
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe                                       November 20, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

   It’s not unreasonable to think that if God wanted to make a  

statement he could do so in a very dramatic way. After all, he  

spoke through a burning bush that didn’t actually burn, parted the 

Red Sea, sent manna to the Israelites from the sky, cured lepers, 

healed the sick and cast out demons. All of that is pretty dramatic 

stuff, and they made statements! Now, Jesus hangs dying on a cross. 

He has been referred to as a king. Considering all of the miracles 

Jesus did in his short time on earth, isn’t one more in order? If Jesus 

came down off of the cross, defied death, and parted the waters of 

suffering and death, onlookers, believers and unbelievers alike, 

would take notice. It would prove who God is and show us what  

God wants us to do. Or would it? 

 

   Great spiritual masters remind us not to focus on miracles or  

consolations received from God. They can distract us. Doing  

anything other than what Jesus did would distract humanity as  

well, misplacing our focus. It’s not about a miracle, at least not the 

dramatic kind people are eager to see. It’s about something more 

profound. It all goes back to where it began for the earthly Jesus. 

God becomes one with humanity in Jesus Christ. All that goes into 

being human is holy and blessed, and that becomes a place where 

God is born, again and again. God, through Jesus, tells us to hold 

firm to all of the experiences of being human, the joys and the  

wonders, the disappointments and the failures. 

 

   God’s lesson is found in Jesus’ vulnerability. It is only when we are 

vulnerable that we learn how to love.  When Jesus breathed his last, 

God’s unconditional and tender love was realized. Jesus always had 

a soft spot for the weak, lost, vulnerable, and broken. God wants us 

to come to Him freely, not because we have witnessed some  

fantastic display of prowess. God desires that we find Him through 

who we are, as our hearts and souls direct. This will mean that our 

love is authentic as it will be born of the heartache, pain, and turmoil 

that are a part of life. The fragments of our lives need to be made 

whole. Our fragmented king, Jesus Christ, is the only one who can 

help put the pieces together. 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, November 20:  

  2 Sm 5:1-3/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43     
                                                                              
Monday, November 21: 

  Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/LK 21:1-4   
Tuesday, November 22:  

  Rv 14:14-19/Lk 21:5-11     
Wednesday, November 23:  

  Rv 15:1-4/Lk 21:12-19 
                        
Thursday, November24:  

  RV 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Lk 21:20-28         
 
Friday, November 25:  

  Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Lk 21:29-33          
                     
Saturday, November 26: 

  Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44  
 
Sunday, November 27:  

  Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44   

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas  
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

 
 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
IF WE HAVE  SEPARATION OF 
CHURCH AND STATE, HOW 
SHOULD FAITH INFLUENCE  
THE WAY WE ACT IN SOCIETY, 
ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO 
HAVE A ROLE IN GOVERNMENT? 
 
No matter who we are, our inner lives affect the way we   

interact with the world. In the United States, we have freedom  

of religion. That means there is no official state-sanctioned  

religion. This does not mean that our faith is a private affair with 

no impact on public life! We have the ability to freely exercise 

our religious beliefs in accord with our conscience. Not only do 

we have the option to do so, but we also have the responsibility. 

 

We’re called to imitate Christ in every area of our life, not  

compartmentalize our faith. This means acting with respect  

and honoring the common humanity all we encounter. It  

means recognizing the person behind the politics. It also  

means standing up for the truth of human life and dignity, and 

advocating for just policies that serve the common good. The 

Vatican has produced a “Compendium of the Social Doctrine  

of the Church.” It contains more detailed exposition of how our 

Catholic faith relates to various aspects of public life. 
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Thanksgiving is Thurs., Nov. 24.  Mass will be celebrated at 
10:00 a.m.  If you are serving bread and wine with your 
Thanksgiving meal and would like it blessed, please bring it to 
Mass with you.  Also, the Parish Offices will be closing at 12:00 
Noon on Wed., Nov. 23, and will be closed Thurs., Nov. 24, & 
Fri., Nov. 25.  The entire staff wishes each of you a very 
blessed and happy Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
“...giving thanks to the Father, who has made 
you fit to share in the inheritance of the holy 
ones in light.” 
~COLOSSIANS 1:12 
 

God wants us to be happy.  Instead of 
looking at the Ten Commandments as 
being restrictive and telling us what we 

can’t do, look at them as guides for living a joy-filled and peaceful 
life.  Most of our problems arise when we put our own needs first 
or we spend most of our time trying to acquire more stuff.  Instead, 
try putting God first in all things.  We were made for God.  Open 
your hear and let Him in! 
 
~archstl.org 

Thanksgiving 2022 

 

A Loving Tribute 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Paul & Joani Guyer 

in loving memory of 

Bill & Meda Guyer 

 

The wall calendars for 2023 will be available for pick-up after 
Thanksgiving.  Due to the limited number of copies we are  
provided, we ask that you only take one per family.  Thank you  
in advance and God bless. 

2023 Calendars 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 22 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
12:00 p.m. - PARISH OFFICES CLOSE FOR THANKSGIVING 
 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 24 
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED - HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
10:00 a.m. - Mass (Church) 
 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 25 
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED  
 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 26 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 27 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Week at a Glance Catholic Education 

 
The faculty, staff and students from Holy Cross  
Catholic Academy would like to wish everyone  
a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration. 
 

God our creator,  
your gifts to us are countless  

and your goodness without limit.   
As we come in thanksgiving,  

teach us to use wisely the riches  
of land and seas and all the blessings  

which come from you.   
Grant us hearts that know the  

needs of others that we may give as  
freely as we have received from you.   

