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Encountering the Heart Of God in the Mass

1. Preparing to Open Your Heart 

2. Introductory Rite

3. The Liturgy of the Word

4. Homily, Creed, Intercessions

5. Preparation Of The Gifts

6. Eucharistic Prayer & Communion

7. The Concluding Rite
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How lovely your dwelling, O Lord 

of hosts.

Blessed are those who dwell in 

your house.

They never cease to praise you.

Better one day in your courts than 

a thousand elsewhere. (Psalm 

84:2,5,11)
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Opening Prayer

Lord God, I am filled with the 
knowledge of your unending mercy. 

As I have entered into

your house, I ask you to enter into 
mine that you be near me each day. 

Fill me with your

grace, so that I may open my heart 
again and again to receive your 

mercy. 

Grant that I may be merciful like the 
Father throughout my life.

Let us go forth in the peace of Christ! 

Amen.



St. Patrick Church

Tells the Story of Jesus

Shows His Passion, Death, Resurrection,

and Ascension – THE PASCHAL MYSTERY

Shows what happens at every Mass



St. Patrick Parish

 Origin St. Patrick Parish dates back 1741. Worshiping at a Mass-House

probably on a farm owned by a Catholic family near Codorus Creek.

 Anti-Catholic British laws made public worship impossible. In 1742, Thomas

Penn, proprietor of Pennsylvania, wrote to the land agent of York as follows: “I

desire that no ground may be granted to any Roman Catholics [sic]… they

hold tenets destructive to all others, and I would not have a lot in town (York)

granted to any one of them, even for a private dwelling.”

 In 1776, when the spirit of the times changed with the prospect of

independence, Joseph Schmidt purchased the present site of St. Patrick

Church for the use of the Catholic congregation.

 For over 240 years, Catholics have been gathering at our current site.



St. Patrick Parish

 A stone house on the lot served as a Mass-House until 1810 when a brick church was erected.

• This drawing of South Beaver St. as it was 

about 1815 shows how the Borough of York 

was developing at that time.  

• Our neighbors to the north were small 

wooden houses that would be gradually 

replaced by the brick houses that the Church 

owns today.  

• On the south side, where our parking lot is 

today, was the “Potter’s Field” in which those 

who died without means to purchase a 

gravesite were buried. 

• Further south, where Penn Park is, was the 

York Commons, where those without land 

could allow their cows and horses to graze.



St. Patrick Parish – Old Church
 A stone house on the lot served as a Mass-House until 1810 when a brick church was erected.

1840 Picture



St. Patrick Parish – Current Church
❖ In 1852, the German members separated from this parish and established the parish of Saint Mary’s.

❖ In 1895, the present Church and Rectory were erected. The church was dedicated in 1898.

❖ The church is one of the largest and most beautiful in central Pennsylvania, and was erected at a costs of 

$40,000—a low figure even for those days. 
1907 Postcard



St. Patrick Parish – 1984
1984 Handbook



St. Patrick Parish – Cornerstones 



St. Patrick Parish – 2019



St. Patrick Parish – 2019 Inside



St. Patrick Parish – 2019 Inside


