
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                            November 6, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

Facing her 50th birthday and recently diagnosed with Type-2  

Diabetes, Rebecca was at a crossroads.  Realizing that she had  

neglected her health and fitness over the years and allowed herself 

to gain significant weight, she felt poorly about who she had  

become. While it was easier to give in to temptation and the  

gratification received from food, her family needed her, and she 

desired a long life.  She had an image of the person she could  

become. She wanted to be more trim, focused, disciplined, and 

healthy. She liked what she saw in her mind and set out on a journey 

to create it. With great effort, she succeeded and accomplished her 

goals. When we have a goal ahead of us, we are more apt to do 

whatever is necessary to get it.  

 

Is heaven a goal you want to achieve? Our popular images and 

metaphors to describe heaven can leave some people wondering  

if this is something they want for all eternity. Living like an angel, 

wearing white robes, meeting St. Peter, and reconnecting with loved 

ones are all welcome notions to some extent. But do they really  

inspire and captivate us enough to want to dramatically change 

how we live our lives?  Heaven’s reality is more profound than any 

human image or idea can fathom. Even though we believe in a 

bodily resurrection, heaven is more about attaining union with God. 

To achieve heaven is to attain eternal happiness and fulfill all desire. 

How do we awaken within us an ardent and passionate desire for 

heaven? 

 

St. Isaac of Ninevah counsels, “Enter eagerly into the treasure  

house that lies within you, and so you will see the treasure house  

of heaven, for the two are one and the same, and there is but one 

single entry into them both. The ladder that leads to the kingdom is 

hidden with you, and is found in your own soul. Dive into yourself 

and in your soul you will discover the rungs by which to ascend.” 

Our souls are made to be eternal. Once we discover our true selves 

and are captivated by the wonder of who we really are, we will  

unleash our unwavering desire for a lasting union with our Creator. 

Heaven is about who we are. “For seeing you, our God, as you are, 

we shall be like you for all the ages.” 

 

©LPi 



 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, November 6:  

  2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/2 Thes 2:16—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 20:27, 34-38    
                                                                              
Monday, November 7: 

  Ti 1:1-9/Lk 17:1-6   
Tuesday, November 8:  

  Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Lk 17:7-10      
Wednesday, November 9:  

   Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 
                        
Thursday, November 10:  

  Phlm 7-20/Lk 17:20-25         
 
Friday, November 11:  

  2 Jn 4-9:l 17”26-37          
                     
Saturday, November 12: 

  Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19  
 
Sunday, November 13:  

  Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa,  

Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Jim & Teena Mitchell 

in loving memory of 

Ruby Mitchell 

 

Latern Basilica 
 

Question: 

November 9 is the feast of the 

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

in Rome. What is the significance 

of this feast? 
 

Answer: 
Every diocese has a mother church, the bishop’s cathedral 

where the diocesan church gathers and celebrates. The  

cathedral is the seat of the bishop’s authority over the  

diocese. That authority is intended to be one of service to 

God’s people, shepherding and guiding them in a truly  

pastoral mode. 
 
The pope is first and foremost the Bishop of Rome, as well as 

the head of the Roman Catholic Church. St. John Lateran is 

his cathedral, and its prominence derives from that reality. 

St. John Lateran cathedral traces its origins to Emperor  

Constantine who converted a portion of the Laterani family 

palace into a church, and gave it to Pope Sylvester  

(314–335) as the papal church and residence; St. John refers 

to the two saints in whose honor the church is dedicated, 

John the Baptist and John the Evangelist. It became known 

as the cathedral of the pope, and its facade’s inscription 

refers to it as “the Mother and Head of all Churches, in the 

City and of the World.” The universal celebration of this feast 

stresses the unity among Roman Catholics, as they unite 

themselves with the chair of Peter. 
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Important Information WTC Newspaper 

 
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father, who has loved us and given us 
everlasting encouragement and good hope 
through his grace, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good deed and word.” 
~2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 

 
 

There are two important lessons here .  First, we are called to be 
generous with our encouragement and hope with others.  As God 
shows us mercy, we must be merciful to others.  Second, joy is 
contagious!  The joy we receive from doing good works not only 
strengthens us, it encourages others as well.  Share the joy of 
living your faith whenever you can.  
 
~archstl.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 8 
10:00 a.m. - The Search-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Virtus Training/Safe Environment (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rm 5/7) 
6:30 p.m.   - Galatians-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Sessions (Upper Room N) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 10 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 11 
VETERANS DAY-PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 12 
6:30 a.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 13 
8:00 a.m.   - KC Breakfast (Gym) 
10:05 a.m. - Confirmation 1 Mini-Retreat (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing) 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus, the Way-AFF (Upper Room N) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m.   - St. Thomas Bridge Club (Parlor) 
4:45 p.m.   - Chime Choir (Chime Room) 
5:30 p.m.   - Youth Orchestra (Choir Room) 
5:30 p.m.   - F.A.S.T. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
6:00 p.m.   - Youth Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - Middle School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

 
The Speech and Debate team from Holy Cross  
Catholic Academy participated in the West  

Texas A&M University Texas Forensics  
Association tournament on 10/21 and 10/22.   

