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Saturday, March 18 
HOS 6:1-6 / LK 18:9-14 
8:30	am						Frank Roehrig, Sr.                             by Parish Staff	
5:00 pm     Bill Burke                                              by Parish Staff  
 
 
Sunday, March 19 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

1 SM 16:1B, 6-7, 10-13A / EPH 5:8-14 / JN 9:1-41 
7:30 am     Health & Blessing for Deacon Ed Muller                             
                                                                                       by Parish Staff 
9:00 am     Steve Groth                                  by Katerina Perrier 
11:00 am   Barbara Froetscher             by Froetscher Family 
 
 
Monday, March 20 – Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 SM 7:4-5A, 12-14A, 16 / ROM 4:13, 16-18, 22 / MT 1:16, 18-21, 
24A 
8:30 am    Sister Jeanette Szysputowski                        
                                                                                   by Lisa Cangelosi                 
                
 
Tuesday, March 21 
EZ 47:1-9, 12 / JN 5:1-16 
8:30 am     Health & Blessing for Deacon Tony Barile                                   
                                                                                       by Parish Staff  
                                                       
 
Wednesday, March 22 
IS 49:8-15 / JN 5:17-30 
7:00 pm     John Alec Caudill                         by Lisa Cangelosi                      
 
 
Thursday, March 23 
EX 32:7-14 / JN 5:31-47 
8:30 am      Miguel Angel Caicedo  
                                                                by Adrian Martinez Gomez                                                             
 
 
Friday, March 24 
WIS 2:1A, 12-22 / JN 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
8:30 am     Souls in Purgatory                        by Parish Staff  
6:30 pm     Health & Blessing for Eileen Thomas                 
                                                                                      by Parish Staff  
 
 
Saturday, March 25 – Annunciation of the Lord 
IS 7:10-14; 8:10 / HEB 10:4-10 / LK 1:26-38 
8:30	am						Intentions of Monica Condit         by Parish Staff 	
5:00 pm     Fred & Ann McCormack                                
                                                                          by Lester & Pat Zaleski  
 
 
Sunday, March 26 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

EZ 37:12-14 / ROM 8:8-11 / JN 11:1-45 
7:30 am     All Those Serving in the United States Military                            
                                                                                by Sylvester Family  
9:00 am     Health & Blessing for Fr. Peter Oddo                                 
                                                                                        by Parish Staff  
11:00 am   Lorraine Virga                              by Tony Virga 

 

Please Remember To Pray For The Following: 
 

Colleen Apter, Ellen Burroughs, Ted 
Cassera, Matt Chapkosky, Stephanie 
Cuomo, John, Heather Drew, Ryan 
Earley, Ralph Ferrari, Emma Finnegan, 
Denise Holloway, Jason, Patricia 

Johnson, Bruce Konar, Mike Maldonado, Marina, 
Ellen Mathesen, Susanne Martone, Deacon Ed Muller, 
Yvette Murphy, Fr. Peter Oddo, Madelyn Patton, Linda 
Perotti, Don Poling, Terri Remke, Birute Rusinko, 
Rosemary Sciascia, George Shammas, Stephanie, 
Charles Sullivan, Dannielle Tompson, Thomas 
Trogani, Constance Van Hoven, James Welden, Virgina 
Zaleski 
 
                                                                                 

This Week the 
Sanctuary Lamp Burns for  

Felipe Gely 
 

 
A GOOD STEWARD 

      
      March 12 ------------------------------- $ 2,246.00 

    Online Giving  ------------------------ $ 460.00 
      Diocesan Assessment ------------------- $ 504.00 
          Online Giving  ------------------------ $ 105.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 
WOMEN AND MEN OF THE ARMED FORCES 
We ask God the Father, through the intercession of St. 
Michael the Archangel, to protect all the men and 
women in our Armed Forces. May they be brought back 
safely to those whom they love. 
 

Sponsor Certificates/Letter of Eligibility:   
Letters of recommendation for sponsors of the 
Sacraments can be issued only to active registered 
members of the parish who are receiving the 
Sacraments on a regular basis but also who have 
completed their Sacrament of Initiation (Baptism, 
Eucharist and Confirmation). 
 
