
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 August 28, 2022      

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    
   People who are concerned with their own advancement  

and agenda have little room for anyone else. With an almost 

addictive pursuit of esteem and acknowledgment from others, 

they become little more than entitled embodiments of the vice 

of pride. Public humiliation or embarrassment can hit them  

hard. While avoiding humiliation and embarrassment may be 

advantageous to obtaining worldly success, they are much less 

desirable motivations for entering the Kingdom of God. Avoiding 

embarrassment is a self-serving motivation. Pride and all of its 

manifestations have no place on God’s agenda, neither do 

worldly success and fulfillment. In fact, we have been clearly 

told that if we love our lives, we will lose them.  Therefore, if you 

really want to find your true station in life, learn to give yourself 

away. 
 
   While this may sound foolish to secular ears, it actually  

makes perfect sense. God, who is love, makes each of us in  

His image. Love, and therefore God, is in our DNA. That being  

the case, love is never love if it is kept to oneself or hoarded. 

Love needs to be shared and given away. Therefore, it is the 

only proper motivation for entering the Kingdom of God. The 

door to happiness is only opened when we realize that all we 

are and all we have is due only to God’s grace. Without God  

we are nothing.  
 
   Love is the remedy for pride and protects us from ourselves. 

God asks us to be humble. Only when we are free from the  

traps of pride and arrogance that we can begin to follow the 

path to true humility. Only one who is humble can rightly love 

and be of service to God. “God makes use only of the humble 

as his instruments (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).”  The humble one 

does not need others to give them worth and value. Their  

self-esteem comes from the much more secure foundation of 

God. Only those who are entirely free can give themselves 

freely to others. Love must always be our motivation for doing  

all things. Be content that God has invited you to the banquet  

of life. Concern yourself with accepting the invitation, and don’t 

worry about where you will sit. 
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“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 
blessed indeed will you be because of 
their inability to repay you.” 
~LUKE 14:13-14 
 
One of the main principles of living a  
stewardship lifestyle is to give without 
expecting anything in return.  This is  
difficult for some to comprehend in the 

“consumerist” culture that we live in.  This is even difficult for many parish 
communities that have become heavily dependent on parish fundraising 
events to support the mission and ministry of their local parish.  Generally 
speaking, at a parish fundraiser, you pay money and receive something  
in return, it’s just a financial transaction.  This is opposed to our parish 
offertory at Holy Mass, where we unite our sacrifice with Jesus’,  
renewing our covenant relationship with Him.   
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, August 28:  

   Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14   
                                                                         
Monday, August 29: 

  1 Cor 2:1-5/Mk 6:17-29   
Tuesday, August 30:  

  1 Cor 2:10b-16/Lk 4:31-37     
Wednesday, August 31:  

  1 Cor 3:1-9/Lk 4:38-44   
                    
Thursday, September 1:  

  1 Cor 3:18-23/Lk 5:1-11   
 
Friday, September 2:  

  1 Cor 4:1-5/Lk 5:33-39     
                           
Saturday, September 3: 
 
   Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 15:25-33  
 
Sunday, September 4:  

   Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 15:25-33   

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, 

Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, 

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, 

Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

 
 CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

Sign Before the Gospel 

 

Question:  

I have been going to Mass for years 

and have always wondered: why do 

we make the three signs of the cross before the Gospel? 
 

Answer:  
Certainly, many people go to Mass or other devotions,  

doing and saying things out of habit or reverence and not 

really understanding the reasons behind some of these 

things. But everything we do has a meaning or purpose that 

helps us to worship better, proclaim our beliefs, or focus the 

attention of the people on something that has a greater  

importance or significance. A review of the meaning of  

various gestures and practices can help us have a deeper 

appreciation for what we do. 
 
There is a little prayer that goes with the three crosses before 

the Gospel: “May the words of the Holy Gospel be on my 

mind, on my lips and in my heart.” In standing to hear the 

Gospel, we acknowledge that Jesus is present, and the 

words of the Gospel are addressed to us. All of the gestures 

and special postures we adopt before the Gospel are  

intended to help us prepare for hearing the Word as well as 

act on it. The incense, the Alleluia, the deacon or priest, and 

the special dialogue and announcement that introduces the 

Gospel help us focus our attention on the Good News we 

are about to hear. The three signs of the cross show our  

desire and good intention to hear and live the Gospel. 
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Why  Do We Do That? 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Gary & Marian Davis 

in loving memory of  

Bobby & Patricia Belcher 

 

                 "Feelings Matter!" 

