
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Third Sunday of Advent                                        December 11, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 
   Life can leave us feeling dark and desolate. Sandy was just 

twenty-eight when her husband, Rob, died, leaving her to raise 

their two young children. She was without paid employment. 

Rob went to work one morning and never returned home. 

Sandy, though, had faith and trusted that somehow God would 

help her through, even though most days brought deafening, 

piercing loneliness. She persevered, and the darkness gave way 

to light. Remarking one day to a friend hesitant to commit to a 

relationship, Sandy shared her wisdom. Even if she knew the 

outcome would be the same, she would marry Rob again. She 

assured her friend that she would even do this if eight years 

could only be eight minutes. We are being led by God and God 

transforms the darkness into light.  
 
   “Be strong, fear not!” Those are easy words to say. Putting  

them into practice is the challenge. When our paths are dark 

and life’s roads become treacherous, we can easily complain 

about life’s unfinished nature. When will the pain go away? Will 

the loneliness ever cease? Will I experience happiness again? 

As the farmer needs to exercise patience with the soil, we need 

to do the same with our lives. We have to wait for the early and 

late rains to come, properly tend to our gardens, and ensure 

that the rich nutrients of God’s merciful and tender presence 

continue to enrich us. God is not done. God has only just begun 

his work in us.  
 
   We cannot allow life to hold us captive. The systems, agendas, 

protocols, regulations, expectations, and unfinished business 

can distract us from what it means to be God’s child. Life can 

leave us feeling cheated, negative, and parched. All times  

and seasons of our spiritual and liturgical lives lead us to three  

virtues: faith, hope and love. Stop complaining about what is 

wrong and look to what God can make right! Joy that flows  

from the Baptist’s message: in Jesus, the one mightier than he, 

are found healing, reconciliation, and freedom. Christ will save 

us from life’s distortions, illusions, and disappointments. Do you  

believe this? 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, December 11:  

  Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5;7-10/Mt 11:2-11  
                                                                           
Monday, December 12: 

  Zec 2:14-17 or RV 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38  
  or Lk 1:39-47   
Tuesday, December 13:  

  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32     
Wednesday, December 14:  

  Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Lk 7:18b-23  
                        
Thursday, December 15:  

  Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30           
 
Friday, December 16:  

  Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Jn 5:33-36            
                     
Saturday, December 17: 

  Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24   
 
Sunday, December 18:  

  Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24     

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

 

 

 

Strengthening Faith 
 

Question: 

Our prayer group is discussing ways we 

can change and strengthen our faith. 

What one thing could we change that 

would have the greatest impact on our faith? 
 

Answer: 
A famous coach once said that when the team is in trouble 

and things aren’t going well, go back to the basics; when 

the team is winning and things are going well, go back to 

the basics! Any renewal program, faith development, or  

spiritual growth effort has to start with the basic core of what 

it means to believe. If the foundation is not strong, the house 

will not stand.  
 
So if you work on one thing, begin with the idea that God is 

love, who loves us and calls us to love one another. If we 

really take that belief to heart, it changes how we see God, 

ourselves, and one another. It would change how we pray, 

how we treat others, and how we understand and live our 

own life. Our sense of mission and purpose will be more fo-

cused on God’s plan and our role in it. Love is the core of 

faith, the goal of life, and the hope of heaven. Whatever we 

do to strengthen and deepen our faith will begin and end 

with love. 
 
©LPi 

 
“You too must be patient.  Make your hearts 
firm, because the coming of he Lord is at 
hand.” 
~JAMES 5:8 
 

Patience is another one of those things 
many of us struggle with.  We want 
things to go according to our plan and 

our schedule; we like things to be convenient.  Any change brings 
anxiety and fear.  Through daily prayer, God reveals to us what He 
wants us to do with the gifts He has given us.  We are able to  
better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan, which is far 
better than anything we can come up with on our own. 
 
~archstl.org 

Catholic Life Explained 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

 
We would like to invite everyone to join us on Tues., Dec. 13, 
in the Marian Room, from 2:00 to 3:30 pm. Theme: Trust. 
Reading assignment to prepare for this week: Cenacle  
Formation Manual Article: "Trust", Scripture (Ps 56:1-3; Prov 3:5; 
Lk 5:5-7) and Catechism (#1820-1821). Lesson goals: How pride 
can rob us of the virtue of trust, due to lack of humility, and trust 
opens the door to many graces. 

Advent Reconciliation 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #4621 breakfast is TODAY, 
Sun., Dec. 11.  They will be serving continuously from  
8:00 a.m., to 1:00 p.m., in the Gym.  Adults, $8, Children 10 
and under, $4.  Proceeds benefit seminarians and charities. 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

 
Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Advent on Wed., 
Dec. 14, from 9:00 a.m., to 9:00 p.m., at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
1200 S. Washington St.  Multilingual priests will be available 
throughout the day.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
6:30 p.m. - Baptism Class (Groom’s Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Surviving Divorce-AFF (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 13 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Win Rooms 5/7) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Advent Women’s Session-AFF (Upper Room N) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 15  
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 16 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 17 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 18 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing) 
11:15 p.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m.   - St. Thomas Bridge Club (Parlor) 
5:30 p.m.   - Youth Orchestra (Choir Room) 
6:00 p.m.   - Youth Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 
 

 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy Speech/Debate team 
participated in the Bushland Texas Forensic Associa-
tion tournament on November 12, 2022.  
 
