
Becoming a Dynamic Lector! 

Let me say this first. St. Patrick Parish is truly blessed with excellent lectors. 
Thank all of you for your service. 

1. Pray, Pray, Pray. 

2. Read, read, read. 

3. Use your Workbook including the margin notes. Use the context notes at the 
bottom of the page. 

4. Read the introduction in the beginning in the workbook again and again. 

5. Visit the websites listed for this Ministry. 

6. Pay attention to the punctuation. Commas are guidelines. They isolate ideas in 
the sentence. Don’t put breaks in the reading where they don’t belong. 

Commas are spaces and delineators in the sentence, not the ends of the idea. 
Don’t as a rule drop your voice after a comma. Determine how big the comma is. 
In some cases, commas call for a longer pause such as in a list. Sometime commas 
are just a miniscule pause in the voice to change gears in our voice.  

7. Do not dramatize the readings. Pay attention to your voice inflection to avoid 
unnecessary voice inflections.  

• There are times when dropping your voice is appropriate, but not so often, as 
we might think. Read the passage; make it make sense as you read it aloud. 

•  There are many exultant readings where we should present an uplifting lilt to 
our voice, building to an exuberant climax. 

•  Know where the words are taking you. Is it a happy place? If so then let your 
voice reflect the joy, happiness, glory that the author is presenting; if not, then 
try to determine how best to reflect the mood of the verse. 

• Often times when we let our tone drop, we also drop our volume and the 
listeners lose the last few words of the line, and the meaning. 

8. Finish saying your words. Talk to that little old person in the back of the church 
whose hearing aids aren’t working correctly. T’s and d’s and ing’s are significant. 
Pronounce your diphthongs. The word nothing should sound like nothing and not 
like nuttin. 

9. Prepare, prepare, prepare. 

10. And: The word “A” is pronounced “uh”, not “ay.” A reading according to ...   UH 
reading according to…Ok – this is more a music thing, but it works here too. 

Thank you. 
Phil 


