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DOES SUFFERING ALWAYS LEAD TO GREATNESS?
At age 32, when his personally proposed projects for Illinois state infrastructure fell apart, he suffered a de-
pression so dark that his friends removed all of his knives, razors and scissors. “His belief in himself shaken, 
he announced his retirement from the state legislature at the end of the current term,” writes Doris Kearns 
Goodwin of Abraham Lincoln.
The presidential historian’s newest work, Leadership: In Turbulent Times, examines four of our chief execu-
tives, dividing each of their lives into chapters on their formative years, their rising promise, their reversals of 
hope and finally their sustained accomplishment.
On the floor of the Albany legislature, Theodore Roosevelt received a telegram announcing that his wife Alice 
had given birth to their first child, a daughter. But it was followed by news that both his wife and his mother 
were gravely ill. His wife from a kidney infection, which had been masked by her pregnancy, and his mother 
from a lethal typhoid fever. The two women died the same day. “The light has gone out of my life,” Theodore 
said.
Franklin Roosevelt, Theodore’s younger and distant cousin, was counting on his youthful good looks, cease-
less charm and unflagging energy to carry him to the White House. One summer day he noticed a lethargy in 
his limbs, which he tried to stave off with exercise. He soon lost all control of his lower limbs.
Lyndon Johnson failed in his first attempt to become a U.S. senator from Texas. It was stolen from him. In time 
Johnson would learn to do much the same. Ms. Kearns Goodwin admits that his setback seems the smallest of 
the four, but she notes that, unlike the other three leaders, Johnson had no life apart from politics. Apparently, 
every decision the young man ever made was calculated to propel his political ambitions.
Americans did not know that they freely elected a once-suicidal president or one who was truly disabled, 
unable to walk unaided. They did not directly intend to elect Theodore Roosevelt or Lyndon Johnson to the 
presidency. Both entered the White House through the terrible twist of presidential assassination.
The four are among our most successful presidents, leaving the nation fundamentally and forever transformed 
by their terms in office. Ms. Kearns Goodwin ponders, four times in four presidential lives, a question that is 
often posed: Does suffering forge greatness?
Put that way, the answer is no. All human beings suffer, many in ways more profound than any presidential can-
didate. If suffering automatically produced greatness, our world would be full of giants. Clearly, there is some 
infusion of vigor, what we would call a grace, which allows some to experience suffering itself as a source of 
strength.
St. Luke is not writing a Kearns Goodwin chapter on initial setbacks when he tells us of Jesus entering a syna-
gogue, early in his ministry, only to encounter a rejection that would have ended many a political career.
They rose up, drove him out of the town,
and led him to the brow of the hill
on which their town had been built,
to hurl him down headlong (4:29).

Luke’s point is not that Jesus must first be transformed by suffering before he can offer to his people what they 
truly need. No, Luke wants us to understand that if one approaches Jesus in the wrong way, with the wrong 
attitude, one will never see him as the savior.
 (Cont’d on Pg 4)



Sunday, Jan 30th
7:30       For the People of the Parish
 † Catherine and Frank Petrello by Deborah Bregna
 † Michael Angelo Martinez by Ashley Fusella
9:15 † Nicholas John Terregino by Vivienne Cesaro
 † Elisabetta Lazzaro by Silvia Farro
10:30    † Cathleen Tomlinson by The Byron Family
 † Joseph Mourino by Family
12:15     † Iolanda Picillo by Vincenzo Picillo
 † Jim DiPetrillo by Dan & Dolores DiBernardo
7:00 † Manuel Iglesias by Deborah Bregna
 † Dario Palacio

Monday, Jan 31st
9:00     † Joseph Squeri by Elaine and Lawrence Reiter
 † Weberson Xavier de Andrade by The Fusella  
               Family
 
Tuesday, Feb 1st
9:00     † Dolores Forino by Louis Forino
 † Michelina Gasparine by Barbara Haughney

Wednesday, Feb 2nd
9:00   † Franceso Scrocco by Elena
 † Camille Sandello by Fr. Matthew

Thursday, Feb 3rd
9:00     † John Sarrecchia by The Bronzino Family
 † Julius Matejozich by Brigitte John
  
Friday, Feb 4th
9:00     † Anna Kobasowsky by Scutari Family
 † Angelo Cedola by Maria Quarques & Family
 
