
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              October 16, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    

   Brendan wouldn’t stop. He continued nagging his mom to let 

him have a little more time with his phone.  He knew the rules 

but wanted to finish a game and text a few more friends. He 

begged, had a temper tantrum, pleaded, screamed, pouted, 

and used every means he could think of to get Mom to change 

her mind. Mom had a busy day and was tired. At first, she held 

her ground. Then, her son’s persistence got the best of her, and 

she caved. “Brendan, you can have 30 more minutes and no 

more!” she retorted.  Brendan’s determination paid off. He won. 

 

   Is this how it works with God too? If we want something enough 

and feel it is our due, does our persistence allow us to eventually 

get our way? Judging God by human standards, it would seem 

so. But is this the way God works? It gets a bit confusing when 

Jesus tells his disciples to “pray always without becoming  

weary” and then further tells them how God will “secure the 

rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night.” If 

we catch God at the right time, when he’s having a weak  

moment, then our tenacity ought to pay off. What we want, we 

will get. Really? Sadly, the way many approach prayer suggests 

that this is precisely how it goes.  

 

   Good parents set boundaries and offer proper discipline. They 

learn the art of being steadfast when presented with determined 

minds and wills. They know what is best and, at times, have to 

say “no.”  God is always there with His full attention and  

unconditional love showering itself upon us. God also knows 

what is best. And, as with any good parent, the one constant 

that is always available and never withheld is love. We can be 

as persistent and determined as we want if what we are seeking 

is God’s love. We are never a bother and requests for God’s love 

are never denied. This is the prayer of the heart. Desiring God 

alone and not only what we want God to do for us places this 

love relationship foremost in our minds, hearts, and souls. God is 

never bothered by this prayer. As we breathe in and exhale out, 

the Divine Life freely flows. 
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“...proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is 
convenient or inconvenient…” 
~2 TIMOTHY 4:2 
 
 

It is not always convenient to e a good  
steward, especially when all the temptations of our busy and  
materialistic world get in the way.  Now add our own pride and  
ego into the equation and living a stewardship lifestyle may be 
downright uncomfortable!  Remember, God didn’t call us to be 
comfortable.  He never said that we would have an easy life.   
Rather, He called us to be faithful! 
 

 
~archstl.org 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, October 16:  

  Ex 17:8-13/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8      
                                                                         
Monday, October 17: 

  Eph 2:1-10/Lk 12:13-21   
Tuesday, October 18:  

  2 Tm 4:10-17b/Lk 10:1-9        
Wednesday, October 19:  

  Eph 3:2-12/Lk 12:39-48      
                    
Thursday, October 20:  

   Eph 3:14-21/Lk 12:49-53        
 
Friday, October 21:  

  Eph 4:1-6/Lk 12:54-59          
                           
Saturday, October 22: 

  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14   
 
Sunday, October 23:  

  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14   

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

The Stich Family 

in loving memory of 

Paul Stich 

Nurturing Moms 101 

 
"Trust, Transitions and the Holy Family"- Moms of all ages 
and at all stages of life are invited to this educational, interactive 
program to explore the many facets of navigating our everyday 
transitions. How do you approach transitions?  Do you jump for 
joy or hide away?  Are you familiar with the 3 phases of transitions 
and how we flow between them?  We will explore these phases 
and examine how our Holy Family managed their transitions?   
 
Our guest presenter, Mary Pepper has worked with singles, cou-
ples, parents and families for over 25 years.  She will present 
"Trust, Transitions and the Holy Family" on Oct. 19, 2022,  9:00 
a.m., to 10:30 a.m., at the Bishop DeFalco Retreat.   
To register, call 806 383 1811.    

 
TODAY, Sun., Oct. 16, Knights of Columbus Council 4621 are 
hosting their monthly breakfast.   They will be serving continuously 
from 8:00 a.m., to 12:30 p.m., in the Gym.  Adults, $8, Children 10 
and under, $4.  Proceeds benefit seminarians and charities. 

