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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
This weekend it is our pleasure to welcome Conrad Claassen to share with us his inspirational story about 
how Several Sources saved his life. Several Sources Shelter was founded 39 years ago when Kathy DiFiore 
opened her own home to a frightened teenager.  In these past 39 years Several Sources has grown to a 
network of maternity homes, daytime shelters for homeless women and their children, and a safety net for 
low-income families helping them to stay in their own home.  

Pregnant women can stay in one of the maternity homes up to one year after their child is born.  In that Cath-
olic environment the women find a warm atmosphere of family living and caring love.  Several Sources is our 
Lenten project. On Palm Sunday we’ll have a collection to help support their ministries.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Matthew

                                        SAVED BABY FROM 1992

My name is Conrad Claassen. It is a pleasure to speak 
with the parishioners of Saint Rose about Several 
Sources. 

In 1992 my mom, Connie, was pregnant with me while 
attending university and she found herself in a difficult 
position without a place to stay nor any support. She 
came across Several Sources, where she was provid-
ed with a place to call home. With the assistance of 
the Shelter, she was able to give birth to me and sub-
sequently complete her Degree in Bachelor of Arts in 
Environmental Studies. The Shelter was our home for 
several years until such time as she was prepared to 
move back to Southern Africa, establish a career, and 
raise me. In 2016, I returned to the U.S.  I am now 29 
years old and grateful to be part of the team at Several 
Sources that continues to help save God’s precious 
innocent pre-born babies.

Conrad Claassen with his Mom, Connie, in 1992

In gratitude for the opportunity and experience my mom and I had at the Shelter, I visit churches and speak 
about the good work we do. There are many young men and women like me that see Several Sources as 
their saving grace, their literal life force. I am pleased to do this work and be part of the 40- year legacy of 
saving babies. It is a true gift accomplished through God’s Grace and your generosity.  

Conrad Claassen



Sunday, Mar 13th
7:30      † For the People of the Parish
 † lenny Roszkowski by Roszkowski Family
 † John Sarrecchia by Barry and Lisa Anders
9:15 † George F. DelGrande by DelGrande Family
 † Mark Tremper by Anna Manna
10:30    † Michelina Gasparine by Biunno Family
 † Marie Flacco by Lillian Sarno 
12:15   † Daniel Dmiczak by his loving family
 † Pasquale and Maria Finelli by Joan Finelli 
7:00  † Michael Ferraro by Melissa Ferraro
 † Maureen Lazur by Family  
Monday, Mar 14th
9:00     † Rosa Yozzo by Family
 † Nick Zoppi by Joe & Dorothy Zoppi
Tuesday, Mar 15th
9:00     † Sandra Boyle by Friend
 † Theresa Russo by The Sloane and Byron Family
Wednesday, Mar 16th
9:00    † John Sarrecchia by The Wecksler Family
            † Richard Loehwing by Mark and Maureen Lavery
 
Thursday, Mar 17th
9:00    † Catherine Williams by Family
            † Maureen Lazur by Family
  
Friday, Mar 18th
9:00     † Richard Loehwing by Elaine and Lawrence Reiter
             † Zeonid Khrapko by Andrew & Melissa Minassian
 
Saturday, Mar 19th
9:00     Intentions to The Blessed Mother (Other)
 † Sandra Cucciniello by Jeanne
 † Joseph Paul Pagliuca Sr. by Michael, Laura, and  
               Michael Vitiello
   Living Intention (Living)
 † Joan Lucciola by Gayle Carlson 
5:30     † Frederick William Montgomery by Maria   
               Montgomery
 † Sandra Cucciniello by Jeanne Taylor
Sunday, Mar 20th
7:30     † For the People of the Parish
 † Nicholas Garafolo by Adele Garafolo
 † Edward Roszkowski by Roszkowski Family
9:15 † Donato and Rose DeSantis by The Valvano   
               Family
 † Joan Lucciola by The Forgione Family
10:30    † Patricia Riegler by Claudia Da Cruz
 † Nadine Ruta by Renee Davino
 † Ann Perrotta by Cathy Perrotta and Donna     
               Mirocco
12:15     † Richard C. Weber by Jean Weber
             † Margaret Fallon by Jean Weber
7:00    Deborah Bregna (Living) by Philip G Bregna
            † Francesca Tursi by The Barone Family    