Saturday, Feb 5th
9:00       Intentions to The Blessed Mother (Other)
 † Harold Pickens by Fr. Matthew
 † Teresa Tamborra by Mr. & Mrs. Stefano Musolino
 † Deceased Members of the Bruno Family by   
               Elena
5:30     † Anna Calabrese by Teresa Maggiulli & Family
 † Lars Eriksson by Eriksson Family

Sunday, Feb 6th
7:30        For the People of the Parish
 † Vecchiarello Family by Mary & Bob Simmons
 † Elisabeth Dissler by Franz & Marianne Hubert 
9:15 † Sandy Murphy by George &Lois Lipari
 † Giuseppe Scala by Incoronata Scala
10:30    † Joanne Ferraro by Judy and Ralph Ferraro
 † Michael P. Gamba by Ralph P. Gamba
12:15     † Eduardo Lucciola (1st Ann.) by Loretta Lucciola
 † Christine Flacco by Joan Finelli
7:00 † Eugenia and Michael
 † Eugenia, Vlad, and Caz

MASS INTENTIONS

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  
Jan 23rd -   $10,449.90
We are very grateful for your weekly contribution to 
St. Rose! Your generosity is vital to meet our expenses 
and continue our many ministries. Please note that 
you can give online by visiting our website, mail your 
envelopes to the rectory office, use our “drop-off” box 
by the office entrance, use one of the donation boxes 
in the church.

WEDDINGS
Congratulations to the newly-wed couple:
Christina Carlino and Erich Poirier
Vianna Angelo and Michael Papa III

FEBRUARY ROSARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Glorious Mysteries: For the children who are prepar-
ing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time.
Sorrowful Mysteries: We pray for the ill, homebound 
and aged that they will know our love and prayers 
surround them.
Joyful Mysteries: For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
our Bishop Kevin and all priests, as they lead us with 
courage.
Luminous Mysteries: For the staff of our parish in 
thanksgiving for their lives of dedicated service to us.    

ST. VINCENT MARTYR SCHOOL
In Madison invites families with children entering 
grades 1 - 8 to learn more about our competitive ac-
ademic program, rooted in the spiritual values of the 
Catholic faith. We will be hosting an information ses-
sion on Tuesday, February 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Please 
visit the school’s website at www.svmsnj.org to register 
to attend the session.

SCAMMER IS ATTACKING OUR PARISHES
Our parishes are being scammed with special requests 
for money. At times, the scammer uses a bogus email 
address with priest’s name as the sender. Please do 
not reply to any email by sending them money, cred-
it card information, gift cards, etc. unless you are ab-
solutely certain it is legitimate. Do not click on these 
emails. Please forward any suspicious messages to 
technology@patersondiocese.org. All such requests 
seeking funds by email should be verified by contact-
ing the individual who claims to have sent it. Criminals 
often do research and know details that make the 
requests seem authentic.
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FOOD PANTRY
Thank you all for your generous donations. If you are 
interested in donating at this time, the pantry is in need 
of coffee, tea, rice, water, canned chicken, condiments, 
(mayo, mustard, ketchup), all paper products, all cleaning 
products, hand soap, hand sanitizer, all personal prod-
ucts. The food pantry is open the 2nd and 4th Satur-
day of the month from 10-11am. Please check for expired 
dates.

PARISH CENSUS
Saint Rose of Lima is implementing a Parish Census. 
Please help our Parish to update your records by visiting 
saintroseoflimachurch.org/census. The Parish Census 
needs to be completed by everyone who already is a 
parishioner, who would like to become a parishioner, or 
who participates in our parish life online.

    
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Please hold our young children in prayer as they begin their 
journey to First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 
with their First Reconciliation Retreat on Saturday, Jan 22.

Dates to Remember:   First Reconciliation- February 4 and 
February 11.  Details have been sent home by email.  If you 
have not received an email, please contact Bernadette 
Caponegro.(bcaponegro@saintroseoflimachurch.org)

Home Study Unit Three materials are available for 
pick up.  Please refer to your email for full details.

ROSARY FOR LIFE
We invite you to pray with us the “Rosary for Life” on 
every 2nd and last Saturday of every month at 2pm in 
the cafeteria under the church.

NJ passed a Bill to permit abortion throughout all 9 
months. Please come and pray with us. Save the Date 
- February 19th. Respect Life Committee.

