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May 24, 2020 – The Ascension of the Lord 
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Elfida Garcia 
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Pres. Albert Garces 
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English Choir 
Margaret Smith 

 
Bulletin and Website 
R. Anthony Hinojosa 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
The Catholic community of St. James Church is made up of loving and sensitive members seeking to meet their spiritual needs, strengthen their faith, and affirm their continued 
existence as the church of Jesus Christ today and tomorrow.  In their quest to evangelize, it is their mission to assist everyone toward a more abundant experience of the riches 
of their liturgy and sacraments, and to convince all of Christ’s sheep that the Lord’s Day is indeed for all. 

A Hearty Welcome 
 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic 
Church, No matter what your current family or marital situation,  

No matter what your past or present religious situation, No matter 
your personal history, age, background, race, etc., No matter what 

your own self-image or esteem, You are INVITED, WELCOMED, 
ACCEPTED, LOVED and RESPECTED AT St. James.   

Contact the Office for any assistance. 

mailto:stjamesbeeville@yahoo.com
http://www.stjamesbeeville.org/
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, May 23 

5:00 PM      Mother’s Day Novena 8th Day 

      For the People of the Church 

 

Sunday, May 24 

10:00 AM      Mother’s Day Novena 9th Day 

 †   Genevieve S. Trevino 

      Fr. Jacob’s Birthday by the Parish Community 

 

Monday, May 25      Memorial Day 

       

Wednesday, May 27 

        
Thursday, May 28 

       

Friday, May 29 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
SECOND COLLECTION 
Today we will have a second collection for the Catholic Communications 
Campaign.  Your generous contributions are appreciated. 
 
PARISH OFFICE DROPBOX 
A new drop box is available at the main entrance of the CCE building for offering 
envelopes, mass intentions, and any other correspondence.  Candles are available 
for purchase after Mass in the back of the church. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA 
Mother’s Day Novena began on Saturday, May 16th and continues through 
Sunday, May 24th.  Please bring your intention to the church or drop in the dropbox. 
 
CONFIRMATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
We have scheduled Confirmation for Sunday, May 31st during the 10:00 a.m. 
Mass and First Holy Communion for the Sunday, June 7th during the 10:00 a.m. 
Mass. 
 
GRADUATES OF 2020 
Blessings for the Graduates of 2020 on Sunday, June 14th, 2020 during the 10:00 
a.m. Mass. 
 
PARISH REGISTRATION FORMS 
Parish registration forms are available at the back of the church, please fill out and 
hand it over to an usher or put it in the collection basket or put in drop box at the 
parish office.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  Please register as early 
as possible. 
NB:  Every married couple is considered as a family.  They should fill out separate 
forms. 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to Jose and Eugenia Padron for the bench donation and the beautiful 
work on the grotto, and to Deacon Vasquez and the Cursillistas for the second 
bench donation. 
 
CONDOLENCES 
St. James expresses condolences to the family of Ramon Garcia. 

May 24, 2020              The Ascension of the Lord 

WEEKLY 
OFFERING 

 
May 17, 2020 

 
Envelope Collection      $1,127.50 

Loose Collection                275.00 

Children’s Fund                     0.00 

Total           $1,402.50 

Second Collection  

Building, Repair, Maint.   $153.72   
 

May God bless you  

for your selfless sacrifice 
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - A 

AUDITORS 
Team II, Sunday, May 24 

Amy Gonzales, Diana Barrera, 
& Teodora Galvan 

Team III, Sunday, May 31 

Rosalinda Orozco, Maria Servantes, 
& Margaret R. Mesquita 

Team IV, Sunday, June 7 

Adam Duran, San Juanita Duran, 

& Juanita Cruz 

Team V, Sunday, June 14 

Elfida Garcia, Juanita Cruz, 
& Angie Garcia 

Team I, Sunday, June 21 

Janie Maldonado, Alice Sanchez 
& Kimberly Cuéllar 

 

MASS SCHEDULE    

Date Time LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS 

Saturday, May 23 5:00 PM    

Sunday, May 24 10:00 PM    

 

(No Baptism classes in May) 

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS – June 1, 2020 
Must wear a mask to attend class 

All applications MUST be submitted to the church office before that 

date.  Parents must be registered at St. James and have already 

registered the child to be baptized before taking the class.  Items needed 

are:    Copy of the child’s Birth Certificate and sponsor’s proof of 

all Sacraments if single and, if married, a copy of the marriage 

license by a Catholic Church. Baptisms will take place 3rd Sunday 

of month after the 10:00 a.m. Mass.   

