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JESUIT FATHER WALTER CISZEK: POOR IN SPIRIT
Walter Ciszek was a tough kid growing up in the rugged 
coal country of Shenandoah, Pennsylvania. In the mysterious 
ways of God, he entered the Jesuit novitiate in 1928 and, as 
a novice, offered to go to the Russian missions. 

In 1938, he was sent to Poland and later accompanied work-
ers who were heading into the Soviet Union. He was arrest-
ed on a bogus charge of being a Vatican spy in 1941. 

Kept in solitary confinement for five years and subject to 
endless interrogations, eventually his captors broke his spir-
it, and he signed a confession to avoid immediate execution.

“Do you realize, you stupid American, the seriousness of this 
final procedure? … If you don’t sign those papers, I can sign 
one right here, and you’ll be dead before the sun sets!”

After having prayed for strength, prayed for the conversion of his captors, prayed to be an instrument of God’s 
grace for the Russian people, the tough guy from Pennsylvania coal country had been beaten.

Father Ciszek went back to his cell feeling horrible. He had given in. He felt he had failed the Jesuit order, 
the church and God. But he eventually learned the lessons of poverty of spirit. There had been too much of 
egocentric self, too much of Walter and not enough of Jesus in his life.

His false self, his overly strong guy independent self, underwent a “purging, through purgatory, that left me 
cleansed to the bone. It was a pretty hot furnace … very nearly as hot as hell itself. Yet, thanks be to God … I had 
learned, to the depths of my shaken soul, how totally I depended on (God) for everything even in my survival 
and how foolish had been my reliance on self.”

Father Ciszek survived 23 years in Russia, 15 of those years at hard labor in the Gulag, the horrific Siberian 
labor camps. During those years, he struggled to minister as a priest. He practiced living each day totally de-
pendent on God.
What was God doing through Father Ciszek during all those years of hidden ministry? Preparing him to write 
two books, with the great help of a fellow Jesuit. Out of those trials and stripping of the false self came “He 
Leadeth Me,” a spiritual classic for the ages.

To be poor in spirit is to be in need of God, to desperately desire God’s consolation and aid. Comfortable lives 
mask our need for and our dependence on God. We think we can take care of ourselves. We say “In God we 
trust” on our money, not about our celebration of the Eucharist.

The pandemic revealed to many of us our deep need for community and church. Let’s keep in touch with our 
poverty, our need, for God and one another as we return to a new normal.
 (Cont’d on Pg 5)



Sunday, Feb 6th
7:30        For the People of the Parish
 † Vecchiarello Family by Mary & Bob Simmons
 † Elisabeth Dissler by Franz & Marianne Hubert
9:15 † Sandy Murphy by George &Lois Lipari
 † Giuseppe Scala by Incoronata Scala
10:30    † Joanne Ferraro by Judy and Ralph Ferraro
 † Michael P. Gamba by Ralph P. Gamba
12:15     † Eduardo Lucciola (1st Ann.) by Loretta Lucciola
 † Christine Flacco by Joan Finelli
7:00 † Eugenia and Michael
 † Eugenia, Vlad, and Caz

Monday, Feb 7th
9:00     † Catherine McHugh by Kathie & Pat Robinson
 † Deceased Members of the Scrocco Family by   
               Elena
 
Tuesday, Feb 8th
9:00     † Marie Mongiovi by Angela
 † Richard Bruno by Jean Fitzmaurice

Wednesday, Feb 9th
9:00   † Barbara D’Agostino by The Wecksler Family
 † Gene Sullivan by Jean Fitzmaurice

Thursday, Feb 10th
9:00     † Marie Robertazzi by Robertazzi Family
 † Carol Gould by The McKinley Family  

Friday, Feb 11th
9:00     † Irene Haggart (11th Ann.) by Family
 † Robert Alfano by Frank and Carol Alfano
 
Saturday, Feb 12th
9:00       Intentions to The Blessed Mother (Other) 
 † Leroy and William Lynch by Dolores Lynch
 † Doris M. Haley (10th Ann.) by Family
5:30     † John Mucchiello, Sr. by Annamarie, John &         
   Franchesca
 † Teresa Brown by Christine & Donna Grasso

