
 

 

  
 
Saturday March 10 
  5:00 pm Lynnia Fiorelli and Donna Tracy 
 

Sunday  March 11 

  7:30 am Connie Pfuelb and Mary Aielli 

  9:00 am Phillip & Nicolina Errico and Thomas Watorski 

11:00 am For the Protection of Babies in the Womb and 

  Their Families and John Farina 

  5:00 pm Robert Abrams and Tricia Mahoney 
 

Monday  March 12 

  8:00 am Nick Marconi and Steven Johe 
 

Tuesday March 13 

  8:00 am Anna Spadaro and Adam Vazir 
 

Wednesday  March 14 

  8:00 am Mari Jo Dagostino and Dorothy Berdel 
 

Thursday March 15 

  8:00 am Carmine Errico and Anthony Vitale 
 

Friday  March 16 

  8:00 am John Shannon and Sam Failla 

  9:00 am Mari Jo Dagostino  
 

Saturday March 17 

  8:00 am Gregory Fitzparick and Janet Cowgill 

  5:00 pm Charles Schedlbaur and John Sgroi 
 

Sunday  March 18 

  7:30 am Mona Jenkins and Judy Sullivan 

  9:00 am Lynnia Fiorelli and Marie Ryan 

11:00 am Pasquale Raviele and Dolores Vitone 

  5:00 pm Enrique Quimbao and Patrick Aielli 
 

Weekly Memorials 
 

The Lamp burning before the Blessed Sacrament the week of 

March 11th is in memory of Fr. Ed Hinds. 
 

The Candles on the altar the week of March 11th are in 

memory of deceased members of the Matter family given by Mr. 

and Mrs. Brett Matter. 

 

 

Hear our Prayers for those who are ill especially Anthony    

LaFerrara, Neiko Pagaling, Judy Latalladi, Carmela Cecere,     

Marie Conlan, Mike Mulane, Evey Staromano, Caroline  Palluzzi, 

Don Tracy, Mary Cecere, Eileen Keohane, Laura Flynn, Josh Cru-

cilla, Bob Moore, Dennis Kelly, Barbara Perleth, Bill Waller, Pat-

rick Duffy, Connie  Fronzoni, Jeanette  Piontek, Morgan Plisky 

Mark Sweeney, Frank Scherer, Tom Lanagan, Greer Henry and 

for all our deceased especially Catherine Finnegan, mother of 

John Finnegan. 

 

Monday, March 12 

   Faith Formation:  3:45 pm; School    

   Reconciliation:  7-8:30 pm; Church 

   Meditation:  7 pm; Children’s Room 
    

Wednesday, March 14 

   Shawl Ministry Meeting:  1 pm, South Room 

   Food Pantry Meeting:  7 pm; North Room 
 

Thursday, March 15 

   Walking with Purpose:  9:30 am; Parish Center 

   Marian Prayer Group:  10:00 am; North Room 

   School Stations of the Cross:  2 pm; Church 

   Rosary:  6:30 pm; North Room 

   Living in the Father’s Love:  7:00 pm; South Room 

   Knights of Columbus:  8:30 pm; West Room 
    

Saturday, March 17 

   St. Patrick’s Day Party:  7 pm; Gym  
 

Sunday, March 18    

   Faith Formation:  8:30 am and 10:15 am; School 

   RCIA:  12:15 pm; South Room 

   Lenten Retreat:   3:00 pm; Gym 

   8th Grade Faith Formation:  5 pm Mass; Church 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 11, 2018 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 18, 2018 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The Lord comforted his people, who were exiled to Babylon, by 

telling them of the new covenant he planned to make with them. 

The Lord declared he would write his law upon their hearts, and 

that he would forgive their evil and forget the sins they had com-

mitted in the past. 
 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 5:7-9 

Though God could have heeded his Son’s prayers and spared 

him suffering, Jesus accepted his Fathers will. Through his suf-

fering, he learned obedience and became the source of eternal 

salvation for all people. 
 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 

Jesus was afraid of the suffering he knew he must face. Yet he 

explained just as a grain of wheat must die to be harvested, he 

had to face his hour of suffering to glorify his Father’s name. 

