
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                        January 22, 2023    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

 
   

When I was a young seminarian, I asked a wise old priest 

how to pray better. He said simply, “Don’t lie when you 

pray.” He helped me to see how much energy I waste in 

trying to appear acceptable to God when I pray. For me, 

prayer was showing off for God and hiding what was ugly.  

 

It’s stunning that the Gospel of Matthew tells us of Jesus, “He 

left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in 

the region of Zebulon and Naphtali…” This isn’t just the Lord’s 

relocation up north. It’s his moving into places of shame and 

defeat. This region was where the enemy invasion of Israel 

began centuries before. Jesus left the comfortable confines 

of Nazareth and sought out a place of darkness, not to bring 

shame, but to announce the dawning of his light. 

  

When we pray, we usually prefer Jesus to stay put in our little 

Nazareths — where we feel comfortable, successful, and in 

control. But he moves. He re-locates into the Zebulons and 

Naphtalis of our shame, embarrassment, fear, and sense of 

being defeated. The question for us is: will we allow him to 

take up residence in those places in our prayer time? Will we 

talk to him honestly about our places of darkness? If we do, 

we’re no longer lying when we pray. 

 

— Father John Muir 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, January 22:  

  Is 8:23—9:3/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17         
                                                                           
Monday, January 23: 

  Heb 9:15, 24-28/Mk 3:22-30   
Tuesday, January 24:  

  Heb 10:1-10/Mk 3:31-35      
Wednesday, January 25:  

  Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18  
                        
Thursday, January 26:  

  2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5/Mk 4:21-25               
 
Friday, January 27:  

  Heb 10:32-39/Mk 4:26-34                         
                     
Saturday, January 28: 

  Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a 
   
Sunday, January 29:  

  Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafin Hale, Cara 

Castañeda 

Stewardship 

 
 

 
“He called them, and immediately they left 
their boat and their father and followed Him.” 
~MATTHEW 4:22 
 

Just as Jesus called the first apostles,  
He calls each of us to follow Him, too.  
Not everyone is called to leave their  
business or family behind, but we are 

expected to put God first in everything.  In gratitude to God, we 
should give our first and best of everything to Him; our time in  
daily prayer, our talent in participating in one of our parish 
 ministries and our treasure to support the financial needs of  
our parish mission. 
 
~archstl.org 

In Loving Honor 

Catholic Life Explained 

   
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

The Slaton Family 

in loving memory of  

Warren J. Slaton 

 

Chastisement vs. Punishment 
 

Question:  

What is the difference between a 

chastisement and a punishment? 

 

Answer: 
The distinction between chastisement and punishment is, in 

many ways, a subtle one, but which is still relevant in our 

Catholic tradition.  

 

First, chastisement is a concept that is grounded in Sacred 

Scripture. Here, we see chastisement as a response by God 

to people’s actions that is intended to teach a lesson. As St. 

John Paul II observed, “chastisement appears to be … a 

kind of divine pedagogy, in which the last word is reserved 

to mercy: He scourges and then shows mercy, casts down to 

the depths of the nether world, and he brings up from the 

great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The idea here is that in order to 

capture our attention or to highlight how we have not lived 

out our covenant-relationship with God as we should, there 

are times when God uses events in life to draw us back to 

the quality of relationship or faith that we should have.  

 

The concept of punishment, however, has a different sense. 

The Catechism of the Church observes that punishment is 

the consequence of a damaging action that “has the  

primary aim of redressing the disorder” and to protect the 

community and the common good from further damage  

or harm (see no. 2266). Although we always hope that 

someone who is being punished for a crime or some other 

harmful action will learn from their actions, punishment isn’t 

necessarily intended to teach a lesson in the same way that 

a chastisement is.  

 

Ultimately, how we make the distinction between  

chastisement and punishment is a matter of discernment.  

As with almost everything in life, our experiences can be an 

opportunity for grace — or for something less — depending 

on how open we are to recognizing the movement of God’s 

Spirit within them.  
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http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/audiences/2001/documents/hf_jp-ii_aud_20010725.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/audiences/2001/documents/hf_jp-ii_aud_20010725.html


 

 
 

 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY  23 
6:30 P.M. - Into THE Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 24 
10:00 a.m. - Jesus the Way-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry-Dalhart Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
5:15 p.m.   - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Hall) 
6:10 p.m.   - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rm 5/7) 
6:30 p.m.   - Into His Likeness-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 26 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 27 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 28 
6:30 a.m.  - Into the Breach (Upper Room N) 
9:15 a.m.  - Women’s Retreat-AFF (Hall/Parlor/Church 
3:30 p.m.  - Confessions (Chapel) 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 29 
10:05 a.m. - Catechism Class-AFF (Upper Room N) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education Wing/Pre-K Wing) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Marian Room) 
1:00 p.m.   - Parent 1st Communion II & RCIC II 
                    Session 1 - Opt. 2 (Hall) 
5:30 p.m.   - Youth Orchestra (Choir Room) 
6:00 p.m.   - Youth Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

Catholic Education 

  
Holy Cross Catholic Academy (HCCA)  

Senior Capstone Presentations  
 

 
The 13 members of HCCA Class of 2023 will present their  
Senior Capstone research projects on 01/29/23 at 2pm in the 
HCCA Event Center located at 4102 South Bonham.  The public  
is invited to hear the presentations.  
  
The students have been working on their projects since August 
15

th
 – the first day of school.  Donna Kerr, High School Language 

Arts, Senior Capstone, Speech and Debate/Drama instructor has 
been guiding the students.  Students will address social injustice 
recognized by the Catholic Church. 
Members of the senior class include: 
 

 
Madi Heath   Andrew Phillips  
Ribbin Saisasong  Audee Seidenberger 
Sadie Vincent  Anna Monroe 
Lily Huerta  Bianca Ronquillo 
Ariele Ronquillo  Chris Villa 
Andrew Sillivent  Kaci Willburn 
Ashley Le 

 

 
Young in Spirit is a monthly social gathering for church  
members 55+. We will be gathering on Sun., Feb. 5, from 4:00-
5:30 p.m., in Msgr. Tash Hall.  For a $10 monthly charge, you 
will enjoy a delicious meal and an entertaining program. You will 
need to make a reservation, so contact either Cathy Revell at 
806-354-0242, or Norma Hellman at 806-223-3404, to reserve  
your place or get more information 

Young in Spirit 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

 
Beginning Experience is a weekend retreat for divorced, separat-
ed & widowed men and women.  This program transforms lives 
and makes a real difference.  The retreat is scheduled for Feb. 10-
12, at Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center.  For more information 
or to register, contact Jim Brockman at 806-344-7490 (leave  
message) or at jkbrokman@gmail.com, or you may visit the  
web page at https://bdrc.org.  Please take advantage of this  
life-changing program….you won’t regret it. 

 
We would like to invite everyone to join us on Tues., Jan. 24, 
in the Marian Room, from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Theme: Tell the 
World of My Mercy. Reading assignment to prepare for this week: 
Scripture (Acts 1:8), Catechism (#2013, 900-901) and Diary of St. 
Faustina (301, 687, 998, 1142, 1074-75, 1190, 1521, 1540, 1588, 
329). Lesson goals: Mercy is the greatest attribute of God, 
and the promises given to souls who spread the honor of His  
mercy. 

Beginning Experience 

Sick & Homebound/Service Men & Women 

 
The parish office would appreciate your help in checking the list of 
Sick & Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the 
weekly bulletin and notifying the office at 806-358-2461, if anyone 
needs to be removed from or added to the list, so that we can 
publish accurate information..  Thank you. 