Porziuncola Fraternity, OFS
The Porziunola Fraternity will meet after 9:00am 
mass on February 19 in Messina Hall
Rosary Altar Society
The next meeting is Wed , Feb 9th at 7pm. There will 
be no meeting in January. Happy New Year.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Tuesday 8am-8:45am
Every Wednesday 1pm-2pm
First Fridays at 6pm 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 8:15 - 8:45am & 4:45 - 5:15pm
Due to COVID-19, we take strict precaution measures 
to protect priests and our community.

PARISH NEWS
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ARE YOU NEW TO ST. ROSE OF LIMA? 
WELCOME!
Whether you are looking to register as a parishioner or just want to learn more about our 
parish community, call 973-887-5572 Ext 128 Monday through Friday 8:00am–3:00pm 
or visit our website: saintroseoflimachurch.org. Thank you for visiting us!

THE SAINTS SPEAK  
“Let us carry our crosses with love: let us see that they do not become a burden to others, but let us help 
others carry theirs.”

“Listen: There are two things the devil is deadly afraid of: frequent Communions and frequent visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament.”

“Entrust everything to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and to Mary, help of Christians and you will see 
what miracles are.”

“Be brave and try to detach your heart from worldly things.”

“Whatever you do, think of the Glory of God as your main goal.”
St. John Bosco 



4 saintroseoflimachurch.org

DOES SUFFERING ALWAYS LEAD TO GREATNESS? (CONT’D)

TWEETS FROM POPE FRANCIS

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 24
“We have set out on a journey led by God’s kindly light that dissipates the darkness of 
division and directs our journey towards unity. The world needs God’s light, and that light 
shines only in love, in communion and in fraternity.”

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 22
“Let us ask the Lord for the strength to turn off the television and open the Bible, to turn 
off our cell phone and open the Gospel. It will make us feel God’s closeness to us and 
fill us with courage as we make our way through life. #WordOfGod.”

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 22
“#ChristianUnity is not attained so much by agreement about some shared value, but 
by doing something concrete together for those who bring us closest to the Lord: the 
poor, for in them Jesus is present (Mt 25:40). Sharing in works of charity helps us make 
greater progress.”

Pope Francis        •  @Pontifex Jan 19
“Today let us #PrayTogether for those who are in prison. May God’s tenderness reach 
them in their journey of reparation and return to society, and bring forth in each of us a 
strong desire for conversion. #GeneralAudience.”

“Do here in your native place the things that we heard were done in Capernaum” (4:23). If you approach Jesus as 
one more issue to be mastered, pro or con, one more item in a world that ceaselessly demands our attention, then 
you will never know him as the Christ.
Consistently in his Gospel, Luke suggests that Christ can only be known in faith. For Luke, faith is a form of knowl-
edge, which so often comes to us when we are low to the ground, on our backs, unable to raise our heads. In this 
Gospel, an unlettered maiden, not a learned priest, says “yes” to the initiative of God. In this Gospel, shepherds, 
who have time on their hands, behold the beginning of salvation in Bethlehem. Luke’s Zacchaeus is short in stature, 
physically and morally, but he knows enough to climb a tree. And only Luke gives us “the Good Thief,” who steals 
heaven at the last moment of life, on a cross next to Jesus.
Did Nietzsche get it right? That Christianity is a religion for the wounded and the weak? That faith in a higher power, 
an invisible personage, isn’t needed by those who can “actualize themselves,” as we like to say?
Lincoln was never much a churchgoer, despite being a saint. Both of the Roosevelts kept their belief in Christ with-
in acceptable channels of mainline Protestantism. And it was probably a much older, more accomplished Lyndon 
Johnson who encountered his Christ, perhaps late in sleepless nights, as he watched the Vietnam War undo his 
Great Society.
By itself, suffering is no gateway to greatness. Yet it’s hard to find titans of history who didn’t know great sorrow. So 
either nothing more than blind fate swivels suffering into strength for some, yet not for most, or the vale of suffering 
is the graced moment in which we decide whether or not we will lift up our eyes to the mountains.
Sooner or later, we all suffer. Many grow sullen in sorrow. Some become saints and the stuff of sagas. St. Luke sug-
gests that the difference does not lie within the self, though, admittedly, it is deep within the self that what we call 
grace awakes. Luke simply wants us to know that the experience of grace is synonymous with the recognition that 
we are not alone, that someone, someone other than we, speaks within us, offering strength. In short, that we have 
a savior.