MASS INTENTIONS

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  
Mar 6th - $33,156.10
We are very grateful for your weekly contribution to 
St. Rose! Your generosity is vital to meet our expenses 
and continue our many ministries. Please note that 
you can give online by visiting our website, mail your 
envelopes to the rectory office, use our “drop-off” box 
by the office entrance, use one of the donation boxes 
in the church

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to the Parents of our newly baptized:
Andrew Daniel Ortega

MARCH ROSARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Glorious Mysteries: That during Lent many lost souls 
will return to the Lord.
Sorrowful Mysteries: In thanksgiving for a Lent filled 
with holiness and sacrifice.
Joyful Mysteries: In Thanksgiving for the season of 
Lent in which we grow in relationship with God and 
with each other.
Luminous Mysteries: For the Holy souls in Purgatory. 

THE PRAYER OF ST PATRICK 
I arise today
Through the strength of heaven;
Through God’s strength to pilot me;
God’s might to uphold me,
God’s wisdom to guide me,
God’s eye to look before me,
God’s ear to hear me,
God’s word to speak for me,
God’s hand to guard me,
God’s way to lie before me,
God’s shield to protect me,
God’s hosts to save me
Afar and anear, Alone or in a mulitude.
Christ shield me today
Against wounding
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in the eye that sees me,
Christ in the ear that hears me.
I arise today
Through the mighty strength
Of the Lord of creation.
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FOOD PANTRY
Thank you all for the generous donations. At this time the 
food pantry is in need of rice, water, condiments (mayo, 
mustard, ketchup) snacks for children, baking products, 
crackers, jellies (jams) jarred tomato sauces, canned fruit, 
fruit juices, all household, cleaning products, hand soap, 
shampoo, toothbrushes and all personal products. The 
pantry is open the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month 
from 10-11am. Please check expiration dates.

PARISH CENSUS
Saint Rose of Lima is implementing a Parish Census. 
Please help our Parish to update your records by visiting 
saintroseoflimachurch.org/census. The Parish Census 
needs to be completed by everyone who already is a 
parishioner, who would like to become a parishioner, or 
who participates in our parish life online.

    
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
May God bless all of the children who participated in the 
First Holy Communion Retreat on Saturday, March 12.  A 
special thank you to all on our catechetical team for 
bringing the children to this point in the program and to 
the parents who have guided the children by their living 
example of faith, Our Registration form for program year 
2022 to 2023 will be available within the next few weeks. 

PARISH CONFESSIONS
The Parish Confessions with visiting priests will take 
place on Monday, April 4 from 7 pm until 8.30 pm. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to re-connect with Christ 
and His Church.  Don’t be afraid!  Information will be 
provided.  Ask the priest to help you.  Experience the 
gracious mercy of God! 
www.WelcomeHomeToHealing.org

BIBLE STUDY SPRING 2022
Spring Schedule, 7:00 - 8:30pm in the cafeteria
March 17th Charisms in the Holy Spirit 
March 31st Joy in Persecution
April 21st The Growth of the Church in the midst  
                          of the Roman Empire
For more information or to register, please email 
Deacon Ron at RonForino@aol.com

ROSARY FOR LIFE
We invite you to pray with us the “Rosary for Life” 
Save the Date-March 26th, at 2pm in the cafeteria 
under the church. NJ passed a Bill to permit abortion 
throughout all 9 months. Please come and pray with 
us.                                                  Respect Life Committee

PARISH NEWS
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ARE YOU NEW TO ST. ROSE OF LIMA? 
WELCOME!
Whether you are looking to register as a parishioner or just want to learn more about our 
parish community, call 973-887-5572 Ext 128 Monday through Friday 8:00am–3:00pm 
or visit our website: saintroseoflimachurch.org. Thank you for visiting us!

HELPING OTHERS ENCOUNTER JESUS IN THE 
EUCHARIST

All parishioners are invited:  Free Online Conference

Wednesday, March 23, 7:30pm - 8:30pm

Speaker: Dr. James C. Pauley, Professor of Theology and Catechesis at Franciscan University.

This is an opportunity to increase devotion, love and belief in the Eucharist.

For information visit https://insidethewalls.org/zoom
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The poem “In a Country Church” was penned by the Anglican priest and poet, R. S. Thomas. A man enters an empty 
church. It is a cold day in the start of winter. He is seeking God. The same act is repeated countless times each day 
in churches all over the world, ever since there have been churches.

Here is a question to bring to the poem. Does the one who comes to this empty church seeking God find his Lord?

