
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                      February 12, 2023    

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

It’s often said that the Catholic Church lays heavy rules on her  

members, rules that can almost seem impossible. Mass every  

Sunday? No lying ever? Sexual purity all the time? I recently  

said to some non-Catholic friends that more than fifty adults 

were baptized at my parish at the Easter Vigil. One responded 

spontaneously with shock, “Why would anyone do that?” In  

other words, why would someone willingly place themselves  

in a system with such demanding and rigorous rules?  

 

Of course, no one in the history of religions is more demanding  

and rigorous than Jesus himself. In the Sermon on the Mount, he  

says you have to be holier than pharisees or you’re out. He says 

if you call someone a fool, you go to fiery Gehenna. He says you 

can’t even look at a woman with lust or you’re guilty of adultery 

(which was punishable by death). To top it all off, he says you  

can’t even get divorced and re-married. Doesn’t he know these  

are basically impossible demands? What world is he living in? 

 

The new one, actually. He is the new world. Jesus’ words aren’t 

meant to condemn. They are meant to signal something new,  

a  restored humanity. Jesus doesn’t just give external laws; he 

gives us his Holy Spirit to internalize the law through love. He 

wants to fill us with his love. That’s what the Church exists to do. 

Love demands extraordinary things. The “demands” of the 

Church only make sense because she is filled with Jesus’ love. 

That wildly demanding love is why we are Catholic. 
 

~Father John Muir 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 
Sunday, February 12:  

 Sir 15:15-20/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37 
                                                                           
Monday, February 13: 

Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13   
Tuesday, February 14:  

Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21    
Wednesday, February 15:  

Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Mk 8:22-26 
                        
Thursday, February 16:  

Gn 9:1-13/Mk 8:27-33              
 
Friday, February 17:  

 Gn 11:1-9/Mk 8:34—9:1                       
                     
Saturday, February 18: 

Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 
   
Sunday, February 19:  

 Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle 

Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill,  

Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, 

Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs,  Steven Torres,  

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Madeline 

Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer,  

Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, 

Shirley Kuriyama, Henry Sisneros, Dana Nicklaus, Basilla 

Rhodes, Don Peters, Patrick Day, Cheryl Olivas, Annie 

Schacher, Mary Ann Kammerer 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown,  

Jonathan Brooks, & Diego Hinojosa, Chafin Hale, Cara 

Castañeda 

Stewardship 

 
 

 
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness  
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,  
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
~MATTHEW 5:20 
 
The Pharisees lived according to the letter 
of the law and they used this to elevate 
themselves above the other  people.  Jesus 
is clear - it’s the love that you have in your 

heart for God and others that will get you to heaven.  Simply following 
church rules to the letter and not out of love, does not necessarily put 
you on the path to heaven.  Attending Sunday Mass and then  
gossiping out in the parking lot about a fellow parishioner is an  
example of being a modern day Pharisee. 
 
~archstl.org 

In Loving Honor 

(Practicing) Catholic 

  
 

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

Marian Elliott-Davis 

in loving memory of 

Art Elliott 

 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

Feelings and Shiny Things  

 

A friend of mine has a tradition on the first birthday of her children. 

Three items — a coin, a shot glass, and a rosary — are placed in 

front of the one-year-old, and whatever object he grasps  

supposedly bears insight into his future. A coin promises wealth,  

the rosary indicates holiness, and the shot glass…well, I’m sure you 

can guess. 
 
Of course, the kid just grabs whatever looks coolest. They’re not 

really choosing money or God or a party. Their choice is ruled by 

impulse. 
 
These days, “I’m not feeling it,” is a genuine excuse to avoid some-

thing. “I feel that,” we say to indicate agreement. “I feel like…” is an 

acceptable way to offer our opinion. Feelings carry a lot of weight. 
 
Before Christ, there was only the law, and the law dealt primarily 

with actions. Do this. Do not do this. All well and good. But with the 

fulfillment of the law, Christ wants us to look inwardly. He wants us  

to consider the influence of our feelings on our actions, and to  

understand how our chosen actions can, in turn, inspire certain  

feelings. 
 
I’m a millennial, so, depending on your age, you may think that  

I feel either too much or too little. One thing I have learned, though,  

is that when I give my feelings free rein, my instincts immediately 

turn into actions. I become the toddler grasping at shiny objects 

with no thought for what they represent. Anger becomes  

unkindness. Jealousy becomes cruelty. Fear becomes  

elfishness. 
 
Free will, I have come to understand, means freedom from the  

tyranny of feelings. If a feeling is strong enough, it can build a prison. 
 
“If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.”  

~ MATTHEW 5:30 
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Altar Guild will be Spreading the Love! at our next meeting.   
Please plan to attend this festive evening with plans to discuss 
2023 as the best Lent ever, new ideas for Christian readings, craft 
time, and friendship time.  You owe yourself this one evening with 
your Catholic friends....The best Valentine's gift to yourself would 
be to save this date!  Mon., Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m., in Msgr. Tash Hall.   
We will be collecting items for the Guyon Saunders Resource 
Center.  You can bring your items to the next meeting or leave 
them at the gift shop.  Items they need include toiletries/hygiene  
products, socks, underwear, boxes of instant oatmeal packets, 
and any type of ground coffee.  Thank you for your generosity! 

St. Thomas Altar Guild  



 

 

Sunday, February 12 

 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
6:30 p.m.  - St. Thomas Altar Guild (Hall) 
6:30 p.m.. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 14 
10:00 a.m. - Jesus the Way-AFF (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Kolbe Ministry-Dalhart Group (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Handbell Choir (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym) 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
5:15 p.m. - Children’s Choir (Gym/Music Wing/Hall) 
6:10 p.m. - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Confirmation Class (Education Wing, Rm 5/7) 
6:30 p.m. - Into His Likeness-AFF (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - RCIA (Upper Room S) 
6:45 p.m. - Parent 1st Communion II & RCIC II (Hall) 
7:00 p.m. - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:30 p.m. - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 16 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
NO SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 18 
6:30 a.m. - Into the Breach-AFF (Upper Room N) 
9:30 a.m. - “The Mass” Presentation (Church) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m. - WTA&M Catholic Student Center Fundraiser (Gym) 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 19 
3:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Bridge Club - Parlor 

Week at a Glance Sacrament Preparation 

 
BAPTISM:  If you are new parents and/or 
first-time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the reception 
of the sacrament.  Please call the parish 
office, 358-2461, to register for the next  
scheduled class. 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting 
married sometime this year, NFP is a man-
datory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament 
of matrimony. For more information and 
class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

Catholic Education 

  
 
Congratulations to Holy Cross Catholic Academy 
choir member Andrew Sillivent! 
 
Andrew placed 4th in the Small Schools category 
during the All State Choir competition.   

                   
Andrew will now join the All State Choir for a performance in  
April, 2023 in San Antonio, Texas. 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

 
We would like to invite everyone to join us on Tues., Feb. 14, 
in the Marian Room, from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.  Theme: Sinners 
and My Mercy. Reading assignment to prepare for this 
week: Scripture (Mt 9:12-13), Catechism (#1030-1032) and  
Diary of St. Faustina (723, 1146, 1275, 1396-97, 1521, 1541, 
1602). Lesson goals: God’s mercy is greater than our worst sin, 
and we never tire of proclaiming His mercy. 

Sick /Homebound & Service Men & Women 

 
The parish office would appreciate your help in checking the list of 
Sick & Homebound as well as Service Men & Women in the 
weekly bulletin and notifying the office at 358-2461, if anyone 
needs to be removed from or added to the list, so that we  
can publish accurate information.   

 
In order to keep our records updated, we are asking registered 
members to please advise the parish office of any changes in  
your personal information; that is, phone numbers, address 
changes, email addresses, etc.  If you receive a monthly  
envelope packet, your address change is automatically forwarded 
to the parish office by the envelope vendor, Our Sunday Visitor.  If 
you are registered and do not receive envelopes, please let 
the office know about any address change.  Thank you for 
helping us keep our parish records current and accurate.    

Do You Like to Knit or Crochet? 

Like Praying the Rosary 

 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group 
each Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.   

 
The Prayer Shawl group meets on Tues. afternoon at  2:00 p.m., 
in the Parlor.  If you like to knit or crochet, you are welcome 
to join this very worthwhile ministry. 

Like to Travel? 
Parish Records 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………….……………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & RCIA Director…………………….....……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator…….…….Dayamin Winchester 

Safe Environment Coordinator……………………………..Ann Lueb 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

6:00 PM 

Intention of Hanna & Leland Brasher Family 

by Dr. Robert & Rosa Bidwell 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

6:00 PM 
+Jim Barnes by Pat Stich 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

7:00 AM  

+Jimmy & D’Ann Moutos by Pat Wilcox 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

7:00 AM 
+Darrell Goodin by His Family 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

7:00 AM 
+Luke Acker by Sam & Margie Albracht 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

5:00 PM 

+Linda Malouf by Maggie Weinheimer 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

Intention of All Adorers 

11:15 AM 

+Beth Cheek by Michael Lindley 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

RE NEWS 

 
Our next break will be Sun., Feb. 19 or Wed, Feb. 22 (Ash Wed) 

 
Required Parent Sessions: 

Upcoming: 
1st Communion and RCIC II families (Presence #2 with Dn. Mark) 

February 12 from 1-2:15 p.m. in the hall 
OR 
February 15 from 6:45-8 p.m. in the hall 
 
Confirmation II: 
Retreat date and service project due date is Sat., Feb. 25. The 
final parent /sponsor session will be the same afternoon from 
3:30-4:45 p.m. 

 
The next scheduled St. Thomas Safe Environment class will  
be Mar. 29, at 6:30 p.m.  If you’re an adult who needs to be safe  
environment trained, please go to www.virtus.org to sign up and 
find a date that works for your schedule. You must pre-register. 
From that site you will be able to register for any session offered 
in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the 
parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
Are you interested in the Catholic Church? Now is a great time to 
learn more! Reach out to Kerry in the RE office for more info! 

 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church   
or 806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA 

or Religious Education. 

K 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MASS  
 

 FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE 
 END AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN! 