 

Kyrie, Eleison / Lord Have Mercy 
Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
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Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
 

God chose St. Joseph to be the Spouse of Mary in order 
“to assure fatherly protection for Jesus,” and through the 
angel’s message, God entrusts to St. Joseph “the 
responsibilities of an earthly father with regard to 
Mary’s Son” (“Redemptoris Custos,” nos. 7, 3). As a 
Jewish husband and father, St. Joseph is responsible for 
naming the child. In obedience to the angel, St. Joseph 
names the child Jesus, meaning “God saves,” and in this 
way he accomplishes his role in the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to save his people. St. Joseph, with Mary, raises 
Jesus according to the Law, fulfilling such prescriptions 
as presenting Jesus in the Temple (Lk 2). He protects the 
child and his Mother and is their earthly guardian. In 
short, St. Joseph is the “wise and faithful servant in 
charge of (God’s) household” who watches “like a father 
over (the) Only Begotten Son” (Preface, Solemnity of St. 
Joseph). 
 

We should all strive to imitate his example and virtues 
on a daily basis. He is the “just man” who understands 
that righteousness is not something that we achieve on 
our own but comes from faith, which itself is a gift from 
God (cf. Rom 4). He is God’s faithful servant, obedient 
to his commands and ever faithful, even in times of 
trouble. Finally, in commemorating St. Joseph during 
this sacred season of Lent — no less during such trying 
times in our world — let us keep before us the truth 
manifested in the life of St. Joseph: when God chooses 
you to receive a special grace or to accept a lofty 
vocation, he adorns you with all the gifts of the Spirit 
needed to fulfill the task at hand (cf. Sermon 2 on St. 
Joseph). 
 

Sanctus and Agnus Dei 
 

SANCTUS, Sanctus,              HOLY, holy, holy, Lord 
Sanctus, Dominus Deus         God of Hosts. Heaven  
Sabaoth. Pleni sunt caeli        and earth are full of Thy  
et terra gloria tua. Hosanna    glory. Hosanna in the  
in excelsis. Benedictus qui     highest. Blessed is he  
venit in nomine Domini.        who comes in the name    
Hosanna in excelsis.               of the Lord. Hosanna in   
                                                the highest. 
Please kneel 
 

Latin                                       English 
Agnus Dei, qui tolis               Lamb of God, who  
peccata mundi                        takes away the sins 
miserere nobis. Agnus           of the world, have 
Dei, qui tolis peccata             mercy on us. Lamb of      
mundi, dona nobis                 God who takes away the                                    
pacem.                                   sins of the world, grant 
Please kneel                          us peace. 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE LENTEN FISH DINNER 
 
 

 Lenten Fish Dinner on Friday March 31 
FREE to the parishioners. Starting at 
5pm. It’s our way of thanking everyone 
for all the support you have given to the 

parish.  Please let us know that you will be 
attending the dinner. We need to know so we can 
plan accordingly. Please call Parish Office 
(973)383-3566.  You may also call or text Patricia 
(973-862-7385, speak to Dina or Patricia after 
Mass. Mass & Stations of the Cross start at 
6:30pm.  
 

Come join us as we head into Holy Week for good 
food & fellowship. 
 

Lent 2023 at OLMC 
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 

 

Confession 
Every Monday, February 27 – March 27 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM and at all Parishes in the 
Diocese. 
 

Stations of the Cross Every Friday 
Mass at 6:30 PM followed with Exposition after 
the Mass followed by the Stations of the Cross and ending 
with Benediction Friday evenings during Lent.   

Stations of the Cross 
The Stations of the Cross are a 14-step Catholic 
devotion that commemorates Jesus Christ's last day on 
Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus on 
specific events of His last day, beginning with His 
condemnation. The stations are commonly used as a 
mini pilgrimage as the individual moves from station 
to station. At each station, the individual recalls and 
meditates on a specific event from Christ's last day. 
Specific prayers are recited, then the individual moves 
to the next station until all 14 are complete. 
 

Reflection questions for the 4th Sunday of Lent 
* How does Jesus use for healing what is ordinary 

or even undesirable in my life?  
* How do people react when I tell others about 

Jesus? Does this embolden me or make me 
cautious? 

* In what ways am I spiritually blind? 
 

 

Easter Flower Donations 
We are now accepting donations for Easter 
flowers in memory of a loved one. 