Baptism classes for parents and sponsors are held on the first Monday 

of every Month at 7:00 p.m. in the CCE Building.   

Eucharistic Ministers as a special assignment due to the coronavirus 

Memorial Day – May, 25 2020 

We pause on this day to remember and pray for those men and 
women who gave the ultimate gift. We remember the words of Our 
Lord, "No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for 
one's friends." (John 15:13) Today let us remember and celebrate 
the lives of these brave men and women who died in service to our 

country. 



 

 

  

The Ascension of the Lord         May 24, 2020 

THE FEAST OF ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
(Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20) 

 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. After his 
resurrection, having spent forty days with his disciples, our Lord ascends to his 
beloved Father. Indeed this feast of the Ascension of Jesus to his Father is a 
Mystery and not easy to grasp but at the same time it marks the beginning of 
the Mission of the Church. In today’s Gospel we have the farewell scenario 
between the disciples and Jesus and we read the intimate moment of 
separation between friends. As he prepares to depart from the earth he offers 
them his parting gifts: the gift of understanding so that they can now fully 
comprehend the meaning of the Scriptures; the promise that they will receive 
the power of the Holy Spirit; a final loving blessing and promise that he will not 
abandon them but be with them till the end of times. He gives them the 
command to preach the Good News to all nations. The reaction of the disciples 
indicates a striking transformation. Luke tells us that they returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, praising and worshiping God. They were now 
certainly different from that little group of disciples in the cenacle, hiding from 
all authorities in Jerusalem, afraid of them. Now they are new persons, 
strengthened with faith, filled with joy and carrying the hope of the future. The 
Lord instructed them to be his witnesses from Jerusalem to the ends of the 
world but they were also told to await the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Heavenly 
messengers stand beside the apostles as an evidence of God’s continued 
assistance. The first reading of today tells us of the fact of the Ascension and 
the way Jesus bids farewell to the disciples. In the second reading Paul tells 
us that God has made Jesus the Head over all things for the Church, which is 
His Body. In other words, Jesus is the invisible Leader and Head of the visible 
Church that He has established on earth. 
 
The Gospel of Matthew tells us of the great commission that was given to the 
Apostles by Jesus. Prior to granting this authority to proclaim, Jesus convinces 
them of his own power and tells them that he always enjoyed such an authority 
from his Father. He convinces them that he has all authority in Heaven and on 
earth which is given to him by the Father. Soon after this Jesus their beloved 
master was taken up from among their midst and the angels tell them to go 
and search for him among the living and not among the dead. They assure the 
apostles that the Lord will come back to them as they had seen him go up to 
heaven accompanied by the clouds. They are now called upon to think in a 
new way, to visualize Jesus as a universal person. Here Matthew tells us of 
the great commission that was given to the Apostles by Jesus. While the scene 
in Acts of the Apostles takes place in Jerusalem, Matthew has the disciples 
back on their home ground in Galilee where they find Jesus. He arranges to 
meet them at the mountain and the biblical symbol of mountain is the place 
where God is present. The emphasis here is not on the appearance of Jesus 
but on what he has to say to his disciples. It is in three parts – past, present 
and future.  
First, Jesus tells them that all authority of the Creator God himself has been 
given to him from the beginning of time and now he is ready to pass it on to 
them, his disciples. His beloved Father himself has placed him in charge of 
everything, both in heaven and on earth. Now they are the recipients of this 
authority.   
Second, Jesus tells them of the present situation as he gives the command to 
“make disciples” of people everywhere. He now introduces them to his mission 
as he passes on his own authority to his disciples. Pentecost will be the 
confirmation of this. They are asked to do what he himself did. They now have 
the power to reconcile the sinful persons with God and with the community and 
to decide who are not yet ready for reconciliation and full participation in the 
community’s life. The community has standards to keep in order to be a living 
and credible witness of Jesus and his Gospel. It has a corporate right to 
maintain those standards. They are to teach, to heal, reconcile and heal the 
divisions that separate people from one another. They are told to baptize 
people in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and incorporate 
them as his disciples.    
    Continued next column … 

A patient came to doctor’s office seeking a hip replacement. His former 
cardiologist believed that the man’s heart was too weak for him to survive a 
major operation. However, a new cardiologist had stated that while the man 
faced risks in undergoing surgery, his condition appeared stable. Therefore, 
he gave his permission to proceed. The patient soon passed all preliminary 
tests. Still, on surgery day there was tension in the room among the nurses, 
anesthesiologist, and doctor. Even the patient could likely sense this as well. 
He said, “Doctor, I know this is a busy time, but I would like to ask you for one 
moment to pray.” In the 20 years of his medical practice, the doctor said that 
no patient had ever made such a request. All chatter ceased. With his heart 
monitor beeping in the background, the patient prayed for God to take care of 
him and all in the room who were trying to help him. He thanked God for the 
opportunity to get better, acknowledging the human limitations of the staff in 
trying to repair his fragile body. A sense of calm filled the room. The surgery 
was a success. In all his professional experience, the doctor never had felt 
more strongly than on that day the presence of God sent through the patient 
to him. 
 

