
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                         October 23, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    
There is a thing called “false piety.” It is when we wear a religious 

disguise of devotion, attend to our obligations, and outwardly abide 

by rules while being inwardly unkind, uncharitable, and exclusive. 

Wearing the right clothes, saying the proper prayers, being in sacred 

places, and reading devotional books, those exhibiting false piety 

craftily try to control others using the pretense of love.  The Pharisees, 

consistently criticized by Jesus, are prime examples.  Thinking they 

are superior to others, they foolishly believe they are better  

positioned with God and more worthy of God’s attention.  Forming  

an exclusive “club,” they divide things between “mine” and “yours” 

and “us” and “them.”  They quickly criticize and point out flaws and 

errors in rituals and thinking.  Conformity becomes the first com-

mandment and control is the game’s name. 

 

The requirements for “club membership” are clear: do what we do, 

think what we think, and believe what we believe.  Attempting to 

control others using the lure of “status” or “salvation,” they seduce 

others into thinking that conformity is the only way to holiness.  

Clinging to “my beliefs,” “my parish,” “my way of thinking,” they fail 

to see the more significant relationship with God that is veiled in all 

of these superficial rules and practices.  Shallow, hollow, and empty 

vessels, they gloss over the more important virtues of justice, mercy, 

faithfulness, and forgiveness. Sparkling clean on the outside, but 

dirty on the inside.  Spiritual arrogance is a grave sin. It alienates  

and hurts the little ones, those considered “least” in the kingdom.  

 

God knows no favorites. Everyone belongs regardless of whether 

you are an official, bona fide member.  Sometimes membership  

may be a detriment to actually living the Gospel if you’re joining  

the team for the wrong reasons.  The genuinely humble ones may  

not appear to be overly “pious.”  They may not know all of the  

proper prayers or abide by all of the correct rituals, but they know 

that they are broken and need mercy.  There is no shame in being 

broken. In fact, many things need to be broken in order to be what 

they truly are!  There is a reason Jesus told us to pray in private.  It’s 

only between you and God. It is nobody else’s business. 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, October 23:  

  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14        
                                                                         
Monday, October 24: 

  Eph 4:32—5:8/LK 13:10-17   
Tuesday, October 25:  

  Eph 5:21-33/Lk 13:18-21        
Wednesday, October 26:  

  Eph 6:1-9/Lk 13:22-30      
                    
Thursday, October 27:  

  Eph 6:10-20/Lk 13:31-35         
 
Friday, October 28:  

  Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16          
                           
Saturday, October 29: 

  Wis 11:22—12:2/2Thes 1:11—2:2/Lk 19:1-10   
 
Sunday, October 30:  

  Wis 11:22—12:2/2Thes 1:11—2:2/Lk 19:1-10   

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Daniel & Elvia Martinez 

in loving memory of 

Edwina Martinez 

 
We would like to invite everyone to join us on Tues., Oct. 25, 
in the Marian Room, from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Theme: Be  
Merciful as Your Father is Merciful. Reading assignment to  
prepare for this week: Scripture (Lk 16: 19-31; Lk 18: 35-43; 
Jas 2:17), Catechism (#1822, 1826, 1829) and Diary of St.  
Faustina (742, 1316, 1317, 692). Lesson goals: The spiritual  
and corporal works of mercy, and to be more sensitive to those 
around us and the needs of the local church. 

 
WHAT IS A SACRAMENTAL 

SEAL AND WHERE DID IT 

COME FROM? 

 
Leaving more than just a 

memory, there are some 

events in our life that are 

truly transforming, making us different people.  The same  

thing can be said of spiritual things, especially sacraments.   

A sacramental seal or character is a theological concept to 

describe the life-changing and permanent effect of three  

sacraments on the person: baptism, confirmation, and holy  

orders. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that 

these sacraments confer a seal "by which the Christian shares  

in Christ's priesthood and is made a member of the Church  

according to different states and functions. This configuration  

to Christ and the Church, brought about by the Spirit, is  

indelible" (#1121). 
 
Once we receive these sacraments, we are forever changed. 

It's a spiritual "point of no return" whereby we take a step  

forward in our faith journey. We are marked as people of faith, 

as those who have received the Spirit and as those called to 

serve in ordained ministry. That is why these sacraments are 

received only once. The direction is set, the choice is made, 

and we are called by God to be his people. Nothing can 

change that, not even our own sinfulness. 
 

©LPi 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

 
The Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ will hold their annual  
Calendar Project Oct. 28-30, 2022, from 9:00 a.m., - 9:00 p.m., 
at the Knight of the Columbus Hall on 5815 S. Western St. 
Amarillo.  There is something for everyone from sorting,  
stapling, stuffing and hospitality. A light lunch, snacks and dinner 
will be provided.  We will pray together at 12:00 noon and at  
3:00 p.m.  Come and go as you are able. Let us know if you would 
like to help provide a meal or snacks.  Contact Sr. Juana Teresa 
at 806-679-7855 or email dljcsisters@gmail.com. 

