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Saturday, January 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God 
NM	6:22-27/	GAL	4:4-7	/	LK	2:16-21	

9:00 am     For OLMC Parishioners & their Families 
5:00 pm    Msgr. Louis Biesaida                    by Parish Staff 
 
 

Sunday, January 2 – The Epiphany of the Lord 
IS 60:1-6 / EPH 3:2-3A, 5-6 / MT 2:1-12 
7:30 am     Deceased Members of the Muller & Weisser         
                     Families                   by Dcn. Ed & Mary Lou Muller 
9:00 am     Claire Settimo          by George & Peggy Shammas                   
11:00 am   Nancy Warren                       by Mary Rondinara                                                                                                                        
 
 
 

Monday, January 3  
1 JN 3:22-4:6 / MT 4:12-17, 23-25 
8:30 am     For Healing and Blessing of Fr. Peter Oddo 
                                                                    by Rivara Family                                                                   
 
 
 

Tuesday, January 4 – Memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann 
1 JN 4:7-10 / MK 6:34-44 
8:30 am    For Intentions and Healing of Judy and  
                 Mary Jane Hodak                       by Parish Staff 
 
        
 

Wednesday, January 5 – Memorial of St. John 
Newman, Bishop  
1 JN 4:11-18 / MK 6:45-52 
7:00 pm     Matthew Messana          by JoAnn Lacovara-Friel 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 6 
1 JN 4:19—5:4 / LK 4:14-22 
8:30 am    Intentions of Felicia Murray   
              by Ron & Ann Johnson 
 
 
 

Friday, January 7 
1 JN 5:5-13 / LK 5:12-16 
8:30 am    For the Intentions of Denise Thibault  
                                                                         by Cathy Kkucinski                   
 
 
 

Saturday, January 8 
1	JN	5:14-21	/	JN	3:22-30	

8:30	am					Hugh Marriott  																													by Lisa Cangelosi	
5:00 pm    Annie Egan                       by John & Katrina Prior 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 9 – The Baptism of the Lord 
IS 42:1-4, 6-7 / ACTS 10:34-38 / LK 3:15-16, 21-22 
7:30 am    Intentions of Dcn. Ed Muller         
                                                      by Dcn. Ed & Mary Lou Muller  
9:00 am    Fr. Godwin Enem                           by Parish Staff  
11:00 am  Intentions of Caroline Mazzola   by Parish Staff  
 

 

Please Remember To Pray For The Following: 
 

Colleen Apter, Ted Cassera, Matt 
Chapkosky, Fr. Angelus Croce, 
Stephanie Cuomo, John, Joe Curulli, 
Marie Curulli, Larry Domonkos, Emma 
Finnegan, Jason, Henry Kochanski, 

Bruce Konar, Susanne Martone, Mike Maldonado, 
Deacon Ed Muller, Yvette Murphy, Fr. Peter Oddo, 
Madelyn Patton, Joseph and Rosemary Sciascia, 
George Shammas, Stephanie, Charles Sullivan, 
Constance Van Hoven 
 
 

   This Week the Sanctuary Lamp 
Burns for  

Robert Provost 
 
 

A GOOD STEWARD 
 

December 19                                         $ 2,422.00 
           Online Giving                                       $ 475.00 

 

Christmas Day and December 26th collections were 
not available at the time of printing and will be 

posted in next week’s bulletin. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 
*Second collection this weekend is for St. Vincent de 

Paul 
 

 

WOMEN AND MEN OF THE ARMED 
FORCES 

 

We ask God the Father, through the intercession of St. 
Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and 
women in our Armed Forces. May they be brought back 
safely to those whom they love:  
Captain Jason Gieniewski, US Army. 

 

Scripture Message January 2, 2022 
 

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or 
“showing forth.” Historically several moments in 

Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrated 
as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, 
the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his 

first miracle at Cana. 
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The Meaning of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 

For many years in the English-speaking world 
the feast of Epiphany has been overshadowed 
by that of Christmas. But unless we realize the 
significance of this great day, we see only one 
side of the mystery of the Incarnation. Now 
after contemplating the staggering fact that 
God has become a human child, we turn to 
look at this mystery from the opposite angle 
and realize that this seemingly helpless Child is, 
in fact, the omnipotent God, the King and Ruler 
of the universe. The feast of Christ's divinity 
completes the feast of His humanity. It fulfills all 
our Advent longing for the King "who is come 
with great power and majesty." We see that 
whereas Christmas is the family feast of 
Christianity, Epiphany is the great "world feast 
of the Catholic Church." 
 

The first idea of the feast is the manifestation of 
Christ as the Son of God. "Begotten before the 
daystar and before all ages, the Lord our Savior 
is this day made manifest to the world." The 
feast unites three events in the life of Christ 
when His divinity, as it were, shines through His 
humanity: the adoration of the Magi; the 
baptism of Christ in the Jordan; and the first 
miracle at the wedding feast of Cana. 
 

