
 

 

 
Saturday December 16 
  5:00 pm Robert Chiarello and Thomas White 

Sunday  December 17 

  7:30 am Gary Genevese and Antionio Ortiz 

  9:00 am Deceased Members of the Leonett Family and  

  Nicolas Marconi 

11:00 am Bruce Scullion, Pam Duddy and  

  William Reynolds 

  5:00 pm Elsie and William Nef and Matthew Linton 
 

Monday  December 18 

  8:00 am Catherine Tighe and Dominic & Lillian Damiano 

Tuesday December 19 

  8:00 am Ronald Hart and Lourdes Rowe 

Wednesday  December 20 

  8:00 am Stephen Munn and Lewis Tucker, Sr. 

Thursday December 21 

  8:00 am Lynn Chalmers and Mary Agnes Demico 

Friday  December 22 

  8:00 am James Avallone and Enda O’Byrne 
 

Saturday December 23 

  8:00 am Helen Daly and Michael Romeo 

  5:00 pm Mary Cangemi and Paul J. Burke 
 

Sunday  December 24 

  7:30 am Deceased Members of the Bradshaw Family 

  And Susan Randolph 

  9:00 am Paul J. Giovinazzo and Mary Gavey 
 

Sunday  December 24-Christmas Eve 
 

  4:00 pm For the People of the Parish-Church 

  4:00 pm For the People of the Parish-Parish Center 

  6:00 pm For the People of the Parish 

11:00 pm For the People of the Parish 
 

Monday  December 25-Christmas Day 

  9:00 am For the People of the Parish 

11:00 am For the People of the Parish 

Weekly Memorials 
 

The Lamp burning before the Blessed Sacrament the week of 

December 17th is in memory of Donna Tracy given by Jeannine 

Sorrentino. 
 

The Candles on the altar the week of December 17th are in 

memory of deceased members of the Cangemi, Lepore, and   

Phelan families. 
 

The Flowers on the altar the week of December 17th are in 

memory of Robert and Thomas Chiarello given by Robin Chiarello. 
 

Hear our Prayers for those who are ill especially Anthony    

LaFerrara, Neiko Pagaling, Judy Latalladi, Carmela Cecere,     

Marie Conlan, Mike Mulane, Evey Staromano, Caroline  Palluzzi, 

Don Tracy, Mary Cecere, Maddie Niebanck, Charlie Spencer,  

Eliot Leibowitz, Eileen Keohane, Laura Flynn, Josh Crucilla, Bob 

Moore, Dennis Kelly, Barbara Perleth and for all our deceased 

especially Donna Tracy. 

Monday, December 18 

   Faith Formation:  3:45 pm; School  

   Children’s Nativity:  4:30 pm; Church   

   Rosary Group:  6:30 pm; Church 

   Meditation Group:  7:00 pm; Church 
 

Wednesday, December 20 

   Parish Nurses Meeting:  7:00 pm; North Room 
 

Thursday, December 21 

   Knights of Columbus Meeting:  8:30 pm; West Room 
 

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2017 

 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

King David plans to build a temple to honor God. But God tells 

Nathan the Prophet that instead he will give David rest from his 

enemies, and ensure that both his house and community will be 

protected forever. 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 16:25-27 

In this letter of Paul to the Romans, he explains that the gospel 

reveals the mystery that had been hidden for many ages. Now it 

has been made known to all, so that they may believe, obey, 

and give glory through Jesus Christ forever. 
 

Gospel: John Luke 1:26-38 

The Virgin Mary is approached by the angel Gabriel, who tells 
her that she has been chosen to bear the son of God. Mary is 
first afraid, yet shows her unquestioning faith when she simply 
says, “Let it be done to me as you say.” 

 

Mass Schedule December 23rd & 24th 
     

Fr. Bob   Sunday 9:00 am  
   

Fr. Dan  Saturday 5:00 am and Sunday 7:30 am  
 

  

           Reconciliation December 23rd 
 

Fr. Dan  Saturday 4-4:30 pm 
 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass Schedule 

Is on the following page 

    The Saint Patrick Parish Office will be closed on  

Monday, December 25 and Tuesday, December 26  

        in celebration of the Nativity of the Lord. 
 

              The office will also be closed on  

                 Monday, January 1, 2018  

               in celebration of the New Year. 



