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Saturday, March 26  
HOS 6:1-6 / LK 18:9-14 
8:30	am					Robert Cuadro                         by Lisa Cangelosi 
5:00 pm    Peter McNamara    by Knights of Columbus, 9920 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 27 
JOS 5:9A, 10-12 /  2 COR 5:17-21 / LK 15:1-3, 11-32 
7:30 am    Debra Pappas                              by Liz & Joe Ryan 
9:00 am    Peter P. McNamara  
            by Vincent Kornmeyer & Sharon Searles 
11:00 am  Joseph Yashinski                              by Long Family 
 
 

Monday, March 28 
IS 65:17-21 / JN 4:43-54 
8:30 am     Intentions of Barbara Froetscher 
                                                           by Barbara Froetscher 
 
 
 

Tuesday, March 29 
EZ 47:1-9, 12 / JN 5:1-16 
8:30 am    Bob Froetscher                by Barbara Froetscher 
     
 
 

Wednesday, March 30 
IS 49:8-15 / JN 5:17-30 
7:00 pm    Intentions of Michael Pasternak    
                                         by Scarince Family             
 
 
 

Thursday, March 31 
EX 32:7-14 / JN 5:31-47 
8:30 am    Helen Rondinara                    by Mary Rondinara 
 
 
 

Friday, April 1 
WIS 2:1A, 12-22 / JN 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
8:30 am    John Murphy     by Tommy & Pauline Schoonover 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 2  
JER 11:18-20 / JN 7:40-53 
8:30	am					Richard Kilcomons                      by Parish Staff 
5:00 pm    William Martin                      by Scarince Family 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 3 
IS 43:16-21 / PHIL 3:8-14 / JN 8:1-11 
7:30 am    Deceased Members of Muller & Weisser                              
                   Families                     by Dcn Ed & Mary Lou Muller 
9:00 am    James Wilkens               by Liz & Joe Ryan 
11:00 am  Nancy Brenner                              by Knas Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Please Remember To Pray For The Following: 
 

Colleen Apter, Ted Cassera, Matt 
Chapkosky, Fr. Angelus Croce, 
Stephanie Cuomo, John, Emma 
Finnegan, Jason, Patricia Johnson, 
Henry Kochanski, Bruce Konar, 

Susanne Martone, Mike Maldonado, Deacon Ed 
Muller, Yvette Murphy, Fr. Peter Oddo, Madelyn 
Patton, Don Poling, Rosemary Sciascia, George 
Shammas, Stephanie, Charles Sullivan, Constance 
Van Hoven, James Welden 
 

                                                                                         
   This Week the Sanctuary Lamp 

Burns for 
Steve DeAngelis 

 
 

A GOOD STEWARD 
 
 March 20  ------------------------------- $ 2,647.00  
           Online Giving ------------------------ $ 370.00  
  Aid to the Ukraine -------------------- $ 1,234.00 
       Online Giving  ---------------------- $ 100.00  
             

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

2nd collection next weekend is for the  
Campaign for Human Development 

 

 
 

WOMEN AND MEN OF THE ARMED 
FORCES 

 

We ask God the Father, through the intercession of St. 
Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and 
women in our Armed Forces. May they be brought back 
safely to those whom they love: 

Captain Jason Gieniewski, US Army. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scripture Message March 27, 2022 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called 
Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means 
“rejoice.” Today's Gospel describes the reason for 

our joy: God's great love for us has been revealed in 
Jesus. Through his Passion, Death, and 

Resurrection, Christ has reconciled us with God and 
one another. 
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Give From Your Heart 
 

Almsgiving is the act of giving money, food, or 
goods to those who are in need. By giving alms, we 
imitate Christ who gave Himself up for us. 
 

During Lent, we can practice almsgiving in many 
different ways. The most important thing, however, 
is that we always give from the heart. The Lord 
loves a cheerful giver, and the value of our gifts 
don't necessarily come from the gift themselves, but 
from the love behind them. 
 

This Lent, focus as a family on being a gift to each 
other and a gift to your church community. You can 
do this in big ways and small ways. But always do it 
with love. 

        

Ways to Give This Lent 
 

Invite your children to really think about things they 
can do to show love to others. Almsgiving isn't just 
about giving money! It's about sharing the gifts and 
the love we have received with others. 
 

