
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                            September 4, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    
 
   What virtue is the cornerstone of discipleship? Love. Jesus 

preached about it, lived it, and summarized his greatest  

commandment featuring it. Love is in our DNA. To follow Jesus,  

then, is to follow the path of love. While this may appear to be an 

attractive and easy option, it most assuredly is not. Authentic love 

always comes with sacrifice. It is the complete giving of oneself to 

another. The sacrificial character of love always requires that we 

leave something aside and pursue something else. This is at the 

heart of self-denial. Love asks us to make choices that are often 

difficult.  

 

   There is a reason Jesus asks that the love of God come first. 

“Charity is the right attitude of mind which prefers nothing to the 

knowledge of God. If a man possesses any strong attachment to  

the things of this earth, he cannot possess true charity (St. Maximus 

the Confessor).” “If anyone comes to me without hating his father 

and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his 

own life, he cannot be my disciple.” A devoted disciple must be 

single-minded in her quest for God. She cannot allow anyone or 

anything to have more power over her soul than God. When any 

earthly attachments become more important than Love, we can  

get ourselves into trouble.  

 

   The Gospel calls us to walk boldly into the darkness, confusion, 

and emptiness of the world clothed in the mantle of love. We are 

asked to walk with others on their journey, offering a supportive, 

healing, challenging, and faithful presence. Ours is not to judge. To 

walk this sacrificial journey means that I must put myself aside and 

focus on the needs of others. “A sacrifice to be real must cost, must 

hurt and must empty ourselves (St. Teresa of Calcutta).” Love helps 

us walk straight and focus to see things more clearly and help others 

to do so as well. Many folks struggle to find joy and meaning in life. 

People may simply need someone with the freedom to sit with them 

in their pain, so they don’t feel so alone.  Through acts of kindness, 

gestures of acceptance, and words of compassion, burdens can be 

lightened. Believe in God’s love and seek it above all other things! 
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“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple.” 
~LUKE 14:33 
 

When we first hear this statement,  
it seems that Jesus is making an  
unrealistic demand upon us.  How can  

we renounce all of our  possessions?  We need them to live.  
However, what we must renounce is the belief that they belong  
to us.  Everything that we have belongs to God alone.  All of our  
resources are entrusted to us not only for our own use, but also  
so that we can help others.  Once we renounce the idea that we 
possess or are entitled to anything, it is much easier to share the 
many gifts that God has given us.  Then we truly are His Disciples. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, September 4:  

  Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 15:25-33   
                                                                         
Monday, September 5: 

  1 Cor 5:1-8/Lk 6:6-11   
Tuesday, September 6:  

  1 Cor 6:1-11/Lk 6:12-19     
Wednesday, September 7:  

  1 Cor 7:25-31/Lk 6:20-26     
                    
Thursday, September 8:  

  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23     
 
Friday, September 9:  

  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Lk 6:39-42       
                           
Saturday, September 10: 
 
  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10     
 
Sunday, September 11:  

  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10       

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, 

Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, 

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, 

Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

 

 Lighting Candles in Church 
 

Question:  

Why do Catholics light candles in 

church?  

 

Answer: 
Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the earli-

est times. In the days before electricity, candles and oil lamps 

were the ways that people lighted  

buildings. Even today, we often still depend on candles during 

power outages, relying on their flickering flames to bring light 

into the dark. 

 

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occasions. 

Think about a festive family meal or a romantic dinner for two — 

there will often be candles on the table, special objects for a 

special event. We light candles on birthday cakes and carry 

them in processions. We also place candles at makeshift me-

morials that appear when there has been an accident or act of 

violence. In these moments, their light casts aside a different 

kind of darkness — the darkness of grief, fear, and death.  

 

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and lamps  

at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice of having 

candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the celebration.  

 

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues and 

icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred images and 

the relics of the saints, basically “shining a light” on what they 

held to be sacred. When pilgrims would visit these shrines, they 

would often bring candles to light before the image or relic. 

These candles came to be a symbol of the person, and their 

prayer and the burning these candles came to be understood 

as an extension and continuation of the prayer that was offered. 

