
 

 

 
 
Saturday February 18 
  5:00 pm Deceased members of the Desouza and  

  Estrada Families and Joan & Allen Vohden 

Sunday  February 19 

  7:30 am Shannon Quidore and Pietro Bruttocao  

  9:00 am Karl Buckman and Arlene Doyle 

11:00 am Alfredo Lengua and Anna Gaydos 

  5:00 pm Walter Polestak and Guy Schoenecker 

Monday  February 20 

  8:00 am Anna Avallone and Guillermina Rojas 

Tuesday February 21 

  8:00 am William Stollery and Frank Antalec 

Wednesday  February 22 

  8:00 am Stanley and Marlene Wisneski and Betty Dudley 

Thursday February 23 

  8:00 am Marguerite Ciccolini and Paul J. Burke 

Friday  February 24 

  8:00 am Greg Kuchins and Carmela Cimilluca 

Saturday February 25 

  8:00 am Rita Policastro and Vincent Dooley 

  5:00 pm Al Sorrentino and Robert Chiarello 

Sunday  February 26 

  7:30 am John Taylor Babbitt and Kathy Capuano  

  9:00 am Tony Leonett and Jackie Ford 

11:00 am Maureen Linehan, Marilyn Losacco and  

  Jean Cannon 

  5:00 pm Maria Sacci and Maribel Souther 

Weekly Memorials 
 

The Lamp burning before the Blessed Sacrament the week of 

February 19th is in memory of Fr. Ed Hinds. 

The Candles on the altar the week of February 19th are in 

memory of deceased members of the Sorrentino Family given by 

the family. 

The Altar Flowers the week of February 19th are in memory of 

Eleanor Gilsenan given by Norma and Craig Weinstein. 
 

Hear our Prayers for those who are ill especially Anthony  

LaFerrara,  Neiko Pagaling, Judy Latalladi, Carmela Cecere,   

Marie Conlan, Mike Mulane, Evey Staromano, Tony Cecere, Dea-

con Tony Siino, Charles Spencer, Caroline Palluzzi, Stephen  

Chiarello, Anita Strollo and for all our deceased especially John 

McCabe, father of Liz Bradley. 

 

Monday, February 20 

   Parish Office Closed 

   Rosary Group:  6:30 pm; Church 

   Meditation Group:  7 pm; Church 

Tuesday, February 21 

   Respect Life Ministry:  7:30 pm; North Room 

Thursday, February 23 

   Marian Prayer Group:  10 am; North Room 

   Marian Consecration:  7 pm; South Room 

Friday, February 24 

   Adult Scripture Study:  9 am; South Room 

Saturday, February 25 

   Liturgical Retreat:  8:30 am; Church 

Sunday, February 26 

   Pancake Breakfast:  8 am-11:00 am; Parish Center 

   RCIA:  12:15 pm; South Room 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 19, 2017 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 26, 2017 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:14-15 

The city of Zion laments that God has forsaken it. God replies 

that a mother would not forget her baby. Yet even if she did 

forget, “I will never forget you.” 
 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 4:1-5 

Paul describes himself as a servant of Christ. He explains that 

the opinions of other people are unimportant to him. God is the 

only one worthy to judge us. When God returns, he will praise 

those who deserve it. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 6:24-34 

Jesus warns the people not to waste their time worrying about 
material things. He says that God provides for the birds in the 
sky. “Are you not more important than they?” Jesus asked. We 
should not worry about food and clothes. Instead we should act 
as God wants us to, then he will help provide for us. 

Parish Support-February 12th 
THIS WEEK’S OFFERING………………………………..$17,719 

LAST YEAR’S OFFERING………………………………..$18,535 
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Mass Schedule February 25th & 26th 
     

Fr. Bob  Sunday 11 am, Deacon Joe Homily 

  Sunday 5 pm, Deacon Joe Homily 
       

Fr. Chris Saturday 5 pm, Deacon Joe Homily 

  Sunday 7:30 am, Deacon Mark Homily 

  Sunday 9 am, Deacon Mark Homily 

Reconciliation (Penance) February 25th 

Fr. Chris Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm 

The St. Patrick Parish Office will be 

closed  

Monday, February 20, 2017 
In observance of  President’s Day. 