Here are some ideas of ways you and your kids can 
practice almsgiving this Lent: 
 

• Give away one of your toys every Sunday. 
• Do a chore around the house without being 

asked. 
• Make care packages as a family and deliver 

them to a local shelter. 
• Perform a random act of kindness every day. 
• Share your favorite toy or belonging with 

others (and without complaining). 
• Do extra work for your family and 

neighbors to raise money to donate at 
church. 

• Give away extra clothing you haven't worn 
in a long time. 

• Go shopping as a family and let your kids 
pick out the groceries you can donate to the 
local pantry. 

• Write a card to an extended family member 
to tell them how much you love them. 

• Give your Sundays to God. As a family, 
give up anything on Sunday that keeps you 
from Jesus. 

 

Quote of the Week 
 

“Christians must lean on the Cross of Christ just as 
travelers lean on a staff when they begin a long 
journey.” 
                                             …St. Anthony of Padua 
     

 

FISH DINNER FRIDAY  
APRIL 8 DOORS OPEN 5PM 
Baked breaded flounder, oven roasted potatoes, 
coleslaw, beverage and dessert. 
Adults $10 – Children under 12 $5 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW – TAKE OUT 
AVAILABLE.  For more information please contact 
Patricia (973) 534-7733. 
 

 

Lent 2022 at OLMC 
Welcome Home to Healing 

Confession 
Every Monday, March 7 – April 4 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM and at all Parishes in the Diocese. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 7:00 PM for 
prayers 
Stations of the Cross 
Mass beginning at 6:30 PM followed with Stations of the 
Cross Friday evenings during Lent.   

Lenten Discussion Group   
THE CHOSEN the critically acclaimed television series, 
an exploration of Jesus’s life through the perspective of 
those that interacted with him. Each week we will show 
one episode of Season 1 followed by an analysis and 
discussion.      
This will be held every Wednesday from March 2nd thru 
April 6th at 1:00 PM in the Church Hall. For more 
information please contact Patricia at (973) 534-7733. 
Stations of the Cross 
The Stations of the Cross are a 14-step Catholic devotion 
that commemorates Jesus Christ’s last day on Earth as a 
man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus on specific 
events of His last day, beginning with His condemnation. 
The stations are commonly used as a mini pilgrimage as 
the individual moves from station to station. At each 
station, the individual recalls and meditates on a specific 
event from Christ’s last day. Specific prayers are recited, 
then the individual moves to the next station until all 14 
are complete. Telling the story of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of Jesus was an important part of the early 
Christian’s experience. In the late 4th century, people 
began making pilgrimages to the Holy Land, where they 
would follow the path that Jesus took to Calvary. During 
the Middle Ages, when outbreaks of war made it 
impossible for people to travel to the Holy Land, people 
created a Via Dolorosa, or “Sorrowful Way,” in their 
towns and villages. They erected paintings or sculptures 
depicting the Passion of Christ along a processional route 
or inside a church. By the mid-18th century, the number of 
stations was fixed at 14 and the devotion known as the 
Stations of the Cross, also called the Way of the Cross, 
became widespread. 
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Praying as a Parish this Lent 
 

Hello, friends and family of OLMC, 
 

When it comes to our prayers, our Lord is "all ears." He's 
ready to hear us rant, cry, praise, and request. But I 
guess you could also say he's all arms... Prayer is an 
opportunity like no other for rest and restoration if we 
allow God the time and space to simply embrace us and 
to be with us. Join me as we take a moment to be with 
God in prayer. 
 

Our Parish Prayer for Lent 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

We ask that you enlighten our minds,  
inflame our hearts,  

and make us aware of your great love for us.  
 

Increase in us the faith that you are truly here  
in the Eucharist and in every member of our Church. 

 

You have defeated death itself  
and called us to you by our Baptism.  

 

Thank you for the ways you have  
blessed our parish community.  

 

Help us to communicate to others  
the joy we have received.  

 

We ask this in your Holy Name.  
 

Amen. 
 
This Lent, I'll be sending a weekly reminder to stop and 
join us in prayer wherever you are. It would be my hope 
that this invitation stirs your heart and moves you to join 
in with us. These small acts of prayer are powerful 
beyond our understanding. 
 

