
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  First Sunday of Advent                                        November 27, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
We can embrace and relish each moment of our lives as a sacred 

sacrament or nonchalantly and robotically attend to what life pre-

sents. We have our feet in two worlds. One is holy and sacred, and 

the other is profane and secular. Which one has the greater claim on 

us? To what do we devote most of our energy? We can easily be 

consumed with the particular demands and essentials of daily life: 

family, work, obligations, and the like, that we don’t really notice 

anything more than what is right before us.  We become masters at 

“doing” and neglect our need to “savor.” Jesus reminds his friends 

that “as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 

Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah en-

tered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried 

them all away.” 

 

While certain things require our daily attention, we cannot become 

so consumed with them that we fail to see the larger picture of what 

is coming. For the Christian, Advent is the time to pause, reflect, and 

savor. It is a time to see life as a sacrament of the moment and not 

just an investment in secular interests, pleasures, and personal obli-

gations. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired.  

Apathy can quickly wreak havoc on the most dedicated of souls. 

Whatever we can do this Advent season to be more attentive, fo-

cused, alert, and watchful will serve us well. It will make us eager 

and well-prepared to meet our Lord when he comes. It is for certain 

that he will come. 

 

Who made me? What is my purpose? What will happen to me when 

I die? These are pivotal questions that, in life’s busyness, we hardly 

find time to ask and answer. They define who we are, and the an-

swers we provide serve as guideposts and anchors in the seas of our 

lives. Advent is the perfect time to make friends with our souls. It is a 

time to perk ourselves up, open our eyes, ears, and hearts and seek 

God’s presence in the simple moments of our lives. God is with us. 

Ask God to grant you a deeper appreciation for His presence and 

the gift of attentiveness. 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, November 27:  

  Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44     
                                                                              
Monday, November 28: 

  Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11   
Tuesday, November 29:  

  Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24     
Wednesday, November 30:  

  Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 
                        
Thursday, December 1:  

  Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27         
 
Friday, December 2:  

  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31          
                     
Saturday, December 3: 

  Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  
 
Sunday, December 4:  

  Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas  
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

 

 

 
THE CHURCH TEACHES THAT THROUGH OUR 

BAPTISM, WE ARE MADE PRIEST, PROPHET AND 

KINGLIKE CHRIST.  WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR US 

TO BE PROPHETS IN THE WORLD TODAY? 

 

We are indeed sharers in the threefold mission 

of Christ. We live our “kingship” when we serve 

others in justice, work for the common good in 

society, and overcome sin in our own lives. 

Our “priestly” mission is lived when we unite 

our lives to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross,  

offering them up as a gift of love. We are also 

called to be prophets. Our lives may not look 

like Isaiah and Jeremiah of old — and perhaps desert living and 

locust eating like St. John the Baptist might feel out of reach — but 

this doesn’t nullify our invitation and obligation. 

 

As baptized Christians, we have accepted the Gospel in faith. We’re 

also called to proclaim the Gospel as well. This may mean by giving 

Christ-centered advice to another person or defending truth when 

it’s threatened. It also means living our faith in deeds.  

 

St. John Paul II writes that we are “called to allow the newness and 

the power of the Gospel to shine out every day in [our] family and 

social life” (On the Lay Members of Christ’s Faithful, 14). A prophet 

points to a higher truth beyond himself or herself. We live propheti-

cally when we treat others as Christ treated people and when we 

arrange our schedule to prioritize those to whom we have the  

greatest obligation, including our families, as well as the poor and 

vulnerable around us. We live prophetically when we think critically 

about the culture around us and we allow our faith to inform our 

public life. 

 

©LPi 

 
“Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know 
on which day your Lord will come.” 
~MATTHEW 24:42 
 

People who have had health issues or 
near-death experiences generally have a 
greater appreciation for each day being a 
gift from God.  The rest of us usually take 

for granted that we will be around tomorrow.  But when you start to 
look at each day as a gift, you realize all the little miracles that 
happen daily and you begin to see God’s active presence in your 
life.  You grow in gratitude each day for all that you have been 
given. 
 