 
The first fall Altar Guild meeting will be Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m.,  
in Msgr Tash Hall.  Our program will be presented by Deacon 
Mark White on the Trinity...the foundation of our faith.  Altar Guild 
is a great way to meet women in our parish, enjoy social activities, 
share your talents and enjoy programs on our faith and our  
community.  Membership envelopes are at the Gift Shop and can 
be returned in the offertory baskets or you may bring them to the 
first meeting.  If you have never attended, please come and be 
our guest this month!  It is a simple way to be involved and most 
importantly, get to know the women of our parish.  Please come.  
See flyer in today’s bulletin.  

St. Thomas Altar Guild 

 
 
Greetings! A reminder that everyone in the Diocese of Amarillo is 
invited to the 11th Red Mass on Tues., Oct. 18, at 6:30 p.m., at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 South Washington, Amarillo.  
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek will be the principal celebrant and homilist, 
with his brother priests concelebrating. Following Mass, Patricia E. 
Roberts, Dean of St. Mary’s University School of Law in San  
Antonio, will be the keynote speaker. A reception with heavy  
hors d’oeuvres and cocktails will follow in the Monsignor Smyer 
Reception Room. Judges, lawyers, public officials, law faculty 
members and the community are invited to the Mass and  
reception. There will also be a Teen’s Corner, with food from 
Chick-Fil-A and soft drinks.  For more information about the  
Red Mass, please call Brad Howard at 806-345-6310. 

11th Annual Red Mass 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Altar Guild (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m. - Seasons of Hope-AFF (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Into the Breach (Upper Room N) 
 
TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 18 
10:00 a.m. - The Search-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Virtus Training-Safe Environment (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 
6:00 p.m.   - Parent Session-Confirmation 1-Opt. 1 (Hall)  
6:30 p.m.   - Combine Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Sessions-AFF (Upper Room N) 
6:30 p.m.   - Galatians-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing-Room 5/7) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 20 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Off-Site) 
 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 21 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 22 
6:30 a.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 23 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing) 
10:15 a.m. - Parent Session-Confirmation I, Opt. 2 (Hall) 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus, the Way-AFF (Upper Room N) 
11:15 a.m. - Combined Choir Mass (Church) 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy will hold a “Pink Out” 
day to support the 24 Hours in the Canyon Cancer Sur-
vivorship Center in honor of all the women who have 
fought or are fighting breast cancer.   

 
The students, faculty and staff also received prayer requests from 
the community for anyone who has fought or is fighting the battle 
against breast cancer.  
 
Come out and support the lady mustangs in volleyball on October 
17 at the Holy Cross Event Center! 
 

Go Mustangs! 

Saint of the Week 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

WHO IS IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 

AND WHAT EXAMPLE DOES HE 

OFFER US IN CHRISTIAN LIVING 

AS WE CELEBRATE HIS FEAST 

DAY ON OCTOBER17?  
 
 

As Bishop of Antioch (the modern day city of Antakya,  

Turkey), Ignatius witnessed to the faith during the reign of 

Emperor Trajan, who ruled from 98-117. Persecution of  

Christians broke out in Antioch, and Ignatius was captured 

and taken to Rome for martyrdom in the arena. 

 

On his journey to Rome over land and sea, Ignatius writes 

seven letters to various churches. These letters give powerful 

glimpses into the theology and practice of the early church, 

along with insights into the role of a bishop as pastoral  

leader. Ignatius is the first to use the term “Catholic Church” 

to refer to the various Christian communities of the Roman 

Empire. 

 

The best known of his letters is the one he wrote to the  

Romans. Ignatius addresses influential Christians who might 

be tempted to intercede on his behalf, thus sparing him from 

martyrdom. He advises them against it, being resolute in his 

desire to be the “wheat of God.” 

 

Eucharistic links are most evident in his words. As Christ  

willingly offered himself as witness to God’s total love,  

Ignatius, too, desired to be "food for the wild beasts," so that 

he could become "the pure bread of Christ." Eucharistic  

living was so crucial to Ignatius that he was willing to die in 

order to model himself on the Lord who willingly offered all. 