BAPTISM:  Arrangements should be made one month in advance by calling Deacon Joe Wisneski at 973-635-4976. Parents are 

expected to attend an instructional session with a Baptism Team. Baptisms are celebrated at 12:30 pm Sundays.   

RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  The R.C.I.A. invites non-baptized persons and those baptized into another 

faith to participate in a faith journey in preparation for becoming a Catholic. If you are interested in any aspect of R.C.I.A., please 

email Deb at Dkuzma@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office at ext. 23. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:  Congratulations! In order that we can together plan for your big day, couples should notify the 

Church and begin to prepare at least one year in advance of the date. Please email Fr. Bob at Fr.Bob@st-pats.org or call Fr. Bob at 

the parish office ext. 22. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOME BOUND:  If a family member or someone you know is recuperating from a hospital stay or is 

homebound for any length of time and would like to receive Holy Communion, please let us know. It is a priority for the parish com-

munity to support and be present to those who cannot be with us for the celebration of the Eucharist. If you would like a priest or 

deacon to visit a family member who is hospitalized, contact Peggy at Pgentile@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office ext. 25. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call the parish office at 973-635-0625 to arrange for a priest. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST:  Children preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist begin preparation in first grade. To register, visit our website at  www.st-pats.org. 

 
St. Patrick Church 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 
Gaudete Sunday 

 
This weekend marks the third week in Advent, traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, which simply means to rejoice. The 

pink candle on the Advent Wreath is lighted, and the priest and deacon have an option to wear purple or rose vestments. In that the 
4th Week in Advent is limited to 24 hours, Christmas celebrations begin at 4:00 p.m. next Sunday evening which is only eight days 
away. In this stretch of time I imagine there is much to do that pertains to Christmas preparation; the parish even evaluates the week 
to determine a proper time to embellish church environment with seasonal decorations. 

 
Last Wednesday I took time to set up my Christmas tree. This is a bit of fun; decorating a tree slows down the pace of an 

evening and even cultivates a spiritual mood that engenders joy in anticipation of the Christmas Season through eyes of faith. Like 
most people I hold onto an assortment of ornaments that I have accumulated; some homemade, others were gifts, ornaments I pur-
chased in travel, and ornaments from favorite sports teams. Christmas ornaments say much about a person ’s life. I also aim to put 
one new ornament on the tree every year to represent the newness of each Christmas Season. There is a blessing of a Christmas 
tree that is as follows, “God in Heaven, I thank you for your goodness. Bless this tree that I have decorated in honor of your Son’s 
birth among us. Let its lights remind me that Jesus is Lord, and its decorations recall my joy. Grant that I may receive him as my sav-
ior and continue to give you glory by my life. I ask this in the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen.” This prayer provides a splendid way to 
connect a decorated tree with the birth of Christ.   

 
In addition to my Christmas tree, the days leading to Christmas draw attention to values, weaknesses, and close knit relation-

ships in that most people strive to give more of themselves to those at home, school, neighborhoods, and places of employment dur-
ing this time of year. Lovely decorated Christmas trees only light up lives that mirror acts of kindness toward other human beings. 
One path to follow this week is the message from John the Baptist in Sunday’s Gospel (John 1:6-8, 19-28) that dares a believer to be 
different by testifying to the light. As the Baptist ate, dressed and preached so different than most others, his role in the scriptures is 
to convince people that the Messiah is near. We attempt to do likewise in an age that takes us into malls, parties, or communication 
with neighbors, friends, families, and even some strangers. Although the Advent Season is never perfect, the purpose within it is not 
an attempt to reform or change other people, but to mend our own lives in overcoming personal imperfections.  

 
Since the 3rd (pink) Candle on the Advent Wreath thrusts additional light into a world that awaits the Christ-Child, this week 

points to the belief that the joy of the Season is to be experienced in our lives and in others. The days prior to Christmas invites 
Christians to an accurate, introspective glance of life through an honest evaluation so that the remainder of the Season skirts over 
the rough waves that tend to smother us during this month. It is common for good-hearted people to falsely envision themselves, not 
Jesus, as the “newborn Messiah” in that many attempt to please everybody at this time of year rather than trust that God is in charge 
of every life.  Lessons from past Advents send notice to me that if good things are anticipated then good things will come; and if a 
sign of God’s presence is anticipated it will be discovered and carried into the Christmas journey. This is the best present given to 
God as it makes the world a better place.  

