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WEEKEND	MASSES 

Saturday .................................................................. 5:00 pm  

Sunday ............................................. 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
 
 
DAILY	MASSES	
Monday-Saturday ................... 8:30 am (except Wednesday) 

Wednesday .............................................................. 7:00 pm  

Holy Days ............................................ 8:30 am & 7:00 pm  
 
 
EUCHARISTIC	ADORATION		
Monday ................................................ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 
 
SACRAMENT	OF	RECONCILIATION	
Saturday ....................................................... 4:15 - 4:45 pm 
 
	
SACRAMENTS	OF	BAPTISM,	MARRIAGE	&	
ANOINTING	OF	THE	SICK		
Please contact the office to arrange. 
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Saturday, August 13 
EZ 18:1-10, 13B, 30-32 / MT 19:13-15 
8:30	am					Rick Allen                                      by Anonymous 
5:00	pm    Richard Caccavale                      by Ida Odorizzi 
 
 
Sunday, August 14 
JER 38:4-6, 8-10 / HEB 12:1-4 / LK 12:49-53 
7:30 am     Santo Marchese                           by Parish Staff  
9:00 am     Peggy Streeter                              by Parish Staff 
11:00 am   Anna Lukasiuk                     by Lukasiuk Family 
                       Leo McHale, Sr.                   by Maureen McHale 
 
 
Monday, August 15 – Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary  
RV 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB / 1 COR 15:20-27 / LK 1:39-56 
8:30 am    Josephine Barile         by Dcn. Tony & Beth Barile      
                     Birthday Blessings for Elaine Shultz 
                                                      by Tom & Darlene Scarince      
 
 
Tuesday, August 16  
EZ 28:1-10 / MT 19:23-30 
8:30 am   Carmine Curulli                     by Mazzola Family  
  
 
Wednesday, August 17 
EZ 34:1-11 / MT 20:1-16 
7:00 pm    Edward Burns                          by Lisa Cangelosi   
 
 
Thursday, August 18 
EZ 36:23-28 / MT 22:1-14 
8:30 am     Barbra Froetscher 
                                             by Mary Ann & Martin Chapkosky   
 
 
Friday, August 19 
EZ 37:1-14 / MT 22:34-40 
8:30 am     John Murphy    by Tommy & Pauline Schoonover  
 
 
Saturday, August 20 – Memorial of Saint Bernard, 
Abbot and Doctor of the Church 
EZ 43:1-7AB / MT 23:1-12 
8:30	am					Francis X. Mickley                   by Lisa Cangelosi 
5:00	pm    Richard “Rick” Allen            by Maureen McHale 
                     James Williams, Sr.                       by Parish Staff 
 
 
Sunday, August 21 
IS 66:18-21 / HEB 12:5-7, 11-13 / LK 13:22-30 
7:30 am     Fr. Angelus Croce                      by Carol Becker  
9:00 am     Robert H. Schoonover                             
                                               by Tommy & Pauline Schoonover 
11:00 am   Robert Graham           by Allen & Dobbs Family 
 

 
 

Please Remember To Pray For The Following: 
 

Colleen Apter, Ted Cassera, Matt 
Chapkosky, Stephanie Cuomo, John, 
Emma Finnegan, Jason, Patricia 
Johnson, Bruce Konar, Susanne 
Martone, Mike Maldonado, Deacon Ed 

Muller, Yvette Murphy, Fr. Peter Oddo, Madelyn 
Patton, Don Poling, Rosemary Sciascia, George 
Shammas, Stephanie, Charles Sullivan, Dannielle 
Tompson, Thomas Trogani, Constance Van Hoven, 
James Welden 
 

                                                                                 
This Week the  

SanctuaryLamp Burns for  
 Carmine Curulli 

 
 

A GOOD STEWARD 
 
 

      August 7  -------------------------------- $ 2,843.00 
            Online Giving ---------------------- $   675.00 
  

 
This week the second collection will be for 

Diocesan Assessment 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 

WOMEN AND MEN OF THE ARMED FORCES 
 
We ask God the Father, through the intercession of St. 
Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and 
women in our Armed Forces. May they be brought back 
safely to those whom they love. 

 
Scripture Message August 14, 2022 

 

We don't expect to hear such difficult words from 
Jesus in the Gospel. But it is good to be reminded 

once in a while that the decision to do the right 
thing, the good thing, is not always easy and 

without conflict. Jesus himself did not make easy 
decisions and avoid conflict. In today's reading, he 
reminds his followers to be prepared for difficult 

decisions and conflict as well. 
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MASS Requests 
The forms for Mass requests are available for 
people who are unable to call, e-mail or come to the 
office. 
 

Registration is now open for the 2022-2023 Religious 
Education Program.  Forms are available on our website or 
contact Dan Salvatore, our Coordinator of Religious 
Education. 
 

Why should your child/grandchild attend?  The office of 
Education, Evangelization & Catechesis of the Archdiocese 
of Hartford has summed up CCD classes as follows: 
 

Religious Ed teaches the same concepts and values as Mass 
but in a fun way that the very young can understand. These 
classes engage students thru song, books and games all while 
reinforcing religious truths. 
 

On a social level, attending CCD classes help children make 
friends in an atmosphere of positivity and love.  The classes 
become mini-communities where students can ask questions 
and discuss their beliefs with like-minded peers. They’ll 
come to understand that they are a part of a much larger 
congregation that is equally as loving and supportive. 
 

On a higher level, Religious Education jumpstarts young 
children’s connection with God.  Kids are generally more 
receptive than adults, and if a bond with God is established 
and a Catholic identity is formed early, they are both likely to 
last a lifetime. Lastly, Religious Ed classes promote the same 
feelings of well-being, peace, and hope as well as desire for 
good behavior that you experience when you attend Mass. 
*Kindly register your child as soon as possible for 
planning purposes. 
 
 

HELP WANTED! CCD CATECHISTS NEEDED 
Share your faith with our children 

 

CCD Catechists are needed for the 2022/2023 CCD 
year.  This is a wonderful way to help our children 
understand their faith.  Any Confirmed and practicing 
Catholic is eligible and training will be provided.  All 
the work is outlined in the teacher’s manual.  It is a 
worthwhile endeavor and the children appreciate it.   
 

Substitutes are needed when teachers are unavailable as 
well!!  Please contact Dan Salvatore at the CCD office 
973-579-2355.  *** CCD Catechists pay NO Tuition for 
their own children in the program. *** 
 

Sponsor Certificates:  Letters of recommendation for 
sponsors of the Sacraments can be issued only to active 
registered members of the parish who are receiving the 
Sacraments on a regular basis. 

 

 
 

Mass Intentions              Today’s Date:____________ 
 

I would like to have a Mass said for: 
 

1) ____ The Intentions of: 
________________________            or 

2) ____ For healing and blessings 
for:___________________________________ 
(suggested stipend: $10)            [name(s) of living person(s)] 
 

OR 
 

The repose of the soul(s) of: ________________ 
_______________________________________ 
                                      [name(s) of the deceased] 

 

Requested by: ____________________________ 
 
 

(Monday – Saturday) 
 8:30 am __________________________________ 

 

(Wednesday) 
7:00 pm __________________________________ 

 

(Sunday) 
7:30 am __________________________________ 
9:00 am ___________________________________ 

11:00 am __________________________________ 
Phone number______________________________ 

 

*Place in the Collection Basket with your offering 
Use this form ONLY if you’re unable to come to the 

office. 
 

SACRAMENTAL NEEDS 
Sacrament of Anointing: Please call the parish priest as 
soon as there is any serious illness. 
Ministry to the Sick: Please call the parish office for a 
priest visit to the physically handicapped, aged, 
hospitalized, sick and shut in. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is celebrated individually every Saturday 
afternoon at 4:15pm or by individual appointment with 
Fr. Abuchi at any time. 
Baptisms:  Parents may contact the parish before or after 
their child's birth.  The Sacrament of Baptism is 
celebrated every Sunday at the 11 am Mass or after. 
We also accommodate other days. You will be invited to 
attend a Pre-Baptismal session either before or after the 
birth of your child. 
Sacramental Marriage ~ The couple should contact the 
office several months before the desired date for the 
marriage to insure proper preparation for this 
Sacrament. Those who are civilly married may also 
contact the priest to help them convalidate their marriage 
in the Church. 
 



	

August 14, 2022                                                                   20th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
 

 
 

Why is August dedicated to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary? 
 

In the Catholic Church there grew 
over time specific “devotions” 
that were assigned to each month 
of the year. The month of June 

became associated with the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
because the feast of the Sacred Heart always falls 
within that month. 
 

