
“THE ROCK ON WHICH IT IS BUILT” 
THE CHOSEN Season 1, Episode 4 

Quick Summary: We will see Jesus teach about what it means to be fishers of men 
- and trust that God will take care of us. 

Background: In this emotional episode (with some creative license) some fishermen, who 
can't pay the heavy Roman taxes, are at the end of their ropes. Business is abysmal; and 
Simon’s attempted deal with roman officials has gone badly, and he knows that prison is 
imminent. He and they need help--and then they encounter an itinerant teacher. He tells 
them He will redefine their careers: they will catch no more fish, but men. 

Time/Location: 26 A.D. Capernaum 

Characters: Jesus, Simon, Eden (Simon’s wife) & Andrew, Zebedee and his sons - James 
(the greater) & John, Matthew, Nicodemus, John the Baptist, Quintus, Mary Magdalene 
(in the crowd) 

Scriptural References: 

• Matthew 13:47-52 Matthew 4:18-22 Matthew 3:1-7 

• Luke 8:10, Luke 5:1-11 

• John 1:29-34 (Last Weekend’s 2nd Sunday in OT) 

Today’s Gospel: 

“As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said 
to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets 
and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father 
and followed him.” 
Matthew 4:18-22 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of 
every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets. 
What is bad they throw away.” Matthew 13:47-48 



Luke’s Version of Gospel: 

“While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was 
standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the 
fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. After he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said 
in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your 
command I will lower the nets.” 

When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. 
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and 
filled both boats as they were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at 
the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For 
astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and 
likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said 
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” When they brought 
their boats to the shore, they left everything* and followed him. Luke 5:1-11 

“I will sprinkle clean water over you to make you clean; from all your impurities and from 
all your idols I will cleanse you.” Ezekiel 36:25 

REFLECTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. What is your one BIG question from this episode? What captured your imagination 

most, and what would you ask God about the events portrayed? 

2. “Where is your faith?” Eden asked Simon. Share a time in your life when your lack 
of faith blinded you in seeking God for guidance. 

3. The night at the Sea of Galilee amplified the encounter with Jesus in the morning. 
Have you ever experienced Jesus coming to you after a “dark night” in your life? 

4. Andrew met Jesus through John the Baptist and is confident He is the Messiah. 
What do you think about his longing for Simon to know Jesus? Who is your 
“Simon”? 

5. Jesus told Simon & Andrew, James & John, that they would become fishers of 
men. How does that relate to our call to be missionary disciples? 

6. How did it feel to see Zebedee encourage his sons to follow Jesus? Do you 
encourage your children and family members to follow Jesus? Do you 
encourage the priesthood and/or religious life? 

7. What do you think about Matthew and his reaction to seeing Jesus at the sea? 

8. Why did Nicodemus visit John the Baptist and what information was he seeking? 

9. Share a moment in your life where a miracle happened for you. When you thought 
there was absolutely no way that something would work, but God made it happen. 

Quotable Quotes: 

• (Eden to Simon Peter) “Where is your faith?”  

• (Simon Peter) “Faith isn’t going to get me more fish.” 

• (Eden) “You have not pursued the Lord lately. You’re off to try to fix it again… No 
more talking. Maybe God can get your attention now.” 

Parish Information: 

Parish Website: www.stpatrickyork.org/the-chosen 

Helpful Links: 

To re-watch the video: Episode 4 Link: youtu.be/feQoFbviuWI 

More in depth review and reading: 

www.patheos.com/blogs/filmchat/2020/06/the-chosen-season-one-episode-four.html 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005011-1
https://www.stpatrickyork.org/the-chosen
https://youtu.be/feQoFbviuWI
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/filmchat/2020/06/the-chosen-season-one-episode-four.html