Jesus explained that once he was lifted from earth, he could 

draw all people to himself, lifting them to eternal life. 
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Mass Schedule March 17th & 18th 
     

Fr. Bob   Sunday 9 am, Deacon Joe Homily 

  Sunday 11 am, Deacon Mark Homily 
   

Fr. Dan  Saturday 5 pm, Deacon Mark Homily 

  Sunday 7:30 am, Deacon Joe Homily 
     

Fr. Matt Kranc Sunday 5 pm 
 

 

           Reconciliation March 18th 
 

Fr. Dan  Saturday 4-4:30 pm 

Parish Support-March 4, 2018 
 

THIS WEEK’S OFFERING……… ……...…………...….$20,045 

LAST YEAR’S OFFERING.…………………...…...…….$17,048 
 

 

 



BAPTISM:  Arrangements should be made one month in advance by calling Deacon Joe Wisneski at 973-635-4976. Parents are 

expected to attend an instructional session with a Baptism Team. Baptisms are celebrated at 12:30 pm Sundays.   

RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  The R.C.I.A. invites non-baptized persons and those baptized into another 

faith to participate in a faith journey in preparation for becoming a Catholic. If you are interested in any aspect of R.C.I.A., please 

email Deb at Dkuzma@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office at ext. 23. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:  Congratulations! In order that we can together plan for your big day, couples should notify the 

Church and begin to prepare at least one year in advance of the date. Please email Fr. Bob at Fr.Bob@st-pats.org or call Fr. Bob at 

the parish office ext. 22. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOME BOUND:  If a family member or someone you know is recuperating from a hospital stay or is 

homebound for any length of time and would like to receive Holy Communion, please let us know. It is a priority for the parish com-

munity to support and be present to those who cannot be with us for the celebration of the Eucharist. If you would like a priest or 

deacon to visit a family member who is hospitalized, contact Peggy at Pgentile@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office ext. 25. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call the parish office at 973-635-0625 to arrange for a priest. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST:  Children preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist begin preparation in first grade. To register, visit our website at  www.st-pats.org. 

 
St. Patrick Church 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

 

 

 

 

God’s Love for Creation:  The Saints 
 

 Paddy was driving his trailer truck when he saw a bridge with a sign saying, “10 foot max headroom.” He slowed down won-
dering if he could drive under it or not. I’ll give it a go he thought only to find that his truck got stuck underneath the bridge.  Paddy sat 
back in his seat, poured out a cup of tea and lit a cigarette. A policeman arrived a short time later and knocked on the cab door of the 
truck which Paddy then opened. “What do you think you’re doing?” asked the policeman in a sharp tone, “I’m having a tea break “ 
replied Paddy, “And what is your line of work” asked the policeman. “I deliver bridges?” smiled Paddy. 
 

This Saturday the church celebrates the patron of our parish, St. Patrick, which provides opportunities to give honor to our 
patron saint. Although the life of St. Patrick contains a bit of myth and legend, the important factor is that St. Patrick brought Christ to 
the people of Ireland and raised their standard of life through higher levels of education and a connection to Western Europe. St. 
Patrick was a person of action as well as a humble and courageous individual. Perhaps no other person in the history of Ireland 
planted as many seeds to its future as St. Patrick did through his labors and mission work; yet, he suffered much opposition. Alt-
hough most believe that St. Patrick was a Briton, he developed tremendous love for the people of Ireland which most believe initiated 
at age 16 when he was captured by raiders and brought to that country as a slave. Through this captivity, Patrick developed a rela-
tionship with God that led to a spiritual conversion, which enhanced his desire to return to Ireland as a priest. It took Patrick much 
time to be accepted by the Irish people as he was seen as a foreigner who did not conform to certain standards of those in high sta-
tus.  
 
 St. Patrick is recognized as a Catholic saint; however the Feast of St. Patrick is not only a day celebrated by Roman Catho-
lics but also by the Church of England, the Episcopal Church in America and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. St Patrick 
is also given attention on the calendar of the Russian Orthodox Church. In Ireland St. Patrick Day is experienced in a much different 
fashion than in the United States as it is seen as a religious holiday and Holy Day of Obligation.  
 