Amen 

 
The St. Thomas Shawl Ministry meets each Tues. afternoon at 
2:00 p.m., in the Parlor.  If you like to knit or crochet, you are 
welcome to join this very worthwhile ministry.   

Everyday Stewardship 

 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR EVERYDAY MOMENTS 

 
Is Christ King in Our Hearts? 
 
When you think of a king, who is the first person to pops into your 

head? It may depend on how much history you know, or which 

historical period intrigues you the most. As Americans, the first  

person we might think of is King George III, whose reign has  

become synonymous in our national lore with the concept of  

tyranny.  
 
We don’t have much familiarity with kingship in modern American 

society. Kings tend to make us uneasy. Presidents, on the other 

hand — we can handle those, because we know we are a  

president’s boss. No matter how much power he has, we are the 

electorate. We are the source of that power. We’re comfortable with 

this arrangement. 
 
But with kings it is profoundly different. Traditionally, the king derives 

his power from God. His rule bridges humanity with the divine.  
 
We should reflect carefully on whether or not we have made Jesus 

Christ king in our hearts, or whether we regard him as a president. 

The difference isn’t just one of titles, it’s one of roles. Subjects do not 

demand anything of a king. They beseech. They entreat. They  

submit, and they accept.  
 
Do we demand of Christ, or do we beseech? Do we tolerate God’s 

edicts with grumbling, or do we embrace His word as the means of 

our reconciliation with Him? 
 
The “good thief” treated Christ as a king. His counterpart treated him 

as a president. And it’s worth remembering that Jesus Christ is not 

the President of the Universe. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 

  
  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.   

Rosary Group 

Prayer Chain 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

6:00 PM 

+Cha Nguyen Hang Duong by Chi Duong 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

6:00 PM 
+Jennifer Schmitt by Her Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

7:00 AM  

+Melvin Maikoeter by Annette Maikoetter 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

10:00 AM 

+Elias Urias, Sr. by Eugene & Ann Teetor 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

7:00 AM 
NO MASS 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 

5:00 PM 

+Kevin Ebenkamp by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Marion Gabel-Prien by Pat Stich 
 
11:15 AM 

+Sonny Carlson by Matt, Janie & Amee Street 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 
Reconciliation/1st Communion II: Forgiven session 3 

Option 1: Wed., Nov. 30 from 6:45-8 in the hall 
OR 

 Option 2: Sun, Dec. 4 from 1-2:15 p.m. in the hall  
Childcare available upon request for toddlers-elementary-
aged kids. 
 
NO religious education classes on Wednesday, Nov. 23 or 
Sunday, Nov. 27 due to the Thanksgiving holiday!!   
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be in 
January. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and find a date 
that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that 
site you will be able to register for any session offered in the dio-
cese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish 
office. 

RCIA NEWS 

Please keep the following people in prayer this year while they 
discern our Catholic faith: Will Baumgarder, Kaden Birdwell,  
Jordan Cossey, Naila Garcia, Ryley Griffith, Clifton Halcom, John 
Hamilton, Kelley Hamilton, Camron Kelley, Brendan Merritt, Jake 
Lester, Jay Nelson, Alexase Palomino, and Steve Scott! 
 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
 

  
O my Divine Savior, 

Transform me into Yourself. 

May my hands  

be the hands of Jesus. 

Grant that every faculty of my body 

May serve only to glorify You. 

Above all, 

Transform my soul and all its powers 

So that my memory,  

will and affection 

May be the memory,  

will and affections of Jesus. 

I pray for You 

To destroy in me 

All that is not of You. 

Grant that I may live 

But in You, by You and for You, 

So that I may truly say, 

With St. Paul, 

"I live - now not I - 

but Christ lives in me". 
 

~Author unknown 

  
Saint Cecilia’s story, like many of the earliest saints’,  

is largely apocryphal and legendary in nature.  

According to tradition, Cecilia was born to a wealthy 

and prominent Roman family.  Though she had conse-

crated her virginity to the Lord, she was married to a 

man named Valerian. It is said that she was “singing in 

her heart to the Lord” at her wedding. She confessed 

her promise of virginity to her new husband revealing 

that an angel protected her. Valerian would honor her  

vow only if he too could see the angel. Cecilia told him 

he would see the angel if he was baptized, which he went to do 

immediately. When he returned to her, he saw the angel beside her. 

Cecilia also converted Valerian’s brother, Tiburtius. 
 
Unfortunately, it was a turbulent time in Rome for Christians.  

Valerian and Tiburtius were martyred for burying the bodies of  

Christians, which was illegal. Cecilia was also targeted for her faith. 

First authorities attempted to suffocate by locking her in the bath in 

her home and overheating the room. Some accounts say that she 

didn’t break a sweat and even began to sing. They then sent in an  

executioner to behead her, but he faltered and was unable to  

complete his task, only succeeding in mortally wounding her.  

She remained alive for three days before she died. 
 
The saint’s body was exhumed twice, first by Pope Paschal I in 821, 

then by Cardinal Sfondrato in 1599. Both times her body was found 

incorrupt, the first saint to exhibit this extremity. St. Cecilia is the  

patron saint of music and musicians. 

Saint Cecilia | November 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 
JANUARY 28, 2023 

 
It has been a great semester for the youth of St. Thomas!  Thank 
you to everyone for their support and help with "St. Thomas 
Has Talent."   Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year from the youth!  God bless, and continue to keep us in 
your prayers! 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH IRS REGULATIONS:   

All contributions are being recorded as of the date they 
are received by the Church.  All contribution to be  

credited for this year, should be received and/or 
dated no later than Dec. 31, 2022.  Thank you. 

http://www.virtus.org


Sunday, November 20 

5:00 PM 

In the church 

Begin your  

Advent Season 

with Scripture and Song! 

Prepare the Way  
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