 

Reflect on how you can use Ignatius as a model in your own 

Eucharistic life of faith. 
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A second collection will be taken at all liturgies next weekend, 
Oct. 22/23, for World Mission Sunday.  You may either place  
it in the collection basket, mail it to the church or schedule it 
on line.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.   

Saint Luke | October 18 
 
Saint Luke, sometimes called The Evangelist, is the 

author of the third Gospel and the Acts of the 

Apostles and a physician. There is some debate 

about how he came to Christianity, though many 

believe he was a gentile convert. Tradition holds 

him to be a native of Antioch, Syria, possibly a 

slave. Most of what we know of Luke comes from 

Scripture, he was an eloquent and proficient writer, 

penning with accuracy the events he recounted. 

He is viewed as one of the best historical sources 

of the time. 
 
Luke was a close companion of Paul’s, joining him 

at Troas about year 51 and going with him to Macedonia and Philip-

pi. Their paths diverged and met again as they journeyed to spread 

the Good News. Luke remained with Paul until the latter was mar-

tyred in Rome. 
 
Saint Luke’s Gospel is viewed as one of social justice, giving  

special attention to the poor. He also emphasizes gentiles hearing 

the message of Christ. It is the only Gospel with Mary’s Magnificat, 

and spends the most time illuminating the lives of the other women 

around Jesus. 
 
Accounts of Luke’s death are conflicting, some say he was  

martyred shortly after Paul others that he lived a long life  

completing his Gospel in Greece and dying at 84. He is the  

patron saint of physicians. 

Second Collection 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 

6:00 PM 

+David Ehly by Steve & Bernie Austin 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 

6:00 PM 

+Tom Ricke by Joe & Kathy Hart 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 

7:00 AM  

Intention of Paul & Jenny Harpole by Pat Stich 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 

7:00 AM 

+Melvin Maikoetter by Annette Maikoetter 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21 

7:00 AM 
+Gerald Brandt by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 

5:00 PM 

+Pascal Bottoms by His Family 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Barbara Fowlkes by Ralph Britten Family 
 
11:15 AM 

+Frank Brooks by Bunnie Brooks 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
The youth group's Steubenville fundraiser this year is "St. Thomas 
Has Talent." On Friday, November 18 at 7:30 PM the people of 
St. Thomas will compete in their very own talent show!  See  
Andrew or one of the youth for tickets!  Email Andrew if you want 
to be in the show - neighborspatriot@gmail.com.  Don't miss this 
epic event! 

St. Thomas Youth 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
Confirmation II 2nd required parent meeting:  
 Option 1: Sun, Oct. 16 4-5:15 p.m. in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Wed, Oct. 19 from 7-8:15 p.m. in the hall 
Confirmation I 1st required meeting: 
 Option 1: Wed, Oct. 19 from 6-6:45 in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Sun, Oct. 23 from 10:15-11 in the hall 
3rd required meeting for Rec/1st Communion II is  
 Option 1: Oct. 26 from 6:45-8 p.m. in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Oct. 30 from 4-5:15 p.m. in the hall 
1st required meeting for Rec/1st Communion II and RCIC I is 
 Option 1: Wed, Oct. 26 from 6-6:30 in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Sun., Oct. 30 from 10:15-10:45 in the hall 
Childcare available upon request. 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be 
Oct. 18,  in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe 
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 

*We will have our first Rite, the Rite of Acceptance and Welcom-
ing for our new candidates and catechumens on Sunday, Oct. 30 
at the 11:15 a.m. mass.  

*We also need some people to help with our RCIA hospitality 
nights beginning at the end of Sept! If you like to cook or can pro-
vide a meal for our catechumens and sponsors, please contact 
Kerry! 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION NIGHT  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                   
                THE BOOK OF PSALMS:  

                  NOT JUST FOR SUNDAYS  

             Learn to love the greatest poems, songs and prayers in the world!  

October 27 
6:30 – 7:45 PM  

In the Parish Hall 
    

PRESENTED BY 
    Deacon Mark White 
    Bring your bible! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 WOMEN’S SESSION 

October 19 

Calm in the Storm 
6:30 p.m. in the Upper room (North wing) 
BRING YOUR BIBLE AND A FRIEND! 

