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Saturday, December 3 – Memorial of Saint Francis 
Xavier, Priest 
IS 30:19-21, 23-26 / MT 9:35—10:1, 5A, 6-8 
8:30	am					Frank Roehrig, Sr.                         by Parish Staff  
5:00	pm    James T. Williams, Sr.              by Lisa Cangelosi 
                  Rosalyn Williams                        by Cassie Liobe   
 

Sunday, December 4 
IS 11:1-10 / ROM 15:4-9 / MT 3:1-12  
7:30 am     Deceased Members of the Muller & Weisser 
                    Families                  by Dcn. Ed & Mary Lou Muller      
 9:00 am    Intentions of Maria Curulli 
                                                                        by Mazzola Family  
11:00 am    Nancy Brenner                           by Knas Family 
                   Wayne & Doris Rowe             by Jolyne Valeich 
 

Monday, December 5 
IS 35:1-10 / LK 5:17-26 
8:30 am    Pauline Sleinbach                      by Christi Sleinbach  
 

Tuesday, December 6 
IS 40:1-11 / MT 18:12-14 
8:30 am     In Memory of Justina Muller          
                                                            by Dcn. Ed & Mary Lou Muller    
                                                       

Wednesday, December 7 – Memorial of Saint 
Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
IS 40:25-31 / MT 11:28-30 
7:00 pm     Intentions and Blessings of Marina Veliz                      
                                                                                                     by Rose Veliz     
  

Thursday, December 8 – Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
GN 3:9-15, 20 / EPH 1:3-6, 11-12 / LK 1:26-38 
8:30 am     For The Healing of All the Sick 
                                                                              by C. Tirado 
7:00 pm     Victor, Sr. & Dean Paternostro     by Parish Staff  
 

Friday, December 9 
IS 48:17-19 / MT 11:16-19 
8:30 am     For Healing & Blessing of Birute Rusinko 
                                                                          by Cassie Liobe  
 

Saturday, December 10 
SIR 48:1-4, 9-11 / MT 17:9A, 10-13 
8:30	am					Kasey Baldonado and  
                  Marcelino Martinez Gomez  
                                                                  by Adriana Martinezz  
5:00	pm    Rosalyn Williams              
                                        by Knights of Columbus Council 9920 
                  Bill Holligan                    by John & Katrina Prior    
      

Sunday, December 11 
IS 35:1-6A, 10 / JAS 5:7-10 / MT 11:2-11  
7:30 am     Stephen & Madeline Swiss                 by Family      
 9:00 am    Michael “Eddie” Suprick, Sr. 
                                                           by Tom & Darlene Scarince  
11:00 am    Cornelia Shea-Sheppard            by Parish Staff 
                   Elizabeth Ann Lacovara 4th Anniversary           
                    of passing                                              by JMLF 

Please Remember To Pray For The Following: 
 

Colleen Apter, Ted Cassera, Matt 
Chapkosky, Stephanie Cuomo, John, 
Emma Finnegan, Denise Holloway, 
Jason, Patricia Johnson, Bruce Konar,  
Mike Maldonado, Ellen Mathesen, 

Susanne Martone, Deacon Ed Muller, Yvette 
Murphy, Fr. Peter Oddo, Madelyn Patton, Linda 
Perotti, Don Poling, Rosemary Sciascia,  
Birute Rusinko, George Shammas, Stephanie, 
Charles Sullivan, Dannielle Tompson, Thomas 
Trogani, Constance Van Hoven, James Welden 
 

                                                                                 
This Week the 

Sanctuary Lamp Burns For 
Josephine Barile 

 
 

A GOOD STEWARD 
 
  Thanksgiving  -------------------------------- $  285.00 
  November 27 -------------------------------  $ 2,682.00 
      Online Giving  ----------------------------  $  440.00 
   

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

*This week’s 2nd collection is for  
Diocesan Assessment and next week’s for  

Retired Religious Fund 
 

 
WOMEN AND MEN OF THE ARMED FORCES 
 

We ask God the Father, through the intercession of St. 
Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and 
women in our Armed Forces. May they be brought back 
safely to those whom they love. 

 
 
 
 

 

Scripture Message December 4, 2022 
In this week's Gospel Reading and next week's, our 

Advent preparation for Christmas invites us to consider 
John the Baptist and his relationship to Jesus. John's 

preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of 
the Advent season. As John's message prepared the way 

for Jesus in the first century, we, too, are called to 
prepare ourselves for Jesus' coming. We respond to 
John's message by our repentance and reform of our 

lives. We are also called to be prophets of Christ, who 
announce by our lives, as John did, the coming of the 

Lord. 
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GIVING TREE 
         **Just a reminder!** 
Please return wrapped gifts no later than 
Sunday, December 18th with the tags 
securely attached to the gift.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 

 

Tickets available now! 
Drawing Sunday December 18 after 11am 
Mass. Stop by the hall and take a look! 
 

