
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Fourth Sunday of Advent                              December 18, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

   An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips through several 

neighborhoods, a bomb claims a maternity hospital and a sudden 

heart attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life is unpredictable and 

dramatic. Many buy into the sad illusion that the securities and  

familiarities we see around us today will remain forever: our homes, 

our friends, our spouses, our churches, and even our health. We  

are stunned and shaken by a sudden change, finding ourselves 

bewildered, mortified, and even embittered. We do not like change, 

especially change driven by sources beyond our control. Are there 

any guarantees in life? We often live as if our lives come with lifetime 

warranties. When they break, they can be fixed or replaced. Such is 

not the case. Many things are irreplaceable and unable to be  

fixed. During life’s inevitable chaos, God says: “Do not be afraid.”  

Seriously? How can one not be afraid when things are falling apart? 

 

   Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and somewhat 

unhealthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear teaches us lessons 

and can be a catalyst to discovering more profound things. What  

we do with fear and how we understand it is critical. Fear can either 

cripple us or move us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. 

If we look around at all that can change in our lives and consider 

what we might have to do, we can easily wallow in the mire of  

self-misery. Or we can step up to the challenge, as Mary did, and  

do what needs doing! We can stand tall, as did Joseph, and do the 

right and just thing!  What gives us this courage? Faith.  

 

   God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent preparations. We 

need to be reminded that we are not in this alone. God not only 

made us and loves us, but God keeps us! In the person of Jesus 

Christ, God is the sign we need to persevere! Do not be afraid and 

do not be unbelieving! Hold fast to what God has done in giving us 

His only begotten Son. We do not have to anxiously attempt to  

control life’s unpredictability. God has blessed us with the birth of His 

Son. Trust that He is with us and will not abandon us, even in death. 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, December 18:  

  Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24      
                                                                           
Monday, December 19: 

  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25   
Tuesday, December 20:  

  Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38       
Wednesday, December 21:  

  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45   
                        
Thursday, December 22:  

  1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56             
 
Friday, December 23:  

  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66                        
                     
Saturday, December 24: 

  Vigil:   Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:18-25 

  Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  
 
Sunday, December 25:  

  Day:  Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

 

 

 
 
WHAT IS THE HISPANIC ADVENT 
CUSTOM CALLED “LAS POSADAS”? 
 
 
“Posada” is the Spanish word for 

inn or lodging. “Las Posadas”  

refers to a traditional Advent  

custom in preparation for the birth of Jesus, beginning on 

December 16. For nine successive evenings, groups reenact 

the search of Mary and Joseph  

for shelter in Bethlehem. 

 

Two children dress as Mary and Joseph, sometimes with 

Mary riding on an actual donkey. They are usually accom-

panied by children dressed as angels and shepherds along 

with the Wise Men. Adults accompany them as they process 

to designated homes where they sing Christmas songs and 

request lodging. Part of the group enters the home and be-

comes the chorus that responds to the request for lodging. In 

the beginning the request is rebuffed. They move to several 

more homes where the ritual is repeated. Eventually, at the 

last home, their need is recognized, and they all enter the 

home where a party ensues. This is repeated in different 

neighborhoods and homes each of the nine days. 

 

While this custom teaches children an important aspect of 

the Christmas story, it also emphasizes the need for hospitali-

ty to strangers and the continual need we all have to make 

room for Jesus in our “posada.” As we struggle to arrive at a 

fair and just immigration policy, it would be good to recall 

the fact that Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were also immigrants 

looking for a hospitable place to dwell. 
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“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took his 
wife into his home.” 
~MATTHEW 1:24 
 
 

We must put our complete trust in the 
Lord without expecting anything in return 

and  strive to put God first in all things and follow Him wherever 
He may lead us.  Joseph was a model of these pillars of our faith.   
As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the strength and 
courage to be a model of discipleship, just as Joseph was. 
 