A second important idea in Epiphany is the 
extension of Christ's kingship to the whole 
world. The revelation of Christ to the three 
kings at Bethlehem is a symbol of His 
revelation to the whole of the Gentile world. 
Epiphany presents to us the calling of not 
merely a chosen few, but all nations to 
Christianity. 
 

Closely linked to both these themes of divine 
manifestation and world kingship is a third idea 
running through the Epiphany feast: that of 
light. 

 
 
Knights of Columbus Announcement 
 

The winner of the OLMC Knights of 
Columbus Musical Shadow Box is Oscar 
Fernandez of Kemah Lake. The Knights 
wish to thank you once again for all 
your support during 2021. 
K of C 9920 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are happy to announce that the 
winner of the Gertrude Hawk candy 
basket is Tricia Kelly. 
Congratulations! And thank you to 

the generous donor of the candy basket. The money 
raised will go towards Capital Improvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for the New Year! 
 
O SACRED AND ADORABLE TRINITY, hear 
our prayers on behalf of our Holy Father, the 
Pope, our Bishops, our clergy, and for all that 
are in authority over us. Bless, we beseech 
You, during the coming year, the whole 
Catholic Church; nonbelievers; soften the 
hearts of sinners so that they may return to 
Your friendship; give prosperity to our country 
and peace among the nations of the world; 
pour down Your blessings upon our friends, 
relatives, and acquaintances, and upon our 
enemies, if we have any; assist the poor and 
the sick; have pity on the souls of those 
whom this year have been taken from us; and 
do Thou be merciful to those who during the 
coming year will be summoned before Your 
judgment seat. May all our actions be 
preceded by Your inspirations and carried on 
by Your assistance, so that all our prayers 
and works, having been begun in You, may 
likewise be ended through You. Amen. 
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At the beginning of every year here at OLMC we 
start off by offering to every parishioner the 
name of a saint to pray to for the new year. We 
have a bag filled with the names of saints by the 
back doors of the Church. Please grab one from 
the bag and pray to that saint for the year. What 
better way to start off the New Year by asking the 
saints to help us by praying to God on our 
behalf—just like we ask our friends and family to 
do so—and thanking the saints for having 
already done so. 
 

Why do Catholics pray to the Saints? 
Asking our fellow Christians in heaven for help 
 

The Communion of Saints 
As Catholics, we believe that our life doesn't end 
at death but simply changes. Those who have lived 
good lives and died in the faith of Christ will, as the 
Bible tells us, share in His Resurrection. 
 

While we live together on earth as Christians, we are in 
communion, or unity, with one another. But that 
communion doesn’t end when one of us dies. We 
believe that the saints, the Christians in heaven, remain 
in communion with those of us on earth. We call this 
the Communion of Saints, and it's an article of faith in 
every Christian creed from the Apostles' Creed on. 
 

Why Do Catholics Pray to Saints? 
But what does the Communion of Saints have to do 
with praying to saints? Everything. When we run into 
trouble in our lives, we frequently ask friends or family 
members to pray for us. That doesn't mean, of course, 
that we can't pray for ourselves. We ask them for their 
prayers even though we're praying, too, because we 
believe in the power of prayer. We know that God 
hears their prayers as well as ours, and we want as 
many voices as possible asking Him to help us in our 
time of need. 
 

But the saints and angels in Heaven stand before God 
and offer Him their prayers, too. And since we believe 
in the Communion of Saints, we can ask the saints to 
pray for us, just as we ask our friends and family to do 
so. And when we make such a request for their 
intercession, we make it in the form of a prayer. 
 

Should Catholics Pray to Saints? 
This is where people begin to have a little trouble 
understanding what Catholics are doing when we pray 
to saints. Many non-Catholic Christians believe that it 
is wrong to pray to the saints, claiming that all prayers 

should be directed to God alone. Some Catholics, 
responding to this criticism and not 
understanding what prayer really means, declare that 
we Catholics do not pray to the saints; we only 
pray with them. Yet the traditional language of the 
Church has always been that Catholic pray to the 
saints, and with good reason—prayer is simply a form 
of communication. Prayer is simply a request for 
help. Older usage in English reflects this: We've all 
heard lines from, say, Shakespeare, in which one 
person says to another "Pray thee . . . " (or "Prithee," a 
contraction of "Pray thee") and then makes a request. 
 

Consider these Resolutions! 
 

Give a return on your gifts.  When using a 
gift, say a prayer for the giver. 
 
Commit random acts of prayer.  Pick 
someone to pray for throughout the day.  It 
could be a politician, someone in a passing car, 
or a shopper in a grocery line. 
 
See Jesus more often.   Make a weekly 
appointment to visit Jesus in the tabernacle.  
The more time you spend with Jesus, the more 
he can give to you. 
 
Become invisible.   Look for invisible ways to 
do good.  Skip over a parking spot near the 
door and pray for the one who ill park there 
instead of you.  Put away a shopping cart and 
pray for the next shopper who will use it. 
 
