
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           September 11, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    
 
   Since God created human beings, we have struggled to keep  

our focus on God. We wrestle with the question of “who is God”  

and foolishly believe some of God’s job description can be better 

completed by us. We wander in different directions, lose our way, 

think that happiness can be found elsewhere and even construct 

golden calves to worship. Are we simply too independent or just 

blatantly stubborn? It’s a good question to ask. Even with all of our 

silliness and distractions, God compassionately and patiently 

waits. He lets us assert our wills and knows that perhaps one day 

we will actually wake up and realize how lost we are. 

 

   “Since happiness is nothing other than the enjoyment of the  

highest good and since the highest good is above, no one can  

be made happy unless he rises above himself, not by an ascent 

of the body but of the heart. But we cannot rise above ourselves 

unless a higher power lifts us up … Divine aid is available to those 

who seek it from their hearts, humbly and devoutly; and this 

means to sigh for it in this valley of tears, through fervent prayer 

(St. Bonaveture).”  One of the biggest human struggles is  

discerning what, exactly, is the highest good. We are ordered  

to achieve it but if we pursue it with clouded vision, we will  

never truly find it. 

 

   One of the greatest obstacles to God’s power and love is a  

stubborn, closed heart of stone. When we are fiercely determined  

to set our sights elsewhere for happiness or simply ride the popular 

currents of the day, we will never satisfy the deep ache and  

longing within. We know that ache well. It is precisely why we 

scurry all over the place, attempting to find the next best thing to 

take away its pain. Nothing in the created world ever can or will. 

We continue our journey. One day, people may wake up and 

realize that they are grazing in the wrong pasture and putting 

themselves in harm’s way. When this awakening occurs, it will be 

a most joyous day as we will see God’s wide-open arms waiting 

to receive us. “Lead me, Lord, in your path, and I will enter in your 

truth. Let my heart rejoice that it may fear your name (St. Bona-

venture).” 

 

©LPi 



“Everything I have is yours.” 
~LUKE 13:31 
 

Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, 
including the chance to share in His  
eternal kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal 
Son, we are often lured away by the  

materialism of our society.  Do you really want to turn your back 
on all that God offers in exchange for material wealth that has no 
lasting value?  God wants us to be happy on earth as well.  But, 
that requires us to freely accept His gift of faith; putting Him first in 
all things and detaching from our own self-sufficiency. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, September 11:  

  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10   
                                                                         
Monday, September 12: 

  1 Cor  11:17-26, 33/Lk 7:1-10   
Tuesday, September 13:  

  1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Lk 7:11-17      
Wednesday, September 14:  

  Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17     
                    
Thursday, September 15:  

  1 Cor 15:1-11/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35     
 
Friday, September 16:  

  1 Cor 15:12-20/Lk 8:1-3       
                           
Saturday, September 17: 
 
  Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13     
 
Sunday, September 18:  

  Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13     

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

 
WHY DOES MARY HAVE SO MANY  

FEAST DAYS AND NAMES? 

 
Christians first began celebrating feast days 

in honor of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the 

fifth century.  That celebration (originally 

called the Feast of the Dormition and now 

known by Roman Catholics as the Solemnity 

of the Assumption) was celebrated on August 15.  Very soon,  

however, other special days dedicated to Mary began to appear 

in Jerusalem, Rome, and other major cities of the Christian world. 

These days of feasting became important parts of the life of the 

community.  But, more importantly, each of these unique  

celebrations became an opportunity to focus on a different facet  

of the Christian faith, as believers focused their attention on specific 

events or mysteries of the lives of Mary and her Son. 
 
Over the centuries, some of these celebrations became universal 

(such as the Assumption on August 15, the Immaculate Conception 

on December 8, and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God on  

January 1.)  Other celebrations were more closely tied to certain 

religious orders (such as the Carmelites celebration of “Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel” on July 16 or the Servite Friars feast of the “Seven 

Sorrows of Mary,” which is now celebrated as the Memorial of Our 

Lady of Sorrows on September 15.) 
 
In more recent times, Marian apparitions (like Guadalupe, Lourdes, 

and Fatima) have inspired special liturgical celebrations.  Pope 

Francis has added two new celebrations of Mary to the Church’s 

calendar: The Memorial of Mary, Mother of the Church (on the  

Monday after Pentecost) and the Commemoration of Our Lady of 

Loreto (on December 10.) The various titles of Mary (like those we 

find in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to reflect on 

different aspects of Mary’s faith and the ways that the Holy Spirit is  

at work in her and through her, especially as the Mother of Jesus. 
 