 
~archstl.org 

Catholic Life Explained 

Holiday Office Hours 

 
The parish offices will be closed Fri., Dec. 23, and remain closed 
through Tues., Dec. 27, for Christmas break.  The staff wishes 
each of you a most joyous and blessed Christmas. 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #4621 is sponsoring a Free Throw 
Championship Sat., Jan. 14, with registration starting at  
10:00 a.m., and competition to follow.  The event will take 
place at  the Holy Cross Catholic Academy Event Center at 4102 
South Bonham.  The contest is open to all youth between the  
ages of nine and fourteen, according to event organizer Nathan 
Flores.  You can reach Nathan at 806-681-0094, if you have 
questions or need for information.  Contestants do not have to be 
Catholic to take part; everyone is welcome to join in a day of fun 
and fellowship.   

 
Everyone is invited to join the 2023 Walk for Life on 
Sat., Jan 21, which will be begin with Mass at 
10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s Cathedral followed by a 
walk at 1:30 a.m., to Sanborn Park where we will 
pray the rosary.  Thank you for your participation. 

2nd Annual KC Free Throw Championship 

2023 Walk for Life 



 

 
 

 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 20 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbells (Bell Room) 
7:00  p.m.  - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
6:30 p.m.   - Christmas Combine Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 22 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 23 
CHRISTMAS BREAK - PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 24 
SEE 2022 CHRISTMAS LITURGY SCHEDULE  
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 25 
SEE 2022 CHRISTMAS LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 
 

Christmas 2022 Liturgy Schedule 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LITURGY 2022 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE – Sat., Dec.24 

Children's Mass 

Prelude Music:  4:45 p.m. 

Mass:  5:00 p.m. 

Vigil Mass 

Prelude Music:  6:45 p.m. 

Mass:  7:00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass 

Prelude Music:  11:30 p.m. 

Mass:  12:00 Midnight 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, Sun., Dec. 25 

10:00 a.m. only 

 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE – Sat., Dec. 31 

5:00 p.m. 

 
 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY, Sun., Jan. 1, 2023 

7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. 

Preparing for Christmas 

 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy Varsity basketball 
teams will end the fall semester with the Mustang Red 
and Black basketball game. 
 

When:   Dec. 20, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.   
Where:  Holy Cross Event Center 
What:    The game is a scramble/mixture of varsity boy 
              and girls playing each other 
 

Mark your calendar and come out for all the fun!   
 

Hooray for the Mustangs! 

Catholic Education 

 
Oh, King of us all.  

I  f ind myself standing before  

your st rength and splendor  

watching, waiting 

and f i l led with total joy.  
 

You have li f ted my mind in hope.  

Now help me to open my li fe  

to the coming of the Spirit.  
 

I  want to be l ike Mary, your mother.  

Her wonderful courage and strength  

inspire me to do the same.  

She simply said Yes  

and the impossible was done.  
 

Thank you for this Advent journey.  

The anticipation has f i l led my li fe  

and made me long for  

a closer relat ionship with you.  
 

My l i fe gets so busy that I  forget to focus.  

Thank you for guidance.  

Thank you for the quiet moments  

when I have felt your love.  
 

Nothing wil l  be impossible with God.  
 

Guide my feet on the way of peace.  
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel!  
 

May the Lord bless us,  

protect us from al l evil  

and bring us to everlast ing l i fe.  

 

Amen . 

prayerist.com 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH IRS REGULATIONS:   
All contributions are being recorded as of the date they 

are received by the Church.  All contribution to be  
credited for this year, should be received and/or 

dated no later than Dec. 31, 2022.  Thank you. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

6:00 PM 

+Eric Walterscheid by Maggie Weinheimer 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

6:00 PM 
+Sonny Carlson by His Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

7:00 AM  

+Elias Urias, Jr. by Eugene & Ann Teetor 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 

7:00 AM 
Intention of Terry Sherby by Pat Stich 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 

7:00 AM 
+Pete Aboytes by Elsa Aboytes 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 

5:00 PM 

+Carmen Arosemena by Carrizo Family 

7:00 PM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

12:00 AM 
Deceased  Members of Coldewey Family  
by Joe & Madeline Ryberg 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 

10:00 AM 

+Dale & Jean Ladd by Linda Ladd 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

Our last RE class before Christmas break is Sunday, Dec. 18 or 
Wednesday, Dec. 14. We will resume class on Sunday, Jan. 8 

 
Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall  OR 
January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will be in 
January. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and find a date 
that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that 
site you will be able to register for any session offered in the dio-
cese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish 
office. 

