
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                October 2, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

As adults, unless we are dealing with children, “obedience” is not  

a word we typically like to hear. It often brings connotations of  

military protocols, deference to superiors at work, or conforming to 

laws and practices. In a culture that has learned to challenge au-

thority, being obedient is understood more as something I “have”  

to do, not “want” to do. Do you ever see merit in wanting to be  

obedient?  Encouraged to develop independent, self-sufficient  

egos and personas, we learn to focus on our own wills and merits  

as we strive for success and achieve a sense of well-being. Giving 

ourselves over to the will of another, especially when done blindly, 

can sometimes carry more risk than we are willing to take.  Also, 

blindly following orders without any deference to ethics or morality 

can lead to atrocious crimes and violence against humanity. 

 

St. Ignatius of Loyola states, “There are three sorts of obedience;  

the first, obedience when a strict obligation is imposed upon us,  

and this is good; the second when the simple word of the superior, 

without any strict command, suffices for us, and this is better; the 

third, when a thing is done without waiting for an express command, 

from a knowledge that it will be pleasing to the superior, and this is 

the best of all.” St. Ignatius sees obedience as an act of love. When 

the person we are obeying genuinely has our best interest in mind, 

acting themselves with love and integrity, then what St. Ignatius says 

makes excellent sense. When mutual trust and a bond of love and 

respect are present, obedience can lead to freedom and truth. 

 

We ask God to increase our faith. In other words, increase our trust 

that God knows best how to live and act in this world. We desire the 

same confidence, determination, and patience Jesus had that the 

fulfillment of God’s vision would one day come. Nurturing a deep 

love of God and trusting in his providence, we obediently do what 

we know is pleasing to God: love, repent of sin, show mercy, be 

compassionate and fight injustice. As we willingly give witness to our 

faith, we do only what we are obliged to do, expecting nothing in 

return. Spared from the task of having to figure it all out for ourselves, 

we discover freedom. 
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“For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but 
rather of power and love and self-control.” 
~2 TIMOTHY 1:7 
 

 
 

Many of us compartmentalize our Faith, we bring it out only  
when we attend Mass or when we attend a parish event.  Being  
a good steward requires discipline and striving to put God first in 
everything - all the time.  The next time you are at a neighborhood 
party or at work or out shopping, would your words and actions 
signal to others that you are a good and faithful servant of our 
Lord? 
 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, October 2:  

  Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10         
                                                                         
Monday, October 3: 

  Gal 1:6-12/Lk 10:25-37   
Tuesday, October 4:  

  Gal 1:13-24/Lk 10:38-42      
Wednesday, October 5:  

  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Lk 11:1-4      
                    
Thursday, October 6:  

  Gal 3:1-5/Lk 11:5-13       
 
Friday, October 7:  

  Gal 3:7-14/Lk 11:15-26         
                           
Saturday, October 8: 

  2 Kgs 5:14-17/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19  
 
Sunday, October 9:  

  2 Kgs 5:14-17/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

 
"Trust, Transitions and the Holy Family" 

  
Moms of all ages and at all stages of life are invited to this  
educational, interactive program to explore the many facets of 
navigating our everyday transitions. How do you approach  
transitions?  Do you jump for joy or hide away?  Are you familiar 
with the 3 phases of transitions and how we flow between 
them?  We will explore these phases and examine how our Holy 
Family managed their transitions?   
  
Our guest presenter, Mary Pepper has worked with singles,  
couples, parents and families for over 25 years.  She will present 
"Trust, Transitions and the Holy Family" on Oct. 19, 2022,  
9:00 a.m., to 10:30 a.m., at the Bishop DeFalco Retreat.  To 
register, call 806 383 1811.  

Everyone is Invited to Attend 

 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Teresa, Jessica & Steven Harper 

in loving memory of 

Ann Kaplan 

 
SAVE THE DATES:  The Altar Guild has scheduled their Fall 
meeting dates.  Mark your calendars for Oct. 17, Nov. 14, for the 
Altar Guild Meeting and  Sat., Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., for 
the Altar Guild Brunch.  Watch for details in upcoming bulletins. 

St. Thomas Altar Guild 

 
 

“Nurturing Moms 101” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m. - Seasons of Hope-AFF (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 4 
10:00 a.m. - The Search-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 
12:30 p.m. - St. Faustina Day Celebration (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Discover the Gift-AFF (Upper Room N) 
6:30 p.m.   - Galatians-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:00 p.m.   - Parent Session-Confirmation II -  Opt. 2 
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 6 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 7 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 8 
9:00 a.m. - Called & Gifted Workshop (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 9 
10:05 a.m. - RCIA Inquiry Class (Marian Room) 
4:30 p.m.   - Young in Spirit (Msgr. Tash Hall/Parlor) 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

Amarillo ACTS Community 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

 
Friday, October 28th 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy  
is hosting a fun event:   

 
Trunk-O-Treat! - Located in the Holy Cross Event Center  
parking lot from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
There will be candy, games, hot dogs, and fun for the entire  
family! 
 
Mark your calendar now, get your costume, and plan to come out 
to enjoy the fun! 
 

        GO MUSTANGS! 

 
The new lector workbooks for are now available in the Parish  
Office.  If you currently serve as a Lector, there is NO CHARGE 
for these books; however, if you wish to make a donation, please 
feel free to do so.  Thank You Lectors for your dedication to this 
ministry!  Please come by and pick up your book between 
8:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m., Mon - Fri. 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
 
 

 

Violent Conflicts 
 

Question: 

What is the Christian attitude toward violent 

conflicts? 

