
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                     November 13, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

   Many make it their life’s ambition to determine precisely when the 

world will end. By reading the signs of the times, consulting scripture, 

or looking to prophetic predictions that are sometimes centuries old, 

they claim a certain credibility in being able to do so. Is all that  

necessary to know? Even when his disciples pointedly ask him this 

question, Jesus does not directly answer. While the end will  

inevitably come, Jesus points out that there is a lot we need to do 

first: remain faithful, face persecution, endure suffering, face wars 

and insurrections, and give testimony. Human beings tend to focus 

their energies on the wrong kingdom. Consumed with all of the 

things we have built and seeking to preserve them, we forget that 

we belong to a different kingdom, the Kingdom of God. 

 

   All of the “stuff” we have constructed will be taken away. All that  

will remain is God’s kingdom. Which kingdom do we prefer? We 

answer that question by honestly looking at where we invest most  

of our time and energy. What matters to us as we embrace a new 

moment or day in our lives? If our relationship with God, the strength 

and integrity of our souls, and the steadfastness of our character are 

of utmost importance, then it matters little when the physical end  

will come. We will have what we need to persevere, endure, and  

confront whatever comes our way. Jesus cautions that we do not 

allow ourselves to be overwhelmed or overly terrified by the  

agonies and disappointments of the world.  Although we may  

be and uncertain when faced with complex challenges, God is  

with us.  We will receive the inspiration we need to forge ahead. 

 

   God is a God of salvation and new beginnings. Whether we  

consider the daily unfolding of our earthly lives or our eternal ones  

to come, God never leaves us with dead ends. There is always 

hope, and there is always something new to come. As Julian of  

Norwich reminds us, “God made us, God loves us and God keeps 

us.” This wisdom holds true whether life is stable and profitable or 

challenging and uncertain.  If we remember this simple truth, we  

will be ready regardless of the day or the hour. 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, November 13:  

  Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19    
                                                                              
Monday, November 14: 

  Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Lk 18:35-43   
Tuesday, November 15:  

  Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Lk 19:1-10      
Wednesday, November 16:  

  Rv 4:1-11/Lk 19:11-28 
                       
Thursday, November 17:  

  Rv 5:1-10/Lk 19:41-44         
 
Friday, November 18:  

  RV 10:8-11/Lk 19:45-48          
                     
Saturday, November 19: 

  2 Sm 5:1-3/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43  
 
Sunday, November 20:  

    2 Sm 5:1-3/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, 

Ray Ramirez, Kim Zinsmeyer, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Jeannine Bellinghausen,  

Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric 

Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan 

Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, 

Dana Nicklaus, Basilla Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa,  

Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

A Loving Tribute 
 
 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Bob & Colleen Meyer 

in loving memory of 

Ann Meyer & Kathy Keating 

 
HOW DOES A PERSON BECOME  
A CANONIZED SAINT? 
 
It is important to remember that 

all the saints are people, real 

people who lived just as we do! 

The first saints of the Church were 

martyrs or theologians known for 

a holy life. Over time, the Church 

has established a set process to investigate the causes of 

saints. 
 
After a holy person’s death, the bishop of their diocese  

initiates the canonization process with the Vatican. Typically, 

they must wait five years to ensure any false enthusiasm has 

lessened. With Vatican approval, the process begins and the 

person receives the title “Servant of God.” The first phase 

involves collecting information about the person’s life and 

scrutinizing it carefully. One person has the specific role of 

raising doubts — this is the origin of the phrase “devil’s  

advocate!” When it is clear the person truly lived a  

heroically holy life according to Church teaching, they  

are declared “Venerable.” 
 
If the person is a martyr for the faith, they will also be  

declared “Blessed.” If the person is not a martyr, they must 

be credited with a miracle. This is also closely examined for 

authenticity. Once the miracle is authenticated as truly a 

miracle performed by God through the person or through 

their intercession, they are beatified. An additional  

authenticated miracle is required before canonization,  

and we can call them “Saint.” 
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Altar Guild's next meeting will be Mon., Nov 14, at 6:30 p.m., in 
Msgr. Tash Hall.  Child care will be provided.  If you are planning 
to attend and need child care, please contact Muff London-Bichsel 
at 806-420-6577 or email mvlondon5@gmail.com with the age 
of your children by Nov 10th, so we can have adequate 
care.   Our program will be on Angels by Deacon Joe Roder.  All 
women of all ages are welcome!   Altar Guild is spiritual, social, 
and supportive of the needs of the parish. Please join us!  

 
“...Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as 
a model for you, so that you might imitate us.” 
~2 THESSALONIANS 3:9 
 
 

Most people who live a grateful and  
generous lifestyle don’t go around  
bragging about it.  But through their 

words and actions, others do take notice.  They notice because  
of the joy and peace that results and others desire this in their  
own life.  Know that the way you live your life may be the only  
interaction others may have with our Catholic faith. 
 