The Rev. Terrance W. Klein is a priest of the Diocese of Dodge City and author of Vanity Faith. Reprinted with 
permission of America Press, Inc., 2021.
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4 LESSONS FROM RUTILIO GRANDE, PRIEST, PROPHET 
AND MARTYR
Rutilio Grande, S.J., and his two traveling companions, 15-year-old Nelson Rutilio Lemus and 72-year-old Manuel 
Solórzano, had been driving to the small town of El Paisnal in El Salvador to celebrate the novena for the town’s 
patronal feast of St. Joseph when they were gunned down on the road on March 12, 1977, in Aguilares, El Salvador. 
Decades after the murders, the Vatican announced on Feb. 22, 2021, that it would recognize the three as martyrs.
The news of Father Grande’s beatification was welcomed by many Salvadorans, who claim Father Grande as one 
of their own. Outside of El Salvador, Father Grande is primarily remembered as a close friend of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero. Often overlooked is the fact that at the outset of the civil war in El Salvador, Father Grande was the first 
priest killed. Indeed, he was the first-born of the martyrs of this new era. His prophetic stance and his solidarity 
with the poor of his native country led directly to his death. His influence on the church of El Salvador and those 
who followed him on the road to martyrdom merits profound consideration.
What precisely can be learned from how he lived his life? What might it inspire us to do with our own lives? Father 
Grande’s personal contributions to the poor of his beloved country, his commitment to the church and the Jesuit 
community, his love for the people that he generously served, his love for his many friends and family all resonate 
in the commitment that led to his martyrdom.
1) A life’s value is not determined by one’s net worth.
Rutilio Grande was born on July 5, 1928, in the impoverished hamlet of El Paisnal, El Salvador. His childhood was 
marked not only by poverty but by the trauma of his parents’ separation and the death of his mother. Her death 
and his father’s absence required his five older brothers to struggle to provide economic support for young Rutilio 
and his paternal grandmother. Despite the hardships, Rutilio never lost sight of his humble beginnings or forgot 
the religiosity taught to him by his grandmother: a people’s faith. The simple joys of interacting with the people of 
the town and being part of the religious and cultural festivities remained with him throughout his life. He took pride 
in being Salvadoran. As an adult, Rutilio often described his mestizo identity as a “cafe con leche,” a mixture of 
coffee with milk.
As he always carried himself with dignity, he demonstrated that being born into poverty did not determine a 
person’s worth. From personal experience, he understood not only the suffering of the poor, but also the hopes 
and aspirations they cherished for themselves and their families. This profoundly personal history became 
foundational for his priestly ministry. It shaped his teaching of the Gospel and resonated in his embrace of the 
teachings of the Second Vatican Council. Although Father Grande’s priestly formation occurred prior to Vatican II, 
its spirit captured his ministerial imagination.
2) Holiness can be found in the everyday.
During several periods early in his priestly life, Father Grande was assigned to minister in the seminary of San José 
de la Montaña in San Salvador.  Encouraged by his studies at Lumen Vitae, a renowned catechetical and pastoral 
institute in Brussels, Father Grande transformed the traditional formation of the seminary by following the directives 
of Vatican II. He profoundly believed that future priests had to come into direct contact with the realities people 
were living. To increase the pastoral sensibilities of the seminarians, he organized trips for them to visit families in 
the surrounding towns. There the young men had the opportunity to experience firsthand how ordinary men and 
women were living.
Later, as pastor of the parish of Our Lord of Mercies in the town of Aguilares, Father Grande led a team of Jesuits 
in an innovative pastoral endeavor, one similar in spirit to the one he had created for the diocesan seminarians. 
His visionary pastoral innovations included a collaborative team approach and a preferential option to minister in 
rural areas among peasant workers. The goal of the pastoral activity was to evangelize men and women who in 
time would become agents of their own human destiny. In this, Father Grande’s vision echoed the opening words 
of Vatican II’s “Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World”: “The joys and the hopes, the griefs and 
the anxieties of the people of this age, especially those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and 
hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ.”
His own humble beginnings sustained and nourished his zeal for this new vision. Despite the many opportunities 
for higher education he had as a Jesuit, he never distanced himself from the town or people who shaped his life. 
Even long after his death, people remembered Father Grande’s humanity and the ways he showed them a new 
example of priesthood. He would often say that God was not to be found in the clouds, but rather firmly present 
on earth in the lives of the people. In fact, Father Grande’s pastoral approach was paving the way to the creation 
of a new model of church in El Salvador.
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3) We all have a missionary call.
