
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         September 25, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   
“If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they  

be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.” Regardless of 

how the message of faith is received, a total conversion of mind and 

heart is needed for it to take root and have meaning. It is easy to 

become complacent and comfortable with all that life can afford us. 

Life can become “all about me,” preserving my livelihood and pro-

tecting my securities. Often, this drive can become so strong that we 

eagerly strive to protect our self-interests at the expense of others. 

Other people are necessary only to the extent that they are “useful” 

to us and profitable. 

 

Merriam-Webster defines entitlement as “the belief that one is  

deserving of or entitled to certain privileges.” In a world that  

pretends to offer us so many necessities, this is perhaps the greatest 

contemporary sin. When we feel “entitled” to something, even if it is 

perceived necessary, our relationships can get skewed. Unless we 

adopt a global vision of entitlement wherein everyone is entitled to 

the same things, we risk becoming extremely self-focused and  

selfish. All we care about is defending our rights and protecting our 

turf. This impulse can be so strong that we pursue it even at the  

expense of another. Is this what God intends for his children? 

 

Holding on to this myopic vision, the plight and station of others are 

off our radar and of no real concern to us. Relying on our own merits 

and becoming resilient to life’s challenges, we replace the true and 

real God with the one we created ourselves. Jesus and the prophets 

before him have consistently reminded us of the dangers of wealth, 

ignoring the poor and the needy, and becoming too fiercely  

independent and arrogant. Yet, we conduct our lives as if that  

message has never been preached. We give our faith a nod and 

never consider for a moment that we may be wrong in terms of what 

we see as important. “The things that we love tell us what we are 

(attributed to St. Thomas Aquinas).” Ponder those words a bit and 

remember that when we leave this world and go to the next one, 

what we loved here is what we will look for there. What we sought 

here may not be there. 
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“My child, remember that you received what was 
good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise 
received what was bad; but now he is comforted 
here, whereas you are tormented.  Moreover, 
between us and you a great chasm is  
established…”   LUKE 16:25-26 
 

When God created the world, He declared that it was good and 
He gave it to all mankind to enjoy.  However, over the years, we 
have created a chasm between those who have great gifts and 
those who do not.  In today’s Gospel, we see that with our own 
generosity, we must bridge that gap between those who have 
much and those who have little or we may find ourselves on the 
wrong side of the chasm in the next life. 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, September 25:  

  Am 6:1a, 4-7/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31  
                                                                         
Monday, September 26: 

  Jb 1:6-22/Lk 9:46-50   
Tuesday, September 27:  

  Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Lk 9:51-56      
Wednesday, September 28:  

  Jv 9:1-12, 14-16/Lk 9:57-62       
                    
Thursday, September 29:  

  Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Jn 1:47-51       
 
Friday, September 30:  

  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Lk 10:13-16         
                           
Saturday, October 1: 

  Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10   
 
Sunday, October 2:  

  Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10        

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

 

Catholic Life Explained 
 

Question: 

Who is St. Jerome and why is he so 

significant that we honored him with a 

feast on September 30? 
 

Answer: 
St. Jerome (345–420) was considered the greatest biblical 

scholar of his day, conversant with Latin, Greek, and He-

brew. He set about translating the books of the Bible from 

their original languages into Latin. 
 
Much of Jerome’s correspondence has survived and gives 

us a powerful glimpse into the kind of person that he was, as 

well as the time in which he lived. Jerome eventually be-

came Pope Damasus’ (366–384) personal secretary. In the 

West, Latin was overtaking Greek as the language of the 

common people. The pope desired a translation of the Bible 

that would be accurately translated from the original  

languages into the language and idiom of the people.  

\Previous Latin translations existed, but they were poor in 

quality. 
 