 
For more information contact Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461. 
 

Attention Liturgical Ministers 

  
 
Some ministers have expressed a desire to receive their monthly 
assignment via email.  If you would like to be included in that 
listing, please call the office, 358-2461, and give the email 
address you wish to use.  Sending the lists by email will be very 
cost efficient for St. Thomas Parish.  However, if you choose 
not to receive the assignment by email, they will continue to be 
mailed to you.  

  
 
The new lector workbooks for are now available in the Parish  
Office.  If you currently serve as a Lector, there is NO CHARGE 
for these books; however, if you wish to make a donation, please 
feel free to do so.  Thank You Lectors for your dedication to this 
ministry!  Please come by and pick up your book between 
8:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m., Mon - Fri. 

mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church




 

Please join us for an evening of social fun and in addition learn 

more about the foundation of our faith…..the Holy Trinity.  A 

program presented by Deacon Mark White. 

Altar Guild will give you the opportunity to instill a deeper 

Christian faith and enjoy one of the social and charitable arms of 

our parish. Altar Guild’s purpose is exclusively religious, 

educational, charitable, and social.  We provide the vestments 

for the priest, altar bread/wine, the Gift Shop, gifts to our 

Seminarians, funeral meals, assist with receptions for our parish 

and meals for the WTAMU Student Center.  

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED! 

Altar Guild Meeting 

Monday, Oct 17th 

6:30 pm 

Msgr Tash Hall 

(light meal provided) 

 

 



The souls of the just are in the hand of God and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in 

the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their 

going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace."  

Wisdom 3:1-9 

Pictures must be:   NO LARGER than 5x7  

     FRAMED           

     LABELED with the Name of the Deceased on the back   

 

Please bring pictures to the church office before Monday, Oct. 31  

to be part of our parish memorial.    

Pictures will be available for pick up on November 25.   

In commemoration of All Souls, we will honor our deceased loved ones through the 

month of November. Parishioners are invited to bring a picture of a deceased loved 

one to be placed in a memorial inside the church.   

A Month of Remembrance 



11th Annual 

5K FREEDOM RUN/WALK 

Honoring U.S. Veterans 

Sponsored by 

Knights of Columbus #4621 

 When: Saturday, November 05, 2022 at 10:00am 

 Where: Thompson Park, Pavilion 17 (Northwest of Wonderland) 

 Fee: $30 early registration before 5:30pm, Friday, November 04, 2022. Late registration fee of  
  $35 on race day. T-shirts guaranteed to all paid entry forms received by October 19th. 

 Registration: All mailed fees must be received by Thursday, November 03, 2022. 

 Make Checks Payable to: 

 Knights of Columbus #4621 Form available online at 
 PO Box 7122 http://www.lonestarrunnersclub.net 
 Amarillo, TX  79114-7122 

 Timing: Supervised by Lone Star Runners Club 

 Awards: Male & Female: Top overall, under 14, 15-18, 19-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60+ 

Packet pickup and registration will be Friday, November 04, 2022 at    
(1911 S. Georgia) from 4:30-5:30pm. Packets can also be picked up on day 
of event from 9:00-9:30am. 

Name  __________________________________________ Age (on 11/05/22)  ________________ 

Address  ________________________________________ Birthday  ________________________ 

City/State/Zip  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email  ________________________________________________ Phone  ___________________ 

Mark with X below: 

 5K Walk Male Female XS  S M  L XL XXL 

In consideration of your accepting this entry, I, the undersigned, intending to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, 
executors and administrators, do hereby absolutely and forever waive and release the Knights of Columbus, its officers and 
members from any liability for any personal injury or death arising from my participation in the scheduled Knights of Columbus 5K 
Freedom Run. The Knights of Columbus strongly recommends medical clearance before participating in any exercise program. I 
attest and verify that I am physically able and have effectively trained to complete this race. I have read the above conditions and 
accept them as shown by my signature. 

____________________________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature of entrant/parent/guardian Date 
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