I'm truly grateful for the wonderful things God is doing 
here in our parish community. Each one of you is a gift, 
and I'm humbled to be your shepherd here at the parish. 
 

    In Christ’s peace, 
     

    Fr. Abuchi F. Nwosu 
                                                                          Pastor 

 
 

Don Bosco Columbiette Auxiliary 7784 
Announcement 

 

The Don Bosco Columbiette Auxiliary #7784 is 
having a pizza fundraiser at the Villa Capri 
Restaurant on Route 206 in Newton on Friday, 
April 8th. Please help the Columbiettes raise  
money for scholarships and local charities. Villa 
Capri will donate $1.00 for every pizza sold that 
day. Eat-In, Pick-Up or Delivery!   
So treat your family to some really great pizza and 
help raise money for charity! 

 
 

Sanctus and Agnus Dei 
 

SANCTUS, Sanctus,              HOLY, holy, holy, Lord 
Sanctus, Dominus Deus         God of Hosts. Heaven  
Sabaoth. Pleni sunt caeli        and earth are full of Thy  
et terra gloria tua. Hosanna    glory. Hosanna in the  
in excelsis. Benedictus qui     highest. Blessed is he  
venit in nomine Domini.        who comes in the name    
Hosanna in excelsis.               of the Lord. Hosanna in   
                                                the highest. 

Please kneel 
 

Latin                                       English 
Agnus Dei, qui tolis               Lamb of God, who  
peccata mundi                        takes away the sins 
miserere nobis. Agnus           of the world, have 
Dei, qui tolis peccata             mercy on us. Lamb of      
mundi, dona nobis                 God who takes away the                                    
pacem.                                   sins of the world, grant 
                                               us peace. 
Please kneel                                                                                   

 

Praying for peace 

Almighty God we pray for the situation on the border of 
Ukraine.  We pray for those who live in fear, that you 

may grant them peace. We pray that the voices for 
discernment and peaceful solutions may prosper. Lord, 
we ask that you raise up peacemakers on all sides, that 

war and violence might be averted. Give diplomats 
wisdom, understanding and build trust.  We ask for the 
Church in the nations involved, may they be salt and 
light in a dark situation. Lord we lift this dangerous 
situation to you.  May your kingdom come.  Amen. 

 

Sacred Heart Center –  
20 Old Swartswood Road, Newton 

First Thursday of April at Sacred Heart Center 
Come join us for our monthly First Thursday Retreat at 
Sacred Heart Center on April 7th, 2022. It’s the Thursday 
right before Holy Week and a great way to prepare for this 
most sacred time of our Church year! Our Theme will be: 
“Renewed in Love”.   
 

Schedule: 9:00 am Arrival – Coffee and… 
9:30 - Opening Prayer -  Short Talk on Monthly Theme 
10:45 - Eucharistic Adoration & Opportunity for 
Confession - 11:45 - End of Adoration – Preparation for 
Mass - 12:00 pm - Eucharistic Celebration, Lunch and 
Departure. 
 

There is no need to pre-register. Instead of a set fee, we 
will have a “free will offering” box available for 
donations to cover our expenses. Thank you for whatever 
you can contribute. For further information, e-mail us at 
shretreatcenter@gmail.com. or call 973-383-2620. 
 



	

March 27, 2022                                                                                                          4th Sunday of Lent   
 

 
 

Meet those who are wounded, and ashamed but want to come home. Open your arms to give 
a second chance to someone who wants to start over. 

 

In 1864, a teenager named Roswell McIntyre was drafted into the New York Cavalry during the 
Civil War. He ended up being sent into battle with very little training. He was young. And he was terrified. 

His fear got the best of him. He ended up running away from his battalion. Not long after, he was caught and tried for 
desertion. He was found guilty, court-martialed. For his crime, he was sentenced to be shot. Roswell’s mother appealed to 
President Lincoln. She pleaded that he was young, and deserved a second chance. Lincoln thought long and hard about it—
and took counsel from his generals, who told him that pardoning the boy would be devastating for morale and set a bad 
example. But he came to a very different conclusion. “I have observed,” he said, “that it never does a boy much good to 
shoot him.” 