BAPTISM:  Arrangements should be made one month in advance by calling Deacon Joe Wisneski at 973-635-4976. Parents are 

expected to attend an instructional session with a Baptism Team. Baptisms are celebrated at 12:30 pm Sundays.   

RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  The R.C.I.A. invites non-baptized persons and those baptized into another 

faith to participate in a faith journey in preparation for becoming a Catholic. If you are interested in any aspect of R.C.I.A., please 

email Deb at Dkuzma@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office at ext. 23. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:  Congratulations! In order that we can together plan for your big day, couples should notify the 

Church and begin to prepare at least one year in advance of the date. Please email Fr. Bob at Fr.Bob@st-pats.org or call Fr. Bob at 

the parish office ext. 22. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOME BOUND:  If a family member or someone you know is recuperating from a hospital stay or is 

homebound for any length of time and would like to receive Holy Communion, please let us know. It is a priority for the parish com-

munity to support and be present to those who cannot be with us for the celebration of the Eucharist. If you would like a priest or 

deacon to visit a family member who is hospitalized, contact Peggy at Pgentile@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office ext. 25. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call the parish office at 973-635-0625 to arrange for a priest. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST:  Children preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist begin preparation in first grade. To register, visit our website at  www.st-pats.org or contact Ginny, vsalvatore@st-pats.org. 

 
St. Patrick Church 

 

A Year with Matthew 
 
 

Did you ever wonder how Gospel readings are chosen for a particular Sunday? If you were present for mass last weekend 
you may have heard a variation of the Gospel depending on the mass you attended. Today is the fourth consecutive Sunday that 
Matthew’s Gospel extracts verses from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Prior to these weeks, other than January 15 and January 1 the 
Gospel throughout the year has come from Matthew. In choosing scripture readings for Sundays the church uses a three year cycle 
that consists of Cycle A: Matthew, Cycle B: Mark and Cycle C: Luke. Since this year is Cycle A, most Sunday Gospels come from 
Matthew with exceptions as the church branches off to John’s Gospel on particular Sundays during Lent. As it did last Sunday, some-
times the church provides a long or short version of the Gospel which the presider of the liturgy is free to choose.     

 
Another factor that pertains to the Gospels is the Book of the Gospels that is carried in procession by the deacon or reader. 

The symbols on the book extracted from the Book of Ezekiel often draw attention as each symbol occupies half of the front or back 
cover.  Matthew’s sign is a Winged Man since his Gospel contains the genealogy of Christ; the Winged Man refers to the human an-
cestors of Jesus. Mark’s Gospel is symbolized by a Winged Lion since his Gospel begins with John the Baptist preaching in the wil-
derness; remember Mark does not have an Infancy narrative but begins with the Baptism of Jesus. Luke ’s symbol is an Ox as his 
writings begin with Zechariah offering sacrifice in the temple; whereas John is symbolized by an Eagle in that his gospel soars to 
mystical heights evident through his writings.  

 
Most scholars believe Matthew was written around 80 – 85 A.D. as the evangelist gathered material from Mark’s Gospel 

written around 65 A.D. and other outside sources both oral and written. This includes a saying source called “Q” based on the Ger-
man word “Quelle” which means “source”. Since Matthew’s Gospel was written about 45 years after the death of Jesus, there are 
probabilities that a link existed between the actual gospel writer and the apostle Matthew, the tax collector; but, most scholars do not 
believe the apostle and gospel writer to be the same person. Matthew’s Gospel is unique in its five part structure; it was written to 
guide a community in transition that was molded and shaken by its experience of a shift as a once strongly Jewish-Christian church is 
becoming increasingly non-Jewish. This rendered demands as well as reinterpretation of Jewish-Christian traditions handed down to 
followers of Christ. One striking characteristic of Matthew’s Gospel is its high regard for the Old Testament as there are approximately 
fifteen instances where Matthew interprets an event in the life of Jesus as fulfillment of the Old Testament. A ranking motive for fulfill-
ment quotations is to counteract arguments of the time of unbelievers against Jesus.  

