Thomas & Paul Stich 

 
The Family Life Office of the  Diocese of Amarillo 
will once again be hosting the annual Respect Life 
Banquet on Sun., Sept. 11, at the Civic Center 
Heritage Room, beginning at 4:30 p.m., with a 
Social Hour followed by a Prime Rib Dinner  

furnished by the Big Texan at 5:30 p.m.  The speaker this 
year is Dr. Ray Guarendi.  Dr. Ray is a clinical psychologist,  
author, professional speaker, and national radio and television 
host.  If you are interested in attending, call the Family Life Office 
at 806-414-1059 or go to amarillodiocese.org/rlm-banquet. 
Thank you for your support for life. 

Respect Life Banquet 

 
A second collection  will be taken at all liturgies next weekend, 
Aug. 27/28, for Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle.  
You may either place it in the collection basket, mail it to the 
church or schedule it on line.  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.   

Second Collection 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 22 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  AUGUST 23 
6:30 p.m. - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Virtus Training-Safe Environment (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  AUGUST 25 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  AUGUST 26 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 27 
8:45 a.m. - RE Catechist Retreat & Training  (Hall & Classrooms) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST 28 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

 
 
School is back in full swing at Holy Cross Catholic  
Academy.  The faculty and staff are wishing everyone a 
great year!  Go Mustangs!   
 
  

Prayer to Begin a School Year 
 

God of wisdom and might, 

we praise you for the wonder of our being, 

for mind, body and spirit. 

Be with our children as they begin 

a new school year. 

Bless them and their teachers and staff. 

Give the strength and grace as their bodies grow; 

wisdom and knowledge to their minds 

as they search for understanding; 

and peace and zeal to their hearts. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Catholic Education 
 

Chancing the Narrow Gate 
 

From doctors to counselors, anthropologists to schoolteachers, it 

seems like everyone has their own parenting style to peddle,  

guaranteeing it will result in a happy and well-adjusted kid. 

 

You’ve got “gentle parenting,” predicated on respect for the child’s 

feelings and needs. You’ve got “attachment parenting,” based on 

the belief that kids need time to adjust to being outside of the 

womb. You’ve got “free-range parenting,” where self-sufficiency 

reigns supreme. 

 

But of all the parenting approaches I’ve come across, I’ve never 

encountered a philosophy that rejects discipline altogether. There 

are lots of conflicting opinions on how best to administer that  

discipline, but I’ve never heard any parent or parenting “expert” 

worth their salt say that a mother or father should completely ignore 

misbehavior that threatens the well-being of the child himself.  

 

Discipline is in our human DNA. Consider for a moment what the 

world would look like if it came to be filled with people who had 

never been taught to reflect on their life challenges. People who 

bristled at the suggestion of personal growth.  

 

And yet we become this way with God. Even the most “devout” 

among us shy away from occasions of divine constructive criticism. 

We avoid confession and forego daily examinations of conscience. 

We keep things superficial in our prayer life, avoiding depth of heart 

and real intimacy with God, afraid of what He will speak to us.  

 

But when we do this, we rob ourselves of an opportunity to rely on 

God’s fatherly strength, to rest in His mercy, to fill ourselves up with 

His goodness. We’re putting up our hands, saying: “No thanks,  

Father, I’m good. You can keep your discipline. You can keep your 

grace.” 

 

When we do this, we are making a beeline for the “narrow gate,” 

sure of our own strength and ability to pass through it. All I can say is 

this, proceed at your own peril. Are you so sure of yourself? 

 

~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Chef Needed - Retreat Center   

 
It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory.  The directory is a necessary 
tool to keep us connected.  Parishioners will be photographed 
beginning this month (July) and will receive a free 8 x 10 print and 
a paper directory.  This directory will also be available with an 
app so you can stay connected even without a book.  Please 
schedule your appointment soon to get a time that works with your 
summer schedule by using this link:  https://ucdir.com/ 
The church code is tx194 & the password is photos.   

