
 

 

 

 Saturday December 22 
  5:00 pm Peter Coviello, Mary Cangemi and Paul J. Burke 
 

Sunday  December 23   

  7:30 am Elizabeth Cataldo and Joseph Lucas 

  9:00 am Nick Marconi  

11:00 am Bruce Scullion, Pam Duddy and Jane Flynn 

  5:00 pm Thomas DeQuinzio 
 

Monday  December 24 

  8:00 am For the People of the Parish 

  4:00 pm For the People of the Parish-Church 

  4:00 pm For the People of the Parish-Fr. Ed Center 

  6:00 pm For the People of the Parish 

11:00 pm For the People of the Parish 
 

Tuesday December 25 

  9:00 am For the People of the Parish 

11:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 

Wednesday  December 26 

  8:00 am Most Reverend Frank J. Rodimer 
 

Thursday December 27 

  8:00 am Ted Eldracher and Grace Vavra 
     

Friday  December 28 

  8:00 am Philip Reilly and Michael Dillon 
 

Saturday December 29 

  8:00 am William O’Dowd 

  5:00 pm Ed Koziol and deceased members of the  

  DeSouza and Estrada families 

Sunday  December 30 

  7:30 am Michael Wisneski 

  9:00 am Raymond McGuirk and Ralph Corasaniti  

11:00 am Christopher Barrett and James J. Tunny 

  5:00 pm Eleanor Gilsenan 

 

Weekly Memorials 
 

The Lamp burning before the Blessed Sacrament the week 

of December 23rd is for the intention of all parishioners. 
 

The Candles on the altar the week of December 23rd are for 

the intention of all parishioners. 
 

The Flowers on the altar the week of December 23rd are for 

the intention of all parishioners. 
 

Hear our Prayers for those who are ill especially Anthony    

LaFerrara, Neiko Pagaling, Carmela Cecere, Mike Mulane, Evey 

Staromano, Caroline  Palluzzi, Mary Cecere,  Josh  Crucilla, Bob 

Moore, Patrick Duffy, Jeanette  Piontek, Morgan Plisky, Jane 

Cunningham, Erlinda Ruzol, Jack Meeks, Michael Hare, Robert 

Murphy, Dinah Villanueva, Theresa Padula, Anna Burns, Joseph 

Crucilla, Roe Pucci and for all our deceased especially Steven 

Giesler and Frank Scherer. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 23, 2018 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
December 30, 2018 

First Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

Sirach emphasizes the importance of honoring one’s parents. 

He explains that spiritual riches will come to those who are kind 

to their mother and father. 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:12-21 

Paul advises us to treat each other with kindness and mercy 

and to forgive as God forgives us. His words remind families to 

always love and respect one another and let Christ’s peace 

reign in their hearts and in their homes. 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 

When Jesus was twelve years old, the Holy Family traveled to 

Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. Jesus did not return with the 

company. Instead, he stayed in Jerusalem, sitting among the 

teachers while amazing them with his understanding and ques-

tions. When found by his concerned parents, Jesus reminded 

them that he must be in the house of his Father. Returning to-

gether, Mary kept these things in her heart. 

Mass Schedule December 29th and 30th 
 

Fr. Kamil Saturday 5 pm and Sunday 7:30 am & 5 pm 
 

Fr. Dan  Sunday 9 am & 11 am 
 

             Reconciliation December 29th 
Fr. Kamil Saturday 4:00 - 4:30 pm  

Parish Support-December 16, 2018  
 

THIS WEEK’S OFFERING ………..……...…………$20,867 

LAST YEAR’S OFFERING………………...…...…....$24,070 

The Saint Patrick Parish Office will be closed on  
 

         Monday, December 24, 2018 

        Tuesday, December 25, 2018 

         Monday, December 31, 2018 

            Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
 

The St. Patrick Parish Staff wish you and your family a very 

blessed Christmas. 



BAPTISM:  Arrangements should be made one month in advance by calling Deacon Joe Wisneski at 973-635-4976. Parents are 

expected to attend an instructional session with a Baptism Team. Baptisms are celebrated at 12:30 pm Sundays.   

RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  The R.C.I.A. invites non-baptized persons and those baptized into another 

faith to participate in a faith journey in preparation for becoming a Catholic. If you are interested in any aspect of R.C.I.A., please 

email Deb at Dkuzma@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office at ext. 153. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:  Congratulations! In order that we can together plan for your big day, couples should notify the 

Church and begin to prepare at least one year in advance of the date. Please email Fr. Bob at Fr.Bob@st-pats.org or call Fr. Bob at 

the parish office ext. 152. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOME BOUND:  If a family member or someone you know is recuperating from a hospital stay or is 

homebound for any length of time and would like to receive Holy Communion, please let us know. It is a priority for the parish com-

munity to support and be present to those who cannot be with us for the celebration of the Eucharist. If you would like a priest or 

deacon to visit a family member who is hospitalized, contact Peggy at Pgentile@st-pats.org or call her at the parish office ext. 155. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call the parish office at 973-635-0625 to arrange for a priest. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST:  Children preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist begin preparation in first grade. To register, visit our website at  www.st-pats.org. 

 
St. Patrick Church 

 

The Christmas Tree 
 

 This week the church brings forth the celebration of Christmas, which offers an assortment of opportunities to speak God ’s 
message of love to all who enter our lives throughout the Season. Most people have already taken time to set up a Christmas tree 
and crèche in their homes. In each parish I have served there were an assortment of ways a Christmas tree was decorated in the 
priests’ residence. There is something magical about a Christmas tree that adds warmth and peace to the home during this holy sea-
son. I take much pride in the way a Christmas tree is decorated, and enjoy finding a quiet evening in December to place ornaments 
on the tree while I listen to music and sip a glass of wine. One evening about fifteen years ago at a staff Christmas gathering with an 
undecorated tree a newly ordained priest from Italy who was living with me took the lead to put on lights and gather those in attend-
ance to place ornaments on the Christmas tree. It amazed me to see the joy in the faces of people as the tree became so nicely deco-
rated. This started a new tradition, which continued long after the priest living with me was sent as a missionary to the Phi lippine Is-
lands.  
 

Upon coming to St. Patrick I took the initiative to go out with our maintenance supervisor and pick out a tree prior to a staff 
Christmas gathering. Our maintenance supervisor, Mike, sets the tree up and strings lights around it; I spend an evening placing orna-
ments on the tree. In that some of my ornaments are handmade, others from places of travel, and of course ornaments of my favorite 
sports teams, I am extremely particular in the delicacy and placement of the ornaments. This year I let go of my tradition and passed it 
on to Fr. Kamil who reluctantly said, “yes” he would do it. Fr. Kamil picked out a “perfect tree” and draped lights evenly over the 
branches. He placed the ornaments in ideal locations on the tree, and as I witnessed the final product I said, “You did an excellent 
job; so perfect that you now have ownership of the responsibility in future years”.  

 

In addition to a Christmas tree, most of us arrange a Nativity scene in our homes, which unknowingly follows in the footsteps 
of St. Francis of Assisi. In 1223, in the city of Greccio, Italy, in a cave outside of that town Francis set up a Nativity scene. His Nativity 
was inspired by a trip to the Holy Land in 1221. The conflicts among leaders in control of the Holy Land at that time made it  a danger-
ous trip for most people so the Christmas crib erected by Francis was a result of his intention to bring the Holy Land to the people. 
Each time a family sets up a Nativity scene in the house or an outdoor display, the Holy Land is brought into the home. This practice 
spread throughout lands during the 13th century which even in rare cases included live animals and live actors in some displays, but 
static nativities became the norm. This allowed a Nativity scene to remain in a location for long stretches of time; and, as this practice 
spread through Europe most Nativity scenes were created to suit local tastes and customs. A Nativity scene at home reminds people 
of faith that whatever happened at the stable altered the world and changed the world’s vision of God. God was no longer distant, but 
an immortal God became subject to human conditions by taking on a human life.  Thank you to the families who donated towards our 
new parish outdoor nativity so our community can all enjoy the scene and be mindful of the wonderful gift God gave to us. Jesus and 
the crib were donated by Patricia D’Ambrosio in memory of deceased family members. The Blessed Mother was donated by the 
Women of Mary. St. Joseph was donated in memory of deceased family members by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dean. The Shalhoub family 
donated the angel in memory of deceased family members. Mr. & Mrs. Walt Voytus donated Gaspar in memory of deceased family 
members. The Gentile family donated Melchior in memory of John Duffy. Balthazar was donated by Betty Spencer in memory of her 
husband, Charles Spencer. The Shepherd was donated in memory of deceased family members by the Capuano family. Jean 
Gilsenan Twomey donated the cow in memory of her parents, Dr. & Mrs. James Gilsenan. The Boroff family donated the donkey in 
memory of all veterans and the lamb was donated by Jeannine Sorrentino in memory of her husband, Al Sorrentino. 