Envelopes can be found in your envelope pack and 
we also have them at the doors of the Church. 
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Fasting 
 

 III – We need  to enlarge our hearts for 
reconciliation. 
 
By receiving the ashes, we confess that we are 
sinners in need of the mercy of God, and we ask 
forgiveness for the various ways in which we have 
hurt our brothers and sisters.    Lent is a time for 
forgiveness and reconciliation.  Let us allow the 
spirit of forgiveness to work its healing influence in 
our parishes and families.  God bless you. 

 
St. John Chrysostom on Fasting 
 
Do you fast? Give me proof of it by your works. 
 
If you see a poor man, be moved to pity for him. 
If you see an enemy, be reconciled to him. 
If you see a friend being honored, do not envy him. 
 
Do not let only your mouth fast, but also the eye 
and the ear and the feet and the hands and all the 
members of your bodies. 
 
Let the hands fast, by being free of avarice and 
greed. 
Let the feet fast, by ceasing to run after sin. 
Let the eyes fast, by disciplining them not to glare 
at that which is sinful. 
Let the ear fast, by not listening to evil talk and 
gossip. 
Let the mouth fast from foul words and unjust 
criticism (slander, calumny, detraction). 
 
For what good is it if we abstain from food, but bite 
and devour our brothers and sisters?” 

 
 

 
Prayer to St. Joseph 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  To you God entrusted his only 
Son;  in you Mary placed her trust;  with you Christ 
became man. 
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  show yourself a father   
and guide us in the path of life.  Obtain for us grace, 
mercy, and courage,  and defend us from every 
evil.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 

Reconciliation  
(continued from last week) 

 

Reconciled to Right Relationship, Called to Heal 
and Restore 
 

We work to repair the harm we have done. 
Reconciliation absolves us of our sin, but it does not repair 
the damage that was caused. We must do what is possible 
to repair the harm. The Catechism provides these 
examples: return stolen goods, restore the reputation of 
someone slandered, and pay compensation for injuries 
(no. 1459). We must work to repair the relationships with 
God and our neighbors that sin has impaired. 
 

We must also consider how we can work to transform the 
structures of sin that threaten human life and dignity. By 
making amends and working to build a more just 
community, we can repair the damage and also restore our 
own spiritual health. 
 

The whole Church community plays a role in 
reconciliation. 
We do not engage in the act of reconciliation alone. While 
the priest is the minister of the Sacrament of Penance, the 
whole Church community participates in the work of 
reconciliation (Ordo Paenitentiae). When we gather each 
Sunday, we call to mind our sins and intercede for one 
another. We hear the Word of God, which challenges us 
to reflect gospel values in our lives and relationships. As 
the Body of Christ, we also challenge one another to live 
lives of holiness, justice, and love. The Church is an 
instrument of conversion, calling all its members to love 
and reconciliation with God and neighbor.  
 

We are called to be forgivers and peacemakers. 
Having received the undeserved gift of forgiveness, we 
are called to extend the same forgiveness and mercy to 
others. We take up the task of being instruments of 
reconciliation in our communities and world, working for 
peace, justice and love. 
 
 

Celebrating Developmental 
Disabilities Arts & Crafts Event 

Please join the Stillwater Township 
Recreation Commission as we celebrate 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, World 
Down Syndrome Day and Autism Awareness Month. 
 

When: Sunday March 19th at 1:00 PM at the 
Stillwater Community Center – 931 Swartswood Road 
 

Residents of all ages and abilities are 
invited to create and 
celebrate. Refreshments 
will be served. 
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Restoration of human sight prompted animosity! Blind to the need for a change of heart 
 

There is a story about a Muslim on a horse who was determined to kill the enemy he was 
pursuing.  In the middle of the chase the call to prayer rang out from a mosque.  Instantly, the Muslim got 
off his horse, unrolled his prayer mat and prayed the set prayers as fast as he could, then got back on his 
horse and continued the chase. —  He had fulfilled the requirements of the law but was blind to what the 
law really required:  namely, a change of heart. This story in a nutshell describes the attitude of Pharisees 

in today's gospel. They follow strictly the sabbath laws but they are blind to the need for a change of heart. They 
adamantly rejected Jesus' love and compassion to the blind man. The readings today teach us God looks into human hearts 
and does not see things the way we see. In order to see as God sees we need to get rid of our spiritual blindness. "The 
ability to see is possible only to the degree we believe and entrust our lives to the light and love of God." Thus, we are 
called to be children of light. Let us now look at the readings. 
 