Jerome set about this task and spent the rest of his life  

meticulously translating. He is credited with the translation  

of the Bible known as the Vulgate, a Latin translation  

intended to address the needs of the common people. That 

translation became the standard and the only one used by 

Catholics until modern times. Catholics did not actively  

engage in a similar process until 1943, when Pius XII allowed 

Catholic scholars once again to go back to the original  

languages and translate an accurate and meticulous  

version of the Bible. We carry on that tradition to this very 

day. 
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Why Do We Do That? 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were  donated  

Kris & Glenda Fitzpatrick 

in loving memory of 

Deanie Fitzpatrick 

 
SAVE THE DATES:  The Altar Guild has scheduled their Fall 
meeting dates.  Mark your calendars for Oct. 17, Nov. 14, for the 
Altar Guild Meeting and  Sat., Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., for 
the Altar Guild Brunch.  Watch for details in upcoming bulletins. 

St. Thomas Altar Guild 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
6:30 p.m. - Seasons of Hope-AFF (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 27 
10:00 a.m. - Discover the Gift-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mer (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Discover the Gift-AFF (Upper Room N) 
6:30 p.m.   - Galatians-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rooms 5 & 7) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:00 p.m.   - Parent Session-Reconciliation & RCIC II - Opt. 1 
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 29 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Faith Formation Night-Purgatory  
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 30 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 1 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 2 
8:30 a.m.   - Mobile Blood Drive (South Parking Lot) 
10:00 a.m. - Parent Session-Confirmation II- Opt. 1  
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus the Way-AFF (Upper Room North) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K Wings) 
10:05 a.m. - RCIA Inquiry Class (Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m.   - Altar Server Training (Church) 
4:00 p.m.   - Parent Reconciliation II & RCIC II Session 1, Opt. 2 
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
4:45 p.m.   - Chime Choir (Chime Room) 
5:30 p.m.   - Youth Orchestra (Choir Room) 
6:00 p.m.   - Youth Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

Amarillo ACTS Community 

 
The faculty, staff, and student at Holy Cross Catholic 
Academy would like to give special thanks to  
Bishop Patrick Zurek, Msgr. Joseph Bixenman, Father 
Tony Neusch, Father Alvin Tshuma for celebrating 
Masses with us so far this year! 

 
Thank you also to all of the supporters that help make Holy  
Cross possible.  Be it through prayer, monetary donations or  
volunteering, your support truly makes a difference in the lives  
of the students and their families at Holy Cross.  
  
Save the dates for Homecoming! 

October 5th homecoming parade 
October 6th football game 

 
Go Mustangs! 

 
 
 

Everyday Stewardship 

 
 
The new lector workbooks for are now available in the Parish  
Office.  If you currently serve as a Lector, there is NO CHARGE 
for these books; however, if you wish to make a donation, please 
feel free to do so.  Thank You Lectors for your dedication to this 
ministry!  Please come by and pick up your book between 
8:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m., Mon - Fri. 

 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  

ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
 

Competing Like a Steward 

 

Picture it: family game night.  What are you playing? Monopoly? 

Clue? Chess? Poker? 

 

Whatever your game of choice,  I’ll bet the night is a  lot more  

fun when everyone tries their best to win.  Sure, no one likes an  

obnoxiously competitive opponent — but if we’re being honest  

with ourselves, it’s actually more annoying to face off with someone 

who just doesn’t care.  A little competition gives the activity a pulse. 

It keeps everyone interested.  It speaks to the worthiness of the  

endeavor.  

 

We are told to “compete well for the faith.”  These are confusing 

words, perhaps, since cutthroat competition doesn’t jive with the 

spiritual ideals of submission and humility.  So why is God asking this 

of us?  He isn’t setting up some kind of cosmic contest to reward the 

smartest, strongest, and fastest among us with His mercy and grace. 

 

Competition doesn’t have to mean aggressive self-interest.  It 

doesn’t have to mean ferocity and lack of principle.  Competition 

can — and should — mean witness. Think of the Olympics.  There’s  

a competition that isn’t a conquest or a performance but rather a 

testimony — a feat of strength!  A celebration of ability, hard work, 

and effort.  Does anything glorify God more than that? 

 

Let’s strive to be competitive, but with the competitive nature of an 

everyday steward: that which seeks the good of all running the 

race.  

