
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Nativity of the Lord                                        December 25, 2022    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

 
    
As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years seemingly fly  

by as one holiday flows into the next, January quickly becomes  

December and life maintains its hectic pace. What do we accom-

plish in all of that busyness? Perhaps technology is responsible for 

some of the frenzy, keeping us isolated in our social media worlds, 

communicating through texts rather than in person, and always con-

nected to world events. We’re over stimulated in many ways by in-

formation, noise, opinions, and ideologies. Yet, we still find the time 

to decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and plan Christmas gather-

ings. We know, however, that the true meaning of Christmas is not 

found in twinkling lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set ta-

bles or exchanged gifts. We are being called to something deeper 

and more authentic.  
 
Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our lives and 

not get distracted by the illusions around us. Our world’s complexity 

can leave us feeling displaced, desperate, alone, neglected, and 

unimportant. Joseph and Mary felt that way too. In the midst of all 

that captures and intrigues us in our self-created virtual worlds, is this 

longing for the anchor of faith to keep us grounded and make sense 

of it all. Only faith can give us the perspective to see what truly mat-

ters in life. We discover our divinely blessed humanity. The uncertain 

and challenging journey to Bethlehem gives way to the tender mo-

ments of birth and its embrace. Christmas softens us and slows us 

down a bit. It shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens everyone.  

It shows us the truth.  
 
The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and allows us  

to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously. We are never lost 

or alone. We need to stop and savor more of life’s moments before 

they slip away in time. God is with us, loving us, and leading us 

where we need to be. God is born again and again in every soul 

willing to give birth to His presence. God connects us and provides 

us with a place where we feel safe and welcome: home.  Merry 

Christmas! 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, December 25:  

  Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18      
                                                                           
Monday, December 26: 

  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22   
Tuesday, December 27:  

  1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8       
Wednesday, December 28:  

  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18   
                        
Thursday, December 29:  

  1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35             
 
Friday, December 30:  

  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23                        
                     
Saturday, December 31: 

  Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
   
Sunday, January 1:  

  Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale 

Stewardship 

 

 

 

WHY DO WE GIVE GIFTS AT 

CHRISTMAS? 
 

Great events in and of themselves 

are not tangible. They occur in life 

but leave no mark behind, nothing 

that someone could come across and know that something 

significant occurred. So we mark the event with monuments, 

holidays, gold watches or plaques, making a meaningful 

event tangible and memorable. 
 
Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They mark the  

occasion of the birth of Jesus, communicating a bit of the 

joy of the day by allowing us to be both giver and receiver. 

Gift-giving sets aside the day as special and different. The 

special foods, customs, decorations, and gifts all help focus 

our attention on the importance and meaning of the day 

and at the same time allow us to share personally in its joy 

and happiness. 
 
In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning of 

Christmas in a significant way. We imitate God in sharing 

with others. We give a bit of ourselves to others in the gifts  

we give, just as God gives us the gift of his Son. No wonder 

we often say that the best gifts are those that come from the 

heart. Given in love, these presents are wrapped in the best 

covering of all. 
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“And the word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us…” 
~JOHN 1:14 
 

 
God made us to be in relationship with 
Him.  He loves each of us individually.  
Through sin, our relationship with God 

was broken.  He gave us Jesus to restore our relationship.  Being 
a disciple of Jesus we are given the model to obtain eternal life in 
Heaven.  Christmas isn’t about the material gifts we receive, it’s 
about the love that God, Our Father, gave us by giving us His Son, 
Jesus -  the best gift we could ever receive. 
 
~archstl.org 

Catholic Life Explained 

Holiday Office Hours & Mass Times 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES WILL BE 

CLOSED MON., DEC. 26,  

& TUES., DEC. 27. 

MASS ON SAT., DEC. 31, 

WILL BE AT 5;00 P.M. 

MASSES ON SUN., JAN. 1, 2023, 

WILL BE AT 7:30 A.M., 

9:00 A.M., & 11:15 A.M. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Knights of Columbus Council #4621 is sponsoring a Free Throw 
Championship Sat., Jan. 14, with registration starting at  
10:00 a.m., and competition to follow.  The event will take 
place at  the Holy Cross Catholic Academy Event Center at 4102 
South Bonham.  The contest is open to all youth between the  
ages of nine and fourteen, according to event organizer Nathan 
Flores.  You can reach Nathan at 806-681-0094, if you have 
questions or need for information.  Contestants do not have to be 
Catholic to take part; everyone is welcome to join in a day of fun 
and fellowship.   

 
Everyone is invited to join the 2023 Walk for Life on 
Sat., Jan 21, which will be begin with Mass at 
10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s Cathedral followed by a 
walk at 1:30 a.m., to Sanborn Park where we will 
pray the rosary.  Thank you for your participation. 

2nd Annual KC Free Throw Championship 

2023 Walk for Life 



 

 
 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 
OFFICES CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 27 
OFFICES CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS BREAK 
7:00  p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 29 
6:30 p.m. - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 30 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 31 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 1 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS - HAPPY 2023! 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

UCA & Preparing the Way Payments 

 
The church does not handle payments for United Catholic 
Appeal or Preparing the Way.  Those payments are recorded 
at the Diocese through the Stewardship & Development Office.  
Please mail your payments to the address on your payment 
envelope, P. O. Box 5644, Amarillo, TX  79117.  The parish is 
having to forward  these payments thus absorbing the cost of the 
postage.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Everyday Stewardship 

 
The faculty, staff and students from Holy Cross Catholic 
Academy would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas. 
 