August became known as a month dedicated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, but currently it is difficult 
to know why this is the case. There exists no 
particular feast and the main celebration in August is 
the Assumption of the Virgin Mary on August 15. 
 

The reason why August became associated with the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary is because of World War 
II and the devotion of Pope Pius XII to Our Lady of 
Fatima. 
 

The world was in turmoil in the 1940s and in 1942, 
Pope Pius XII responded to the requests of Our Lady 
of Fatima and consecrated the world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary on October 31, 1942. 
 

When the war continued, Pius XII again turned to the 
Immaculate Heart. 
 

On May 4, 1944, Pope Pius XII established the feast 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on August 22, the 
octave day of the feast of the Assumption. He did so 
that by her intercession may be obtained “peace 
among nations, freedom for the Church, the 
conversion of sinners, the love of purity and the 
practice of virtue.” 
 

This remained the day dedicated to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary up until after the Second Vatican 
Council. 
 

After the revision of the General Calendar, Pope Paul 
VI decided to switch the feasts of the Immaculate 
Heart and the Queenship of Mary. The feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary was joined to the feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus (celebrated on the Saturday 
following the feast of the Sacred Heart, typically in 
June) and the Queenship of Mary was moved to 
August 22. This was in part to recognize the fact that 
Mary’s queenship is closely connected to that of 
her Assumption into heaven. 
 

Even after the switching of the feasts, many Catholics 
continued to celebrate August as a month dedicated to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, as they felt her 
message at Fatima needed to be heard in a more 
extended way. 
 

This designation of August is not an “official” 
spiritual theme decreed by the Catholic hierarchy, but 
simply an historical development that grew out of 
World War II and the message of Our Lady of Fatima. 
 
 

For Little Children 
Dear Lord, when on earth you dearly loved little 
children.  We ask now that you preserve and protect our 
little ones in these days when so many influences 
endanger their innocence; and when advocates of 
perversion seek to enter even the kindergarten to defile 
their hearts and minds.  Give us good teachers who will 
counsel and guide them so they will come through this 
period of their lives unscathed and in friendship with 
you and all that is good and wholesome. Amen   
                                                   -- F.E. Callaghan 
 

Come and spend some time with me  
Adoration Every Monday 9am-12pm 

 

This is a personal invitation to you from Jesus. Jesus 
waits for us in this sacrament of love. If Jesus were 
actually visible in church, everyone would run to 
welcome Him, but He remains hidden in the Sacred 
Host under the appearance of bread, because He is 
calling us to faith, that we many come to Him in 
humility. 
 

"The Blessed Sacrament is the ‘Living Heart’ of each 
of our churches and it is our very sweet duty to honor 
and adore the Blessed Host, which our eyes see, the 
Incarnate Word, whom they cannot see." (Pope Paul 
VI, Credo of the People of God) 
 

Just as you can’t be exposed to the sun without 
receiving its rays, neither can you come to Jesus 
exposed in the Blessed Sacrament without receiving 
the divine rays of His grace, His love, His peace. 
 

Catholic in Recovery 
Has your faith walk with Jesus been impaired due to 
your or another’s behavior, compulsion or addiction?  
Do you have trouble letting go of vices that keep you 
from focusing on God?  These actions inhibit our 
freedom, making us less able to follow God’s will.  12 
step Recovery is about addressing these addictions, 
compulsions and attachments that lead us away from 
our God-given identity as His children. 
 

If any of the above pertains to you, please join us.  In-
person anonymous meetings Monday evenings 6:30-
7:30pm Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, 209S, 
Route 206, Branchville. 
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 In this modern age his teachings are opposed and sometimes drags the adherents to the pit 
 

    The central theme of today’s readings is that we should passionately and courageously live out 
our religious convictions and principles in our lives, as Jeremiah, Paul, and Jesus did, even if doing so 
should result in our martyrdom and turn society upside down.  If no one is ever offended by the quality of 
our commitment to Christ, that commitment may not be authentic, and if our individual and communal 

living of the Good News casts no fire and causes no division, then perhaps we are practicing “inoffensive Christianity.” It 
is worth remembering that living out gospel values may bring so much hostility and rejection to the extent the opposers to 
those values may cast us into the pits. But the question is can we maintain faith in God, even when life is the pits? 
 