 
As a child, what unwritten rules were  
you taught about feelings?  Were you  
taught to stifle, ignore or acknowledge  
your  feelings?  How might your current 
choices affect your physical, mental and 
emotional well-being?  The interactive,  

educational "Feelings Matter" program for women will explore  
the importance and the challenges of identifying, processing and 
managing our feelings in a healthy way.  Make plans to attend. 
 

Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Sept. 14th, 9am - 10:30am,  
to register: call 806 383 1811. 

Nurturing Moms 101  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  AUGUST 30 
6:30 p.m. - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Court of Honor (Church/Msgr. Tash Hall)  
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - RE Teen Groups (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 1 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 2 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 3 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 4 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance 

 
 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Humility and Stewardship 
 

Some people have “the rich relation”  

in their family tree. Aunt Cindy, who is  

always traveling somewhere new and  

exciting. Cousin Richard and his lake 

house. Your sister and brother-in-law who 

buy a new car every year. 

 

Oftentimes these relatives take great happiness in sharing their 

wealth. You can usually count on an exotic gift from Aunt Cin-

dy’s latest adventure or an invitation to go out on Richard’s  

pontoon boat at the end of the summer. 

 

Yet sometimes, that person wants something in return. Not  

money, of course, but something else. Attention. Flattery.  

Gratitude. Cindy wants you to ask her where she got the  

priceless artifact in Istanbul, so she can talk about the many 

antiquities dealers she visited. Richard wants you to ask about 

his new boat, so he can talk about how well business has been 

this year. Maybe the person just wants to know you like the gift 

or that the experience offered is pleasing to you. 

 

This is a natural inclination that we all possess. There is nothing 

wrong with wanting to be the person people count on. There is 

nothing wrong with wanting to offer worthy gifts. There is nothing 

wrong with hoping that maybe, just a little, we might be  

appreciated. 

 

What matters is the spirit we carry within our hearts when we  

do it. What matters is our destination as we approach that  

proverbial table. Are we headed for the place of honor,  

expecting it to be waiting for us? Or are we making our way to 

the lowest place, simply thankful to be invited to the meal? 

 

~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Catholic Education 

 
It’s time for a new Pictorial Directory.  The directory is a necessary 
tool to keep us connected.  Parishioners photographed  will  
receive a free 8 x 10 print and a paper directory.  This directory 
will also be available with an app so you can stay connected even 
without a book.  Please schedule your appointment by using this 
link:  https://ucdir.com/.  The church code is tx194 & the password 
is photos.   There are still some dates available, so sign up 
today.  

Labor Day Picnic - Holy Family Church 

A Note of Thanks 

 
Holy Family Catholic Church, Nazareth, TX, 210 S. Joseph St., 
is hosting their annual Labor Day Picnic, Sept. 4, 2022  
beginning with a parade at 10:00 a.m.  This year’s theme is 
“Celebrating God’s Goodness.”  Following the parade, a roast 
beef dinner will be served from 11:00 a.m., to 2:00 p.m.  Tickets 
for the meal are $12 for Adults, and $6 for those 10 years and 
younger.  The day’s activities will include a bake shop, adult raffle, 
adult bingo, cow patty bingo & a corn hole tournament.  There will 
be games for the children from noon to 4:00 p.m., children’s raffle 
& children’s bingo.  Wristbands will be available.  A live trailer & 
cattle auction will take place at 1:30 p.m.  The evening will end 
with a hamburger supper at  5:00 p.m.    

 
 
St. Thomas Rosary Makers will be meeting every other Tuesday 
from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., in the Marian Room.  Newcomers are  
welcome and all supplies are furnished.  Next meeting date will  
be Tues., Sept.  6.   

St. Thomas Rosary Makers 

In Need of Special Prayers? 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107.  

New Church Directory  

 
 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy sports are  
scheduled for the fall semester. 

 
 

 Varsity volleyball coach is Laura Valdez. 

 Middle school volleyball coach is Dolores “Dede” Martinez.   

 Cross Country coach is Tim Felker. 

 Football coach is Zach Zuniga. 
 