St. Thomas Pictorial Directory 

 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center is accepting applications for 
an Executive Chef.  It is a full-time position, with benefits.   
Responsible for managing kitchen operations including but not 
limited to ensuring compliance with health regulations, developing 
menus, procuring and preparing food, hiring staff and maintaining 
dining room. Mostly weekend work, with flexible weekday  
schedule.  Plan and execute up to three meals a day for groups  
of 10 -100, and special events of up to 200. Must pass  
background check and have current food manager certification. 
For more information call Sister Stella Maris 806-383-1811. 

 
 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel. 

Like Praying the Rosary? 

In Need of Special Prayers? 
 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107.  

  
Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

https://ucdir.com/


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 22 

6:00 PM 

Int. of Ann Roach by Pat Stich 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 

6:00 PM 

+Roxanne Winders by Joe & Kathy Hart 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 

7:00 AM  

Int. of Mary Ann Manske by Mary Sweeney 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 

7:00 AM 

+Hugo Usala by Dr. Stephen J. Usala 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 

7:00 AM 

Int. of All Grieving Souls by Tom & Margie Campbell 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 

5:00 PM 

+Rev. Robert Busch by Kathy Brown 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Gerald Brandt by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
11:15 AM 

+Rosa Ruiz by Carrizo Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

We are seeking a few more catechists for our classes this 

year! PreK-3, 1st Communion II, 4th, and 6th, and Confirmation I. 
 
Registration closes THIS WEEKEND! 

 
 
Religious education families returning from 
last year (’21-’22), use this code to register for 
the upcoming RE year: 
 
 
 

 
If you’re new to the RE program or weren’t 
registered for 2021-2022 year, please register 
for the 2022-23 year here: 
 
 
 

The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will 
be Aug. 24 from 1-3 p.m. and Aug. 24, in the evening. If you’re 
an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, please go to 
www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to find a date that 
works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that site you 
will be able to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If 
you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the  parish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held Aug. 28, in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will be on the 7th week our 7 sessions of “The 
Search.”  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   

or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
SURVIVING DIVORCE  

 For Men and Women seeking Healing from Divorce 

Join us on this powerful journey to hope and healing! 

  Surviving Divorce is a 12 week program. 

    

Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, Nov. 7, 14, 21,  

Dec. 5, 12, & 19. 
 
                 6:30 p.m. in the Marian Room 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Seasons of Hope is a 6-week series 

Grief Comfort Groups centered on Jesus Christ 
  

Register by Sept. 14 for: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 17, 24, 31, 

at 10:00 a.m. 

Register by Sept. 14 for: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 

at 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

    
 
Born Isabel Flores de Olivia in April 

1586 in Lima, Peru to Spanish  

colonists, Saint Rose of Lima took  

the name Rose at her confirmation in 

1597. Legend holds that she received 

this nickname as an infant because a 

servant saw her face transformed into 

a rose.  
 
Even as a child Saint Rose was dedicated to Christ. Growing up she 

made many secret penances. And when she was old enough to be 

married, deterred suitors by cutting off her hair and rubbing pepper 

on face to make it blister. She took a vow of chastity even though 

her parents wished her to marry. She fasted many times a week and 

permanently abstained from meat. 
 
Eventually her parents gave in and allowed her to join the Third  

Order of St. Dominic, although she was not permitted to live in a 

convent. Saint Rose undertook severe penances, allowing herself 

only two hours of sleep a night in order to have more time to pray, 

wearing a heavy silver crown with spikes on the inside imitating 

Christ’s crown of thorns, and even burning her own hands. However, 

she also cared for the sick and hungry, and sold her beautiful  

embroidery and fine lace, as well as flowers she grew to help raise 

funds for the poor. 
 
She died at the age of 31 on August 24, 1617. Pope Clement X  

canonized her in 1671, she was the first saint of the New World,  

born in the Americas. Saint Rose of Lima is the patron saint of Latin 

America and the Philippines. 

St. Rose of Lima - August 23 

For more information or to sign up, contact  
Dayamín Winchester at dwinchester@amarillo.church  

or 806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

For more information, contact Craig Bednarz at 
craigbednarz@me.com or the Faith Formation  

Office at 806-358-2461, Ext 107. 

 

Stay Informed 

NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 

 
   Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings.  

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church
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