RCIA NEWS 

Are you someone who likes to discuss Scripture and would be 
willing to lead a group during mass occasionally? Reach out to the 
RE office! 

 
 
If you see anyone wearing this cross  
necklace, go introduce yourself!  These are 
our RCIA candidates and catechumens! 

 
 
  

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

INTO THE BREACH 
T DOES IT MEAN TOBE A CATHOL? 

    All men are welcome  to 
     Into the Breach  series! 

PRAYER         SUFFERING        SACRAMENTAL 
LIFE 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE       EVANGELIZATION   
THE CORNERSTONE        

  Join one of our groups 

  
Saint John, sometimes called John Cantius, 

was born in the Polish town of Kanty in 1390. 

Not much is recorded about his early life, 

however, he was a bright young man who  

did well in his studies at the university in  

Krakow. He earned his doctorate in  

philosophy and went on to be ordained  

and earn a doctorate in theology as well.  

 

He began teaching at the university  

immediately following the conferring of his 

doctorate in philosophy. Unfortunately, his 

popularity worked against him, and he was 

dismissed from his post on false charges.  

Saint John was reassigned to a post as a  

parish priest in the town of Olkusz, Bohemia. 

His parishioners did not receive him with open 

arms, and he was unsettled in his new position. But John did not give 

up, his honest care for the people of his parish eventually endeared 

him to them.  

 

After a time, he was invited back to the university and he  

returned to teaching, filling leadership roles in the philosophy  

and theological areas until the end of his long life. Saint John  

deeply cared for the poor, giving everything but only what he 

needed to survive away. He lived an aesthetic life but was such  

an engaging man that he often dined with nobility. 

 

Saint John of Kanty died on December 24, 1473. He was canonized 

in 1767, by Pope Clement XIII. In 1998, a new religious community 

chose the saint for their patron and the Canons Regular of Saint 

John Cantius, was formed in Chicago, Illinois. 

  
It has been a great semester for the youth of St. Thomas!  Thank 
you to everyone for their support and help with "St. Thomas 
Has Talent."   Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year from the youth!  God bless, and continue to keep us in 
your prayers! 

Saint John of Kanty | December 23 

St. Thomas Youth 

Saturday mornings      OR      Monday nights 

Jan. 14, 21, &  28                        Jan. 16, 23, & 30  

Feb. 11, 18, &  22,                       Feb 13, 20, & 27 

6:30 a.m. coffee & breakfast       6:30 –7:30 p.m. class 
7:00 –8:00 a.m. class  

For more information or to sign up, contact 

ROB MICHELOTTI at robo_cop59@yahoo.com 

or 806-340-4992 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A 
CATHOLIC MAN IN TODAY’S WORLD? 

http://www.virtus.org


    WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 

 
  
      Learn to be familiar with the voice of the    
      Good Shepherd, recognize, and consider   
      following God’s Plan for your life. 
 

 He laid down His Life for His Sheep. 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Registration deadline January 23, 2023 

SATURDAY 

JANUARY 28, 

2023 

9:15 am - 2:30 pm 

   Lunch will be provided 

──── 

 In the Msgr. Tash Hall 

         Entrance D  

──── 

Cost $25 

──── 
Childcare provided 

Perfect for a last minute  

        Christmas gift! 

 

“My sheep hear my voice; they know me and follow me.”     

                                                                       John 10:27 
 

             Guest Speakers:  

  Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For more information, contact Dayamin Winchester at dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-

2461, ext. 107. 

 

              St. Thomas the Apostle Parish | 4100 S. Coulter St., Amarillo, TX 79109   

 

 

 

mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church

	Inside and Flap December 18, 2022
	Flyer December 18, 2022
	Women's retreat 2023