Please check the school website for schedules and come out 

to support the Mustang athletes!   

https://holycrossama.org/athletics 

 
The Knights of Columbus would like to thank 
all who bought raffle tickets to support their 
annual fundraising event.  Thanks to all who 
purchased tickets, the event was a great 
success?  The winner of the Wifi Grill was 
Arturo Perez from St. Joseph’s Church.  
Thank you for your continued support. 

Everyday Stewardship 

https://ucdir.com/
https://holycrossama.org/athletics


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 29 

6:00 PM 

+Tom & Betty Lantzy by Joe & Kathy Hart 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30 

6:00 PM 

+John Roach, Sr. by Ann Roach 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 

7:00 AM  

+Cha Nguyen Hang Duong by Chi Duong 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTMBER 1 

7:00 AM 

Int. of Barbara Carlson by Maureen Mack 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

7:00 AM 

Int. of Esthella Alvarado by Pat Stich 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

5:00 PM 

+Oskar & Lorine Schwertner by Roxann Schwertner 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Pat Chandler by Eileen Harpole 
 
11:15 AM 

Int. of Rosalie Chontos by Bunnie Brooks 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

We are seeking a few more catechists for our classes this 
year! PreK-3, 1st Communion II, RCIC, 6th, and Confirmation II. 
 
Religious education classes for those registered will begin 
on Sept. 11 from 10:05-11:05 a.m. High school students will 
not begin class until Sept. 18. 
 
Have you heard about our new small group program for high 
school students? Parents and teens, if you’re interested in 
learning more, come to one of our informational nights:  

Wed., Aug. 31 from 7-8 p.m. in the hall OR 
Tues., Sept. 6 from 7-8 p.m. in the hall 

 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be 
Sept. 14 in the evening.  If you’re an adult who needs to be safe 
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up for 
this date or to find a date that works for your schedule. You must 
pre-register. From that site you will be able to register for any ses-
sion offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann 
Lueb at the  parish office.  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held Aug. 28 in the library from  
10-11 a.m. We will be on the 7th week our 7 sessions of “The 
Search.”  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   

or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SURVIVING DIVORCE  
 For Men and Women seeking Healing from Divorce 

Join us on this powerful journey to hope and healing! 

  Surviving Divorce is a 12 week program. 

    

Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, Nov. 7, 14, 21,  

Dec. 5, 12, & 19. 
 
                 6:30 p.m. in the Marian Room 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

    
 
Saint Gregory the Great lived in a most  

turbulent time. There were devastating  

episodes of plague, the sacking of Rome 

and the breakdown of strong Roman rule, 

invasions by Lombards and Franks, floods, 

and a widening gap between imperial  

Byzantium and the Roman Church. 

 

Born around 540 into a noble Roman family, 

Saint Gregory was probably trained in law, 

and started his public service as a Prefect  

of Rome. However, upon the death of his 

father, he converted his family home to 

monastery, where he resided as a monk. He 

built six more monasteries in Sicily and one in Rome. 

 

Often called the father of the medieval papacy and Apostle of  

the English, Saint Gregory was proclaimed Pope by acclamation  

in 590. Although he was reluctant to assume this post, preferring  

the cloistered life, his accomplishments were many. He was an  

extremely capable manager of Church estates and tenants and  

is known for his reform of the liturgy. He was instrumental in the  

consolidation of papal power and led the fight against the many 

heresies promoted by small Christian groups at the time. Through  

his prolific correspondence he oversaw monastic life, curtailing t 

he power of grasping bishops, correcting abuses, and enforcing 

discipline. He was particularly concerned with the conversion of 

England, sending 40 monks from his monastery including Saint  

Augustine of Canterbury to evangelize there. 

 

Saint Gregory died in 604 and was sainted immediately. He is one of 

four key doctors of the Western Church, including Saints Augustine, 

Ambrose, and Jerome. 

St. Gregory the Great | September 3 

For more information, contact Craig Bednarz at 
craigbednarz@me.com or the Faith Formation  

Office at 806-358-2461, Ext 107. 

 

High School STAY will begin Wed., Sept. 7 and fourth -eighth 
grade STAY will begin Sun., Sept. 25.  Check out the youth  

calendars on our website for our meeting dates: 
https://amarillo.church/youth  

St. Thomas Youth 

   

Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
Called and Gifted Workshop 

"Discover God's calling and vision for your life" 

 
You are uniquely gifted; use your God-given  

spiritual gifts and transform the life of your parish. 
 

     Save the date, October 8, 2022. 

http://www.virtus.org
https://amarillo.church/youth
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