~archstl.org 

Catholic Life Explained 

Parish Records 

 
The parish office would appreciate your help in checking the list  
of Sick & Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the 
weekly bulletin and notifying the office at 358-2461, if anyone 
needs to be removed from or added to the list, so we can 
publish accurate information.  Thank you. 

 
We need your help!  In order to keep our records updated,  
we are asking registered members to please advise the parish 
office of any changes in your personal information; that is, phone 
numbers, address changes, email addresses, etc.  If you  
receive a monthly envelope packet, your address change is  
automatically forwarded to the parish office by the envelope  
vendor, Our Sunday Visitor.  If you are registered and do not  
receive envelopes, please let the office know about any address 
change.  Thank you for helping us keep our parish records current 
and accurate. 

Sick/Homebound & Military List 

 
 
Some ministers have expressed a desire to receive their monthly 
assignment via email.  If you would like to be included on that list,  
please call the office, 358-2461, and give the email address 
you wish to use.  Sending the lists by email will be very cost  
efficient for St. Thomas Parish.  However, if you choose  
not to receive the assignment by email, they will continue to be 
mailed to you.  
  

Liturgical Ministers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 29 
10:00 a.m. - The Search-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
5:15 p.m. - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing) 
6:10 p.m. - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Confirmation Class (Education Win Rooms 5/7) 
6:30 p.m. - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:00 p.m. - Parent Reconciliation II & RCIC II Session 3, Opt 1 
                  (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m. - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m. - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 1 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room)  
 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 2 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 3 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m. - Holiday Meal (Msgr. Tash Hall/Parlor) 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 4 
10:05 a.m. - Jesus the Way-AFF (Upper Room N) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing) 
4:00 p.m.   - Parent Reconciliation II & RCIC II Session 3, Opt 2 
                    (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
5:30 p.m.   - F.A.S.T. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:00 p.m.   - Middle School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
The St. Thomas Shawl Ministry meets each Tues. afternoon at 
2:00 p.m., in the Parlor.  If you like to knit or crochet, you are 
welcome to join this very worthwhile ministry. 

 
 
On Mon., Oct. 17, Holy Cross Catholic Academy  
participated in pink-out activities at school and  
during the volleyball games in support of Breast  
Cancer Awareness Month.  The color pink was 
worn to honor cancer survivors, to remember those 

lost, and to support the progress made to defeat breast cancer.  
 
A total of $1500 was raised and donated to the 24 Hours in the 
Canyon Cancer Survivorship Fund.   
 

Way to go Mustangs! 

 
NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 
  

  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 
Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Rosary Group 

Prayer Chain 

Nursery & Cry Room 

 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH IRS REGULATIONS:   

All contributions are being recorded as of the date they 
are received by the Church.  All contribution to be  

credited for this year, should be received and/or 
dated no later than Dec. 31, 2022.  Thank you. 

 
Please be reminded that there is a nursery and cry room available 
for those of you who have children who become fussy during 
Mass.  We would also like to remind you that there no food is  
allowed in the main church.  If you wish to give your children 
snacks or solid food during Mass, please go to the hallway or  
the nursery to take care of those needs.  Thank you for your  
cooperation as we strive to make the celebration of Mass a  
solemn and calm experience for everyone. 