Sunday, Feb 13th
7:30        For the People of the Parish
 † Benjamin Karpinski by Annmarie Karpinski
 † Elisabeth Dissler by Franz & Marianne Hubert
9:15 † Gloria Valvano by The Valvano Family
 † Dolores DePaolis by Mimi O’Dell
10:30    † Catherine Williams by Family
 † Maureen Lazur by Family
12:15     † Lenny Caputo by Anna Marrano
 † Jim DiPetrillo by Family
7:00 † Aida Garcia by Deborah Bregna
 † Esperanza Iglesias by Deborah Bregna

MASS INTENTIONS

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  
Jan 30th -   $10,966.40
We are very grateful for your weekly contribution to 
St. Rose! Your generosity is vital to meet our expenses 
and continue our many ministries. Please note that 
you can give online by visiting our website, mail your 
envelopes to the rectory office, use our “drop-off” box 
by the office entrance, use one of the donation boxes 
in the church.

SANCTUARY LAMP
For the week are offered for:
Peter Catalano Jr.
Wife & Children

TABERNACLE CANDLES
For the week are offered for:
Frank Custode
Family

FEBRUARY ROSARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Glorious Mysteries: For the children who are prepar-
ing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time.
Sorrowful Mysteries: We pray for the ill, homebound 
and aged that they will know our love and prayers 
surround them.
Joyful Mysteries: For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
our Bishop Kevin and all priests, as they lead us with 
courage.
Luminous Mysteries: For the staff of our parish in 
thanksgiving for their lives of dedicated service to us.    

SCAMMER IS ATTACKING OUR PARISHES
Our parishes are being scammed with special requests 
for money. At times, the scammer uses a bogus email 
address with priest’s name as the sender. Please do 
not reply to any email by sending them money, cred-
it card information, gift cards, etc. unless you are ab-
solutely certain it is legitimate. Do not click on these 
emails. Please forward any suspicious messages to 
technology@patersondiocese.org. All such requests 
seeking funds by email should be verified by contact-
ing the individual who claims to have sent it. Criminals 
often do research and know details that make the 
requests seem authentic.
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FOOD PANTRY
Thank you all for the generous donations. At this time the 
food pantry is in need of rice, water, condiments (mayo, 
mustard, ketchup) snacks for children, baking products, 
crackers, jellies (jams) jarred tomato sauces, canned fruit, 
fruit juices, all household, cleaning products, hand soap, 
shampoo, toothbrushes and all personal products. The 
pantry is open the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month 
from 10-11am. Please check expiration dates.

PARISH CENSUS
Saint Rose of Lima is implementing a Parish Census. 
Please help our Parish to update your records by visiting 
saintroseoflimachurch.org/census. The Parish Census 
needs to be completed by everyone who already is a 
parishioner, who would like to become a parishioner, or 
who participates in our parish life online.

    
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Please hold our young children in prayer as they begin their 
journey to First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.
 
Dates to Remember:   First Reconciliation- February 11.  
Details have been sent home by email.  If you have not 
received an email, please contact Bernadette Caponegro.
(bcaponegro@saintroseoflimachurch.org)

Home Study Unit Three materials are available for 
pick up.  Please refer to your email for full details.

ROSARY FOR LIFE
We invite you to pray with us the “Rosary for Life” on 
the 3rd Saturday of every month at 2pm in the cafete-
ria under the church.

NJ passed a Bill to permit abortion throughout all 9 
months. Please come and pray with us. Save the Date 
- February 19th. Respect Life Committee.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Wives Appreciation Mass - Monday, February 14, 2022 
- St. Rose of Lima Church - 6:30 PM 
- After Mass, Coffee & Cake Refreshments in  the
  Labrecque Hall  (Lower Cafeteria) 

PARISH NEWS
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ARE YOU NEW TO ST. ROSE OF LIMA? 
WELCOME!
Whether you are looking to register as a parishioner or just want to learn more about our 
parish community, call 973-887-5572 Ext 128 Monday through Friday 8:00am–3:00pm 
or visit our website: saintroseoflimachurch.org. Thank you for visiting us!

THE SAINTS SPEAK  
“If I was to meet those slave raiders that abducted me and those who tortured me, I’d kneel down to them 
to kiss their hands, because, if it had not have been for them, I would not have become a Christian and 
religious woman.”
“In God’s will, there is great peace.”
“It is an act of justice for the rich to help the poor.”
“If we had no hope in the Lord, what would we do in this world?”
“Love the Lord and pray for those who do not know Him.  What a grace it is to know God!”
“The whole of my life has been God’s gift.”