 

On behalf of the Pastoral Staff, School Faculty and Administrative Staff at St. Patrick Church, I extend my Christmas bless-
ings to all; and, leave you with a prayer titled, Blessing of a Christmas Tree by Bryan Cones that you may wish to use to bless your 
Christmas tree at home: “God of light and darkness, maker of heaven and earth, in the deep midwinter you gather us beneath the tree 
of life. Bless all those who gather around this Christmas tree: May the gifts it shelters make present your heavenly grace. May the 
lights it holds lead us to the Light of the World. And may the color it bears announce your unfailing love, evergreen in the eternal 
spring you promise in Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us, your Son and Savior, now and forever. Amen.” May your Christmas Sea-
son generate a path to discover Christ in new ways within your heart and through your Christmas Tree. Merry Christmas! 
          
         In Christ’s love, 
         Fr. Bob 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 23, 2018 

Marriage Renewal - Save the Date! 
 

Join us for a beautiful evening with friends for a Marriage Re-

newal and Candlelight Dinner as we celebrate our marriag-

es on Saturday, February 9, 2019. More details to  follow! 

St. Patrick Church invites you to its  
 

First Annual Wine Tasting Fundraiser!  
Sponsored by USA Wine Traders Club 

 
Friday, February 1, 2019 

7pm - 10pm 
Fr. Ed Center 

 
Hors d'oeuvres, desserts, and wines from around the world    

 
Tickets will be sold after mass on January 5 & 6 or at the    

parish office. 
 

If you are a restaurant or caterer and would like to donate a 
signature dish to the event, please contact Blair Pack at 908-
672-6709 or packblair@gmail.com 

Online Givers:  Did you know?  There are two ways you 

can make a Christmas donation to St. Pat’s. The first way is to 

donate through your online giving account. The second way is 

to pick up a Christmas donation envelope located at the doors 

of the church. Be sure to write your name and address on the 

envelope!  Thank you for your support and generosity to St. 

Patrick Parish! 

A Renaissance Christmas 

mailto:packblair@gmail.com


 

Rides for Seniors ~ Do you have some time throughout the 

week?  We have a group of drivers who volunteer to provide 

rides to parishioners for local appointments. When a request 

comes in, an email will go out to all drivers to find an available 

ride. No formal schedule! The more volunteers we have the bet-

ter we can serve those in need. Please consider joining this 

team of volunteers. Contact Jerry Medina to join or for additional 

information at 973-635-8869 or jerry.medina73@gmail.com. 

Do twice the good with your donation! 
 

Many companies offer matching gift programs to encourage 

employees to contribute to charitable organizations. If your com-

pany offers a matching gift program, please consider St. Patrick 

Church for your matching gift. Fill out the form from your human 

resources area; if you need help, tax identification information or 

our 501c3 forms, please contact Colleen Sofronas, 973-635-

0625 ext. 159 or csofronas@st-pats.org. Thank you for helping 

St. Patrick Church to fulfill our mission to serve. 

