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Dare To Be More 

BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS (1991-2006) 
FEAST DAY: OCTOBER 12 PATRONAGE: INTERNET 

"Dare to be more because who you are is more important than 
any possession. What good are possessions or appearances? 
You can become what God your Creator knows you are, if only 
you realize that you are called to something greater. Ask the 
help of the Holy Spirit and confidently aim for the great goal of 
holiness. In this way, you will not be a photocopy. You will be 
fully yourself." 

Pope Francis 

An International Exhibition Eucharistic Miracles of the World 
Designed And Created By Blessed Carlo Acutis 

Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991-2006) was an English born Catholic youth and amateur 
computer programmer who is best known for documenting Eucharistic Miracles and 
cataloguing them on his website that he created before his death from leukemia. He most 
likely will be the first saint whose body of work is a union of his devout faith and the 
internet.  

Typical Teen 

Carlo Acutis was born May 3, 1991, in London. Shortly after his birth, his family moved 
back to northern Italy. Carlo grew up in what most people would consider a normal family. 
His parents worked, he went to school, and they lived life in the modern world. Carlo had 
several pets, played soccer, went snow skiing, loved movies, and played video games. 

In June 1998, His life drastically changed as he greatly anticipated his first Communion 
because the Eucharist was the center of his life, and he wanted to fully participate. When 
he was little, he could not pass a church without stopping in to greet Jesus in the 
tabernacle, and that continued into his adolescence.  

Without adoration, without Mass, without prayer, Carlo could not function. He never 
missed Mass because he was completely captivated by the sacrificial lamb on the altar. 
Carlo’s soul burned to tap into this timeless grace. His eucharistic drive was contagious. 

As Carlo grew into his preteen and teenage years, his schedule was chock-full of classes, 
homework, social events, sports practices and games, music, video games, serving in his 
community, Sunday dinners with family, and chores.  

His Mission Begins 

In the early 2000s, the Internet was becoming more popular, and Carlo dove in to master 
this new tool, and he applied his newfound knowledge and skills to updating and building 
new websites for his parish and his school. He saw the Internet as a vessel to draw 
attention to the faith and ultimately to the Eucharist. 

Carlo began investigating eucharistic miracles. These physical phenomena struck his 
heart, and he could not contain his joy. He decided to create an exhibition to virtually 
display different eucharistic miracles for a wide audience. 

He convinced his parents to take their family vacations over two and a half years to the 
sites where eucharistic miracles had taken place. He took along a camera, a camcorder, 
and paper to note every detail of the prayerful spaces. Carlo physically traveled to the 
towns to take his own pictures, record his own experience, and report the stories on the 
plaques.  
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Carlo realized that we are walking with Christ, but we are also walking each other home. 
Carlo’s gait on his path of discipleship was propelled by the Eucharist. Spending time with 
Jesus in the sacrament allowed him an opportunity to pause, to breathe, to listen.  

He possessed a keen awareness that time with Jesus is the only way to receive life. 
Silence and solitude before the host became a sign of life for him. His love for the 
Eucharist, his pilgrimage journey, and his skill for technology merged into a single lane; 
here his mission was born. 

Word got around about Carlo’s website, and he was asked to display physical copies of 
the information and pictures at a church in Rome. From 17 different countries, he 
meticulously organized 142 detailed panels. His love for the Eucharist motivated him to 
capture the miracles in words and images. 

A Life Cut Short 

Carlo fell ill in 2006 amid his exhibition progress, technology projects, high school 
education, and life as a teen. Test results came back as advanced leukemia. Carlo took 
the news with grace by keeping Christ the top priority, and he offered everything up for 
the pope, the Church, and his direct entry into heaven. 

Carlo, despite the pains of cancer, suffered gently. He always thanked those around him 
and kept a positive spirit. Carlo once said, “All people are born as originals, but many 
people die as photocopies.” Carlo retained his originality. 

Even on his final full day on earth, Carlo’s heart belonged to Christ in the Eucharist. Father 
Villa said, “I discovered that he was in love with the real presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist, and I therefore began to better understand.” 

Carlo told his mom, “I am happy to die because I have lived my life without wasting 
a minute on those things which do not, please God.” Death was not feared but was 
rather a welcomed invitation. Carlo died on the morning of October 12, 2006. 

On the Path to Sainthood 

As Carlo’s witness circled the globe, people started to pray for his intercession. Carlo was 
named a Servant of God in November 2016 by the bishop of Milan, Cardinal Angelo 
Scola. He was declared Venerable in July 2018 by Pope Francis, and he was beatified 
on October 10, 2020, just two days before the 14th anniversary of his death. 

Today, the family of Carlo Acutis continues his mission of spreading the joy of the 
Eucharist. Carlo is quoted as saying, “If we get in front of the sun, we get suntans, 
but when we get in front of Jesus in the Eucharist, we become saints.” Blessed 
Carlo Acutis, indeed, is one step closer to becoming a saint. 

Adapted from an article from St. Anthony Messenger – November 2021 

What is a Eucharistic Miracle? - An unexplainable occurrence after transubstantiation, 
such as a host visibly transforming into human tissue, a host surviving fire, a host 
bleeding, or someone living only on the Eucharist. 

We must say that the flesh and blood which appear in the miracles are species or 
appearances, neither more nor less than the species of bread and wine. 

The Lord performs these miracles to give us a sign, easy and visible to all, that in the 
Eucharist there is the true body and true blood of the Lord. 