Just as Father Grande had earlier adopted an innovative approach to the formation of seminarians, when he was 
assigned to the parish in Aguilares he invested his energies and efforts into new approaches to the formation 
of lay men and women. He sometimes said: “Now we’re not going to wait for missionaries from the outside. 
Rather, we must be our own missionaries.” In this effort, the young pastor and his Jesuit teammates began to visit 
people in both the rural areas and the towns. In time, their personal approach drew people to the celebration of 
the Eucharist, the sacraments and Bible study, resulting in a vibrant community of Christians who were actively 
engaged in the life of the parish.
Father Grande’s ministerial approach was so effective that within a year he had 362 “delegates of the Word” 
participating in the evangelization efforts of the parish. Some of the lay men and women actively joined the team 
of Jesuits to collaborate in actualizing the pastoral plan for the parish; others assumed pastoral tasks that matched 
their newly discovered talents and skills. The evangelizing method in Aguilares was bearing much fruit, and the 
Gospel was engendering the formation of committed Christians.
Gradually, as men and women who had little formal education reflected on the Gospel, they began to question the 
injustices they suffered. Campesinos were discovering the liberating spirit of the Word of God and learning how to 
incorporate it into their lives. Newly enlightened, the people sought out ways to organize themselves in order to 
demand what was justly theirs. Father Grande did not discourage them; rather, he continued to make them aware 
of the Gospel message, and of the truth that God had not destined people to live in poverty.
At the same time, he was clear in how he understood his priestly ministry.  He would often tell the people: “I don’t 
belong to one political party or another. What I am doing is preaching the Gospel.” But as the people gained 
greater understanding of their rights as human beings, they began to look for ways to secure those rights. It was 
inevitable that they would become politically involved.
Parallel to the formation of the laity, Father Rutilio gave special attention to a liturgy transformed by the spirit and 
directives of Vatican II. His childhood engagement in the popular religiosity of his hometown of El Paisnal gave 
him great insight into and respect for how the faith was lived out by ordinary people. He felt that popular practices 
that the clergy had previously dismissed as misguided forms of religiosity should be recognized as authentic 
expressions of faith. In fact, Father Grande insisted that the popular religiosity of the ordinary people be honored 
and respected and kept as a central part of the pastoral plan of the parish.
For him, prayer, popular expressions of faith and liturgy were integral to the real lives of the Salvadoran people. 
Consequently, he guided people in reclaiming the values inherent in their devotions and cultural celebrations. 
Having taught courses on the constitution of the Republic of El Salvador in the minor seminary, he often 
incorporated that material in his sermons and eucharistic celebrations, linking constitutional rights to the Gospel 
message. He understood that salvation history in the context of the modern world required that prayer and good 
works be integrated. All of these pastoral efforts inspired by Vatican II led the way in creating a new way of being 
church within the contemporary realities of El Salvador.
4) God transforms our wounds.
Amid celebrations of the beatification of Father Grande, those who knew him in life consider that, of Rutilio 
Grande’s many contributions to the church in El Salvador, the most notable was his work in aligning the church 
with the actual life of the people. But we are also led to reflect on another contribution he made: showing us 
what it means to be a saint, to be holy in the modern world. Early in life, Father Grande had suffered a catatonic 
episode from which he gradually recovered, but which had long-lasting effects on his health. Few people knew 
just how fragile his health was as an adult, when he dealt with ongoing bouts of depression and self-doubt.
His superiors in the Society of Jesus noted in his personal file: “At the beginning of his religious life, he manifested 
a clear nervous weakness…. He had psychological depressions and it was feared for his mental health…. He was 
aware of that limitation, suffered for it, but he did not let it control him. He accepted it.  He worked to dominate it 
and he overcame it.” Father Grande learned to live with his condition by placing his trust completely in God, and 
by taking steps to help himself. Every day until his death, he placed himself with utter simplicity in the hands of 
God.
Even in his fragility—or perhaps through it—this beautiful son of El Salvador accomplished great things for the 
universal church, the church in Latin America and especially the church in El Salvador, by living and giving his life 
for the faith. His fragility may have been a difficult cross to bear, but it highlights the beauty of his holiness, his 
saintliness.
In the final moments of his life, Father Grande rendered his complete surrender as the faithful son of El Paisnal and 
the church as he said: “Let God’s will be done.” Just as the people of El Salvador will celebrate the beatification of 
one of their own on Jan. 22, their beloved “Father Tilo,” let us join with them in crying out “¡Presente!”

Ana María Pineda, R.S.M. Reprinted with permission of America Press, Inc., 2021