                 SAINT PATRICK SCHOOL  
 

Merry Christmas From St. Patrick School 
The faculty, staff and students of St. Patrick School wish you and 
your family a blessed and peace-filled Christmas. As we rejoice in 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, may we strive 
to see and feel his presence in our world each day and may our 
lives bear witness to our belief in Christ. We hope that you enjoy 
this Christmas season, and may God be with you and yours during 
the coming New Year. May 2019 be a time of happiness and good 
health for you and all of those you love. 
 
 

Join Us At Walk-In Wednesdays! 
THERE’S STILL TIME 

to 
#befaithful 

#bechallenged 
#bethefuture 

 

Visit St. Patrick School during Walk-In Wednesdaysand tour the 
National Blue Ribbon and AdvancED Stem Certified school. SPS 
provides a learning environment that embraces the Gospel values 
of the Catholic faith coupled with rigorous academics and a com-
mitment to family and community. Contact Ashley Kearney, Direc-
tor of Communications & Development at admissions@st-pats.org  
or 973-635-4623. 
 

Save The Date! Catholic Schools Week  
Is January 27-February 2 

Mark your calendars now to join St. Patrick School for Catholic 
Schools Week, January 27-February 2! Join the school for two 
Open House & Information Sessions – one on Sunday, January 27 
beginning at 10 a.m. and one on Wednesday, January 30 begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Stay tuned for more details on St. Patrick School’s 
exciting Catholic Schools Week activities. Want to know more, log 
on to www.st-pats-schools.org or call 973-635-4623. 

Join Our Food Pantry Committee! 

We’re looking for energy and ideas! If you’ve thought about get-
ting involved or getting more involved, NOW is the time. You can 
be a part of coordinating the collection and distribution of food to 
those in need within our community and beyond. We’re looking 
for people to help us explore new ways to do this and new areas 
of involvement for the committee and our parish…Be The 
Change!   
Contact Holly Gilligan: hollygilligan@verizon.net          

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Youth Ministry Upcoming Meetings 

Spring Antioch Team Meeting:  Wed., Jan. 2 ; 7-9:30 pm; YMC 
 

Upcoming Service 

Food Pantry Restock:  Sat., Jan. 19; 8:30-10:15 am 

Cooking Chili for Eva’s: Sat., Jan. 26; 9 am-12 pm; Kitchen 
 

Help us keep our records current!  If you are moving or have a 

change of phone number or email address, please contact the 

parish office so we can update our records. If you use Online 

Giving and no longer need offertory envelopes, contact us so 

we can remove you from the offertory envelope distribution list. 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Faith Formation Classes January 2019 
 

Grades K-6 

Sunday, January 6 & Monday, January 7 

Sunday, January 13 & Monday, January 14 

 
 

 Grade 7    Grade 8 

    Sunday, January 13                   Sunday, January 6 

 

The 7th grade retreat facilitated by 7th grade catechists and 

members of our St. Patrick Youth Ministry will be held on Sun-

day, February 3, 2019 from 8 am until noon. 

Men’s Retreat 
 

Give yourself a great gift for the holidays by attending the annu-

al St. Patrick’s Men’s Retreat, to be held jointly with St. Vincent’s 

and Corpus Christi parishes at Loyola in Morristown. It begins 

with dinner on Friday, January 11, 2019 and ends with Mass on 

Sunday, January 13th. Held under the direction of the Jesuit 

staff, the weekend offers men the silence and solitude neces-

sary to discover God’s life within. This silent retreat creates a 

sacred atmosphere allowing God to enter our inner life and is pa 

perfect way to start the new year. Contact Jeff Vohden 

(jvohden@yahoo.com) or Bill Fagnant (billmaur70@gmail.com) 

for more information and to make a reservation. 

Merry Christmas to all the wonderful people who give and appre-
ciate the gift of music in our parish! 

 

St. Patrick Choir & Saturday singers 

God Unplugged Choir 

Boys Choir 

Girls Choir 

Morning Song Choir 

School Choir 

Instrumentalists  

Cantors   

Parents 

Parishioners 

Priests and Deacons 

         Faculty and Staff 
 

                      Blessings to all, 
         Maggie Hanson, Music Minister 
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