 
Use these remaining days of Advent to encounter the discovery of God in unexpected ways. Welcome the opportunity to hold 

open a door for a stranger while entering a store, provide courtesy with an affirming comment at a checkout register, and show pa-
tience on a congested road or in a crowded parking lot. These are the “mangers” of today that render much joy through routines of 
everyday life, which broadcasts issues of justice, care, kindness, and love. As John the Baptist sent out his Advent message in ways 
understood by his generation, may you do likewise throughout these final eight days till Christmas.  
  
         In Christ’s love, 
          

         Fr. Bob 
 
 



                 Baptisms 
               

        Elle Elizabeth Sullivan 

  Daughter of Andrew and Sarah 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

Children’s Live Nativity 
 
Join us for a Living Children’s Na-
tivity starring our Morning Song 
Choir on Monday, December 18 at 
4:30 pm in the Church.  For more 
information or to join our Morning 
Song Choir or any of our choirs, 
please contact Maggie at         

maggiehansonmusic@gmail.com or at the parish office at 973-
635-0625 ext. 31. 

 

 

 

Some Tips for Coping with Grief at the Holidays continued 
 

Christmas draws closer. If you need assistance, it is never too 

late to ask for it. There is no time limit on grief. 
 

1. Draw comfort from doing for others. Consider giving a 

donation or gift in memory of your loved one. Invite a guest 

who might otherwise be alone for the holidays. Adopt a 

needy family during the holiday season. 

2. Take care of yourself. Avoid using alcohol to self-

medicate your mood. Try to avoid the hustle and bustle of 

the holiday season. Physical exercise is often an antidote 

for depression. Writing in a journal can be a good outlet for 

your grief. Buy yourself something frivolous that you always 

wanted but never allowed yourself to indulge in. 

 

Flu Prevention Tips for our Parish Nurses: 
 

1. Get the flu Vaccine. 

2. Avoid close contact with people who are sick-When you 

are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them 

from getting sick, too. 

3. Stay home when you are sick-If possible, stay home from 

work, school, and errands when you are sick to help pre-

vent spreading your illness to others. 

4. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when cough-

ing or sneezing-It may prevent those around you from get-

ting sick. 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth-Germs are 

often spread when a person touches something that is con-

taminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, 

nose, or mouth. 

6. Practice other good health habits-Clean and disinfect 

frequently touched surfaces at home, work, or school, espe-

cially when someone is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically 

active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat 

nutritious food. 

Christmas Liturgies 

Thank you to the many generous parishioners and school fam-
ilies who shopped, wrapped, and packaged their Christmas in 
a Box donations for those in need.  Thanks to your generosity, over 
600 individuals have been touched (locally and in Paterson, NJ) 
through the Christmas in a Box Ministry.  A very special thank you 
to the Christmas in a Box Committee who coordinated the entire 
effort. 

Please note that on Sunday, December 24, 2017, there will be no 

11:00 am mass in the church for the fourth Sunday in Advent to 

allow for the preparation of Christmas Eve masses. 

All are invited to our Children’s Christmas Liturgy on Sunday 

afternoon, December 24 at 4:00 pm in the Fr. Ed Center. This 

Christmas liturgy is geared to the youth of the parish knowing 

that it is our children who add a richness to life throughout the 

Christmas Season. Although the liturgy directs itself into the 

mindset of an elementary school student, all parents, grandpar-

ents and those young in spirit will find this an engaging way to 

usher in the Season of Christmas. 



 

Parish Support-December 10, 2017 
 

THIS WEEK’S OFFERING…………………………...….$18,055 

LAST YEAR’S OFFERING………………………...…….$18,704 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

This Week in Youth Ministry 
 

Spring Action Team Meeting:  Mon., Dec. 18; 7-9:30 pm, YMC 

Winter Antioch Team Meeting: Tues., Dec. 19; 7-9:30 pm, YMC 

Spring Antioch Team Meeting:  Wed., Dec. 20; 7-9:30 pm, 

 At St. Vincent Martyr  
 

Service Opportunities: 
Sign up by emailing Maggie at mgrady@st-pats.org 

 

Baking Muffins for Eva’s Village:   Sat., Dec. 13, 9:00 am-12pm;  
 Parish Center Kitchen 

FAITH FORMATION 

December Faith Formation Classes 

Grades K-6:  December 17 & 18 

Grade 8:  December 17 
 

January Faith Formation Classes 

Grades K-6:  January 7 & 8 and 21 & 22 

Grade 7:  January 7 

Grade 8:  January 21 
 

Grade 7 families:  Save the Date:  February 4, 2018 

7th Grade Retreat  ~ Details to follow 
 

Thank you to the many Faith Formation families that donated 

toys to children and families in need. They will be distributed 

to both local families and those in the Paterson Diocese, in-

cluding our sister parish, Our Lady of Victories. These pre-

sents are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your generosity!  

Simbang Gabi sa Corpus Christi  
(Advent Novena Masses) 

 

Corpus Christi Parish in Chatham Township, NJ will be hosting 

the Filipino tradition of nine-novena Masses from December 15-

23, 2017 at 7 pm. Everyone is invited to the Eucharistic celebra-

tion which will be in English. Please come and invite your friends 

and family to join a spiritual offering in preparation for celebrating 

the birth of our Lord Jesus! 
 

For any questions, please contact: 

 Fr. Lem Camacho at (973) 635-0070 ext. 6 or  

  lcamacho@corpuschristi.org 

 Ms. Jennie Braza at jennie.braza@gmail.com 

SAINT PATRICK SCHOOL 
 

 

St. Patrick School Advent Kindness Coins 
 

We are so excited to announce our new kindness campaign for 
the Advent season. Have you received a St. Patrick School 
Kindness Coin?  The goal is for each student to hand out one 
coin per week for the four weeks of Advent and into Christmas 
week to someone they witness being kind outside of the SPS 
community. Our goal is to spread smiles and kindness in our 
community. It gives our students an opportunity to make their 
mark within our community with showing their positive spirit 
and kindness that are part of our school each day. Check out 
our Facebook page with the hashtag #SPSKindnessCoins to 
see how our students have spread kindness this Advent sea-
son! 
 
 

Annual Fund 
 

As we continue to “build our future”, St. Patrick School asks for 
your help in supporting the 2017-18 Annual Appeal.  Your con-
tribution will add to the fiscal strength of our school and assist 
with funding program expenses that current tuition revenue 
alone does not cover. Specifically, the 2017-18 Annual Appeal 
will be used to support the following: 

 New advancements to our STEM/Technology Initiative of 
a Makerspace  

 STEM and Teaching Resources 

 Retention and professional development of faculty to con-
tinue STEM program initiatives 

 

 
The creation of new Makerspace in our existing library would 
be a place where students can tinker, build, and create prod-
ucts with various materials, resources, and tools.  Furthermore, 
we wish to honor this new space by paying tribute to our 
“Distinguished Faculty” who have given over 35 years of ser-
vice to St. Patrick School: Catherine Auriemma, Mary Jo 

Dagastino, and Judy Rosa. 
 

In building on our strong foundation of 1872, we ask you to 
prayerfully consider a gift. The St. Patrick School mission 
states “we seek to build the future by encouraging every stu-
dent to reach their academic potential and be an example of 
our Catholic identity, living the Gospel message in service to 
others.”  With your help, we can continue to build future gener-
ations to come by continuing to provide a strong faith filled 
academic foundation by keeping up with the pace of technolo-
gy and showing support for our faculty in a safe environment. 

May God bless you and your family as we prepare for the 
Christmas season. 

Congratulations to Glenn Natale who officially became a can-

didate for full Communion with the Catholic Church. He is shown 

here with his sponsor, Len Mrozak. Glenn will be received at the 

Easter  Vigil on March 31, 2018. 

Do twice the good with your donation! 
 

Many companies offer matching gift programs to encourage em-

ployees to contribute to charitable organizations. If your company 

offers a matching gift program, please consider St. Patrick Church 

for your matching gift. Fill out the form from your human resources 

area; if you need help, tax identification information or our 501c3 

forms, please contact Colleen Sofronas, 973-635-0625 ext. 29 or 

csofronas@st-pats.org. Thank you for helping St. Patrick Church 

to fulfill our mission to serve. 