 
MARRIAGE:   If you are getting married 
sometime this year, NFP is a mandatory  
requirement in the Diocese of Amarillo 
for couples seeking the sacrament of  
matrimony. For more information and  
class schedules near you, please visit  
the website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

Catholic Education 

 
The volunteers who count the collection each week request that 
all parishioners indicate on the outside of their contribution  
envelopes the amount of monies enclosed.  This will ensure 
better accuracy for accounting purposes.   Also, if you use a pew 
envelope for your donation, please put your FULL NAME on 
the envelope in order for that donation to be recorded  
properly.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Weekly Collections 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

6:00 PM 

Intention of Pat Stich by Joe & Kathy Hart 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

6:00 PM 
+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

7:00 AM  

+Msgr. Norbert Kuehler by Pat Stich 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 

7:00 AM 

+Officer Billy Reeves by Drs. Stephen & Faye Usala 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 

7:00 AM 
+Jim Bullman by Robert & Rondelle Parker 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 

5:00 PM 

+David Ehly by Steve & Bernie Austin 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Debroah Gonzales by Carrizo Family 
 
11:15 AM 

+Leo Freeby by Cathy Freeby 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 

1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall 
OR 
January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be in 
January. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and find a date 
that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that 
site you will be able to register for any session offered in the dio-
cese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish 
office. 

RCIA NEWS 

Please keep the following people in prayer this year while they 
discern our Catholic faith: Will Baumgarder, Kaden Birdwell,  
Jordan Cossey, Naila Garcia, Ryley Griffith, Clifton Halcom, John 
Hamilton, Kelley Hamilton, Camron Kelley, Brendan Merritt, Jake 
Lester, Jay Nelson, Alexase Palomino, and Steve Scott! 
 

 Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT WOMEN’S SESSION 

DECEMBER 14 

6:30 p.m., in the Upper Room 

  

Saint Andrew was a fisherman in Galilee, 

along with his brother, Peter, when they were 

called by Jesus to leave their boat and  

become fishers of men. John’s Gospel also 

places him as a follower of John the Baptist 

before he came to be one of Jesus’ twelve 

Disciples. Beyond the scant references in the 

Gospels, not much is known of Saint An-

drew’s life. 
 
According to Christian tradition Saint An-

drew, like many of his fellow Disciples, went 

out into Greece and Turkey to preach the Good News. A 4th 

century account of the saint’s life tells of his martyrdom by 

crucifixion in Patras. Medieval accounts describe the cross 

used as X-shaped because Andrew said he was not worthy 

to die on the same style of cross as Jesus. 
 
Famously, Saint Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland, the 

country’s flag bearing the X-shaped cross associated with 

him. Legends claim that the saint either traveled to Scotland 

to spread the Gospel or that his relics were brought there by 

St. Regulus who had a vision telling him to take the bones to 

the end of the earth. Regulus set out and was shipwrecked 

on the coast of Scotland. Today relics of St. Andrew which 

had been held by the Vatican are now at a shrine in Patras. 

  
 

Saint Andrew | November 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 
JANUARY 28, 2023 

 
It has been a great semester for the youth of St. Thomas!  Thank 
you to everyone for their support and help with "St. Thomas 
Has Talent."   Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year from the youth!  God bless, and continue to keep us in 
your prayers! 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
   

Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

http://www.virtus.org


You and your family are invited  

to an evening of  

Holiday Cheer!   

Saturday, Dec. 3 

 

 5:00   St. Nicholas Crafts for the Kids in the Gym 

 6:00   Caroling in the Parish Hall 

 6:00  St. Nicholas Visit in the Parish Hall 

 6:30  Potluck Meal 

 

The parish will provide turkey, ham, dessert and drinks. Those attending this     

potluck meal are asked to bring their favorite holiday side dishes. 

If you are interested in decorating a table for 8 guests, contact Julie Jones in the 

parish office.  Tablecloth is provided and decorators may add placemats, chargers, 

centerpiece, party favors, etc. to make the evening festive. Decorating will be done 

between 10:00am and 2:00pm on Dec 3. 
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       All Ladies of St Thomas Parish are invited to the Christmas Brunch. 

  Altar Guild along with hostesses Peggy Pohlmeier and Roxanne Ludwig hosts 

this year’s Brunch.  Please come enjoy the festivities of the season!   

Christmas Brunch 

Saturday, Dec 3rd 

 9:30 - 11:00 am 

7610 Norwood Dr 

   Come & Go! 
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