Read the Word.  Put a Bible somewhere 
convenience and open it up once a day. 
 
Forget about yourself.  Humility leads to 
holiness.  Avoid correcting others if it doesn’t 
matter.  Be the last in line.   
 
Give away something you love.  It’s fine to 
donate the things you don’t use, but 
occasionally give away a favorite item.  It’s the 
difference between Cain and Abel’s offerings to 
God. 
 
Have a no-complaint day.  Dedicate an entire 
day each week to not complaining.  (Weather 
counts!) 
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The journey and discovery of the Magi. Christ discovered off the beaten path- in a small 
town that most people wouldn’t think about twice, Bethlehem. 

 

Today the Church celebrates the Epiphany of the Lord. The very word Epiphany means 
“manifestation. Simply put, God manifests himself to the people. "The readings paint a picture of bright, 

nourishing light illuminating the entire world with God’s presence.  We have here what I call “a shining,” the beaming 
out, if you please, of good news for everyone, everywhere.  The Feast of the Epiphany is not only a day, but rather the 
beginning of a season of worship in which we hear and speak the good news that love has come among us in our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

 

The adoration of the Magi fulfills the oracle of Isaiah in the first reading prophesying that the nations of the 
world would travel to the Holy City following a brilliant light, bringing gold and incense to contribute to the worship 
of God. Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 72) verses 10-11 picture kings from foreign lands bringing gifts to pay 
homage to a just king in Israel.  

 

  There were three groups of people who reacted to the Epiphany of Christ’s birth. Think of Christmas night, 
when the news was announced to shepherds. Joyfully they went into the villages to announce the birth of the Lord. 
The magi got the news by 'rising star' but their news will set off alarm for king Herod who tried to eliminate Jesus. 
Another group aware of Jesus' birth are priests and scribes, but they ignored him. It was only the shepherds and the 
Magi that came to adore Jesus. 
 

"History is silent about just who or what the magi in the gospels really were. In some translations, they are 
astrologers, in others they are kings or “wise men.” And, in fact, we don’t know exactly how many of them there were. 
But because they brought three gifts – gold, frankincense and myrrh – tradition has held that there were three of them. 
It’s a meaningful number. Three is the number of the trinity. It is the number of days Christ spent in the tomb. But it 
also signifies something even more meaningful and – for us this morning, much more important. It represents to us 
community. Again and again, when Christ is revealed to the world, he doesn’t show himself to just one person at a 
time." It was announced to shepherds – another group, another kind of community. And now, with the three magi, the 
incarnation is announced to this distinct “community” of people who offered precious gifts to the infant Jesus. 

 

The wise men’s gifts simply point to the greater gift of God’s light and presence in our world and the invitation 
God gives us to be gifts to others.  Were we only to remember the wise men on this day, we would miss the enduring, 
shining gift of the Epiphany? And what would that be? "For one thing, it would be the gift of light. Epiphany reminds 
us to be both light bearers and light reflectors.  Our world seems to wallow in the darkness, lost in great caves of hatred 
and mistrust, much of it our own making.  Because God has come in Christ, His light – not ours – can beam from our 
lives to the degree we choose to let his light shine.  Dare to be a person of light, not darkness. "Second, Epiphany 
reminds us to give the gift of acceptance.  These days, we confuse the word “acceptance” with “condone.”  But there 
are all manner of behaviors in our lives and the lives of others we do not condone, yet in God’s name, we can always 
accept the other person and offer them the gift of acceptance.  Who knows what light might beam all around us if we 
would be a more accepting, affirming people?" The season of giving to others does not end with Christmas, it 
continues. To God, we offer him our obedience, thanksgiving and adoration. And to others, we offer gifts of love, gift 
of peace and gift of forgiveness. 

 

As we celebrate the epiphany it is worthwhile to think of King Herod, a brutal and bloodthirsty tyrant. Matthew 
tells us that when Herod discovered that he had been tricked by the wise men, he sent his soldiers and they “killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,” in a futile attempt to destroy Jesus. A man as evil as 
Herod would certainly be hard to forgive.  But Matthew says something earlier in the story that reveals Herod’s state of 
mind: When Herod heard about the birth of Jesus, “he was frightened.” Yes, he was frightened ... by the birth of a baby. 
Herod was not nearly as confident or powerful as he appeared to be, and his evil deeds were driven largely by his insecurity 
and his weakness. “There are some people in our lives that may be difficult to forgive because they have acted with 
tremendous malice. We have all been hurt by others, and often their cruel actions have been motivated by insecurity and 
weakness. Such motivations do not justify or excuse their deeds but making this link can help us to understand why certain 
choices were made. And since each of us has made some bad choices based on our own insecurity and weakness, we can 
sympathize with our fellow sinners and perhaps even forgive them. We do this not because anyone deserves forgiveness, 
but because we are people who have already been forgiven by Jesus.”                                                             – Fr. Abuchi    