~archstl.org 

St. Thomas Altar Guild 

Second Collection 

 
A second collection  will be taken at all liturgies next weekend, 
Nov. 19/20, for Christian Campaign for Human Development.  
You may either place it in the collection basket, mail it to the 
church or schedule it on line.  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.   

mailto:mvlondon5@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Altar Guild (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 15 
10:00 a.m. - The Search-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rm 5/7) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m.   - Women’s Sessions (Upper Room N) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 17 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 18 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Got Talent (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 19 
6:30 a.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
9:30 a.m. - Virtus Training-Safe Environment (Upper Room N) 
1:00 p.m. - 1st Reconciliation Retreat (Gym/Parlor/Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 20 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing) 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus, the Way-AFF (Upper Room N) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Marian Room) 
5:00 p.m.   - Advent Celebration Event (Church/Msgr. Tash Hall) 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

 
Congratulations to the Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

Varsity Volleyball team! 
 

The team placed 3rd in District and advanced to  
Bi-District playoffs.   

 
Go Mustangs! 

Nurturing Moms 101 

 
Thanksgiving is Thurs., Nov. 24, and Mass will be celebrated 
at 10:00 a.m., that day.  If you are planning to serve bread and 
wine at your Thanksgiving meal, bring those items with you to 
Mass and receive the traditional Thanksgiving special blessing  

 
Saint Margaret was born in exile around 

1045, in what is now Hungary. She is the 

daughter of Princess Agatha of Hungary and 

Edward the Atheling the Anglo-Saxon heir to 

the throne of England. The family returned to 

England, but Edward died soon after their 

arrival, making Margaret’s brother Edgar the 

presumptive heir. However, the Norman 

Conquest would turn their world upside 

down. Agatha and her children fled the country. They likely  

intended to go back to Hungary, but they were shipwrecked  

off the coast of Scotland. 

  

King Malcolm Canmore III took the exiles under his wing, and he  

fell in love with the beautiful and gracious Margaret. Although she 

initially rebuffed his proposals, the couple were married in 1070 at 

castle of Dunfermline. Margaret and Malcolm had eight children,  

six sons and two daughters. Margaret brought culture to the Scottish 

court and used her influence to soften her rough husband. The saint 

led a life of austerity, aiding Church reform, promoting Easter  

communion, and founding churches and monasteries. She instituted 

the Queen’s Ferry to the shrine of St. Andrew and founded pilgrim-

age hostels. 

 

Saint Margaret, Queen of Scotland, died on November 16,1093, four 

days after her husband and eldest son were killed in the battle of 

Alnwick. She was canonized by Pope Innocent IV in 1250 and 

named patron of Scotland in 1673. 

 
Blessed Family Catholic Church, Nazareth will be hosting their 
annual Thanksgiving Dinner, Raffle & Holiday Arts & Crafts  
Bazaar on Sun., Nov. 20, beginning with dinner served from 11:00 
a.m., to 1:30 p.m., in the community Hall, 104 First St.   Adult 
plates are $12; children 10 years and younger, $8.  Turkey & 
dressing with all the trimmings and homemade desserts will be 
served.  A “Holiday Arts & Crafts Bazaar” will be held form 10:00 
a.m., to 2;00 p.m., in the Holy Family CCD Bldg.  For more  
information, contact Elain Kern at 806-240-1453 (please leave a 
message.)  this event is sponsored by the Nazareth Art Club. 

Harvest of Blessings Gala 2022 

 
The School Sisters of St. Francis will be hosing their Harvest of 
Blessings Gala on Sat., Nov. 19, Chateau Event & Wedding  
Venue 22001 S. Eastern, in Canyon.  A $100 Donation admits 
two for Dinner & Dancing ~ 1 Raffle entry (Winner need not be 
present to win.)  The event stars at 6:00 p.m., with Beverages & 
Silent Auctions; 7:00 - 8:00 p.m., Smoked Sirloin/Rib dinner 
plus fabulous  homemade deserts; there will also be Calcutta 
Boards.  For tickets, visit www.pahandlefranciscans.org/gala  
or call 806-537-3182, Ext. 6. 

Thanksgiving Dinner-Nazareth 

 
Would you like to better understand and manage stress?  How 
does stress affect us - physically, emotionally, spiritually,  
cognitively?  Are there healthy techniques to help us to mitigate 
our stress?  Why would stress and resiliency be best friends?  
How can you strengthen your resiliency traits?  Come to an  
interactive, educational program on Nov.16, 2022, and discover 
the answers to these questions.  Our guest presenter, Mary  
Pepper has worked with singles, couples, parents and families for 
over 25 years.  She will present Stress & Resiliency: Best 
Friends!" on Nov.16, 2022, 9:00 to  10:30 a.m,, at the Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center.  To register, call 806 383 1811.  