Saint Josephine Bakhita
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 28
“Consistent #prayer produces progressive transformation, makes us strong in times of 
tribulation, gives us the grace to be supported by Him who loves us and always protects 
us.”

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 27
“All human suffering is sacred to God. Before God we are not strangers, or numbers. We 
are faces and hearts, known one by one, by name.”

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 25
“Like Saul before his encounter with Christ, we need to change course, to invert the 
route of our habits and our ways, in order to find the path that the Lord points out to us: 
the path of humility, fraternity and adoration. #ChristianUnity.”

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 23
“The word of God nurtures and renews faith: let us put it back at the centre of our prayer 
and our spiritual life! #SundayoftheWord.”

Mary, Our Lady of Lourdes,
we turn to you,
with our hearts full of trust.
You who appeared to Bernadette
in the hollow of the rock of Massabielle 
on 11th February 1858,
to reveal your name to her and guide her to your Son,
give us the grace to keep the Faith,
to persevere in Hope and to live in Love.
In these difficult times for the world,
help us, Mother of all grace, woman of hope,
on our on-going journey on the path of the Gospel.
May your protection allow us to glimpse,
in the midst of these testing times,
the radiant signs of the presence of God in our lives.
We especially commend to you those
who are suffering and worried,                                                  Invocations: “Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us!”
who feel weak and without hope.                                              “Saint Bernadette, pray for us!”
                                                                      “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee!”
We pray for those we love                                                                   Feast Day - February 11th                                                                                                    
and those we do not love enough.
We entrust to you the Church and her clergy,
that Christ will always be the foundation stone on which they lean
to announce the Good News of Salvation.
We commend ourselves, Virgin Mary,
to your maternal protection. Amen

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Feb 1
“Sincere and humble worship of God bears fruit not in discrimination, hatred and vio-
lence, but in respect for the sacredness of life, respect for the dignity and freedom of 
others, and loving commitment to the welfare of all. #WIWH #FratelliTutti.”

TWEETS FROM POPE FRANCIS
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WITH GOD IN RUSSIA: THE INSPIRING CLASSIC 
ACCOUNT OF A CATHOLIC PRIEST’S TWENTY-THREE 
YEARS IN SOVIET PRISONS AND LABOR CAMPS
The classic memoir of an American-born 
Jesuit priest imprisoned for fifteen years 
in a Soviet gulag during the height of 
the Cold War—a poignant and spiritually 
uplifting story of extraordinary faith and 
fortitude as indelible as Unbroken.
While ministering in Eastern Europe 
during World War II, Fr. Walter Ciszek, S.J., 
was arrested by the NKVD, the Russian 
secret police, shortly after the war ended. 
Accused of being an American spy, he 
was held in Moscow’s notorious Lubyanka 
prison for five years. The Catholic priest 
was then sentenced without trial to ten 
more years of hard labor and transported 
to Siberia, where he would become a prisoner within the forced labor camp system made famous in 
Alexsandr Solzhenitsyn’s Nobel Prize—winning book The Gulag Archipelago.
In With God in Russia, Ciszek reflects on his daily life as a prisoner, the labor he endured while working in 
the mines and on construction gangs and his unwavering faith in God. Enduring brutal conditions, Ciszek 
risked his life to offer spiritual guidance to fellow prisoners who could easily have exposed him for their 
own gains. He chronicles these experiences with grace, humility, and candor, from his secret work leading 
mass and hearing confessions within the prison grounds, to his participation in a major gulag uprising, to 
his own “resurrection”—his eventual release in a prisoner exchange in October 1963 which astonished all 
who had feared he was dead.
Powerful and inspirational, With God in Russia captures the heroic patience, endurance, and religious 
conviction of a man whose life embodied the Christian ideals that sustained him.
“His integrity and his religious faith light up his sturdy account of what he endured and his report on what 
he saw, an American prisoner’s view of the Soviet Union.” -- New York Post
                                                                                                   Paperback $17.72 on Amazon

JESUIT FR WALTER CISZEK: POOR IN SPIRIT (CONT’D)
When we trust in possessions, power, pleasure and in our own strengths, we too often pulverize the poor and erect 
walls and barriers to true community. When we trust in God, we realize our need for God’s grace, i.e., to borrow from 
St. Thomas Aquinas, “the ability to do what we could not do before.”