In the end, whatever the event or mystery being celebrated in a 

particular liturgy or the title of Mary being used, we are invited to 

always see Mary in connection with the saving work of her Son.  She 

is, of course, a patroness and protector for every Christian, but she is 

also a model of discipleship and contemplation:  “Having entered 

deeply into the history of salvation,  Mary, in a way, unites in her 

person and re-echoes the most important doctrines of the faith: and 

when she is the subject of preaching and worship she prompts the 

faithful to come to her Son, to his sacrifice and to the love of the 

Father” (Lumen Gentium, 65.) 
 
©LPi 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were  donated  

by Teresa, Jessica & Steven Harper 

In loving memory of  

Larry Harper 

St. Thomas Altar Server Training 

 
Sunday, Sept. 25 or Oct. 2, at 3:30 p.m.  

 
To sign up, contact Dayamín Winchester at  

806-358-2461, ext. 107, or  
dwinchester@amarillo.church 

mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m. - Baptism Class (Groom’s Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 13 
10:00 a.m. - Discover the Gift-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Discover the Gift-AFF (Upper Room N) 
6:30 p.m.   - Virtus Training-Safe Environment (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rooms 5 & 7 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 15 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 16 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 17 
6:30 a.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room North) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 18 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus the Way-AFF (Upper Room North) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K Wings) 
10:05 a.m. - RCIA Inquiry Class (Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m.   - St. Thomas Bridge Club (Parlor) 
4:45 p.m.   - Chime Choir (Chime Room) 
5:30 p.m.   - Youth Orchestra (Choir Room) 
6:00 p.m.   - Youth Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 

Week at a Glance 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

Catholic Education 

 
 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call Dayamin Winchester,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you 
in advance for your participation. 

   
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

 
 

Do You like to Knit or Crochet? 

 
New Head of School Promotes Relationships and Respect 

At Holy Cross Catholic Academy (HCCA) 
By Anna Monroe, Senior 

 
Out of the 116 students attending HCCA, every single 
one knows coming to school that they are seen and 
respected by a man who makes it a priority to shake 
their hands every single morning when they come 
through the door. 
  

Holy Cross welcomed new Head of School, Craig Logan in 2022. 
Every head of school has one outstanding strength, and for this 
man, it is the relationships he builds 
. 

 “I am very confident in his abilities because I’ve worked side 
by side with him,” Angela Seidenberger, former Head of 
School at Holy Cross, said. “His love for people gives me 
chills.” 

 
As the head of a Catholic school, Logan strives to instill the tools 
of faith into the students of his community.  
 

 “Being new here, Mr. Logan was supportive, great, and 
helped in every way he could,” Charlie  Maldonado, religion 
teacher at Holy Cross, said. “He implements my suggestions 
with regards to the Catholic faith, and seeing this lived out is 
the reason why I love teaching here.” 

 
Logan walks closely in the footsteps of Jesus and tries to live out 
the Scripture through patience and service. 
 

 “We serve students, and now, I serve the people that work for    
me and with me,” Logan said. 

 
Mr. Logan stands at the front doors to greet every student with a 
smile and a handshake.  
 

 “If I would have known about this kind of environment, I would 
have found it 30 years ago,” Logan said. “When I was in pub-
lic school, I could pray for my kids, but now I can pray with 
them.”  

 
Holy Cross is kicking off the new school year feeling very blessed 
to have Mr. Logan! 
 
Thank you, Mr. Logan! 

  
The Shawl Ministry meets each Tues. afternoon at 2:00 p.m., in 
the Parlor.  If you like to knit or crochet, you are welcome to 
join this very worthwhile ministry.  Enter Entrance C on the north 
side of the church. 

Like Praying the Rosary? 

 
 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or  
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism Class before the reception  
of the Sacrament.  Please call the parish  
office, 806-358-2461, to inquire about the 
next baptism class.    

Sacraments 

 
 
MARRIAGE:  If you are getting married 
sometime this year, NFP is a mandatory  
requirement in the Diocese of Amarillo for 
couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. 
For more information and class schedules 
near you, please visit the website, 
www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
Our volunteers who count the collection each week request  
that all parishioners indicate on the outside of their contribution  
envelopes the amount of monies enclosed.  This will ensure 
better accuracy for accounting purposes.  Also, if you use a pew  
envelope for your donation, please put your full name (not 
initials or just first name) on the envelope so donation can  
be recorded properly.  Also, if you have elected to make your 
contributions to St. Thomas by using the online payment 
option, please call the Parish Office, 806-358-2461, and  
request that your monthly envelopes be stopped.  Thank you. 