Annual DLJC Calendar Project  

 
“...for whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and the one who humbles himself will be  
exalted.” 
~LUKE 18:14 
 
Pride and ego are the root causes of  
most of our sins.  Thinking your time is  
so valuable or your talent is better than 

anyone else or your money gives you status is another way of 
making those things “gods” before God.  Pride is the opposite of 
humility.  Remember, all that we have and all that we are is a gift 
from God.  We should be humbled by God’s incredible generosity 
and be grateful for all we have been given.  Ultimately, gratitude 
leads us to humility. 
 
~archstl.org 

mailto:dljcsisters@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24 
6:30 p.m. - Seasons of Hope-AFF (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Into the Breach (Upper Room N) 
 
TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 25 
10:00 a.m. - The Search-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:00 p.m.   - Parent Session-Reconciliation 1/1st Communion 1/ 
                    RCIC 1 - Opt. 1 (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rm 5/7) 
6:30 p.m.   - Galatians-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:00 p.m.   - Reconciliation II/RCIC II - Opt. 1 (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 27 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - AFF Night (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 28 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 29 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 30 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing) 
10:15 a.m. - Parent Session-Reconciliation 1/1st Communion 1/ 
                    RCIC 1 - Opt. 2 (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus, the Way-AFF (Upper Room N) 
4:00 p.m.   - Parent Reconciliation II/RCIC II - Session 2, Opt. 2 
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

 
                     Congratulations 
 
            Holy Cross Catholic Academy  
                       Choral Students! 

 
 
On Oct. 4, Holy Cross choir students participated in the All-Region 
Choir competition. 
 
The following students made the All-Region Choir and will  
advance to the Pre-Area Competition: 
 

Maggie Houlihan 
Andrew Sillivent 
Mary Sillivent 
 

William Gottleid made 1st alternate tenor. 
 

Way to go Mustangs! 

St. Anthony Mary Claret - Oct. 24 

Annual German Sausage Dinner 

 
Immaculate Conception Church, Vega, TX, will be hosting 
their annual German Sausage Dinner, Sun., Nov. 6, 11:00 a.m., 
to 2:00 p.m., in the Church Hall.  Cost of meal by donation.  
The dinner will consist of homemade German Sausage with all 
the trimmings.  Take-out meals will be available.  In addition to the 
dinner, there will be a Country store with baked good, jams, crafts 
& frozen meals, There will also be raffle prizes.  For more  
information, contact Liz Watley at ecwatley@gmail.com or see 
flyer on bulletin board above credenza next to the bell tower. 

 
Saint Anthony Mary Claret is also known as the 

“spiritual father of Cuba.”  He was born in Salient in  

Catalonia, Spain, in 1807.  He became a weaver, like 

his father, and was very talented.  But he studied in his 

spare time to become a priest and was ordained in 

1835. In 1849 the saint founded the Claretians, a  

religious institute of missionaries, and a companion 

order of women religious who served as teachers for 

girls. 
 
From 1850 to 1857 he served as Archbishop of  

Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, where he worked diligently 

to reform both clergy and laity.  He opposed concubinage and  

instructed black slaves, and championed family-owned farms  

instead of the mass farming of a sugar cash crop. These stances 

were vehemently opposed by many, and Saint Anthony was the 

target of assassins.  He was recalled to act as Queen Isabella II’s 

confessor, a duty he reluctantly agreed to, with the exceptions that 

he would reside away from the court, attending to the household 

only to hear confessions and instruct the children.  While in Spain he 

founded the Religious Publishing House and wrote or published 200 

Catholic books and pamphlets.  He went into exile to France with 

the Queen’s household during the Spanish Revolution of 1868.  
 
The saint returned to Rome to participate in Vatican I where he  

defended the infallibility of the Pope. He died in France in 1870  

and was canonized in 1950 by Pope Pius XII. 

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Bovina, TX, invites everyone to 
attend their annual Thanksgiving Dinner, Sun., Nov.. 6, serving 
from 11:30 a.m., to 2:00 p.m., at St. Ann ’s Parish Hall, 409 3rd 
St.  They will be serving a delicious buffet of Turkey and dressing 
and all the trimmings.  Donation will be $15 for adults and $6 for 
children under 6.  Take-out plates will be available at no  
additional charge.  There will also be a raffle of a quilt that was 
made by their St. Ann’s Society.   

 
School Sisters of St. Francis 

Harvest of Blessing Gala 2022 
 

Sat., Nov. 19, 
Chateau Event & Wedding Venue 

22001 S. Eastern, Canyon, TX, 79015 
 

$100 Donation (admits 2) 
Dinner & Dancing ~ 1 Raffle entry 

(Winner need not be present to win.) 
 