 
Congratulations to senior, Andrew Sillivent who won top debater 

at the tournament! 
 

Hooray for the Mustangs!   

Blessing of Veterans 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

 
We would like to invite everyone to join us on Tues.,  
Nov. 8, in the Marian Room, from 2:00 to 3:30 pm. Theme: 
Mary, Mother of Mercy. Reading assignment to prepare for this 
week: Cenacle Formation Manual Article: "Our Lady of  
Guadalupe and Mother of Mercy" and Catechism (#2270-2272, 
2276-2279). Lesson goals: The need for Our Lady’s  
intercession in stopping the culture of death today, and for  
us to fix our gaze on Our Lord in times of trial. 

 
There are so many veterans in our county 

now. It used to be that veterans were a  

small contingency in our communities. It  

did not take that much effort to care for and, 

once a year, thank them. Now,  however,  

with so many wars in violent parts of the  

world, there are more veterans than we can 

compassionately care for. There are many 

men and women who come back from the 

service who are wounded for life, either physically, mentally, or 

emotionally. On this Veterans Day, let us remember those who have 

served our country, but more than remember, let us redouble our 

efforts to care for those still with us.  
~LPi 

VETERANS DAY 

IS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11. 

THE PARISH OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED  

IN OBERVANCE  

OF THIS HOLIDAY. 

HAVE A BLESSED & SAFE DAY. 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast   

 
Knights of Columbus Council 4621 will be hosting their 
monthly breakfast next Sun., Nov. 13.  They will be serving  
continuously from 8:00 a.m., to 12:30 p.m., in the Gym.  Adults, 
$8, Children 10 and under, $.  Proceeds benefit seminarians 
and charities.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

 
Altar Guild's next meeting will be Mon., Nov 14, at 6:30 p.m., in 
Msgr. Tash Hall.  Child care will be provided.  If you are planning 
to attend and need child care, please contact Muff London-Bichsel 
at 806-420-6577 or email mvlondon5@gmail.com with the age 
of your children by Nov 10th, so we can have adequate 
care.   Our program will be on Angels by Deacon Joe Roder.  All 
women of all ages are welcome!   Altar Guild is spiritual, social, 
and supportive of the needs of the parish. Please join us!  

St. Thomas Altar Guild 

 
Would you like to better understand and manage stress?  How 
does stress affect us - physically, emotionally, spiritually,  
cognitively?  Are there healthy techniques to help us to mitigate 
our stress?  Why would stress and resiliency be best friends?  
How can you strengthen your resiliency traits?  Come to an  
interactive, educational program on Nov.16, 2022, and discover 
the answers to these questions.  Our guest presenter, Mary  
Pepper has worked with singles, couples, parents and families for 
over 25 years.  She will present Stress & Resiliency: Best 
Friends!" on Nov.16, 2022, 9:00 to  10:30 a.m,, at the Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center.  To register, call 806 383 1811.  

Nurturing Moms 101 

 
 
The School Sisters of St. Francis will be hosing their Harvest of 
Blessings Gala on Sat., Nov. 19, Chateau Event & Wedding  
Venue 22001 S. Eastern, in Canyon.  A $100 Donation admits 
two for Dinner & Dancing ~ 1 Raffle entry (Winner need not be 
present to win.)  The event stars at 6:00 p.m., with Beverages & 
Silent Auctions; 7:00 - 8:00 p.m., Smoked Sirloin/Rib dinner 
plus fabulous  homemade deserts; there will also be Calcutta 
Boards.  For tickets, visit www.pahandlefranciscans.org/gala  
or call 806-537-3182, Ext. 6. 
  

Harvest of Blessings Gala 2022 

mailto:mvlondon5@gmail.com


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

6:00 PM 

NO MASS 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

6:00 PM 
NO MASS 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

7:00 AM  

NO MASS 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

7:00 AM 

NO MASS 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 

7:00 AM 
NO MASS 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

5:00 PM 

Deceased Relatives of John & Ann Roach by Ann Roach 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Intention of Mary Kay Bottoms by Anna Marie Kisner 
 
11:15 AM 

+Josefa Diaz by Carrizo Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
The youth group's Steubenville fundraiser this year is "St. Thomas 
Has Talent." On Friday, November 18 at 7:30 PM the people of 
St. Thomas will compete in their very own talent show!  See  
Andrew or one of the youth for tickets!  Email Andrew if you want 
to be in the show - neighborspatriot@gmail.com.  Don't miss this 
epic event! 