 
Matthew’s Gospel uses parables as a teaching mechanism. Here the evangelist touches base on the reason Jesus speaks 

in parables with an allegorical interpretation of the Parable of the Sower and the Parable of the Weeds. Parables point to the way 
Jesus meets resistance from people who refuse to understand his message. Parables are simple and memorable stories that convey 
approximately one third of Jesus’ teachings throughout the gospels; and, bring to light uncomplicated situations, which render pro-
found and piercing messages. 

 
In today’s liturgy, Matthew’s Gospel continues with the Sermon on the Mount as Jesus renders shocking new standards for 

a way of life that includes love of enemies, and prayer for those who persecute us. These are radical teachings from Jesus that 
shocked those who listened to him; however, they offer a challenge toward non-violent behavior that encourages the world to replace 
hatred with respect. This is needed today as it was in Jesus’ day since it is important for all to strive for peace that leads to newfound 
ways to settle arguments and differences instilled with hatred, revenge, or grudges with virtues of peace, mercy, and love. 

 
         In Christ’s Love, 
         Fr. Bob 



                           Welcome New Parishioners 
 

   A warm St. Patrick welcome to those new to our parish espe-

cially Timothy, Mary Kate and Tess Nolan.  We look forward to 

getting to know you! 

AROUND THE PARISH 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 19, 2017 

              SAINT PATRICK SCHOOL  

Got Palm?  There will be receptacles in the 

Narthex of the Church for any blessed palm that 

you would like to dispose. The receptacles will 

be available beginning February 18 through 

February 26.   

                FAITH FORMATION 
 

Classes resume on March 5 & 6 and March 19 & 20. 
 

This is a good time for students to make-up sessions for the 

times they were absent from class. Parents are to assist their 

children to complete the session in their Finding God textbook. 

To receive credit, students are to take the online review and 

email it to their catechist. The Teaching Schedule and instruc-

tions are posted on the parish website:   www.st-pats.org. At the 

top of the page, point on FAITH FORMATION and click on 

grades K-8. This will bring you to our program’s home page. 

Click on the Parent Resources and then on Make-Up Session. 
 

Students in grade 8 have the teaching schedule with required 

reading and worksheets in their folders. To receive credit, turn in 

the completed worksheets to your catechist. 
 

Children in grade two preparing to receive First Communion this 

spring are encouraged to attend Liturgy of the Word offered at 

the 9 am Mass each Sunday. Parents are welcome to accompa-

ny their children downstairs, especially if it is their child’s first 

time attending. 

Eva’s Village 

Drop off this weekend! 

Those who signed up to make chili last weekend, please bring 

your frozen chili to the priests’ garage this Sunday by 10 am. 

Our volunteers will transport your donations to Paterson. Many 

thanks!! 

               Pancake Breakfast is Back! 
 

All are welcome! Bring the family to the next Pancake Breakfast, 

Sunday, February 26 from 8 am until 11:30 am in the Fr. Ed 

Center.  All you can eat for only $6 per adult, $4 

for children ages 4-12 and free for children age 

3 and under. Maximum cost per family is $30.  

Hosted by the Knights of Columbus. Proceeds 

benefit their local charitable efforts. 

Virtual February Food Drive-There’s still time! 
 

Check out the link on our website, share the link and join the 

effort! Hundreds of items have already been purchased online 

for this drive. They will be shipped directly to 

the Fr. English Center and Our Lady of Victo-

ries. This drive lasts the entire month of Feb-

ruary so there’s still time to help out. 

An Invitation to all Nurses!  Are you a nurse and considering 

volunteering as a Parish Nurse? The time commitment is minimal 

and the benefits are immense. We would love to speak with you 

about our ministry! Please call the Parish Office at  973-635-0625 

ext. 25 or stop by the Fr. Ed Center on February 26 following the 

9 am Mass to speak with one of our nurses.  Although not man-

datory, there is a Faith Community Nurse Training Program be-

ginning Saturday, April 1st at the College of Saint Elizabeth called 

Faith Community Nursing. Open to all licensed RNs, the pro-

gram grants 26 CEUs from the NJ State Nurses Association.  