Being poor in spirit encourages and enables us to reach out to economically distressed and disadvantaged people, 
not as superior beings, but as brothers and sisters. Kind kinship is the goal of the kingdom of God.
Pope Francis, in his encyclical, “Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and Social Friendship,” challenges and calls us to serve 
one another out of our poverty of spirit. When we learn poverty of spirit, we build bridges, not walls.
The pope writes of “the temptation to build a culture of walls, to raise walls, walls in the heart, walls on the land, 
in order to prevent this encounter with other cultures, with other people. And those who raise walls will end up as 
slaves within the very walls they have built” (No. 27).

Copyright (c) 2022 Catholic News Service. Reprinted with permission from CNS



6

Address   312 Ridgedale Avenue, East Hanover, New Jersey 07936
    Parish Office: 973-887-5572  Fax: 973-884-0476  
    Hours: Monday–Friday  8:00am–3:00pm
In case of a TRUE EMERGENCY, death or funeral, after office hours, please call 973-887-5572 and press “3” to reach a priest

Pastor    Fr. Matthew Kranc  Ext. 125   fr.matthew@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Bishop Emeritus   Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli   www.bishopserratelli.org 
Permanent Deacons   Deacon Vincent Leo  973-985-8832    pegleo5@gmail.com
    Deacon Ron Forino  973-887-2963  ronforino@aol.com
    Deacon Alfredo Fanelli                    assisi410@aol.com 

Parish Secretary   Cathleen Seborowski  Ext 128   cseborowski@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Director of Religious Education & Youth Protection Coordinator
    Bernadette Caponegro  973-887-0357  bcaponegro@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Confirmation & Youth Ministry  
    Lisa Paradiso   973-599-2944  lparadiso@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Bulletin & Confirmation Assistant
                                                              Tanya D’Souza                         973-599-2944  tdsouza@saintroseoflimachurch.org 
Director of Early Childhood Center  
    Lorie Agrifolio   973-887-1801  lagrifolio@stroseacad.org

For the complete parish 
directory visit our website: 
saintroseoflimachurch.org

SACRAMENTS

PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH OPPORTUNITIES
Baptism 
To make arrangements for Baptism 
please call Fr. Matthew.

Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 8:15 - 8:45am & 4:45 
- 5:15pm
Due to COVID-19, we take strict 
precaution measures to protect 
priests and our community.

Marriage
Please contact Fr. Matthew and set 
up an appointment. 

Anointing of the Sick
Please notify the parish office of any 
need for a home or hospital visit.

RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program 
for people who seek full initiation into the 
Catholic Church. Please contact Deacon Ron 
Forino. 
Miraculous Medal Novena
Following 9am Mass on Saturday 

Knights of Columbus
Grand Knight: Richard Koscielak 973-632-6407
• Masks are optional.
• Officers Meetings - 1st Wednesday of the 

Month - 7:30 PM - Lower Cafeteria   
• General Meetings - 2nd Monday of the 

Month 7:30 PM - Lower Cafeteria  
• Resume 4th Monday of the Month 7:30 PM 

- EH K of C Lounge Use & EH K of C Social 
Gathering

• Interested in Joining the Awesome EH K 
of C - Contact -- Membership Director Bob 
Leach - (908)-447-7785

• New “EH K of C Lounge” -  (Next to Lower 
Cafeteria) - “Now Open To Brother Knights” 

Devotion to Padre Pio
Following the 9am Mass on Friday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Tuesday 8am-8:45am
Every Wednesday 1pm-2pm
First Fridays at 6pm 

First Saturday Devotion to  
Our Lady of Fatima 
Following 9am Mass 

Porziuncola Fraternity, OFS
The Porziunola Fraternity will meet after 
9:00am mass on February 19 in Messina Hall

Rosary Altar Society
The next meeting is Wednesday, Feb 9th at 
7pm in the church.

THANK YOU TO JOHN AND CYNTHIA TREZZA FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS GIFT OF OUR MA-
SONRY RENOVATIONS AND SNOW PLOWING DURING THE WINTER SEASON. 
Essex & Morris Contracting Co. Inc. is an industry leading paving, concrete and masonry contractor. 
It is dedicated to utilizing quality products and methods to accomplish perfection visually and struc-
turally. Asphalt, Driveways, Parking Lots, Concrete, Curbing, Sidewalks, Patios, Belgium Block, Blue 
Stone, Pavers, Steps, Retaining Walls 
(973) 676-8590 • Essexmorriscontracting.com

THANK YOU TERRIE NEUMAN AND TKO PROPERTIES FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS 
GIFT OF THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS IN THE PLANTERS IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH






