
 

 

 
 
Saturday December 10 
  5:00 pm Virginia and Carlo Miele and Deceased  

  Members of the Lepore Family 
 

Sunday  December 11 

  7:30 am Henry & Catherine Schanz and Rosemary & 

  George Zimmerman 

  9:00 am Deceased Members of the Leonett Family and  

  Karl Buckman 

11:00 am Rosalie Fonck and Edward Shalhoub and 

  Anna Gaydos 

  5:00 pm Daniel Leahy and Theresa Conroy Neubauer 
 

Monday  December 12 

  8:00 am Catherine Moore and Special Intention 
 

Tuesday December 13 

  8:00 am Brendan Foley and Luiz Sanzo 

Wednesday  December 14 

  8:00 am Teresa Toscano and Maria Vittiburga 

Thursday December 15 

  8:00 am Elsie & William Nef, Matthew Linton and 

  Eileen Horan 

Friday  December 16 

  8:00 am Thomas White and Beatrice Marino 

Saturday December 17 

  8:00 am Marie Nemeth and Catherine Flynn 

  5:00 pm Peter Coviello, Sr. and Mary Cangemi 
 

Sunday  December 18 

  7:30 am Cindy Mahoney and Gloria Zwick 

  9:00 am Deceased Members of the Marino Family and 

  Karl Buckman 

11:00 am Bruce Scullion and Pam Duddy 

  5:00 pm Patrick Scatuorchio and Hazel E. Petrallia 

Weekly Memorials 
The Lamp burning before the Blessed Sacrament the week 

of December 11th is in memory of Fr. Ed Hinds. 
 

The Candles on the altar the week of December 11th are in 

memory of Fr. Ron Amandolare. 
 

The Flowers on the altar the week of December 11th are in 

memory of Joseph Gulliekson given by Mrs. Patricia Byrne. 

 

Hear our Prayers for those who are ill especially Anthony  

LaFerrara,  Stanley Wisneski, Neiko Pagaling, Judy Latalladi,  

Marlene Wisneski, Carmela Cecere, Marie Conlan, Sandra 

Dols, Eleanor Gilsenan, Mike Mulane and for all our deceased. 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2016 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2016 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 

Ahaz receives from Isaiah a prophecy that he will be successful 
in war and is urged to ask for a sign that the prophecy is true. 
The sign is “The virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and 
shall name him Emmanuel.” 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

Paul greets the Romans by pointing out that Jesus is the Christ 
who was promised to them in Scripture. He, Paul, is the apostle 
favored with the task of spreading the name of Christ to all. 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

In a brief, straightforward, simple narrative, Matthew recounts 
the events leading to Jesus’ birth. He details the appearance of 
the angel in a dream to Joseph and stresses that “All this hap-
pened to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophets.” 

Parish Support-December 4 
THIS WEEK’S OFFERING………………………………..$20,088 

LAST YEAR’S OFFERING………………………………..$23,397 

Reconciliation Service 
Monday, December 12, 2016 

7 pm in the Church 

Several priests will be available to celebrate  

the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Mass Schedule December 17th & 18th 
     

Fr. Bob  Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
   

Fr. Chris Sunday 11 am & 5 pm 
   

 

 Reconciliation (Confession) December 17th 
 

Fr. Bob  Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm 

ADVENT SERIES ON PRAYER 
 

St. Patrick Parish invites you to join us during this third week 

of Advent for the third in our series of three presentations on  

Prayer. 
  

On Tuesday, December 13th, Rev. Fr. Tom Marciniak,SJ will 

present Praying the Daily Examen. A good way to develop the 

habit of finding God in all things is to pray the Examen, a daily 

habit practiced and encouraged by Saint Ignatius of Loyola. In 

this prayer, the day is examined to recognize how God is ac-

tively involved in one’s life. 

 

Tuesday, December 13th 

Parish Office Building South Room 

7:30 pm-8:45 pm 

Please use the Washington Avenue door. 

Reflections from the Fathers for Advent 2016 

“Beware of surrendering yourself to the tyranny of sorrow. You 

can command yourself; the tempest is not beyond your skill.”   

   St. John Chrysostom, Letters, 9 



BAPTISM:  Arrangements should be made one month in advance by calling Deacon Joe Wisneski at 973-635-4976. Parents are 

expected to attend an instructional session with a Baptism Team. Baptisms are celebrated at 12:30 pm Sundays.   

RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  The R.C.I.A. invites non-baptized persons and those baptized into another 

faith to participate in a faith journey in preparation for becoming a Catholic. If you are interested in any aspect of R.C.I.A., please 

email Deb at Dkuzma@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office at ext. 23. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:  Congratulations! In order that we can together plan for your big day, couples should notify the 

Church and begin to prepare at least one year in advance of the date. Please email Fr. Bob at Fr.Bob@st-pats.org or call Fr. Bob at 

the parish office ext. 22. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOME BOUND:  If a family member or someone you know is recuperating from a hospital stay or is 

homebound for any length of time and would like to receive Holy Communion, please let us know. It is a priority for the parish com-

munity to support and be present to those who cannot be with us for the celebration of the Eucharist. If you would like a priest or 

deacon to visit a family member who is hospitalized, contact Peggy at Pgentile@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office ext. 25. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call the parish office at 973-635-0625 to arrange for a priest. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST:  Children preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist begin preparation in first grade. To register, visit our website at  www.st-pats.org or contact Ginny, vsalvatore@st-pats.org. 

 
St. Patrick Church 

 

Reconciliation:  A Path to a Joyful Advent 

 

Tomorrow evening, Monday December 12, the annual Advent Reconciliation Service takes place at 7:00 p.m. as all are invit-
ed to celebrate the richness of forgiveness through prayer, song, and reflection, the confession of sin, penance, and absolution. This 
ritual brings to light the opportunity to welcome the depth of God’s mercy within human imperfections in that it is often during times of 
failure, wrongdoings, and sin that people show their dependence on God. A Reconciliation Service plants the reminder that the great-
est sins are those that ignore opportunities to help, forgive, tolerate or show empathy to another due to personal desires; therefore, 
true repentance is the ability to bear good fruit. Today the church celebrates Gaudete Sunday, the pink candle is lighted. It  symboliz-
es the joy that is experienced in being reconciled with God and neighbor.  

 
It is common to stray from the ideals set in Advent, which open windows for participation in a communal service of Reconcili-

ation aware that sin is both personal and communal. Some ignore the significance of God’s mercy unaware of the root of their sinful-
ness oblivious to the issues that call forth change in life. This attitude stems from blindness to the needs of others, and instills second 
rate behavior into everyday actions, which is disheartening since awareness and sensitivity to other people assists in fulfil ling God’s 
commandment of love. Repentance of sin is one of the prerequisites for a joyful Christmas as it breaks down barriers that get created 
through human interaction, and assists in developing a change of heart that welcomes a Savior. Reconciliation generates newfound 
freedom that challenges a believer to hold back from retaliation that may get expressed verbally, passively, or through lack of action. 
Since genuine happiness is internal, the grace of Advent stems from a healthy attitude toward life and people regardless of the style 
of life others choose to live.  

 
It is of not much value to go through the motions of forgiveness with the conviction that the correct recitation of words or 

accurate formula of set prayers fetches absolution. This misses the mark in receiving the favor of God’s compassion since this per-
ception of the Sacrament is no different from the frame of mind of a child who is forced against his/her will to say “I’m sorry” for bad 
behavior. Loving words without intent do nothing to change the heart. Unfortunately some still live by these standards and envision 
the Sacrament as a cause and effect process that places emphasis on the recitation of the correct formula of prayers rather than the 
spiritual renewal that the Sacrament engenders. This is so evident with children who get intimidated by a parent or teacher to memo-
rize a formula for “confession” but lack comprehension in the experience of genuine forgiveness, which leads a youngster to exit the 
Sacrament without understanding that the step that follows the Sacrament is praiseworthy behavior. The philosopher and psycholo-
gist William James once stated, “The greatest discovery of my generation is that a human being can alter life by altering his attitudes 
of mind.”  

 
It baffles some to believe that God forgives sin whenever one repents in that grave sins carry forth long term memories that 

often bestow regret upon past actions. There is a tendency in people to review their histories with wonder if sinful offenses could have 
been handled in a virtuous manner mindful that the pitfalls of sin get traced back biblically to Adam and Eve ’s desire to be like God. 
Others struggle so hard to forgive themselves. There are even preachers who add guilt to people with harsh messages of condemna-
tion toward particular moments of dishonor toward God. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is not intended to tack guilt onto life; but 
aspires to uplift “sinners” with the fortitude to pull away from immoral behavior; and, move in a direction that discovers God in the 
daily activities of life. If there is a strain in your relationship with God, take this opportunity to experience reconciliation so that Advent 
becomes a path to a spiritual and joyful Christmas. The music, scripture, reflection and rite of absolution is a powerful encounter that 
engenders the belief that God so loved the world that he gave us his only begotten son. 

 
         In Christ’s Love, 
         Fr. Bob 



                           Welcome New Parishioners 
 

   A warm St. Patrick welcome to those new to our parish espe-

cially Brian, Merissa and Maddie Hightower.  We look forward to 

getting to know you! 

AROUND THE PARISH 

               

                YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

           This Week in Youth Ministry 
 

Winter Antioch Team Meeting:  Tues., Dec. 13, 7-9:30 pm; 

 In the YMC 

Spring Antioch Team Meeting:  Wed., Dec. 14, 7-9:30 pm; 

 At St. Vincent Martyr 

Service Opportunities 
 

Sign up on the SPYM board in the lobby of the Church or 

by emailing Maggie at mgrady@st-pats.org 
 
 

Food Pantry Restock:  Sat., Dec. 17; 8:30-10:15 am 

Gingerbread Workshop:  Sat., Dec. 17; 10:30 am-12 pm 

 Shifts available from 9 am-1 pm 
 

Shawl Ministry 

Our shawl ministry will gather this Tuesday, December 13 in the 

parish office South Room from 1-2:30 pm. The shawls that the 

group produces are shared with the ill or homebound of the par-

ish. Baptismal clothes are used at all infant baptisms at our par-

ish and at our sister parish, Our Lady of Victories. These shawls 

and cloths are tangible symbols of love shared with those for 

whom we pray as a parish and in our gathering. Join us! We 

have patterns or you can use your own! Bring a friend! 

Children’s Gingerbread Workshop 
 

On Saturday, December 17th from 10:30 am-12 pm, Youth 

Ministry will be hosting a Gingerbread House Morning for chil-

dren in kindergarten and older. For $15, each child will receive 

a full size gingerbread house and everything needed to deco-

rate it. Youth Ministry teens will be on hand to give individual 

help to the younger children. Proceeds will be used for future 

Youth Ministry activities and events. Grab a friend and join in 

the fun! Sign up sheets are available at the doors of the church 

and in the parish office building. Pre-registration is required! 

Celebration of the Eucharist for the 
Christmas Season 

Christmas—The Nativity of the Lord 
Saturday, December 24, 2016-Christmas Eve 

 

  3:15 pm Children’s Nativity Reenactment 

  4:00 pm  Mass in the Parish Center 

 God Unplugged and Saturday Sound 

  4:00 pm  Mass in the Church 

 Members of the Boys & Girls Choirs with harp 

  6:00 pm  Mass in the Church 

 Members of the Boys & Girls Choirs with harp 

10:30 pm  Lessons & Carols in the Church 

 Saint Patrick Choir 

11:00 pm  Mass in the Church 

 Saint Patrick Choir 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2016-Christmas Day 
 

  9:00 am  Mass in the Church 

 William Brockman with Harp 

11:00 am  Mass in the Church 

 Kimmi Neuschulz with Harp 
 

New Year’s-Solemnity of Mary,  
The Holy Mother of God 

Saturday,  December 31, 2016-New Year’s Eve 

          5:00 pm  Mass in the Church 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017-New Year’s Day 

 7:30 am, 9 am, 11 am & 5 pm  

Advent Penance Service 
The annual Advent Penance Service will take place on Monday, 

December 12 at 7 pm in the church. The service will consist of 

an opportunity to experience the joy of God’s mercy in prepara-

tion for the Christmas Season. The service will consist of song, 

scripture, reflection, and the confession of sins to one of no less 

than six priests who will join us for the evening. Please take time 

out of your busy schedules to share in the joy of God’s for-

giveness that comes through the Sacrament. 

Park at Washington Avenue School Lot on Christmas! 
 

The Chatham Board of Education Facilities has approved our 

request to use the parking lots at the Washington Avenue School 

for our Christmas Liturgies. Their new and improved parking lots 

will help in handling overflow parking for Christmas and Christ-

mas Eve masses. Please consider using these lots and enter the 

church through the Washington Avenue door. 

Thank you to the many generous 
parishioners who shopped, wrapped 
and packaged their Christmas in a 
Box donations for those in need.  
Thanks to your generosity, we will 

have touched approximately 750 individuals (locally and in Pater-
son) through the 2016 Christmas in a Box Ministry. A special 
thank you to our Christmas in a Box team who coordinated the 
entire effort! 



Monday, December 12 

   Rosary:  6:30 pm; South Room 

   Meditation Group:  7:00 pm; South Room 

   Reconciliation:  7:00 pm; Church 

Tuesday, December 13 

   Shawl Ministry:  1 pm; South Room 

   Advent Series on Prayer:  7 pm; South Room 

Wednesday, December 14 

   Ushers’ Meeting:  7 pm; South Room 

Thursday, December 15 

   Marian Prayer Group:  10 am; North Room 

   Knights of Columbus:  8:30 pm; East/West Room 

Friday, December 16 

   Adult Scripture Study:  9 am; South Room 

Saturday, December 17 

   Pageant Rehearsal:  9:30 am; Gym 

   Gingerbread Workshop:  10:30 am; Cafeteria 

Sunday, December 18 

   Chili Drop Off:  Priests’ Garage 

   Faith Formation:  8:15 am, 10:15 am & 7 pm; School 

   RCIA:  12:15 pm; South Room 
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             FAITH FORMATION 
 

   Faith Formation January Classes 

              January 8th & 9th and January 22nd & 23rd 
 

Congratulations to the 105 children who received the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation for the first time this weekend. In the new year, 

they will be preparing to receive First Holy Communion in May. 
 

Thank you to all the children and their families for their generous 

donations of Thanksgiving food and toys for Christmas.  Partici-

pating in service reinforces all that they are learning in class:  to 

follow Jesus is to love and care for others, especially those who 

are in need of assistance. 

Around Chatham 

Saint Patrick School is the recipient of the Joan Lavine Keats So-

cial Justice Award for 2016. The purpose of the grant is to further 

Holocaust Education. Funds raised will be used for a speaker, as 

well as classroom books and materials. This grant is a living exam-

ple of the mission and philosophy of Saint Patrick School to wit-

ness the message of Jesus Christ, while enabling students to ac-

quire the knowledge and values needed to prepare them to be 

active members of society. 
 

Saint Patrick School will host its annual Christmas Concert on 

Tuesday, December 13th at 7:00 pm. Our School Instrumental 

Band will perform a collection of Christmas Carols on Tuesday, 

December 20th at 7:00 pm. Both concerts will be held in the Fa-

ther Ed Hinds Parish Center. 

Chatham Jaycees 49th Annual Christmas Tree Sale 
 

The Chatham Jaycees are holding their annual Christmas Tree 

Sale at the corner of Main Street and Brooklake Road at the 

Chatham-Madison border. Trees, wreaths and garland are of-

fered 9 am to 8 pm on weekends and 6-9 pm on weekdays. 

Proceeds benefit a variety of civic and charitable organizations 

and provide a major scholarship for a graduating Chatham High 

senior. Past recipients include St. Pat’s pre-school program, the 

Senior  Services Center of the Chathams, Girl Scouts and Boy 

Scouts of America, ECLC School and the Chatham Emergency 

Squad. 

Children’s Live Nativity-Christmas Eve 

Children in Grades K-8 are invited to participate! 
 

A Children's Live Nativity reenactment will be held in the Fr. Ed 
Center at 3:15 pm on Christmas Eve as a prelude to the 4 pm 
mass. Children in grades Kindergarten through Grade 8 are in-
vited to sign-up for parts. All costumes are provided. Adult and 
teen volunteers are needed on Christmas Eve to assist the chil-
dren with costumes and shepherding them to the gym. Volun-
teers are also needed to assist with the rehearsal on Saturday, 
December 17 from 10-11:30 am.  To sign up a child or volunteer: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e4eafac2ea02-stpats2 

Please contact Ginny Salvatore at vsalvatore@st-pats.org or at 

the parish office at 973-635-0625 ext. 27 for more information.  

                     MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
              To the St. Patrick Choir and  
              Members of God Unplugged 

 
My gratitude is beyond words for all you have done and all that 
you are. The investment in the Advent Christmas Concert went 
way, way beyond learning the notes. In addition to your musicali-
ty, your faith and joy shines through with incredible strength. The 
level of beauty and artistry that came through the music was met 
because of all the time and care you spent with the music--at 
rehearsal, and especially on your own.  
 

I enjoy every minute that we spend together making music for the 
sake of the Lord, and for the sake of loving music. Thank you for 
your support of each other, for our parish, and for me. 
 
Some extra thank yous: 

 EVERYONE, for participating in rehearsals and ministering 
at masses every week!! 

 EVERYONE, for setup and pickup every week!! 

 AMANDA DEROSA and TOM SALAKI, for advertising!! 

 STACEY KEENAN, for worship aids!! 

 BARBARA NIXON, for music and folders!! 

 ELIAS SCULTORI, for the beautiful program and posters!! 

 ANDREW DUTKO, for setup every week, and setup/pickup/
equipment manager this weekend! 

 VONNIE GIBBONS, MARIA LOPEZ, and CATHY 
WEISBECKER for the reception!! 

 ANDREW DUTKO, TOM AMES, MARK NIXON, MARIE 
KENNEDY, JULIE MULLER, JOHN BURNS, for concert 
setup on Sunday!! 

 PAULA NOVELLO, for saying "yes" to the party! 

 ANNE BUKATA, for helping even after moving, and for join-
ing us yesterday! 

 ANNA IVASHKO, SHERYL KEANE, MARY MEEKS, DEVIN 
MCGUIRE, for doubling up on so many masses and rehears-
als for the sake of our children's choirs!! 

 COLLEEN RAUCH, JESSIE RINDOS, NORAH BRAGG, 
CRISTINA LOPEZ, ELISE RUGGERIO, CLAIRE             
SOFRONAS, CATHERINE BROUGH, ALEX GREENE, 
DOYLE KEANE, for ringing in the bell choir!! 

 DEB KUZMA, for collection baskets!! 

 MICHAEL BUNERO AND ESTEBAN, for help in the church!! 
 
     Yours in Christ, 
     Maggie Hanson 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e4eafac2ea02-stpats2