March 1, 2016 

Mass & Distribution of Ashes 

8:00 am and 7:00 pm  
 

Liturgy of the Word & Distribution of Ashes 

 12 noon and 3:30 pm in the Church 

The Parish Nurses will be available to take blood pressures in 

the Fr. Ed Center following the 9 am mass on February 26.  

Stop by their table and have your blood pressure checked! 

This past week our middle school students traveled to Lincoln 

Center to view a performance of the opera I Puritani. This trip is 

part of a three year program with Lincoln Center Education. Prior 

to the trip, two faculty members attended professional develop-

ment at Lincoln Center, and the students completed a unit of 

study on the opera. This coming week the students will complete 

the unit as part of music class. The appreciation for the experi-

ence and the excitement of attending the ballet or symphony in 

the future was wonderful to see. Thank you to the H.S.A. for 

providing the funding for this valuable enrichment program. 
 

The Class of 2017 have been accepted to many of the top high 

schools in the area: 
 

Seton Hall Prep   Oak Knoll of the Holy Child 

St. Peter’s Prep   Mount Saint Mary Academy 

Xavier High School  Morristown-Beard School 

Villa Walsh Academy  Oratory Prep 

Academy of St. Elizabeth  Delbarton School 
 

Students have received to date over $250,000 in scholarships. 

Congratulations to our students! 
 

We are currently accepting applications for the  2017-18 school 

year. You are invited to our Open House on March 15, 2017. Visit 

our website:  www.st-pats-school.org. 

There will be altar server training for all 

students in grade 4 and above interested in 

becoming an altar server. Training will be 

held on Monday, February 27 at 3:30 pm in 

the church. Training will last about one hour. 



                                                2016 Bishop’s Annual Appeal-Be Rich in Good Works 

If you received a final request from our Bishop asking for your support of the 2016 Bishop ’s Annual Appeal, please re-

spond as your means permit. The Appeal is essential to the work of the Church in reaching out to those in great need 

who come to our Catholic Charities agencies. It also supports seminarian education, inner-city area education and our 

priests’ retirement residence. Every gift is important so whatever you can do is a blessing. Please respond today. For 

your convenience, you can make an online gift at www.2016appeal.org. May God bless you for your support! 

A big thank you to all of the 

volunteers who helped with 

the last visit!! There were 7 

adults and 6 children from 4 

families that were staying at Long Hill Chapel for the week begin-

ning January 29th. Sixteen dedicated volunteers from our church 

donated food, prepared and served dinner, manned shifts and 

stayed overnight with the guests. Thank you for helping these 

families in crisis. Your generosity and kindness helps them tre-

mendously on their road to self-sufficiency! If you would like to get 

involved in the Family Promise Ministry, please contact Debbie 

McDonough at  deborah.mcdonough@ml.com or Tina Mazzola at 

tinamariemaz@gmail.com. 

                       MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

    Group Singing: The Future of Humanity 
 

“When singing a hymn or song together, we become participants 
rather than observers of worship. Singing gives us an opportunity 
to make ourselves really and truly present.” http://www.uua.org/
sites/live-new.uua.org/files/documents/poleyjoyce/music_ministry.pdf  
 

“We all need to know that church is a safe place, and that no one 
has to be a perfect singer, or have the most beautiful voice, to be 
a part of worshipful music. As a well-known quotation reads, ‘The 
woods would be very silent if only those birds sang who sing the 
best.’” http://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/documents/
poleyjoyce/music_ministry.pdf  
 

“However, society has skewed views on the value of singing, 
leaving us with destructive criticism of our own voices. Singing is 
instinctual and necessary to our existence. You do not have to be 
an amazing singer to benefit from the basic biological benefits 
and with practice the benefits increase.” -Katie Kat, Opera Singer 
http://upliftconnect.com/neuroscience-of-singing/  
 