What began as a practical way to provide light has come to be 

a symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of 

everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his saints.  
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Why  Do We Do That? 

 

 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were anonymously donated  

& represent prayers 

for the victims of all wars  

 
 

Monday, September 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
LABOR DAY - PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 6 
10:00 a.m. - Discover the Gift-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
7:00  p.m. - RE Teen Groups (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Discover the Gift-AFF (Upper Room N) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 8 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 10 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 11 
10:00 a.m. - Late RE Registration (Library) 
10:00 a.m. - RE Teen Groups (Upper Room S) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K Wings) 
10:05 a.m. - RCIA Inquiry Class (Marian Room) 

Week at a Glance 

Catholic Education 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

Interested in Advertising Your Business? 

St. Thomas Altar Server Training 

 
 
The annual RadioThon to benefit St. Valentine Catholic Radio is 
taking place Mon., Sept. 12 through Fri., Sept. 16. This is the one 
time a year that the radio station raises funds to continue the  
mission of Catholic Radio in the Diocese of Amarillo. If you would 
like to make a financial gift, please call St. Valentine Catholic  
Radio at 806-350-1360 or go to kdjw.org/donate. Thanks for 
your generous support of this radio ministry. St. Valentine Catholic  
Radio is at 94.5FM in the Amarillo/Canyon metro area; 1010AM 
throughout the Diocese of Amarillo; kdjw.org on-line; and, at 
105.5FM in the Castro County area. 

 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy students now have 
tickets available for the 2023 Catholic Life Insurance 
Catholic Schools Sweepstakes.   
 

Raffle tickets are only $5.00 each.   
 
The grand prize winner can choose one of the following prizes:   
 
• Roman Holiday Vacation for 4 
• 2023 Toyota Corolla Sedan  
• $20,000 prepaid VISA card 
 
Each participating school is guaranteed to have a winner  
of a $1,000 prepaid VISA card individual winner drawn  
from tickets sold by their school.  Drawing to be held  
Feb. 14, 2023. 
 

For more information or to purchase tickets,  
contact Holy Cross at 806-355-9637. 

 
Please support HCCA by purchasing tickets!   

RadioThon 2022 

  
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call Dayamin Winchester,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you in 
advance for your participation. 

 
"Feelings Matter!"   

 
As a child, what unwritten rules were you taught 
about feelings?  Were you taught to stifle, ignore 
or acknowledge your feelings?  How might your 
current choices affect your physical, mental and 
emotional well-being?  The interactive and   
educational "Feelings Matter" program for  women will explore the 
importance and the challenges of identifying, processing and 
managing our feelings in a healthy way.  This program will be held 
at Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Sept. 14th, 9am - 10:30am.   
To register, call 806-383-1811. 

Nurturing Mom 101 

  
 

Sunday, Sept. 25 or Oct. 2, at 3:30 p.m.  
 

To sign up, contact Dayamín Winchester at  
806-358-2461, ext. 107, or  

dwinchester@amarillo.church 
                   

 

James Bradley from LPi, our bulletin printer, will be at the 
church office the week of September 12th, securing new ads 
for our church. As a valuable member of the business commu-
nity, we invite you to expand your reach and grow your busi-
ness with an ad in our parish bulletin.  

James Bradley 
913-596-0118  
jbradley@4lpi.com 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNzD0OwyAMQOHThBHZxg50YOjSexB-ShpSKpoq12-kN3562eM8o3WOCVTyFg1ZVqsnIAJHNxQxDBqpCAOXMEsSWXhiKK3H7d2PrGPfVfVwSWszOCRMzhqLMRdaTAqxoKSsmq_H8flO5j7R42pLr1P38VTDjzO0LY_rGvYw1ta6jvU3Yv0DCZAuLQ
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

6:00 PM 

+Ed Venhaus by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

6:00 PM 

+Robert Kleman by Anna Kleman Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

7:00 AM  

+Michelle Blackwell-Peoples  

by Barry & Sandra Blackwell 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTMBER 8 

7:00 AM 

+Eva Belcher by Scott & Abbey Hancock 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

7:00 AM 
+Leo J. Mack & Kevin J. Mack by Maureen Mack 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

5:00 PM 

Special Intention of Marian Elliott-Davis 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Maria Espino by Deborah Carrizo 
 
11:15 AM 

Int. of Barbara Gray by Pat Stich 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 

We are seeking a few more catechists for our classes this 
year! PreK-3, RCIC, 6th, Confirmation I, and Confirmation II. 