6;00 p.m., Beverages & Silent Auctions 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m., Smoked Sirloin/Rib dinner 

Fabulous Homemade Deserts 
Calcutta Boards & Lots of Fun! 

 
www.pahandlefranciscans.org/gala 

806-537-3182, Ext. 6 

Harvest of Blessings Gala 2022  



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24 

6:00 PM 

Int. of Rafael Hernandez by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25 

6:00 PM 

+Dale & Jean Ladd by Linda Ladd 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26 

7:00 AM  

+St. Pauline Brorman by Pat Stich 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 

7:00 AM 

+Elias Urias, Sr. by Eugene & Ann Teetor 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 

7:00 AM 
+Warren J. Slaton by His Family 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29 

5:00 PM 

+Ed & Sue Shoemaker by Their Family 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Int. of Elmer Kleman Family by Anna Kleman 
 
11:15 AM 

Deceased Family Members by Bunnie Brooks 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
The youth group's Steubenville fundraiser this year is "St. Thomas 
Has Talent." On Friday, November 18 at 7:30 PM the people of 
St. Thomas will compete in their very own talent show!  See  
Andrew or one of the youth for tickets!  Email Andrew if you want 
to be in the show - neighborspatriot@gmail.com.  Don't miss this 
epic event! 

St. Thomas Youth 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
Confirmation II 2nd required parent meeting:  
 Option 1: Sun, Oct. 16 4-5:15 p.m. in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Wed, Oct. 19 from 7-8:15 p.m. in the hall 
Confirmation I 1st required meeting: 
 Option 1: Wed, Oct. 19 from 6-6:45 in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Sun, Oct. 23 from 10:15-11 in the hall 
3rd required meeting for Rec/1st Communion II is  
 Option 1: Oct. 26 from 6:45-8 p.m. in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Oct. 30 from 4-5:15 p.m. in the hall 
1st required meeting for Rec/1st Communion II and RCIC I is 
 Option 1: Wed, Oct. 26 from 6-6:30 in the hall OR 
 Option 2: Sun., Oct. 30 from 10:15-10:45 in the hall 
Childcare available upon request. 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be in 
November,  in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be 
safe environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up 
and find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-
register. From that site you will be able to register for any session 
offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann 
Lueb at the parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 

*We will have our first Rite, the Rite of Acceptance and Welcom-
ing for our new candidates and catechumens on Sunday, Oct. 30 
at the 11:15 a.m. mass.  We have a wonderful new group of can-
didates and catechumens-please keep them in prayer! 

*We also need some people to help with our RCIA hospitality 
nights beginning at the end of Sept! If you like to cook or can pro-
vide a meal for our catechumens and sponsors, please contact 
Kerry! 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION NIGHT  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                   
                THE BOOK OF PSALMS:  

                  NOT JUST FOR SUNDAYS  

             Learn to love the greatest poems, songs and prayers in the world!  
 

October 27 
 

6:30 – 7:45 PM  
 

In the Parish Hall 
 

PRESENTED BY 
 

 Deacon Mark White 
 

Bring your bible  

 
   For more information contact Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461. 

  
The parish office would appreciate your help in checking the list  
of Sick & Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the 
weekly bulletin and notifying the office at 358-2461, if anyone 
needs to be removed from or added to the list, so that we can 
publish accurate information.  Thank you. 

  
 
Every year, something special  

happens on the next-to-last Sunday 

of October: World Mission Sunday.  

At Mass on Mission Sunday, we  

recommit ourselves to our common 

vocation, through Baptism, to be 

missionaries through prayer,  

participation in the Eucharist, and 

by giving generously to the collec-

tion for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 
 
Blessed Pauline Jaricot founded the Society for the  

Propagation of the Faith exactly 200 years ago, creating a 

network of prayer and collection for missionaries, so that the 

faithful could actively participate in the mission “to the ends 

of the earth.” 
 
As we pray and respond on World Mission Sunday here at 

home, we share in those celebrations taking place in every 

parish and school throughout the world. Together, through 

our prayers and financial support, we support the life-giving 

presence of the Church in more than 1,100 mission  

dioceses. 

 
www.catholicwitness.org 

Understanding World Mission Sunday 

  

 

Your Help is Needed 

 
Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


 

 

Monday, October 31 

5:00-7:00  

St Thomas NORTH Parking Lot 

In case of inclement weather, come into the Gym.  

Decorate your vehicle, bring your family and some treats.   



The souls of the just are in the hand of God and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in 

the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their 

going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace."  

Wisdom 3:1-9 

Pictures must be:   NO LARGER than 5x7  

     FRAMED           

     LABELED with the Name of the Deceased on the back   

 

Please bring pictures to the church office before Monday, Oct. 31  

to be part of our parish memorial.    

Pictures will be available for pick up on November 25.   

In commemoration of All Souls, we will honor our deceased loved ones through the 

month of November. Parishioners are invited to bring a picture of a deceased loved 

one to be placed in a memorial inside the church.   

A Month of Remembrance 
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