The Four Weeks of Advent 
 

Week 2: Preparation (or waiting or prophecy) 
 

The four Sundays of Advent each have a 
specific theme or focus. The purpose of each 
theme is to spend time reflecting on the true 

meaning of the season - the life of Jesus Christ. The 
goal should be to come before God with a sincere 
heart and to worship Jesus Christ. To help the 
observation of these weeks, many churches led their 
congregation through Advent Readings. This 
tradition includes the reading of Scriptures that 
reflect the theme of each week. Whether in a 
traditional church or at home with your family, 
these Bible verses are a great way to reflect on the 
promise of the Messiah both yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow. 
 

Isaiah 40:3-5: 
“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare 
the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised 
up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a 
plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all people will see it together. For the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.’” 
 
“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier 
than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the 
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” — St. John the Baptist 
 
 

 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a 

time to celebrate the great joy of God’s gift 
to humanity in Mary, and to recognize with 
greater clarity, the truth that each and every 
human being has been created by God to 
fulfill a particular mission that he and only 

he can fulfill. 
 

“The word of the Lord came to me thus: "Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were 
born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I 
appointed you." (Jeremiah 1:5-6) 
 

**Thursday, December 8th, the Church celebrates the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This is a Holy Day of 
Obligation. Masses will be celebrated at 8:30am and 
7:00pm.** 
 

 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal 2022 
“One Body In Christ” 

With the year coming to an end, many people look to 
make a final year-end charitable contribution that has 
a significant impact.  Please consider the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal which helps so many of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  In fact, tens of 
thousands of people are supported each year by the 
work of our Diocese with assistance from the Appeal.  
All of us can play a part in the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal – as either a contributor to the cause or as a 
recipient of its mission – and all are blessed as a 
result.  Please make the Diocesan Ministries Appeal a 
priority in your year-end philanthropy.  Gifts can be 
made by check, credit cards, through gifts of securities 
or online at www.2022appeal.org. May God Bless you 
for your generosity! 
 

 
Saint Paul’s Abbey  

289 Route 206 - Newton 
Saint Paul’s Abbey has 
thousands of Christmas trees ready to choose ‘n’ cut 
7 days a week November 26th to December 20th  
from 10am to 3:30pm. They also have the Abbey 
Gift Shop with many items that make ideal  
Christmas gifts, including books, statues, jewelry 
and more. 
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The Individual Parts of the Mass  
 

Penitential rite (I Confess…, Lord Have Mercy) 
 

Acknowledging our sins, praying for healing and 
forgiveness. So, in this ritual action, we recall our 
sins, both individual and communal; we stand in 
humble silence together to implore God's mercy; and 
we place our trust in that all abiding mercy. The 
Church, which is holy and at the same time a 
community of sinners, is conscious that her members 
need a continuous conversion to ask God’s 
forgiveness and to worthily participate in the sacred 
mysteries. This explains how from the very beginning 
public repentance of one’s sin was necessary before 
the Eucharistic celebration so that the sacrifice be 
pleasing to God. The Penitential Rite is a concrete 
expression of this reality by the minister and the 
faithful, who humbly recognize their sins. They repent 
and implore God’s mercy so that they may participate 
fruitfully in the sacred mysteries. 
 

Pope Francis stressed the importance of the penitential 
act that is carried out at the beginning of the Mass and 
said it's fundamental to appropriately experiencing the 
celebration. He urged Catholics to be conscious of 
their own sins and ask for God's forgiveness, with 
humility and sincerity, to be able to participate in the 
Mass. 
 

Dear	brothers	and	sisters:	
 

In our catechesis on the Holy Eucharist, today we 
consider the penitential rite. To prepare ourselves to 
celebrate worthily the sacred mysteries, we 
acknowledge, before God and our brothers and sisters, 
that we have sinned. Significantly, we make this 
confession as a community, yet in the Confiteor each 
of us speaks personally: “I confess... that I have 
sinned.” Like the humble publican in Jesus’ parable, 
we strike our breast and recognize that we are 
unworthy of the gift of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
We then beg the intercession of Our Lady and all the 
angels and saints to sustain us on the path of holiness 
and conversion. The priest then pronounces the 
absolution – “May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life”. 
Unlike the absolution granted in confession, this does 
not remit mortal sin, yet it expresses our trust in God’s 
promise of forgiveness and reconciliation. We thus 
join the great line of biblical figures – like David, the	
Prodigal Son and Saint Peter – who, conscious of their 
sin, acknowledged it before God with confidence in 
the transforming power of his grace. 
 

The Kyrie, Eleison (Lord Have Mercy) 
 

After the Penitential Act, the Kyrie, eleison (Lord, 
have mercy), is always begun, unless it has already 
been part of the Penitential Act. Since it is a chant by 
which the faithful acclaim the Lord and implore his 
mercy, it is usually executed by everyone, that is to 
say, with the people and the choir or cantor taking part 
in it. 
 