“Tone deafness is very rare. People who think they can’t sing are 
more likely to be unfamiliar with finding and using their singing 
voice.” –Cassandra Sheppard 
 

“The neuroscience of singing shows that when we sing our neu-
rotransmitters connect in new and different ways. It fires up the 
right temporal lobe of our brain, releasing endorphins that make 
us smarter, healthier, happier and more creative. When we sing 
with other people this effect is amplified.” -Imperfect Harmony: 
Finding Happiness Singing with Others, Stacy Horn 
 

“What has not been understood until recently is that singing in 
groups triggers the communal release of serotonin and oxytocin, 
the bonding hormone, and even synchronizes our heart beats.” -
Cassandra Sheppard http://upliftconnect.com/health-benefits-of-music/  
 

“Group singing can produce satisfying and therapeutic sensa-
tions even when the sound produced by the vocal instrument is 
of mediocre quality. Everyone singing in a group is lifted up, no 
matter their singing ability.” -Tania deJong, singer and founder of 
Creativity Australia 

Lent is coming. Perhaps you can immerse yourself more 

fully in the richness of God by involving your family at Mass;  

Families involved in their church feel more of a connection than 

those whose participation is limited to simply attending. Ways to 

become more involved could include: 

 Altar servers-Children can train to be altar servers during 

4th grade. The next training will be Mon., Feb. 27. 

 Hospitality Ministers-adults and children can greet parish-

ioners, hand out worship aids and bulletins, and help with the 

collection on given Sundays. See one of the ushers if inter-

ested. 

 Eucharistic Ministers-adults and confirmed teens can train 

to distribute Holy Communion. Contact Deb if interested. 

 Lectors-If reading out loud is your strength, consider this 

ministry. Contact Deacon Mark if interested. 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word-adults and teens are en-

couraged to assist the children relate to the readings in a 

separate Liturgy of the Word. Contact Ginny if interested. 

 Choir-there are several choirs and opportunities for cantor-

ing-children, teens, and adults-as well as playing handbells 

or other instruments. Contact Maggie Hanson if interested. 

 Social-if you enjoy hospitality, join our Hospitality Committee 

to assist in this welcoming committee. Contact Birgit Mitsch 

at bmitsch@outlook.com if interested. 

 See an usher if you are interested in taking up the gifts dur-

ing Mass. 

For Lent:  A New App to Ignite your Spiritual Growth! 
 

Looking to grow spiritually during Lent? The new Living the Eu-

charist Daily Devotionals App offers an inspiring way to spend 

time in prayer each day with the devotional, From Exodus to 

Easter, My Daily Journey Through Lent. The app includes videos 

such as Learn to Grow Spiritually and Learn Lectio Divina. Down-

load the app and preview the first week of From Exodus to Easter 

for free.  Additional full devotionals are just $4.99. You will discov-

er that using both the daily devotional and Lectio Divina is a sure 

pathway to a more personal and intimate relationship with God. 

Visit www.LivingtheEucharist.org/app to learn more. 

February is American Heart Month.  Heart disease continues 

to be the leading cause of death for both men and women. Have 

a conversation with your healthcare provider about your risk for 

heart disease, which could lead to a heart attack and stroke. You 

are at a higher risk if you have high blood pressure, high choles-

terol, smoke, are overweight, don’t get enough physical activity, 

are diabetic, and if you don’t eat a healthy diet. The good news 

is there is a lot you can do to prevent heart disease! To help 

prevent heart disease, eat healthy foods and maintain a healthy 

weight, increase your activity level through exercise, control cho-

lesterol, quit smoking, manage stress, and if you drink alcohol, 

drink in moderation. Make your health a priority and learn how to 

incorporate some simple lifestyle changes into your own life. For 

more information, please contact the Parish Nurses,               

973-635-0625 ext. 34 or browse these websites:  American 

Heart Association www.heart.org and Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention:  https://www.cdc.gov/heartdisease. 
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