 Continued … 
 
Thirdly, he promises them his real presence and leads them into the future. He 
is with his followers, will be close to them and will be with them to the end of 
time. It is the fulfillment of his promise that wherever two or three are gathered 
in his name, he will be among them. The gift of the Spirit is not mentioned but 
is clearly implied by the promise of the ongoing presence of Jesus. 
 
The Ascension of our Lord took place a long time ago but his parting words 
are still vibrant to us and must be carried out courageously to be his witnesses 
in the world of today like the first Apostles. Hence the feast of the Ascension is 
not to commemorate a departure but the celebration of the living and lasting 
presence of Jesus in the church. He the Lord, the living head of his Body, the 
Church, remains always with us as he promised, but now in a new way. He is 
spiritually present. In fact by this celebration we proclaim that the risen Jesus 
enters into the fullness of the glory given him by his Father. For the followers 
of Jesus, his presence with them can make this earth, the daily life, a real 
heaven. In order to continue to be present with his disciples, and make them 
truly experience him, Jesus had to leave them. His “old” presence in one 
human body, in one small corner of the world, was able to reach only a small 
number of people, in one tiny period of history. But now this gives way to a new 
presence that will reach the whole world in every age. From now on wherever 
there is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
wherever there is truth, love, compassion, justice, freedom, beauty the Spirit 
of Jesus is there. 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
With care and compassion, we pray for: 
Jewelia Beth Gonzalez, Christopher Cardenas, Anthony Angel Cardenas, Guadalupe 
Benavides, Albert Cardenas, Jr., Jim Nelson, Joe Adrian Moya, Catherine McKeowm, 
Kristina Elena Garcia, Eva Dominguez, Chris Ulmer, Roxann Gleason, Frank Riojas, Jessie 
Riojas, Joe Anthony Martinez, Armando B. Perez, Lino Garcia, Katy Rendon, Denice 
Hadwin, Patty Stone, Lulu Martinez Watson, Tabitha Rendon, Mary Longoria, Jessie 
Martinez, Jr., Roman Flores, Santos Lopez, Caroline James Ries, Adrian Sampayo, Aurelio 
Guajardo, Tonya Sciba, Kenneth Sciba, Nieves Moreno, Jr., Jessica Arrisola, Mary 
Carrizales, Norma Delgado, Juanita Maldonado, Dora Lopez Bernal, Richard Espinosa, 
Emo Aleman, Robert Hernandez, Nieves Cardenas, Laurie Lawrence, Anselmo Garcia, Jr., 
Josefa Aleman, Crystal Arciba, Francisco Trevino, Patricia Servantes, Jose Salazar, Viola 
Rangel, Oralia Aleman, Ricardo Trevino, Sandy Rios, Nieves Moreno, Dawn Bieber, Lori 
Baldillez, Cristobal Servantes, Jose Nahum Lugo, Timmy Lopez, Juanita Alvarado, Deacon 
Juan Vasquez, Viola Maldonado, Madison Pena, Ricardo Trevino, Jr., Daniel Loya, Sandra 
Urquizo, Jesse Contrerras, Nell Jamison, Charles Cartwright, Stella Riojas, Ben Wilson, 
Mary Kay, Eloy Garcia, Tony Coronado, Sr., Irma Estela Rodriguez, Owen Rodriguez, 
Timothy Gene Lopez, Aurora V. Gomez, Fr. Paul Kottackal, Joshua Brock, Aaliyah Brock, 
Brendan Brock, Cruz Guerrero, Sr., Elsa Ochoa, Enoe Garcia, Jesus A. Guerrero, Sr., 
Manuel Ramon, Melissa Keller, Cerise Garcia, Johnny Ramirez, Jr., Delaney Martinez, 
Jaime Perez, Waylon James, Roe Garcia, Benita Salazar Garcia and to all at Christus 
Spohn. 

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO ADD OR TO  

REMOVE NAMES FROM THE PRAYER LIST. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