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 
That we may share in the song of the angels, 
The gladness of the shepherds, 
And worship of the wise men. 
 
Close the door of hate 
And open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift 
And good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing, which Christ brings 
And teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
 
May the Christmas morning make us 
Happy to be thy children 
And Christmas evening bring us 
To our beds with grateful thoughts 
Forgiving and forgiven 
For Jesus sake 
Amen. 
 
~Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

Catholic Education 

 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Being the Sign:  I think the real  

challenge of evangelization in the 

modern age is the reality that pretty 

much everyone has already heard of 

Jesus Christ — or, at least, they think 

they have.  
 
To our 21st-century eyes, the angel who shared news of the 

birth of Jesus with the shepherds had an easy job. All he had 

to do was announce it.  
 
Our baptism compels us to do the same — to announce the 

coming of Christ over and over again, always and  

everywhere. But our audience is not a group of illiterate 

shepherds in ancient Judea. Our audience is a world that 

has heard so much about Jesus they often claim weariness 

of his name. So how do we do it? If we walk into a crowd of 

strangers and tell them we want to talk about Jesus, their 

reaction will probably be either “I already know about Jesus, 

thanks,” or “I’ve heard of him, and based on the behavior of 

those who claim to follow him, I’m really not interested in 

hearing more.” 
 
Because in the end, our very lives are how we “announce 

his salvation” in the present day. We announce it in our  

actions to strangers. We announce it in our treatment of  

people who have wronged us. We announce it in our  

interactions with those who disagree with us.  
 
How long had the coming of the Messiah been foretold to 

the Israelites? So long that, no doubt, many of them des-

paired of his coming altogether. So, God had to give them  

a sign: “You will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes 

and lying in a manger." 
 
Now we are the sign.  
 
The world has heard of Christ by now. But have they all seen 

him? It’s our job to show them. 

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group 
each Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Do You Like to Pray the Rosary? 

Need Special Prayers? 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain  
request, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 

6:00 PM 

NO MASS 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 

6:00 PM 
+Melvin Maikoetter by Annette Maikoetter 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 

7:00 AM  

+Jim Bullman by Robert & Rondelle Parker 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 

7:00 AM 
+Mary Harpole by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 

7:00 AM 
+Art & JoAnn Britten by Don & Nila Burgin 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 

5:00 PM 

+Larry Italio by Marlene Casasanta 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Elias Urias, Jr. by Gary Rider 

11:15 AM 

+Hugo Usala by Drs. Stephen & Faye Usala 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
No RE classes until Jan. 8 for Sunday classes and Jan. 4 for 

Wed class (take-home lesson) 
 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 

1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall 
OR 
January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will  
be on January 14.  If you’re an adult who needs to be safe  
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 

If you are an adult Catholic who hasn’t yet received the  
Sacrament of Confirmation, now is the time to sign up to  
begin formation!  
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA 

or Religious Education. 

              

AFF 2023 CLASSES                   
 

JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE Be 
transformed as a Disciple of Christ.   A ten-part study on 
the life of Jesus Christ. Study starts on Tuesday, January 17 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Marian room. 
 
INTO HIS LIKENESS   Be transformed as a disci-
ple of Christ.  In this six-part program, Dr. Edward 
Sri breaks open what it means to be a true follower 
of Jesus Christ.  Are you a fan or disciple of Jesus?  
Study starts on  Wednesday, January 25 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Marian room.  Cost of workbook $15. 
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF THE CATECHISM Want 
to be renewed in the Church’s faith and your 
knowledge of Catholic doctrine?  This series of clas-
ses is for you!  Take a careful walk with Deacon 
Mark White through the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.  This is the time to do it! The study will 
start on Sunday, January 22 at 10:10 a.m. in  the 
Upper room. 
 
INTO THE BREACH What  does it  mean  to be a  
catholic man in today’s world? All men are welcome 
to Into the Breach series! For more information, 
contact Rob Michelotti at robo_cop59@yahoo.com 
or 806-340-4992. 
 

All are Welcome! 

  
 

Glory to God in the Highest! 

My precious Lord, Jesus, 

I adore You with profound love and rejoice in the  

celebration of Your birth. 

Your love for us is unfathomable, 

it is glorious, transforming, awe-inspiring, 

and deeply personal. 

You chose to come and dwell among us, 

being born into poverty, rejection and humility. 

Yet Your mother knew whom she bore, 

Her heart was filled with the most tender love 

as she adored her Child and her God. 

Help me, dear Lord. 

to come to love You with the heart of Your mother. 

Invite me to adore You with St. Joseph  

and the poor shepherds. 

Reveal to me the glorious power of Your birth 

and change my life on account of this 

perfect gift of Yourself. 

I love You, dear Lord Jesus. 

Help me to love You with all my heart. 

Newborn Savior of the World, 

I trust in You. 

Mother Mary and St. Joseph, 

               Pray for me and for all. 

                           Amen. 

 

                                    ~mycatholiclife/catholic-prayers 

  
It has been a great semester for the youth of St. Thomas!  Thank 
you to everyone for their support and help with "St. Thomas 
Has Talent."   Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year from the youth!  God bless, and continue to keep us in 
your prayers! 

A Christmas Prayer 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
For more information, contact Dayamin Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:robo_cop59@yahoo.com
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