 

He sat down and wrote out by hand the following letter: “This letter will certify that Roswell McIntyre is to be 
readmitted into the New York Cavalry. When he serves out his required enlistment, he will be freed of any charges of 
desertion.” That letter, with Lincoln’s signature, is now on display in the Library of Congress. Beside it there is a note, 
which reads, “This letter was taken from the body of Roswell McIntyre, who died at the battle of Little Five Forks, Virginia.” 
Roswell was killed in battle just a few weeks after he received Lincoln’s letter. He didn’t die a traitor or a deserter. Roswell 
McIntyre, by the mercy of President Lincoln, gave his life in service to his country. 

 

Now recall with me Christ's sermon on the mount when he calls his audience to be kind and merciful always. It 
seems to me President Lincoln took this message close to his heart. On his second inaugural speech on March 4, 1865, only 
41 days before his assassination, while addressing the divided country besieged with war, he spoke of having “malice toward 
none, charity for all.” When someone later asked him how he planned to treat the southerners who had broken away from 
the country, the president replied: “I will treat them as if they had never been away.” 

 

That in a nutshell explains the parable of the prodigal son. It is all about mercy, kindness and giving a second chance 
to people who made mistakes or did wrong to others. The father treated kindly his prodigal son who broke away from the 
family. He treated him as if he had never been away and never wronged him. Today’s parable was addressed to the “insiders” 
– the grumbling and complaining Pharisees and scribes, who did not like the way Jesus was accepting the “outsiders” (the 
“tax collectors and sinners”). Let us now look at the whole parable. Pay attention to the son’s radical departure from his 
father. When he asks for his inheritance, he isn't just asking for a big chunk of money, he is in effect saying to his father: 
"I'm treating you as if you're dead. And I want to get now what I'm supposed to receive after you're dead." His younger son 
asks for his share of the inheritance, he gets it, squanders it all, and then returns wretched and suffering to ask his father's 
pardon. The elder brother was not only very displeased that their father welcomed his younger brother but also lavishly 
threw a party for him. For what and why? Simply, he does not believe his younger brother deserves to be part of them 
anymore, let alone welcoming him with a lavish party. This does not make any sense to him. 
 

When we encounter this story, we usually approach it from the point of view of the son. Ultimately it is a story of 
a father’s unconditional forgiveness and love. It is a lesson in how far our heavenly Father is willing to go for us. The way 
the younger son separated from the father is how we are sometimes separated from God. God runs to us, even when we are 
far away, when he sees we want to come home. Our Lord continues to call us to be merciful and to be forgiving, even loving 
the enemies and lifting up our persecutors in prayers.  In the book "Greatest Forgiveness Brings Inner Peace, True 
Freedom, and Joy"  Zhi Gang Sha, Cynthia Deveraux and David Lusc states: "When we cannot forgive—or cannot be 
forgiven—we live in pain, anger, depression, anxiety, and other destructive emotions. An inability to forgive can also lead 
to physical illness. Forgiveness frees us to lead a healthy, joyful, peaceful, and vibrant life."  

 

 What Christ is telling us is that mercy and forgiveness are not just something that God bestows on us. They are gifts 
we are called to bestow on one another. That means: Forgive those who have hurt us or insulted us or done us wrong. 
Honor and respect those who are contrite. It means: Run to meet those who are wounded, and ashamed, and hurt, and who 
want to come home. Open your arms to someone who wants to start over. It means: Know the value of the second chance 
and be willing to give it to one another. We live in a merciless and unforgiving age. We live in a world consumed by 
cynicism, fear and anger. We are a culture more comfortable mocking and bullying. It happens in the schoolyard, in social 
media, on cable television. Our Lord calls us to be better than that. We must be open to welcome and accept each other in 
spite of mistakes. It begins with reconciliation—with one another and, most especially, with God. In the second reading of 
today St. Paul puts it so simply in the letter to the Corinthians we just heard: “Be reconciled with God.” Go to confession. 
Heal the wounds of sin that are keeping us from God. Begin the journey home. God wants to welcome us back. His arms 
are waiting for us. The question is are we willing to take that Father's mercy and forgiveness extended to us and are we 
willing to give that to one another.                                                                                                               - Fr. Abuchi 


