
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Mary, The Holy Mother of God                                                             January 1, 2023    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

 
    

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
 

We hide ourselves and our secrets from God because  

we are afraid. Even Mary can seem too perfect to ap-

proach. The shepherds find the strength to speak to Mary 

and Joseph at the moment they see the child in the man-

ger. They open their hearts and share what they’ve experi-

enced. Saint Luke writes of the shepherds, “When they saw 

this, they made known the message that had been told 

them about this child.”  

 

When I was a college student, I visited Rome. Beggars  

often approached and said, “Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t 

speak Italian and thought, “Why are they speaking about 

the Christmas nativity scene?” My friend said, “Mangia 

means eat. They’re hungry.” That’s when I realized more 

deeply than ever before that Mary puts her baby in a  

place designed for hungry animals to eat.  

 

See that baby in the manger in your heart. Imagine Mary 

kneeling nearby looking at you with love. She doesn’t cling 

to God for herself. In that cave, from the beginning, she  

quietly offers her son to hungry souls. The manger means 

vulnerable self-offering love. That’s the sign. This week that 

same manger opens our hearts to tell Mary about our lives, 

too. 

 

 
~Father John Muir 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, January 1:  

  Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21       
                                                                           
Monday, January 2: 

  1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28   
Tuesday, January 3:  

  1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34       
Wednesday, January 4:  

  1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42   
                        
Thursday, January 5:  

  1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51               
 
Friday, January 6:  

  1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38                         
                     
Saturday, January 7: 

  Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
   
Sunday, January 8:  

  Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale, Cara 

Castañeda 

Stewardship 

 
 

 
(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC -  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
~Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

She Kept All of These Things in Her Heart 
 
“What was my first word? Who was there when I was born? When  

did I start to walk? Which toys did I play with? What made me cry 

when I was a baby?”  
 
My oldest has reached the age where she has started to ask  

questions like this. As she grows up, she is realizing that, in order  

to understand the world around her, she must first understand  

herself. This makes her insatiably curious about her own identity,  

her history — her “origin story,” as they say in the movies. 
 
I’ve got most of it documented either in writing or in photos, but 

even if it’s a detail that wasn’t scribbled in a baby book or saved to 

my digital cloud, it’s a memory that I can quickly summon and 

make real for her as we snuggle and talk about who she was, who 

she is, and who she may become. 
 
I’m the mom. I have kept all of these things in my heart. 
 
The Blessed Mother knew more about God before opening a book 

than most of us could discover after a lifetime of study and prayer. 

There is no one whose knowledge of Christ was so intimate, so 

deep, so simultaneously ordinary and extraordinary, as the human 

woman who bore him, birthed him, nursed him, raised him and 

eventually gave him up. 
 
In the way that I can tell my daughter everything there is to  

know about the part of her life she cannot recall, Mary can tell  

us everything we need to know about Christ. All we have to do is 

ask.  
 
Mary kept all of these things in her heart. — Luke 2:19 
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“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting 
on them in her heart.” LUKE 2:19 
 
After Jesus, we look to Mary as an  
ideal steward. Her entire life was lived  
in obedience to God’s call. She heard 
God’s message, and immediately said 

“yes.” Mary teaches us to live with joy and gratitude for the many 
blessings God has given us. Just as the moon reflects the light of 
the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ. Like Mary, we are called 
to reflect Christ’s light to the world. We do this through lives of 
gratitude and generosity. 
 
~archstl.org 

Everyday Stewardship 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #4621 will be having their breakfast, 
next  Sun., Jan. 8.  They will be serving from 8:00 a.m., to 
12:30 p.m., in the Gym.  Adults, $8, Children 10 and under,  
$4.  Proceeds benefit seminarians and charities. 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

Attention Parishioners! 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED 

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2023. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 

Holiday Office Hours 

 
The parish office would appreciate your help in checking the list of 
Sick & Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the  
bulletin and notifying the office at 358-2461, if anyone needs to be 
removed from or added to the list, so that we can publish accurate 
information.  Also, the volunteers who count the collection each 
week request that all parishioners indicate on the outside of their 
contribution envelopes the amount of monies enclosed.  This 
will ensure better accuracy for accounting purposes.   Also, if you 
use a pew envelope for your donation, please put your full 
name (not initials or just first name) on the envelope in order 
for that donation to be recorded properly.  Thank you.   



 

 
 

 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY  2 
OFFICES CLOSED FOR NEW YEAR BREAK 
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 3 
2:00 p.m. - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 
6:30 p.m. - Confirmation Class (Off-Site: Lesson at Home) 
6:30 p.m. - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:30 p.m. - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 5 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 6 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 7 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 8 
8:00 a.m.   - KC Breakfast (Gym) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing/Pre-K Wing) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Marian Room) 
4:00 p.m.   - Young in Spirit (Msgr. Tash Hall/Parlor) 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

2nd Annual KC Free Throw Championship 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #4621 is sponsoring a Free Throw 
Championship Sat., Jan. 14, with registration starting at  
10:00 a.m., and competition to follow.  The event will take 
place at  the Holy Cross Catholic Academy Event Center at 4102 
South Bonham.  The contest is open to all youth between the  
ages of nine and fourteen, according to event organizer Nathan 
Flores.  You can reach Nathan at 806-681-0094, if you have 
questions or need for information.  Contestants do not have to be 
Catholic to take part; everyone is welcome to join in a day of fun 
and fellowship.   

Catholic Life Explained  

 
 
The faculty, staff and students from Holy Cross  
Catholic Academy would like to wish everyone  
a Happy New Year.   
 
 

 
Lord, You make all things new 
You bring hope alive in our hearts 
And cause our Spirits to be born again. 
 
Thank you for this New Year 
For all the potential it holds. 
Come and kindle in us 
A mighty flame 
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 
And live forever to praise Your glorious name. 
 
Amen 

Catholic Education 

  

WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF THE ROSARY?   

WHERE DID THIS PRAYER COME FROM? 
 

 

Although a longstanding tradition  

attributed the rosary to Saint Dominic and 

the Dominican Order, the practice of using beads to count 

prayers predates the Dominicans by a few hundred years. In 

fact, it seems that what we now think of as the rosary (which 

means “garland of roses”) was first developed by illiterate  

peasants and religious brothers and sisters as a way of offering 

150 “Our Fathers” to replace the praying of the 150 psalms in  

the Divine Office.  

 

The practice of reciting 150 Hail Marys (which was later  

subdivided into 15 decades of 10 Hail Marys) arose during  

the late Middle Ages. Devotion to the rosary began to flourish  

in the nineteenth century, especially as new devotions to Mary 

began to spread throughout Europe and the New World. An  

annual liturgical celebration of Our Lady of the Rosary was  

introduced into the Church calendar in 1573 and it has been 

observed on the date of October 7 since 1913.  

 

In the apostolic letter On the Most Holy Rosary, Pope Saint  

John Paul II not only added five new mysteries to the tradition 

al fifteen, but he also reminded Catholics that the rosary is,  

at its core, an opportunity to go deeper into the life of Jesus: 

“The rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at heart a 

Christocentric prayer …  It has all the depth of the Gospel  

message in its entirety, of which it can be said to be a compen-

dium. It is an echo of Mary’s prayer, her perennial Magnificat … 

With the rosary, the Christian people sit at the school of Mary 

and are led to contemplate the beauty of the face of Christ and 

to experience the depths of his love” (no. 1). 
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If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group 
each Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

2023 Walk for Life 

Do You Like Praying the Rosary? 

 
Everyone is invited to join the 2023 Walk for Life on 
Sat., Jan 21, which will be begin with Mass at 
10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s Cathedral followed by a 
walk at 1:30 a.m., to Sanborn Park where we will 
pray the rosary.  Thank you for your participation. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 2 

6:00 PM 

+Sonny Carlson by Joan Caine 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 

6:00 PM 
+Margaret Johnston by Anna Kleman 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 

7:00 AM  

+Edie Golden by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 5 

7:00 AM 
+Bishop John Yanta by Pat Stich 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 

7:00 AM 
+Beth Cheek by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 

5:00 PM 

+Wayne & Janice Hancock by Dot Pesch 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Eva Belcher by H. R. & Marcia Kelly 

11:15 AM 

+Sherri Herring by Dwayne & Margaret Herring 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No RE classes until Jan. 8 for Sunday classes and Jan. 4 for 
Wed class (take-home lesson) 

 
Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall 
OR January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will  
be on January 14.  If you’re an adult who needs to be safe  
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 

If you are an adult Catholic who hasn’t yet received the  
Sacrament of Confirmation, now is the time to sign up to  
begin formation!  
 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA 

or Religious Education. 

              

AFF 2023 CLASSES                   
 

JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE Be 
transformed as a Disciple of Christ.   A ten-part study on 
the life of Jesus Christ. Study starts on Tuesday, January 17 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Marian room. 
 
INTO HIS LIKENESS   Be transformed as a disci-
ple of Christ.  In this six-part program, Dr. Edward 
Sri breaks open what it means to be a true follower 
of Jesus Christ.  Are you a fan or disciple of Jesus?  
Study starts on  Wednesday, January 25 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Marian room.  Cost of workbook $15. 
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF THE CATECHISM Want 
to be renewed in the Church’s faith and your 
knowledge of Catholic doctrine?  This series of clas-
ses is for you!  Take a careful walk with Deacon 
Mark White through the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.  This is the time to do it! The study will 
start on Sunday, January 22 at 10:10 a.m. in  the 
Upper room. 
 
INTO THE BREACH What  does it  mean  to be a  
catholic man in today’s world? All men are welcome 
to Into the Breach series! For more information, 
contact Rob Michelotti at robo_cop59@yahoo.com 
or 806-340-4992. 

 

All are Welcome! 

  
 
St. John Neumann, in full Saint John 
Nepomucene Neumann, (born March 
28, 1811, Prachatice, Bohemia [now in 
Czech Republic]—died January 5, 
1860, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.; 
canonized 1977; feast day  
January 5), bishop of Philadelphia,  
a leader in the Roman Catholic  
parochial school system in the  
United States. 
 
After studies at the University of Pra-
gue, Neumann’s interest in missions in 
the United States took him to New York, where he was  
ordained in 1836. In 1840 he joined the Redemptorists, a  
religious congregation dedicated to parish and foreign  
missions, and later became superior of all Redemptorists  
in the United States. In 1852 Pope Pius IX named him bishop 
of Philadelphia. 
 
Neumann spent the rest of his life building churches, 
schools, and asylums for his diocese. He was devoted 
to education and was the first ecclesiastic to organize a  
diocesan school system in the United States. Neumann 
was canonized in 1977 as the first U.S. male saint. 
 
 
~britannica.com/biography/Saint-John-Neumann 

 

  
It has been a great semester for the youth of St. Thomas!  Thank 
you to everyone for their support and help with "St. Thomas 
Has Talent."   Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year from the youth!  God bless, and continue to keep us in 
your prayers! 

St. John Neumann | January 5 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
For more information, contact Dayamin Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:robo_cop59@yahoo.com
https://www.britannica.com/place/Bohemia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pennsylvania-state
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bishop-Christianity
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/Charles-University
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/diocese
https://www.britannica.com/topic/education
https://www.britannica.com/topic/canonization
https://www.britannica.com/topic/saint
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