 
DIRECTED BY 

 Deacon Mark White 
         

 

           February 18, 25 & March 4 
    9:30 – 10:30 AM 
    In the Church 

 
   ALL AGES ARE WELCOME! 

  
Blessed James Miller, the second ever 

U.S.-born martyr, served as a missionary 

and educator to the poorest of the poor 

in Nicaragua and Guatemala. Shot to 

death in front of his students in 1982, his  

legacy of love lives on today through 

the many schools he started. 

 

 

Prayer 

Official Prayer for the Intercession of Blessed Brother James 

Miller, FSC 

 

O Blessed Brother James Miller, you heard God’s call to  

become a Brother of the Christian Schools and so became  

a sign of faith to youth in the United States and in Central 

America. You placed your life and your trust in Divine  

Providence and, for spreading the faith, merited the  

crown of martyrdom. In a world that denies the dignity of  

the human person, obtain for us from Divine Providence  

an ever-increasing love of God and our neighbor,  

especially the poor and oppressed. Obtain for us also the 

favor we are now asking for [mention request] and the 

grace and strength to be a witness to Christ’s love to all.  

Amen. 

 

~LPi 

Bl. James Alfred Miller 

  

LOVE 
 

Love is patient and kind, 

It doesn’t envy or boast 

and it’s never proud. 

Love is not rude or selfish, 

It doesn’t get angry easily, 

or keep track of wrongs. 

Love doesn’t delight in bad 

things but it rejoices in the 

truth. Love always protects, 

trusts, hopes and perseveres. 

Love never fails. 

 
~St. Paul to the Corinthians 

Valentine’s Day - February 14 

http://www.virtus.org


Altar Guild will be Sharing the Love!  Please Come! 

 

Monday, February 13,   6:30 pm,  Tash Hall 

Please come share your talents and help with our Valentine 

Project “Sharing the Love!”, discuss ideas to prepare for 

Lent, and enjoy a display of Christian readings.   

All ladies of the church welcome! Childcare available. 

*** Please bring items for Guyon Saunders such as boxes of instant oatmeal, 

toiletries/hygiene products, ground coffee, socks/underwear 



 
CANDIDATES FOR ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION 

Elect TWO Candidates on Feb. 18/19 

  

DANELLE BARBER 

Danelle Schmucker Barber grew up in Nazareth where she was a member of Holy Family  

Catholic Church for 18 years.  In the past, she has lived in Lubbock, (St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
Church, Amarillo/Bushland, (St. Mary’s and then St. Thomas the Apostle), Dumas (Sts. Peter  

and Paul) and then returned to St. Thomas the Apostle.  She has served at least one term as 
President of the Dumas Catholic Women’s Society, the St. Gerard’s Circle of St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Altar Guild, and most recently, as President of the St. Thomas Altar Guild in 2019-2020.  She has 
served on a Women’s A.C.T.S. retreat team three times.  In the past, she has served as an officer 
for the Bushland HS Booster Club and for Amarillo Republican Women.  She recently retired from 
the federal government and is now employed by the Texas Tech School of Veterinary Medicine 
as a Program Manager for the school.  Danelle has been divorced for 18 years and has two adult 
children, Carson Barber (and his wife, Tobie) and Bailee Barber, both of whom live in  

Amarillo.  She is thankful for the opportunity to return to St. Thomas the Apostle and serve  

her church community wherever she is able. 

JOANI GUYER 

Joani & her husband, Paul, have been members of St. Thomas since 1987. Joani is 
active in the Altar Guild, Eucharistic Minister, Adoration and has been a substitute for 
religious education. She is currently Past-President for the Altar Guild, and served 
two years as President in 2021-2022. Joani works at the VA, as the Director of Home 
Based Primary Care, and has a MSN in Nursing RN for 35 years in Amarillo. Joani 
and Paul have 3 children, Brant, Bryce & Madison.  

COURTNEY WHITE 
 
Courtney was born and raised at St. Thomas.  She serves as a Master Server, 
Eucharistic Minister, and Lector.  She works as an Assistant City Attorney for 
the City of Amarillo.  In her free time, she needlepoints, volunteers for several 
nonprofit boards, and enjoys wine.  She has a rescue dog named William and 
a rescue bunny named Harey Styles. 

TRUETTA BRANDT 

Truetta, along with her husband, Gerald and their two daughters, became members of St. 
Thomas in 1981, and immediately became immersed in parish life which included being  
parent leaders and chaperones for he Youth Group activities.  Together they served on the 
Why Catholic Committee and were members of Serra Club & Equestrian Order of the holy 
Sepulchre.  Following Gerald’s untimely death in 2021, Truetta continued her membership in 
those organizations and loves serving the parish as Eucharistic Minister and a sub in the  
Perpetual Adoration program.  She is a member of Altar Guild, Thursday Morning Rosary 
group & she attends many of the Adult Faith Formation classes.  She retired from AISD in 
2016 and is a grandmother of four & graeat grandmother of one.  Her free time is spent  
playing golf or pickleball.  She enjoys crocheting afghans, cross-stitching baby blankets,  
working in the yard and listening to daily podcasts of the Bible in a Year. 
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