          Results are as follows:   

  Izzy Lewis 2nd debate 
  Rachel Lane 2nd poetry 
  Sadie Vincent 3rd poetry 
  Kaci Willburn 4th in Dramatic Interpretation 
  Carlee Seidenberger 7th Prose 
  Audee Seidenberger 8th Prose 

 
Congratulations! 

Christmas 2022 Liturgy Schedule 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LITURGY 2022 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE – Sat., Dec.24 

Children's Mass 

Prelude Music:  4:45 p.m. 

Mass:  5:00 p.m. 

Vigil Mass 

Prelude Music:  6:45 p.m. 

Mass:  7:00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass 

Prelude Music:  11:30 p.m. 

Mass:  12:00 Midnight 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, Sun., Dec. 25 

10:00 a.m. only 

 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE – Sat., Dec. 31 

5:00 p.m. 

 
 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY, Sun., Jan. 1, 2023 

7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. 

Catholic Education 

 
We will need communion ministers and ushers for the Christmas 
Liturgies 2022.  We will also need a lector for Midnight Mass & 
Christmas Day.  If you are interested in signing up for one of 
these ministries, the sign-up sheet will be available on the  
ambo in the bell tower (closest to the Chapel) this coming 
week.  Thank you in advance for your participation and God 
bless.  

Sign-Up Sheet for Christmas Liturgies 

 
Everyone is invited to join the 2023 Walk for 

Life on Sat., Jan 21, which will be begin with 

Mass at 10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s Cathedral 

followed by a walk at 1:30 a.m., to Sanborn 

Park where we will pray the rosary.  Thank 

you for your participation. 

2023 Walk for Life  



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 

6:00 PM 

+David Ehly by His Family 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

6:00 PM 
+Diane May by Steve & Bernie Austin 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 

7:00 AM  

+Sonny Carlson by Pat Stich 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 

7:00 AM 
+Emma Mata by Her Family 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 

7:00 AM 
+Antonia Hernandez by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 

5:00 PM 

+John Roach II by Marlene Casasanta 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Kevin Ebenkamp by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
11:15 AM 

+Will Zemla by Drs. Stephen & Faye Usala 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

Our last RE class before Christmas break is Sunday, Dec. 18 or 
Wednesday, Dec. 14. We will resume class on Sunday, Jan. 8 

 
Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall  OR 
January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be in 
January. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and find a date 
that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that 
site you will be able to register for any session offered in the dio-
cese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish 
office. 

RCIA NEWS 

Are you someone who likes to discuss Scripture and would be 
willing to lead a group during mass occasionally? Reach out to the 
RE office! 

 
 
If you see anyone wearing this cross  
necklace, go introduce yourself!  These are 
our RCIA candidates and catechumens! 

 
 
  

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADVENT WOMEN’S SESSION 

DECEMBER 14 

6:30 p.m., in the Upper Room 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
Saint Damasus served as bishop of Rome for 18 

years as Pope Damasus I (366-384). He had to  

endure significant controversy early in his pontifical 

reign when a factional group of bishops insisted 

that their chosen claimant, Ursinus, was the true 

pope. Both sides resorted to violence before the 

issue was decided in favor of Damasus. He went  

on to make the unification of the Church a central 

focus of his papacy and fervently fought to counter 

any division caused by the many heretical  

teachings of his time.  
 
While he was pope, Christianity was declared the 

official religion of the Roman Empire and Rome’s authority in the 

Church was decided by a synod that Damasus called in 382. This 

synod established Rome as the direct descendant of the Church 

founded by the apostle Saint Peter, the apostolic see, and put an 

end to confusion stemming from Constantinople, which some were 

already calling ‘The New Rome’.  
 
To further unify the Church, Damasus introduced Latin as the  

principle liturgical language and commissioned his secretary,  

Saint Jerome, to compile and revise the various translations of the 

Bible into one official translation to be used by the entire Church: 

The Latin Vulgate. This successfully preserved the original Scriptures 

by making them more accessible to the average Christian.  
 
A writer and poet himself, Saint Damasus lives on in history through 

his many epigrams and verse inscriptions that can be found on  

the Roman catacombs that he restored during his papacy. Saint 

Jerome described his friend, Pope Damasus, as being “an  

incomparable person, learned in the Scriptures, a virgin doctor of 

the virgin Church, who loved chastity and heard its praises with 

pleasure.” 

  
 

Saint Damasus | December 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 
JANUARY 28, 2023 

 
It has been a great semester for the youth of St. Thomas!  Thank 
you to everyone for their support and help with "St. Thomas 
Has Talent."   Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year from the youth!  God bless, and continue to keep us in 
your prayers! 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH IRS REGULATIONS:   

All contributions are being recorded as of the date they 
are received by the Church.  All contribution to be  

credited for this year, should be received and/or 
dated no later than Dec. 31, 2022.  Thank you. 

 
 

 
NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 
  

  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 
Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings.  

Stay Informed 

http://www.virtus.org
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