 By describing the anointing of David as the second king of Israel, the first reading, taken from the First Book of 
Samuel, illustrates how blind we are in our judgments and how much we need God’s help. It also reminds us that those 
whom God involves in His saving plans are not necessarily those whom the world perceives as great. In today’s 
Responsorial Psalm, (Ps 23), one of our favorite Psalm, we celebrate the care of God, who is our light, our Good 
Shepherd, singing, “even though I walk in the dark valley, I fear no evil; for You are at my side with Your rod and Your 
staff that give me courage.”  In the second reading, Paul reminds the Ephesians of their new responsibility as children of 
light: “You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of the light, for light produces every 
kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.” In the gospel, Jesus restores the sight of the blind beggar, thus, he 
validated his message in St Luke's gospel: The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent to proclaim release to captives, and recovery of sight to the blind to set free those who are 
oppressed…” (Luke 4:19). 
 

Today's gospel tells us as Jesus makes his way through the city, he sees this blind man, no doubt pawning a living 
from alms, charity that gives him a pittance on which to live.  Jesus’ disciples tune in to their teacher’s awareness of this 
beggar and ask, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  Like the Samaritan woman at the 
well, their interest is far more theological than salutary. They see not a person in need, but a curiosity to 
deconstruct.  With swift and incisive words, Jesus re-focuses their question with action.  Our Lord spits on the ground, 
makes a gooey paste, and smears it on the man’s eyes, instructing him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. 
 

  Jesus gave to the beggar who was born blind not only his bodily eyesight but also the light of Faith. Jesus 
restoration of the sight of the blind man prompted animosity by the Pharisees against him and to the healed-blind 
beggar.  This story also shows how the stubborn pride and prejudice of the Pharisees prevented them from seeing in the 
humble “Son of Man” the long-expected Messiah, and that made them incapable of recognizing the miracle. The healed 
beggar  begins by identifying Jesus as “a man.” Questioned further by the Pharisees, he declares that the man who healed 
him is a Prophet.  When the parents of the blind man convinced them that their son had been born blind, the Pharisees 
argued that the healer was a “sinner,” because the miracle had been performed on the Sabbath. But the cured man insisted 
that Jesus, his healer, must be a man from God, and they excommunicated him from Temple worship. In truth, the 
Pharisees suffered from spiritual blindness.  They were blind to the Holy Spirit.  They had the externals of religion but 
lacked the spirit of Jesus’ love.  They were also blind to the suffering and pain right before their eyes. They refused to see 
pain and injustice.  There was no compassion in their hearts.  In short, they were truly blind both to the Holy Spirit and to 
the human misery around them. 
 

Although the Pharisees have long since disappeared from history, there are still many among us who are blinded 
by the same pride and prejudice. Spiritual blindness is very common in modern times. We need to allow Jesus to heal our 
spiritual blindness. In real life, we all have blind-spots — in our marriages, our parenting, our work habits, and our 
personalities.  "We often wish   to remain in the dark, preferring darkness to light.  It is even possible for the religious 
people in our day to be like the Pharisees:  religious in worship, in frequenting the Sacraments, in prayer-life, in tithing, 
and in knowledge of the Bible – but blind to the poverty, injustice, and pain around them.  Let us remember, however, that 
Jesus wants to heal our blind spots."  We need to ask Jesus to remove from us the root causes of our blindness, among 
them, self-centeredness, greed, anger, hatred, prejudice, jealousy, addiction to evil habits and hardness of heart. Let us 
pray with the Scottish Bible scholar William Barclay, “God our Father, help us see Christ more clearly, love him more 
dearly and follow him more nearly” day by day. Let us not allow the world and Satan to blind us so that we forget our real 
identity and call – Like St. Paul said, let us remember we are children of light. We have been adopted as God’s chosen 
children; and, consequently, that our role is to become God’s representatives in our community and our world. We are 
called to “stand out” by the way we show love and concern for others. We are called to promote justice and peace, to care 
and love; to set an example of what it means to live according to God’s way.                            – Fr. Abuchi 