             In the first reading, Jeremiah is presented as experiencing the consequences of the burning word of God within 
him. The prophet Jeremiah preached in Jerusalem for over fifty years, during some of the very worst decades of the 
nation’s history.  It was an unpleasant calling at an unpleasant time, and most of Jeremiah’s messages were unpleasant to 
hear.  When the nation appeared safe and prosperous, Jeremiah predicted an impending doom.  And when the armies of 
the Babylonians were at the gates laying siege to the city, Jeremiah was still preaching destruction and judgment instead 
of hope and rescue. Needless to say, Jeremiah was not popular.   He showed the courage of his prophetic conviction by 
telling King Zedekiah that the Lord God said he had to surrender to the mighty army of Babylonian empire to save Israel. 
Thus, Jeremiah’s preaching divided the city and incited opposition. Tensions were high, food was scarce, morale was 
low.  And still Jeremiah kept preaching in the streets, calling the people to recognize that God was sending this calamity 
upon them because of their sins, foretelling the eventual fall of the city.  Finally, the leaders and the army defending the 
city had enough. Jeremiah was no longer just a nuisance; he had become a traitor, and a threat to the public good.  “So, the 
powers protecting the status quo sought his death. Eventually they threw the prophet in a deep pit. He was not sentenced 
to this pit to serve out a jail sentence.  There was no food in that pit, and no facilities, and no jailer to check on him. He 
was unjustly accused, denied a fair and just trial, and left for dead in a pile of mud at the bottom of dark pit.”  Luckily by 
the efforts and pleading of Ebed-melech, Jeremiah was freed.  
 

           But while in the pit did Jeremiah doubt his call, or wonder why God would allow such a death to someone just trying 
to be obedient? Did he wonder if he had been wrong, and his enemies right about him, that maybe he had misunderstood 
God’s call, and perhaps it was God who had turned on him too?  We do not know for sure what thoughts went through 
Jeremiah’s head while he was in that dark place. We might wonder why an innocent person should suffer for preaching the 
word of God and be thrown into the pit. In fact, when you are in the pits, it is normal to pray with clenched teeth or clenched 
fists, to feel betrayed or cheated by life, or even by God.  Jeremiah felt all those things at times. You may too.  
 

           Why will you be opposed or thrown into the pit for doing God's will? The gospel of Luke gives us the answer with 
the words of Jesus that clearly spells that his presence and his words will bring division and hatred among the people. "I 
have come to set the world on fire", he said. Fire in the world? "What if a purifying fire is precisely the remedy to remove 
the dross, dirt and degradation that has polluted the hearts and minds of the faithful?" These words of Jesus illustrate the 
opposition that will accompany his followers who live by Jesus' teaching. In his message he describes his ministry, and the 
impending suffering he would endure on the cross, in language that seems awfully dark.  What was this talk about setting a 
fire to blaze, and the division he would provoke between families and friends?  And what was this baptism that caused him 
such anguish?  The disciples must have been as shocked and puzzled as we are. Many times Jesus was gentle and consoling, 
a healer and reconciler.  But on this occasion his words were alarming and disruptive, and his mood was somber and 
foreboding.  Because when he uttered these words Jesus was on his way to a cross, not a coronation. He could already feel 
the sides of the pit closing in on him.  And even though he was the Divine Son of God, he was still human too.  No one, not 
even Jesus, looks forward to life in the pit, the time of betrayal and suffering, when you can even feel God-forsaken at 
times.   
 

               Sometimes we may feel forsaken by God. Jesus also felt God-forsaken while hanging on the cross but God was 
still there. Yes, in the midst of our suffering or darkness, sometimes God sends a rope to rescue us from the pit, like the 
servant who interceded with the king to save Jeremiah from cistern, or the fish that swallowed Jonah when he was going 
down for the last time, or the ram in the thicket that replaced Isaac on the altar of sacrifice.  But sometimes, as it was with 
Jesus on the cross, the rescue of God comes as God joins us in the pit and holds us tight to the very end, even if we cannot 
feel His embrace for the pain. May we remember to trust in that God whom we have placed our trust in and never back 
down to live out his teachings even when it brings opposition or hatred or takes us to the pit. "They will fight against you, 
but they will not ultimately prevail over you, for I am with you always to protect you and deliver you,” says the LORD 
(Jeremiah 1:19). May the Lord look kindly upon you to rescue you and deliver you in the moment of darkness. 
 
                                                                                                                                                 – Fr. Abuchi 