The Collect (Let Us Pray-Opening Prayer) 
 

Next the Priest calls upon the people to pray and 
everybody, together with the Priest, observes a brief 
silence so that they may become aware of being in 
God’s presence and may call to mind their intentions. 
Then the Priest pronounces the prayer usually called 
the “Collect” and through which the character of the 
celebration finds expression. By an ancient tradition 
of the Church, the Collect prayer is usually addressed 
to God the Father, through Christ, in the Holy Spirit, 
and is concluded with a Trinitarian ending. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

The main part of the Liturgy of the Word is made up 
of the readings from Sacred Scripture together with 
the chants occurring between them. As for the 
Homily, the Profession of Faith, and the Universal 
Prayer, they develop and conclude it. For in the 
readings, as explained by the Homily, God speaks to 
his people,[  opening up to them the mystery of 
redemption and salvation, and offering spiritual 
nourishment; and Christ himself is present through his 
word in the midst of the faithful. By silence and by 
singing, the people make this divine word their own, 
and affirm their adherence to it by means of the 
Profession of Faith; finally, having been nourished by 
the divine word, the people pour out their petitions by 
means of the Universal Prayer for the needs of the 
whole Church and for the salvation of the whole 
world. 
Dei (Lamb of God) unless the Diocesan Bishop 
determines otherwise. 
 

Silence 
 

The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a 
way as to favor meditation, and so any kind of haste 
such as hinders recollection is clearly to be avoided. 
In the course of it, brief periods of silence are also 
appropriate, accommodated to the assembled 
congregation; by means of these, under the action of 
the Holy Spirit, the Word of God may be grasped by 
the heart and a response through prayer may be 
prepared. It may be appropriate to observe such 
periods of silence, for example, before the Liturgy of 
the Word itself begins, after the First and Second 
Reading, and lastly at the conclusion of the Homily.  
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How Can I prepare the way of the Lord? 
 

Many years ago, a man was shocked to read his own obituary in the daily newspaper. As 
can be surmised, his death had been mistakenly reported. But what shocked him most was how 

the obituary had described him: as someone who had devoted his life to making weapons of war and destruction. 
That very morning, he resolved to concentrate his energies and God-given talents in a new direction: to work for 
world peace and the improvement of conditions around the world in the best interest of one and all in our global 
family. Later, the wise and resolute individual became the founder of the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize. -Alfred 
Nobel! –Advent is the time for us to change from our selfishness. It is time for conversion and a time for 
repentance as the gospel tells us today. Let us now look briefly at the readings 
 

The First Reading, taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, is a Messianic prophecy.  It is the third 
oracle of Isiah given as a prediction of the first coming of Jesus, the Messiah. Isaiah prophesies how God will 
raise up a Messianic King centuries after King David’s throne has been overthrown and vacant for centuries 
because David’s successors have not been loyal to their God. “Behold a virgin will conceive and bear a son and 
shall call him, Emmanuel, for God is with us.” Through this oracle of Isiah, God promises that He will raise up a 
new king from the stump of Jesse, the father of King David.  The reading also portrays this Messianic Kingdom 
as a return to the perfect harmony of Paradise. The Spirit will enable men to create a world in which “the wolf 
shall be the guest of the lamb, and a leopard shall lie down with the young goat.” 
 

In today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 72), the Psalmist pictures this King, the Messiah, as one who will show 
compassion to the poor, the lowly, and the afflicted. In the second reading, Paul is praying for the Jewish 
Christians of Rome and instructing them to draw endurance and encouragement from the Old Testament books. 
They are to live in harmony with Gentile Christians, accepting them as equals — brothers and sisters — while 
they wait for the second coming of Jesus. In today’s Gospel, John the Baptizer urges the Pharisees and Sadducees 
seeking his baptism to give evidence that they mean to reform their lives so as to recognize and accept the 
promised Messiah.  Therefore, John challenges them to repentance, conversion, and renewal.   
 
            He advises the people about getting ready for Christ. Thus, he says, "Prepare the way of the Lord." In truth 
Christ doesn’t care if the halls are decked or the stockings are hung. He’s not listening to hear what carols are 
playing on rotation in the mall. He wants nothing more than to dwell in our hearts. But we make the path to our 
hearts so confusing sometimes – with detours of self-delusion or pride or pettiness or sin. "The scripture calls on 
us to make those paths straight. Smooth out the rough spots. Level the mountains, the obstacles.  Fill in the valleys 
that are empty, hollow, devoid of life." "Look more deeply into what this season is about. It is about warmth in a 
time of cold, light in a period of darkness. It is about salvation that came to us as a child—and that will come 
again at the end of time as the king of glory. Advent calls on us to be ready for that. 
 
 It calls us to pray more intently. To hope more fervently. To love more generously. And sharing our 
blessings and our love with others selflessly. It is giving up our pride and selfishness like Alfred Nobel. It is 
breaking down the wall of hatred that divides us. It is about striving always to "make level for mankind the paths 
to peace". In this advent, let us accept the challenge of the German mystic Angelus Silesius “Christ could be born 
a thousand times in Bethlehem – but all in vain until He is born in me.”  He means that Jesus must be reborn in 
our heart, during this season of Advent and every day of our lives, bringing us love, kindness, mercy, forgiveness 
and the spirit of humble service. That is how we prepare the way of the Lord. That is how we make it easier for 
him to enter our hearts. 

 
                                                       – Fr. Abuchi 

 