 As St. Patrick Day is a saint to the Irish, on Monday, March 19 the church celebrates the Feast of St. Joseph, husband of 
Mary. Although the Bible does not provide detailed information on the life of St. Joseph, it is evident of his love for Jesus and Mary. I 
believe like St. Patrick, St. Joseph would make the top ten list of favorite saints among most Catholic people. St. Joseph was de-
clared the patron and protector of the Catholic Church in 1870 by Pope Pius IX, he is also the patron of carpenters, workers, and 
fathers. One word that frequently is used to define St. Joseph is “righteous” which comes from Matthew’s Gospel. St. Joseph lived 
with great humility and integrity. Although he is labeled the foster father of Jesus, I would imagine that many of Joseph’s fine qualities 
were absorbed by Jesus and communicated through his parables and teachings. Joseph was also highly compassionate as he took 
Mary to be his wife under difficult circumstances, which demonstrates his love for her, and the desire to care for her.   
 
 Like St. Patrick, St. Joseph is also venerated by other traditions in addition to Catholicism which include the Orthodox 
Church, Anglican Communion, Lutheran, and some Methodist traditions. In the scriptures St. Joseph is only present in Luke and 
Mathew’s Gospels as the last appearance of Joseph in the Gospels comes in the finding of Jesus in the temple. Joseph is not pre-
sent at the Wedding in Cana in John’s Gospel nor at the crucifixion in any Gospel. As the church honors these two “giant” saints only 
two days apart, each one of them gives us inspiration throughout Lent to foster our commitment to the season. May we embrace the 
“righteous” character of Joseph in our homes, schools, neighborhoods and social activities especially during times when we have the 
choice of being “right” or compassionate; as well as the missionary work exhibited by St. Patrick.      
. 
          In Christ’s love, 
          

         Fr. Bob 
 
 



Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 11, 2018 

Shawl Ministry 
 

Our Shawl Ministry grew out of our Health Ministries, through the 

energy and imagination of our Parish Nurses. We meet monthly 

on the second Wednesday of the month. Our next gathering will 

be this Wednesday, March 14 in the South Room from 1:00-2:30 

pm. The shawls that the group produces are shared with the ill or 

homebound of the parish. Join us, bring a friend! 

         Eva’s Village-Chili Drop Off this Weekend 

Those who signed up to make chili-please bring your 

frozen chili to the priests ’ garage this Sunday. Our 

volunteers will transport your donations to Paterson.  Please re-

member to mark the foil/aluminum with the drop off date before 

freezing the chili. Thank you for remembering those in need! 

Lent 2018 
 

Monday, March 12 
8 am Mass in the Church 

7:00 pm-8:30 pm Reconciliation  in the Church 
With Fr. Firmino 

7:00 pm Meditation in the Church-Children’s Room 
 

Tuesday, March 13 
8 am Mass in the Church 

Wednesday, March 14 
8 am Mass in the Church 

 

Thursday, March 15 
8 am Mass in the Church 

2:00 pm Stations of the Cross  with the School 
6:30 pm  Rosary in the North Room 

7 pm Living in the Father’s Love  in the South Room 
 

Friday, March 16 
8 am Mass in the Church 

7 pm Stations of the Cross with Andrew Dutko 
 

Saturday, March 17 
8 am Mass in the Church 

4:00 pm-4:30 pm Reconciliation in the Church with Fr. Dan 
5:00 pm Mass in the Church 

Welcome Home to Healing 
Confession During Lent 

Monday, March 12 from 7-8:30 pm         Fr. Firmino 

Monday, March 19 from 7-8:30 pm         Fr. Bob, Fr. Firmino, 

            Fr. Caputo 

And every Saturday from 4-4:30 pm 
 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday, March 16 at 7 pm          Andrew Dutko 

Friday, March 23 at 7 pm          Deacon Joe 

Friday, March 30 at 7 pm          St. Pats Youth Ministry 

And every Thursday at 2 pm with the School 

This month we see dreams and hard 
work come to fruition as several families 
graduate from the Family Promise pro-
gram to independence as they move 

into their own apartments! We at St Patrick have walked with 
these families and we celebrate their success. Please continue 
to pray for each of these families and those who share their 
dream and join the Family Promise family. 

We will be hosting these guests for one week in the Fr. Ed Cen-
ter beginning Easter Sunday. Thank you for your support! 

Sunday, March 18   3:00-4:30 pm in the Gym 
 

Lenten Retreat with Potter Ray Boswell 
Through storytelling, the creation of pottery, and music, Ray will 

invite us to pray and reflect upon the meaning of the Lenten 

season. This multimedia presentation will engage our senses, 

inspire us, and call us to listen for God’s gentle voice as He 

shapes and molds us in love.  
 

Ray has been facilitating retreats using his potter’s wheel, clay, 

and multi-media presentation for 30 years. For the past 9 years, 

he has led our very popular Sacramental 

Journey Retreat for second grade students 

preparing to receive the sacraments and 

their families.  All ages welcome. Check our 

website for updates and details. 

                        Outdoor Christmas Display 
 

After 25 years of usage it was noticed that 
the outdoor Christmas display on the corner 
of Washington Avenue and Chatham Street 
needed a facelift as many of the figurines 
were damaged or broken due to extended 
wear and tear. In an after Christmas sale, the parish purchased 
a new outdoor set of figurines for Christmas 2018 and welcomes 
people to donate one or more of the figurines which may be 
memorialized. The price of donating a figurine is as follows:  
 

Jesus and Crib (two pieces) $1,000 
The Blessed Mother       800 (sold) 
St. Joseph        750 
The Angel        500 
Magi (3)             450 each  
The Shepherd        450 
The Cow        400 
The Donkey        350 
The Lamb                     300 
 

Anyone wish to donate one of the figurines may call Vonnie  
Gibbons, Parish Administrator, at 973-635-0625 ext. 154.  

Partners in Faith Update 

Thank you to all who have fulfilled or continue to fulfill their 

pledge to the Partners in Faith Campaign!  Due to your generos-

ity, St. Patrick Parish received a rebate check for $25,353.77 for 

2017! To date, our parish has received $212,284.94 in rebates 

from the campaign.  We have already used some of these funds 

over the past 4 years to update the science lab, electrical sys-

tem and add air-conditioning in the school and paint and carpet 

the parish offices, church, and school.  We will be holding the 

funds from this rebate to make repairs in the future to the heat-

ing system in the church, middle school and priests’ residence 

and for roof repairs in the office building. 



YOUTH MINISTRY 

This Week in Youth Ministry 

Spring Action Team Meeting:  Mon., March 12; 7-9:30 pm, YMC 

Living Stations of the Cross:  Tues., March 13; 7:30-9 pm, Church 

Sophomore Gathering:  Weds., March 14; 7:15-8:45 pm, SVM 

Mystagogia Team Meeting:  Thurs., March 15; 7-9 pm; SVM 

Spring Action Team Day:  Sun., March 18; begins with 9 am Mass 

8th Grade Retreat Meeting:  Sun., March 18; 7-9 pm, YMC 

Spring Action Retreat:  Sat., March 24-Sun., March 25 
  

Service Opportunities: 
Sign up by emailing Maggie at mgrady@st-pats.org 

 

Food Pantry Restock:  Sat., March 17; 8:30 am 
   

Mandatory Sophomore Rite of Covenant 
The Rite of Covenant for all sophomores and at least 1 parent is 
scheduled for Sunday, March 11. It begins at 3:15 pm with a reflec-
tion in the parish center and concludes with the Rite taking place at 
the 5 pm Mass. At this reflection you will be given pertinent infor-
mation regarding the Confirmation celebration as well as a chance 
to choose the date you wish to celebrate (Confirmation dates this 
year are Wed., May 9 and Fri., May 11). You will also be given 
Sponsor worksheets at which time I will explain what is required of 
a Sponsor and you will be signing up for your final Confirmation 
Interview.  

 “Christ be within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ 
beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ inquired, Christ in 
danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of 
friend and stranger.” – Prayer of St. Patrick 
 
 

During this month of March, we celebrate our patron, St. Patrick, 
whose famous use of the shamrock as a simple teaching tool to 
convey the idea of the Holy Trinity, converted thousands to Christi-
anity. 
 
 

How blessed we are at St. Patrick School to have the freedom and 
the privilege to teach our children about God’s great mysteries and 
gifts every day.  This is the Catholic school difference.  We pray.  
We talk about Jesus and how to treat each other according to his 
ways.  We use Gospel values as our foundation.  
 