Contributions 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

10:00 AM 

+Jennifer Schmitt by Her Family 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

10:00 AM 

+Marion Gabel by Maureen Mack 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

10:00 AM  

Int. of Mary Moreno by George & Rebecca Moreno  
 
THURSDAY, SEPTMBER 15 

7:00 AM 

+Phil Miller by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

7:00 AM 
+Jan McCoy-Lis by Gerald Lis 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

5:00 PM 

+Peter Duong by Chi Duong 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Craig Coldewey by Joe & Madeline Ryberg 
 
11:15 AM 

+Stew Bryant by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

Want to Promote Your Business? 

 

High School STAY started Wed., Sept. 7, and fourth -eighth 
grade STAY will begin Sun., Sept. 25.  Check out the youth  

calendars on our website for our meeting dates: 
https://amarillo.church/youth  

St. Thomas Youth 

 

 

RE NEWS 

 
Religious education classes for those registered will begin 
this Sun., Sept. 11, from 10:05-11:05 a.m. High school  
students will not begin class until Sept. 18. 
 
Have you heard about our new small group program for high 
school students? Parents and teens, if you’re interested in 
learning more, come to the Upper Room south wing this  
Sun. morning, Sept 11, at 10:00 a.m! 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be 
Sept. 14 in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe 
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 

 
RCIA NEWS 

 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held Sept.11, in the Marian Room 
from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  This is the last chance this year if 
you’re interested in joining the Catholic Church in Easter 2023!  
  

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   

or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE Be 

transformed as a Disciple of Christ.   A ten-part study 

on the life of Jesus Christ. Join us on Sun., Sept. 18 at 

10:05 a.m. in the Upper Room. Cost of workbook $20. 
     

THE SEARCH is a seven-part study that tackles 

the key questions of every human heart. Chris 

Stefanick and experts from multiple fields of 

science, medicine, psychology, art, and religion 

examine our place in the larger story of exist-

ence. Join us on Tues., Oct. 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Marian room.  Cost of workbook $15. 
 
GALATIANS is an eight-part study by Jeff 

Cavins and Gayle Somers.  Jeff Cavins provides 

comprehensive teaching and commentary on 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians. Join  Join us on 

Wednesday, September 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the  Marian 

room. Cost of workbook $20. 
 

For more information or to sign up, contact Dayamin  
Winchester at dwinchester@amarillo.church or  

806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

 
 

 

 

 

Into the breach 

  All men are welcome  to  Into the Breach  series! 
Saturday mornings          OR                   Monday nights 

Sept. 17, 24,                                              Sept. 19, 26,  
Oct. 15, 22,                                                Oct. 17, 24, 
Nov. 12 & 19.                                             Nov. 14 & 21. 
6:30 a.m., breakfast                                 6:30–7:30 p.m.,                  
7:00 – 8:00 a.m., class                             class 
 

   For more information or to sign up contact  
   ROB MICHELOTTI at robo_cop59@yahoo.com   

   or 806-340-4992 

James Bradley from LPi, our bul-

letin printer, will be at the church 

office the week of September 

12th, securing new ads for our 

church. As a valuable member of 

the business community, we invite 

you to expand your reach and 

grow your business with an ad 

in our parish bulletin.  

 

James Bradley 
913.596.0118 
jbradley@4lpi.com 

https://amarillo.church/youth
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church




      

 

     

           

 

 

       

           

           CALLED AND GIFTED 

                WORKSHOP 

 

 

 “Discover God’s calling and vision for your life” 

 

                       Presenters: 

           Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

You are uniquely gifted; use your God-given spiritual 

gifts and transform the life of you parish. 
 

          

Pursue love, but strive eagerly for the spiritual gifts, above all 

that you may prophesy.  1 Cor. 14:1 

 

October 8, 2022 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 
In the Parish Hall 

Entrance D 
 
 
 

Bring your bible! 

 

Cost $10 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 

To register contact Dayamín 

Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church 

 Or 806- 358-2461, ext. 107 

 



St. Thomas Altar Guild  

It has been my honor to serve as the St. Thomas Altar Guild President the last two 

years.  The Altar Guild will hold a membership drive the weekends of September 

17/18 and 24/25. Envelopes will be passed out at each entrance and available at 

the gift shop for all masses. The first meeting will be held on Monday October 17, 

2022 at 6:00 PM Social, 6:30 Meeting and 7:00 Program.  Look for more 

information coming in October.  

It is my pleasure to introduce the 2022-2023 officers. 

President – Muff London Bichsel 
Vice President – Katherine Quinlin 
Secretary – Mary Lou Venhaus 
Treasure – Roxanne Schwertner 
Historian – Joani Guyer 
 
I look forward to see the great things the St. Thomas Altar Guild will provide in the 
coming years. 
Blessings to all.                                            
 
Joani Guyer 

STAG Pres. 2020 – 2022  
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