Religious education classes for those registered will begin 
on Sept. 11, from 10:05-11:05 a.m. High school students will 
not begin class until Sept. 18. 

Have you heard about our new small group program for high 
school students? Parents and teens, if you’re interested in 
learning more, come to one of our informational nights:  

   Tues., Sept. 6, from 7-8 p.m., in Msgr. Tash Hall OR 

   Sun., Sept. 11, from 10-11 a.m., in the Upper Room South 

The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be 
Sept. 14 in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe 
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 

 
RCIA NEWS 

 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held Sept.11, in the Marian Room 
from 10-11 a.m. We will be restarting our 7 sessions of “The 
Search” for a new group!  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   

or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE 

Be transformed as a Disciple of Christ.   A ten-part 

study on the life of Jesus Christ. Join us on Sun., 

Sept. 18 at 10:05 a.m. in the Upper Room. Cost of 

workbook $20. 
     

THE SEARCH is a seven-part study that tack-

les the key questions of every human heart. 

Chris Stefanick and experts from multiple fields 

of science, medicine, psychology, art, and reli-

gion examine our place in the larger story of ex-

istence. Join us on Tues., Oct. 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Marian room.  Cost of workbook $15. 
 
GALATIANS is an eight-part study by Jeff 

Cavins and Gayle Somers.  Jeff Cavins provides 

comprehensive teaching and commentary on 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians. Join  Join us on 

Wednesday, September 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the  Marian 

room. Cost of workbook $20. 
 

For more information or to sign up, contact Dayamin  
Winchester at dwinchester@amarillo.church or  

806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

    

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR EVERYDAY MOMENTS 
 

Where’s the Sacrifice? 
 
“It’s not that I want you to do it. It’s that I want you to want to do it.” 

 

If you’re married or in a relationship, your partner has probably  

either said something like this to you or you have said it to them.  

If one of you hasn’t said it, you have probably wanted to, and it’s 

likely that a big argument or two was had where you dance around 

the sentiment, these exact words flashing in your mind like an  

old-time movie marquee.  
 
The “it” never really matters much. Taking out the trash, painting  

the bedroom, traveling to your in-laws’ for Christmas — whatever 

the subject matter of the disagreement is, it’s all just so much set 

dressing. The heart of the matter is the sacrifice and desire. That’s 

what it all hangs on. Am I with a person who will sacrifice for me? 
 
When Paul writes to Philemon that he is sending Onesimus to him,  

he says exactly this. He tells Philemon that he would prefer to keep 

Onesimus with him, but that he does not want to deprive Philemon 

both of Onesimus and the opportunity to make a sacrifice worthy in 

the sight of the Lord. 
 
The point is not who gets to hang out with Onesimus. The point is, as 

it says in the Gospel, who is willing to carry his cross? Who is willing 

to renounce his possessions? Who is willing to do the good deed for 

the sake of the other?  
 
God doesn’t care that much about what we have to offer. He cares 

much more that we have the strength to offer whatever we have.  

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Everyday Stewardship 

 

High School STAY will begin Wed., Sept. 7 and fourth -eighth 
grade STAY will begin Sun., Sept. 25.  Check out the youth  

calendars on our website for our meeting dates: 
https://amarillo.church/youth  

St. Thomas Youth 

 

 

 

 
Called and Gifted Workshop 

"Discover God's calling and vision for your life" 
 

You are uniquely gifted; use your God-given  
spiritual gifts and transform the life of your parish. 
 

     Save the date, October 8, 2022. 

Thursday, September 8 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church
https://amarillo.church/youth
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