Curious?  Learn more on Walk in Wednesdays – stop by the 
school on any Wednesday between 9:00 – 11:00 AM for a guided 
tour! Can’t make Wednesday?  Call 973-635-2311 to schedule a 
time that works for you and your family! 

                       SAINT PATRICK SCHOOL  

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent Reflection 
 

“One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.”  
     John 9:15 
 

Jesus shows us that life is love: a reciprocal relationship of 
goodness. We are given two great commandments: to love God 
with all our heart, and to love each other as God loves us. When 
we are blind, we can not have the reciprocal relationship of see-
ing and giving/obtaining the positive benefits of see-
ing. Blindness here is metaphorical. Literal blindness doesn't 
prevent us from "seeing" in all the other ways we can relate with 
the world.  
 

I believe the story of the blind man is a reminder to be in rela-
tionship with God and with others. Our love for God fills us with 
the ability to "see" God all around us. When we see Christ in our 
neighbors, we are energized by God's love to be in positive rela-
tionship with them. We share our abundant gifts with each other, 
bringing God's light into our lives. 
 

The gift of music as a vehicle for God's word is an act of love. 
We sing of God so that others might know God too. The lan-
guage of music, along with the effort and beauty involved, raise 
God's word to more full and energized communication to our 
hearts, which is why the Catholic Church prioritizes music for 
the most solemn parts of the mass. 
 
   Reflection by Maggie Hanson 

During this period that we are abstaining from 
the cup due to the wide outbreak of the flu, it is 
an excellent time for us to reflect on how we are receiving 
the presence of Jesus, Himself into our bodies.  Bishop has 
suggested that receiving the Eucharist in the hand is the 
most sanitary way to accept God in the Eucharist.  To re-
ceive in the hand, hold your hands out flat, one above the 
other, with palms facing up, then take one step to the side 
and consume the host while standing still, not walking 
away. It is not appropriate to take the Host with your mouth 
directly from your open palm. 
 

When receiving, do not try to take it. Be still and passively re-
ceive the host.  After the minister says “the Body of Christ” 
reply “Amen” which means “I believe.”  After receiving, direct 
your attention to Jesus within you, rather than His presence in 
the distant tabernacle, or the empty altar. 

corner 

liturgy 

St. Patrick’s Day Party! 
Celebrate our patron saint’s feast day on  

St. Patrick’s Day! 

Saturday, March 17  

7:00-11:00 pm in the gym 

Traditional Irish food, drink and live enter-

tainment. Only $40 per person; $35 per senior. Raffle to win 

lodging in Ireland for a week! Call Brian McAuliffe at 973-634-

7384 for more information or to purchase tickets. Hosted by the 

Knights of Columbus. 

Summer Camp Fun at St. Patrick's! 
 

Come join us for up to five weeks of summer camp 

fun for students entering Pre-K through Grade 3! 

The St. Patrick School Camp features a weekly 

theme and daily activities that blend play-based 

learning with a focus on art and STEM activities in 

our indoor and outdoor play areas. Staffed by our dedicated St. 

Patrick School faculty members, our camp provides campers with 

an exciting summer adventure!! Open to any child entering Pre-K4 

to Grade 3 - All are welcome! Children do not have to be regis-

tered students at St. Patrick School, but must be fully toilet trained. 

Camp is from July 2nd-August 3rd and 9 am-1 pm daily. Flexible 

scheduling:  Campers may attend 1 week or can sign up for all 5 

weeks!!  For more information about the camps or to register, visit 

our website, www.st-pats.org/st-patrick-school-news and click on 

the registration link or call the school at 973-635-4623. 

Join Our Food Pantry Committee! 

We’re looking for energy and ideas! If you’ve thought about 
getting involved or getting more involved, NOW is the time. You 
can be a part of coordinating the collection and distribution of 
food to those in need within our community and beyond. We’re 
looking for people to help us explore new ways to do this and 
new areas of involvement for the committee and our parish…
Be The Change!   
Contact Holly Gilligan: hollygilligan@verizon.net          

mailto:hollygilligan@verizon.net