 

Answer: 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus teaches us “Blessed are the peacemakers” 

and to “love your enemies.” All human beings are made in God’s 

image and likeness. We are one human family — brothers and  

sisters despite what divides us. Christians have the obligation to pri-

oritize peaceful means to resolve conflicts. War wreaks a toll on  

a nation. Civilians bear a disproportionate burden of this cost during 

the war itself and as the nation rebuilds. However, those in authority 

have the obligation to protect the innocent. 

 

During the gradual fall of the Roman Empire, theologians began to 

theorize that war could be just if it was a defensive measure of last 

resort. The “Just War Theory” was later expanded by St. Thomas 

Aquinas, who also included moral obligations during the war itself, 

including the protection of civilians. Those in public authority have 

the obligation to carefully examine their motives, agendas, and 

rationale for violent force. Should a cause be just, those who fight 

and defend under such circumstances must be valued and  

honored. They deserve our support both during and after the war. 
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Lector Workbooks Available 

Like Praying the Rosary? 

 
If you would like to pray the rosary with a group once a week, you 
are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each Thurs. 
morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Do You like to Knit or Crochet? 

 
The Shawl Ministry meets each Tues. afternoon at 2:00 p.m., in 
the Parlor.  If you like to knit or crochet, you are welcome to 
join this very worthwhile ministry.   

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested 
in joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain 
request, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

Need Special Prayers? 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 

6:00 PM 

+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 

6:00 PM 

+Jerry Ricke by Joe & Kathy Hart 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 

7:00 AM  

Intention of Louise Westlake by Ann Roach 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 

7:00 AM 

+Arturo Moreno by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 

7:00 AM 
+John Roach by Pat Stich 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 

5:00 PM 

+Aaron Coldewey by Joe & Madeline Ryberg 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Nestor Osalvo by His Family 
 
11:15 AM 

+Josefa Carrizo by Carrizo Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
LPi, or bulletin publisher, offers a way to have the weekly 
bulletin sent directly to your inbox.   
 
Just visit www.parishesonline.com and search for our parish to get 
started today.  It’s fast, easy and free!  This publication includes 
all the advertisers who support our weekly publication. 

Parishes Online 

 
The St. Thomas youth program is off to a great start!  Keep us in 
your prayers this year as we journey through our Catholic faith 
together!  Our calendars are on the website:  
https://amarillo.church/youth.   
 
I am excited to be starting my 6th year as youth director, and I 
look forward to many years to come!  God bless, Andrew. 

St. Thomas Youth 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
Confirmation II 1st required parent meeting:  
 Option 1: Sun, Oct. 2 10:15-11 a.m. in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Wed, Oct. 5 from 7-745 p.m. in the hall 
Confirmation I 1st required meeting: 
 Option 1: Wed, Oct. 19 from 6-6:45 in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Sun, Oct. 23 from 10:15-11 in the hall 
2nd required meeting for Rec/1st Communion II is  
 Option 1: Sept. 28 from 6:45-8 p.m. OR 
 Option 2: Oct. 2 from 4-5:15 p.m. 
Childcare available upon request. 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be 
Oct. 18,  in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe 
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*We are looking for adult Catholics in good standing with the 
Church to be RCIA sponsors! If interested, please contact the RE 
office! 

*We also need some people to help with our RCIA hospitality 
nights beginning at the end of Sept! If you like to cook or can pro-
vide a meal for our catechumens and sponsors, please contact 
Kerry! 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

CALLED AND GIFTED 

WORKSHOP 
  

 “Discover God’s calling and vision for your life” 
             

OCTOBER 8  
 

 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, in the Msgr. Tash Parish Hall 
(coffee and morning snacks at 8:40 a.m.) 

                     
 

Presenters: 

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

...You are uniquely gifted; use you God-given  
spiritual gifts and transform the life of your  
parish! 
 
Pursue love, but strive eagerly for the spiritual 
gifts, above all that you may prophesy.  1 Cor. 14:1 
 

COST $10  
Sign up is required to attend to plan accordingly. 

Childcare will be provided. 
 
             

To register contact Dayamín Winchester  
winchester@amarillo.church  
or 806- 358-2461, ext. 107. 

 

 

Stay Informed 

The  Lighter Side 

  
Helpful Prayer 

Billy had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. After a 
while he emerged and informed his mother that he had thought it 
over and then said a prayer.  

"Fine," said the pleased mother. "If you ask God to help you not 
misbehave, He will help you." "Oh, I didn't ask Him to help me not 
misbehave," said Johnny. "I asked Him to help you put up with 
me." 
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NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 
  

  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 
Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings  

https://amarillo.church/youth
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:winchester@amarillo.church


      

 

    adult faith formation night 

 

 
     THE BOOK OF PSALMS:  

    NOT JUST FOR SUNDAYS 

 
         

   

 

Join us for a night of reflection  

                   and fellowship 

 

 

October 27, 2022 

6:30 – 7:45 PM 

In the Parish Hall 
Entrance D 

 
 
 

PRESENTED BY 

 Deacon Mark White 

 

Bring your bible! 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 

For more information contact 

Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church 

 Or 806-358-2461, ext. 107 

 

Learn to love the greatest poems, songs and 
prayers in the world!  




	Inside and Flap October 2, 2022
	Flyer October 2, 2022
	THE PSALMS AFF TALK
	Bishop Homily 4