St. Thomas Youth 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 
1st required meeting for Rec/1st Communion II and RCIC I is 
 Option 1: Sun., Oct. 30 from 10:15-10:45 in the hall 

OR 
 Option 2: Wed, Nov. 2 from 6-6:30 in the hall  

Childcare available upon request. 
Confirmation I: Parent/candidate in-class retreat on Sunday, 
Nov. 13 in the parish hall! 
 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be  
November 8,  in the evening. If you’re an adult who needs to be 
safe environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up 
and find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-
register. From that site you will be able to register for any session 
offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann 
Lueb at the parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 

*We have officially begun the Catechumenate period of RCIA! 
Please keep the following people in prayer this year while they 
discern our Catholic faith: Will Baumgarder, Kaden Birdwell, Jor-
dan Cossey, Naila Garcia, Ryley Griffith, Clifton Halcom, John 
Hamilton, Kelley Hamilton, Camron Kelley, Brendan Merritt, Jake 
Lester, Jay Nelson, Alexase Palomino, and Steve Scott! 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

WOMEN’S SESSIONS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   
                 

 
November 9 

Loving Those Who are Hard to Love  
 

November 16 
            The better part with Martha and Mary 
 

6:30 P.M. 
 

In the Upper Room 
 

Bring your bible!  
 

   For more information contact Dayamín Winchester at 
dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461. 

  
Saint Martin of Tours was born a pagan in 

what is now Hungary around 316, but he was 

raised in Italy where his father, a tribune, was 

posted. At 15 he was compelled to serve in 

the Roman military, though he was already a 

catechumen. There is a popular legend that 

while on campaign the saint cut his cloak in 

half to share with a cold beggar. That night 

he dreamed of Jesus and his cloak was  

restored. He was baptized at 18. Only two 

years after his baptism, he was released from 

the military, he had refused his battle pay 

and to fight saying he was a soldier for Christ. 

He is the first recognized conscientious  

objector.  

  

After his release from the military, he  

became a disciple of Hilary of Poitiers. He 

worked diligently against the Arian heresy, which denies the divinity 

of Jesus Christ, and established a community of hermits near Poitiers 

in 361, the first French monastery.  

 

In 371 he reluctantly became bishop of Tour. Nearby, he founded  

a second monastery, Marmoutier, because he preferred the life  

of a monk he retreated often. In 384 there was a popular heresy 

infecting the Church in Spain, led by the bishop Priscillian and his 

followers. The emperor Magnus Maximus became involved,  

ordering the execution of the heretics. Saint Martin opposed the 

executions and protested the emperor’s involvement in Church 

matters. Unfortunately, the Priscillians were executed anyway. 

 

Saint Martin died in Candes-Saint-Martin, Gaul in 397. He is notably 

one of the first saints who was not martyred. He is the patron saint of 

France. 

Saint Martin of Tours | November 11  

  
SICK & HOMEBOUND & SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  The parish 
office would appreciate your help in checking the list of Sick & 
Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the weekly 
bulletin and notifying the office at 358-2461, if anyone needs to be 
removed from or added to the list, so that we can publish  
accurate information.  Thank you. 

Your Help is Needed 

  
CONTRIBUTIONS:  Our volunteers who count the collection each 
week request that all parishioners indicate on the outside of their 
contribution envelopes the amount of monies enclosed.  This 
will ensure better accuracy for accounting purposes.   Also, if you 
use a pew envelope for your donation, please put your full 
name (not initials or just first name) on the envelope in order 
for that donation to be recorded properly.   

mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com
http://www.virtus.org
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St. Thomas Has Talent! 
• Friday, November 18, 2022 – 7:30 P.M. 
• Parish Hall at St. Thomas 
• $15 entry fee to the event and bring a few 

dollars for voting - kids 10 & under are free! 
• Tickets will be sold November 5 & 6 after 

Mass, or see Andrew or youth for tickets. 
• Watch your fellow Catholics at St. Thomas 

compete for the title for St. Thomas Has Talent!  
Enjoy delicious desserts and vote for your 
favorite act.  Everyone is invited to compete for 
the title – show us your talent! 

• All proceeds go to the annual youth trip to 
LoneStar Steubenville! 

• If you want to be in the show email Andrew 
today! 

• neighborspatriot@gmail.com 
 

                  

mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com


“Nurturing Moms 101” 

                   Moms, of all ages & stages of life,    
               you are invited to our  

                       educational, interactive programs. 

 

“Stress & Resiliency, Best Friends” 
 

Date:   Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2022   
Time:  9:00—10:30 AM  

Place:  Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 N. Spring St., Amarillo 

Suggested Donation:  $5.00 per session  

Registration:  806 383 1811; bdrc.org/nurturing-moms-101 
For over 25 years, our Presenter, Mary Pepper, M.A.  has taught and mentored singles, couples, parents 
and  families.  Her background includes the following: Elementary School Teacher,  Relationship Skills    
Educator, Marriage Mentor, Parent Educator, Public Speaker, Certified Program Leader for Mastering the 
Mysteries of Love; Facilitate Open, Caring Communication, Understanding and Study (FOCCUS); Prepare-
Enrich; Prevention & Relationship Enhancement (PREP); & the Nurturing Parenting Program.  
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