 
Our volunteers who count the collection each week request that 
all parishioners indicate on the outside of their contribution  
envelopes the amount of money enclosed.  Also, if you use  
a pew envelope for your donation, please put your full name 
(not initials or just first name) on the envelope.  These steps 
will ensure that your donations are recorded accurately.   

Weekly Collections 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 23 

6:00 PM 

+Pete Aboytes by the Slaton Family 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24 

6:00 PM 
+Bob Mager by Shirley Mager 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 

7:00 AM  

+Ruby Gabel by the Wagoner Family 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 

7:00 AM 
+Herb Ripperger by Pat Wilcox 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 

7:00 AM 
+Geraldine Powers by Michael Lindley 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 

5:00 PM 

+Eric Walterscheid by Gary Rider 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Warren J. Slaton by His Family 

11:15 AM 

+Sierra Rogers by Racheal & Isabella Rogers-Jones 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

Our next break will be Sun., Feb. 19 or Wed, Feb. 22 (Ash Wed) 
 

Required Parent Sessions: 
Upcoming: 

1st Communion and RCIC II families: 
January 18 from 6:30-7 p.m. in the hall 
OR 
January 22 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
Confirmation I: 
Last parent session for those who didn’t attend on Jan. 11 is 
Jan. 22 from 1-2 p.m. in the hall. 
 
Confirmation II: 
Retreat date and service project due date is Saturday, Feb. 
25. The final parent session will be the same afternoon. 

 
 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will  
be Feb. 7, at 6:30 p.m.  If you’re an adult who needs to be safe  
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 

If you are an adult Catholic who has not yet received the  
Sacrament of  Confirmation, now is the time to sign up to  

begin formation!  
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA 

or Religious Education. 

K 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

The Art of Retreat 
 

Social media has made it far too easy for me to share my opinion.  
 
These virtual spaces tend to strip our words of all empathy. Some-

one will post something that I think is nonsense, and I just have to 

tell them why — and quickly! Hurry! Before they delete it!  
 
Nine times out of ten, when the dust is settled, I find that I’ve said too 

much and listened too little.  
 
As I’ve gotten older, the motto I try (not always successfully) to live 

by is this: You do not have to be on the attack all of the time, even if 

it’s for what you think is the truth. 
 
I can’t help but notice that the first thing Jesus does when he hears 

of the arrest of John the Baptist is to retreat. He doesn’t punch a hole 

in a wall or take to the streets in protest. He withdraws.  
 
And what does he do after withdrawing? A lot of praying, I would 

imagine. A lot of thinking, a lot of reflecting. A lot of listening to the 

voice of his Father.  
 
Sometimes we mistake stillness with vulnerability. But Christ shows us 

that to withdraw, to contemplate, can actually be a tremendous 

show of strength. Even the fiercest dogs wait for the command of 

their master before they act.  
 
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 

not with the wisdom of human eloquence. — 1 Corinthians 1:17 
 
©LPi 

Practicing Catholic 

 
For more information, contact Dayamin Winchester at  

dwinchester@amarillo.church or 806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

 
 
If you want a lovely memorial tribute 
to a lost loved one or loved ones or a 
way to honor those special individuals 
in your life, be reminded that you may 
purchase a beautiful fresh flower  
arrangement designed by Scott’s 
Flowers for a donation of $85.00.   
  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation form, available at www.amarillo.church or 
call the Parish Office at 806-358-2461.    
        DATES AVAILABLE BEGINNING JUNE 10/11 

A Loving Tribute 

AFF 2023 CLASSES                   
 

JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE  Join 
us on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Marian room. 
 
INTO HIS LIKENES  J oin  us on  Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. in the Marian room.   
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF THE CATECHISM Join us 
on Sundays at 10:10 a.m. in the Upper room.  
 
INTO THE BREACH All men  a r e welcome! For  
more information, contact Rob Michelotti at  
robo_cop59@yahoo.com or  806-340-4992. 

January 28, 2023 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church
mailto:robo_cop59@yahoo.com
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