 

~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Attention Lectors 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

6:00 PM 

+Linda Malouf by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

6:00 PM 

Intention of Susan Wooldridge by Pat Stich 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

7:00 AM  

+Ed Venhaus by Steve & Bernie Austin 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

7:00 AM 

+Timothy Urias by Dorothy Urias 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

7:00 AM 
+David Ehly by His Family 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 

5:00 PM 

+Philip Muller by His Family 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Benito & Gerri Antognoli  

by Randy Toland & Paula Antognoli 
 
11:15 AM 

+Rita Artho by Cathy Freeby 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
Just visit our website at www.amarillo.church and follow the online 
giving instructions to start making your paperless donations.  
Once you have signed up, contact the parish office 806.358-2461 
and have your monthly envelopes canceled.  Thank you for your 
support of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. 

Online Giving 

 

The St. Thomas youth program is off to a great start!  Keep us in 
your prayers this year as we journey through our Catholic faith 
together!  Our calendars are on the website:  
https://amarillo.church/youth.   
 
I am excited to be starting my 6th year as youth director, and I 
look forward to many years to come!  God bless, Andrew. 

St. Thomas Youth 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 
 
Reconciliation/1st Communion II class or RCIC II 
Make sure to come to one of these required informational 
meetings: 
 
Last chance meeting this morning, Sunday, Sept. 25 from 
10:15-11 in the hall 
Upcoming: 
Confirmation II 1st required parent meeting:  
 Option 1: Sun, Oct. 2 10:15-11 a.m. in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Wed, Oct. 5 from 7-745 p.m. in the hall 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be 
Oct. 18,  in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe 
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*We are looking for adult Catholics in good standing with the 
Church to be RCIA sponsors! If interested, please contact the RE 
office! 

*We also need some people to help with our RCIA hospitality 
nights beginning at the end of Sept! If you like to cook or can pro-
vide a meal for our catechumens and sponsors, please contact 
Kerry! 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE Be 

transformed as a Disciple of Christ.   A ten-part study 

on the life of Jesus Christ. Join us on Sun., Sept. 18 at 

10:05 a.m. in the Upper Room. Cost of workbook $20. 

     

THE SEARCH is a seven-part study that tackles 

the key questions of every human heart. Chris 

Stefanick and experts from multiple fields of 

science, medicine, psychology, art, and religion 

examine our place in the larger story of exist-

ence. Join us on Tues., Oct. 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Marian room.  Cost of workbook $15. 

 

GALATIANS is an eight-part study by Jeff 

Cavins and Gayle Somers.  Jeff Cavins provides 

comprehensive teaching and commentary on 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians. Join  Join us on 

Wednesday, September 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the  Marian 

room. Cost of workbook $20. 

 
CALLED AND GIFTED 

WORKSHOP  
 “Discover God’s calling and vision for your life” 
            

OCTOBER 8  
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, in the Msgr. Tash Parish Hall 
                     

Presenters: 

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

COST $10  
Sign up is required to attend to plan accordingly. 
Childcare will be provided. 
             

To register contact Dayamín Winchester  
winchester@amarillo.church  
or 806- 358-2461, ext. 107. 

 

 

The Lighter Side 

https://amarillo.church/youth
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:winchester@amarillo.church




Food Truck Event 

5:30-7:30pm 

St. Thomas Parking Lot 

Food and games for the whole family!   

Admission price is two food items per person for the Catholic Charities Hunger Project.   

Bring your food items, chairs and drinks! 

Sunday, 
September 

25 



 

 Sunday, October 2 



      

    adult faith formation night 

          
 

       PURGATORY – THE MOST               

MISUNDERSTOOD DOCTRINE? 

        Join us for a night of reflection  

                          and fellowship 

 

September 29, 2022 

6:30 – 7:45 PM 

In the Parish Hall 
Entrance D 

 
 
 

PRESENTED BY 

 Deacon Darryl Dixon 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Bring a friend 

and 

your bible! 

 

 

For more information contact 

Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church 

or 806-358-2461, ext. 107 
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