Thanksgiving Blessing of Bread & Wine 

NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 

  
  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings  

Saint Margaret of Scotland | November 16 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 

6:00 PM 

+Teresa Rider by Gary Rider 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

6:00 PM 
+Gerald Brandt by Steve & Bernie Austin 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

7:00 AM  

+Sonny Carlson by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

7:00 AM 

Int. of Roman Hernandez by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

7:00 AM 
+John Roach II by Marlene Casasanta 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

5:00 PM 

+Ervin & Mary Ann Huslig by Joe & Kathy Hart 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Special Intention of Marian Elliott-Davis 
 
11:15 AM 

+Mary Malouf by Pat Wilcox 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
The youth group's Steubenville fundraiser this year is "St. Thomas 
Has Talent." On Friday, November 18, at 7:30 PM, the people 
of St. Thomas will compete in their very own talent show!  See  
Andrew or one of the youth for tickets!  Email Andrew if you want 
to be in the show - neighborspatriot@gmail.com.  Don't miss this 
epic event! 

St. Thomas Youth 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 
Reconciliation/1st Communion II: Forgiven session 3 

Option 1: Wed., Nov. 30 from 6:45-8 in the hall 
OR 

 Option 2: Sun, Dec. 4 from 1-2:15 p.m. in the hall  
Childcare available upon request for toddlers-  
elementary-aged kids. 

 
Reconciliation Year 2 retreat date is Nov. 19 from 1-4 p.m. 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be in 
January. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and find a date 
that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that 
site you will be able to register for any session offered in the dio-
cese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish 
office. 

RCIA NEWS 

*We have officially begun the Catechumenate period of RCIA! 
Please keep the following people in prayer this year while they 
discern our Catholic faith: Will Baumgarder, Kaden Birdwell,  
Jordan Cossey, Naila Garcia, Ryley Griffith, Clifton Halcom, John 
Hamilton, Kelley Hamilton, Camron Kelley, Brendan Merritt, Jake 
Lester, Jay Nelson, Alexase Palomino, and Steve Scott! 
 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

  
Eyes On Your Own Paper  

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from 

place to place.” 
 
Looking at these words, I have to wonder. Am I reading the Bible or 

today’s newspaper headline? 
 
It’s never easier to despair than when you glance up and take a 

good look at what’s going on in the world: disasters, natural and 

contrived, wars, resentments, rivalries, and divisions. It is almost too 

much sometimes, isn’t it? The twenty-four-hour news cycle doesn’t 

help. Add social media and it’s enough to push anyone into a  

nervous breakdown. 
 
When you find yourself in this place of despair, remember Paul’s 

admonishment in his letter to the Thessalonians. Work quietly and 

eat your own food.  
 
It’s not so different from the old “keep-your-eyes-on-your-own-

paper” rule of the classroom. Poking our noses into other people’s 

business, we may think we are getting a shortcut to the right answer, 

but we’re really just getting distracted. When we become too  

preoccupied with events that we cannot control — whether they 

are happening in our neighborhood or half-a-world away — we are 

tempted to leave off the very specific work God has given us in our 

own lives. We are easily lured into anger, bitterness, and anxiety.  
 
What is the work that God has called you to? Is it your career? Your 

family? Your community? What is your food — what nourishes you, 

sustains you, connects you to something real, powerful, and life-

giving? This is what you should be concerned with. This is where 

your thoughts and your efforts should be.  
 
Work quietly and eat your own food. 

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     
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Everyday Stewardship 

  
 

Changes to the West Texas Catholic  

 
WOMEN’S SESSIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 16 
             

The better part with Martha and Mary 
 

6:30 PM  
In the Upper Room 

 

Bring your bible! 

ENTE P ark 
For more information contact Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461. 

mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


Sunday, November 20 

5:00 PM 

In the church 

Begin your  

Advent Season 

with Scripture and Song! 

Prepare the Way  



 

 

 

   Psalms 91:11 

“For He will command his angels concerning you to guard you 

in all your ways;” 

 

Deacon Joe Roder will give a program on Angels.  Please join us 

for an evening of fun and learn about our heavenly friends, 

Angels!  All women of the parish are invited. 

Altar Guild 

Monday, Nov 14th 

6:30 pm 

Tash Hall 

Light Meal provided 



“Nurturing Moms 101” 

                   Moms, of all ages & stages of life,    
               you are invited to our  

                       educational, interactive programs. 

 

“Stress & Resiliency, Best Friends” 
 

Date:   Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2022   
Time:  9:00—10:30 AM  

Place:  Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 N. Spring St., Amarillo 

Suggested Donation:  $5.00 per session  

Registration:  806 383 1811; bdrc.org/nurturing-moms-101 
For over 25 years, our Presenter, Mary Pepper, M.A.  has taught and mentored singles, couples, parents 
and  families.  Her background includes the following: Elementary School Teacher,  Relationship Skills    
Educator, Marriage Mentor, Parent Educator, Public Speaker, Certified Program Leader for Mastering the 
Mysteries of Love; Facilitate Open, Caring Communication, Understanding and Study (FOCCUS); Prepare-
Enrich; Prevention & Relationship Enhancement (PREP); & the Nurturing Parenting Program.  
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