
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Epiphany of the Lord                                                                      January 8, 2023    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

 
    

The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

A friend of mine is a young priest who teaches high school 

physics at a Catholic boys’ prep school. Like many today, 

the boys often think science and religion are enemies. So, 

he delights in their raised eyebrows when he reminds them 

his first full-time job as a priest was to be an astrophysicist. 

He cataloged the size, shape, and matter of distant stars. He 

tells them, “Science gave me more love for God, not less.”  

 

The Magi were something like scientist-astronomers. Like 

today’s scientists, they employed disciplined methods of 

discovering dependable patterns in the world. Their rigorous 

commitment to the truth led them to the joy of discovering 

Jesus. Their love for knowledge leads them to worship the 

Source of all knowledge. Luke says of them, “They were 

overjoyed at seeing the star.”  

 

We may see the universe as cold and empty and feel sad. 

But why should we do that? The Magi, like my priest-friend, 

show us there is another way to experience the world. We 

use our intelligence to discover the beautiful patterns in the 

world — in mathematics, physics, astronomy, biology, neu-

roscience, and so on — and allow this to lead us to greater 

love for God. So, my fellow Magi: the world needs us to be 

overjoyed at finding God in science and, finally and fully, in 

Jesus.  

 

— Father John Muir 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
Sunday, January 8:  

  Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12       
                                                                           
Monday, January 9: 

  Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17   
Tuesday, January 10:  

  Heb 2:5-12/Mk 1:21-28 or  
  Heb 1:1-6& 2:5012/Mk 1:14-20 & 1:21-28       
Wednesday, January 11:  

  Heb 2:14-18/Mk 1:29-39   
                        
Thursday, January 12:  

  Heb 3:3-14/Mk 1:40-45               
 
Friday, January 13:  

  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Mk 2:1-12                         
                     
Saturday, January 14: 

  Is 49:3, 5-6/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  
   
Sunday, January 15:  

  Is 49:3, 5-6/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafen Hale, Cara 

Castañeda 

Stewardship 

 
 

 

Wedding Feast & Epiphany 
 

HOW ARE THE FEASTS OF THE BAPTISM 

OF JESUS AND THE ACCOUNT OF THE 

WEDDING OF CANA RELATED TO THE 

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION? 
  
The Epiphany season focuses on re-

vealing Jesus to the world. Following the Christmas celebra-

tion, the liturgical year lays out a series of manifestation 

points in which Jesus is made publicly known. From its very 

beginning, the  

Christian community highlighted three events in the life  

of Jesus. These are the Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord  

and the wedding feast at Cana.  
 
The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gentiles, 

represented by the magi from the East. The accounts of  

Jesus' baptism reveal his identity and mission, along with 

exposing him to those to whom he was sent to minister. The 

miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding feast of  

Cana, unique to John's Gospel, is the first public sign that 

Jesus performs, thus manifesting his public identity and his 

powers.  
 
Today in the Roman Church, these are usually celebrated on 

three successive Sundays: Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord 

which is usually the next Sunday, and the wedding feast of 

Cana, which is proclaimed on the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary 

Time in lectionary year C.  
 
These feasts connect around the concept of epiphany,  

public manifestation of Jesus to the world. They help us get 

to know more intimately who Jesus is and what he is about. 

Spend some time delving more deeply into your  

understanding of who Jesus is. Continue to cultivate  

these "epiphany" moments in your life. 
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“Then they opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts of gold frankincense and myrrh.” 
~MATTHEW 2:11 
 

The image of the Magi kneeling before 
the infant Jesus and opening their  
treasure chests for Him is an image that 
we should all try to follow each day.  In 

gratitude for all that we have been given, we are called to  
generously share all of our gifts, not just the ones we pick and 
choose.  God wants us to be generous with everything, but  
especially that one thing that means the most to you. 
 
~archstl.org 

Catholic Life Explained 

Mass for Pope Benedict XVI 

 
The Diocese of Amarillo will offer a Mass for the repose of the soul 
of Pope Benedict XVI on Mon., Jan. 9, at 1:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 1200 South Washington, Amarillo.  Everyone is 
invited to attend this Mass. 

In Need of Special Prayers? 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Do You Like Praying the Rosary? 



 

 
 

 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY  9 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel/Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 10 
2:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m. - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m. - Kolbe Ministry-Dalhart Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m. - Adult Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rm 5/7) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:00 p.m.   - Parent Confirmation I Meeting (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 12 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Off-Site) 
6:30 p.m.   - Baptism Class (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 13 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 14 
6:30 a.m. - Into the Breach (Upper Room N) 
9:30 a.m. - Virtus Training-Safe Environment (Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 15 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing/Pre-K Wing) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Marian Room) 
3:30 p.m.   - St. Thomas Bridge Club (Parlor) 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

Everyday Stewardship 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR: 
 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy Sixth Annual  
Calendar Party!    

 
 
Who:  The event is open to the public and all are invited  
 
What:  Dinner, entertainment and drawing of prizes  
 
Where:  Holy Cross Event Center at 4102 South Bonham  
 
When:  Saturday, February 3rd from 6-11:30 pm 
 
Why:  To support Catholic Education! 
 
Cost:  $50 for individual tickets  
 
How:  Contact HCCA school office at 806-355-9637 for more 
information or to purchase tickets. 
 
A separate raffle ticket can also be purchased and will be entered 
for a chance to win a prize valued between $500 and $1,500.   
Tickets are now available for purchase. 
 
 

Catholic Education 

 PENANCES AND PRAYERS 
 
God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight 

under the rafters of a barn: 

Eternal Peace is sleeping in the hay, 

And Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw-roofed stable.* 
 
When I was younger, I wrote music to and recorded Thomas  

Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.” If you have never read it, search 

it out on the internet. Merton’s words are profound and paint a  

picture of the awesomeness of Jesus, the newborn King of Kings, 

lying in a simple straw bed. The shepherds and Wise Men are drawn 

to pay homage to the One who has been born above all others and 

brings with him hope for a broken world. 
 
As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called to bring to  

this baby and lay at his feet are our prayers and penances, next to 

those gifts of worldly wealth. What is it that you have to bring to the 

stable on this feast of the Epiphany of the Lord? Unless those prayers 

and penances lead to a new way of living, our gifts will be void of 

meaning. What we lay before him speaks to the change in us that 

he has given to us by his birth. Our daily stewardship is resembled in 

those gifts. If we are to truly echo the kingdom of God in our lives 

and actions, what we ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire 

selves. This baby will give his entire self for us, and his work must 

continue through our hands and feet. 
 
While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries 

Come after with our penances and prayers, 

And lay them down in the sweet-smelling hay 

Beside the wise men’s golden jars.*  
 
*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
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Beginning Experience 

 
Everyone is invited to join the 2023 Walk for Life on 
Sat., Jan 21, which will be begin with Mass at 
10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s Cathedral followed by a 
walk at 1:30 a.m., to Sanborn Park where we will 
pray the rosary.  Thank you for your participation. 

2023 Walk for Life 

 
Beginning Experience is a weekend retreat for divorced,  
separated and widowed men and women.  This weekend  
program transforms lives.  It makes a real difference.  The truth  
is no one has to suffer alone, and although life may never be the 
same, it can be good again….very good.  The next Beginning 
Experience weekend is Feb. 10-12, 2023, at the Bishop DeFalco  
Retreat Center.  For more information or to register, contact  
Jim Brockman at 804-344-7490 (leave message) or on line at  
jkbrockman@gmail.com, or visit https://bdrc.org.  Please  
take advantage of this life-changing program...you won’t regret it. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 9 

6:00 PM 

+Sonny Carlson by Dcn Blaine & Louise Westlake 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 

6:00 PM 
+T. J. Gardner by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 

7:00 AM  

Intention of Susan Wooldridge by Pat Stich 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12 

7:00 AM 
Intention of Edgar & Sabrina Gamez by 
George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 

7:00 AM 
+Eric Walterscheid by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 

5:00 PM 

+Charlie Hennessey by Simon & Martha Wright 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Lorraine Lyons & Theresa Zorn by Steve Kohut Family 

11:15 AM 

+Wayne & Janice Hancock by  

Dwayne & Margaret Herring 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

 
Sunday school classes resume this weekend, Jan. 8. We 

hope you and your families had a blessed holiday season! 
 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 

1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall 
OR 
January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 

 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will  
be on January 14.  If you’re an adult who needs to be safe  
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 

 
If you are an adult Catholic who hasn’t yet received the  
Sacrament of Confirmation, now is the time to sign up to  
begin formation!  
 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA 

or Religious Education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

INTO THE BREACH 
T DOES IT MEAN TBE A CATHOL? 

   All men are welcome to 
     Into the Breach  series!  

 
PRAYER         SUFFERING        SACRAMENTAL 
LIFE 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE       EVANGELIZATION   
THE CORNERSTONE 
        

  Join one of our groups   
 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for the Baptism of Our Lord 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

in order to fulfill all righteousness, 

you were baptized by John in the Jordan. 

Clothe us with this same righteousness, 

that as your baptized people, 

we, too, may be called beloved children of your Father, 

and because of you, know he is well pleased with us; 

through your mercy, O our God, 

you are blessed, 

and live and govern all things, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
~ Paul C. Stratman  

Feast Day, January 9, 2023 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A 
CATHOLIC MAN IN TODAY’S WORLD? 

Saturday mornings      OR      Monday nights 

Jan. 14, 21, &  28                        Jan. 16, 23, & 30  

Feb. 11, 18, &  22,                       Feb 13, 20, & 27 

6:30 a.m. coffee & breakfast       6:30 –7:30 p.m. class 
7:00 –8:00 a.m. class  

 

For more information or to sign up, contact 

ROB MICHELOTTI at robo_cop59@yahoo.com 

or 806-340-4992 

NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 

  
  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m., on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday & Tuesday evenings. 

http://www.virtus.org


 

 

 

Confused about Purgatory?  Come listen to Deacon 

Darryl Dixon explain the Catholic beliefs on Purgatory.  

All women of the parish invited to the meeting!   Please 

come and meet the people you pray beside…..our faith 

can only be strengthened when we take the time to 

know those who share our love for Christ.  Social time 

and a light meal/dessert provided.   

Childcare can be arranged if you contact Muff London-Bichsel by Friday, 

January 13th so we can assure we have proper care.  Please call or text 

806-420-6577.   

 

Altar Guild 

Monday, Jan 16th 

6:30 pm 

Tash Hall 



                                                                                    

                           

  JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE Be transformed as a Disciple 

of Christ.   A ten-part study on the life of Jesus Christ. This encounter with Christ will 

inspire and empower you to center your entire life on him as you come to know and love 

him in an ever-deeper and more intimate way. The study will start on Tuesday, January 

17 at 10:00 a.m. in the Marian room. Cost of workbook $20. 

 

 INTO HIS LIKENESS   Be transformed as a disciple of Christ.  In this six-

part program, Dr. Edward Sri breaks open what it means to be a true follower of 

Jesus Christ.  Are you a fan or disciple of Jesus?  The study will start on  

Wednesday, January 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Marian room.  Cost of workbook $15. 

 

 

     Want to be renewed in the Church’s faith and your 

knowledge of Catholic doctrine?  This series of classes is for you!  Take a careful 

walk with Deacon Mark White through the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  

This is the time to do it! The study will start on January 22 at 10:10 a.m. in the 

Upper room. Bring your catechism (either version of the ones pictured would be 

good). 

All are Welcome! 
 

 
For more information, contact Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461. 

 

mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


    WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 

 
  
      Learn to be familiar with the voice of the    
      Good Shepherd, recognize, and consider   
      following God’s Plan for your life. 
 

 He laid down His Life for His Sheep. 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Registration deadline January 23, 2023 

SATURDAY 

JANUARY 28, 

2023 

9:15 am - 2:30 pm 

   Lunch will be provided 

──── 

 In the Msgr. Tash Hall 

         Entrance D  

──── 

Cost $25 

──── 
Childcare provided 

        

 

“My sheep hear my voice; they know me and follow me.”     

                                                                       John 10:27 
 

             Guest Speakers:  

  Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For more information, contact Dayamin Winchester at dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-

2461, ext. 107. 

 

              St. Thomas the Apostle Parish | 4100 S. Coulter St., Amarillo, TX 79109   
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