To one kneeling down no word came,
Only the wind’s song, saddening the lips
Of the grave saints, rigid in glass;
Or the dry whisper of unseen wings,
Bats not angels, in the high roof.

Was he balked by silence? He kneeled long
And saw love in a dark crown
Of thorns blazing, and a winter tree
Golden with fruit of a man’s body.

Was something of God’s glory seen in this empty, wintry church? “To one kneeling down no word came.” Yet this 
seeker has come, most likely, many times before. Was he expecting to hear a voice from heaven?

“Only the wind’s song, saddening the lips/ Of the grave saints, rigid in glass.” First, the faith of the one praying is 
slightly taunted. Listening prayerfully to God’s silence, he only hears the wind, whipping through the world. Why 
can’t the one who comes into church this cold day find the Lord, who gave such meaning to the lives of the grave 
window saints, frozen in wintry light?

WHY IS OUR PRAYER MET WITH GOD’S SILENCE?
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A second taunt: “Or the dry whisper of unseen wings/ Bats not angels, in the high roof.” At least the sound of wings 
brought angels to mind in this faithful soul. Yet the bats only bellow how empty, how useless this house of God is to 
most of the world.
“Was he balked by silence?” Did one more, innumerable soul seek God’s glory, God’s presence, God’s balm, only 
to leave as lonely as he came?
He kneeled long,
And saw love in a dark crown
Of thorns blazing, and a winter tree
Golden with fruit of a man’s body.

Note that he kneels. This is the second deliberate opening of himself to God. The first was coming into the church. 
The seeker knows that God is not an object to be studied, one more part of the world to be mastered. The one 
praying must open himself to God, become vulnerable, look foolish even to himself, as he is taunted by silence, 
wind and bats.
If one theme runs throughout the entire New Testament it is that knowledge of God comes from intimacy with God. 
Chosen disciples, not the entire apostolic band, ascend the mountain with Jesus. Does Christ choose to make them 
his intimates by showing them his glory? Or does he show them his glory because they are his friends? The latter 
corresponds to our own experience.

On the mountain, they open themselves to God in prayer. Only then is his glory, the reality, the weight and the wealth 
of God’s life revealed to them. Notice how tightly St. Luke ties this moment of glory to the Christ’s coming cataclysm 
in Jerusalem:
While he was praying his face changed in appearance
and his clothing became dazzling white.
And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah,
who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus
that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem (9:29-31).
Having known this intimacy in this moment of prayer, the apostles fall silent. Why? Because the God who reveals self 
in the intimacy of prayer is a person, not a fact. One can divide and debate facts with anyone. Yet you cannot look 
love in the face and then share that experience with others with your words. Intimacy can only be shared between 
those who love. It cannot be summarized. Intimacy lives in silence.
He kneeled long,
And saw love in a dark crown
Of thorns blazing, and a winter tree
Golden with fruit of a man’s body.

In this still, wintry church there is no new act of revelation. Rather there is the continuing revelation that God gives 
to those who love him, who seek him in prayer.
What the kneeling man sees in the church he has seen before. But today, in the cold silence, it speaks of love to him; 
it speaks with love to him; it speaks love to him. “He saw love in a dark crown.” It flashed forth in God’s own glory, “a 
dark crown/ Of thorns blazing.”

In the dead of winter—winter outside, winter in his soul—he sees the empty branches of winter’s tree, the cross of 
Christ, and there he espies that it is “Golden with fruit of a man’s body.”

He sees in the naked, tortured-yet-beautiful flesh of the savior something of the same glory that the disciples saw on 
the mountain. The glory they would see again as the pondered in their imaginations Christ on the cross of Calvary.

The world is wintry and silent. Yet on a winter tree, love reveals itself to the one who seeks. He will depart in the 
deepest of silences. There is nothing to share. Only the best of poets could hint at what it means to look upon love 
itself. Fortunately, Ronald Stuart Thomas was one of the best.

The Rev. Terrance W. Klein is a priest of the Diocese of Dodge City and author of Vanity Faith. Reprinted with 
permission of America Press, Inc., 2021.



6

Address   312 Ridgedale Avenue, East Hanover, New Jersey 07936
    Parish Office: 973-887-5572  Fax: 973-884-0476  
    Hours: Monday–Friday  8:00am–3:00pm
In case of a TRUE EMERGENCY, death or funeral, after office hours, please call 973-887-5572 and press “3” to reach a priest

Pastor    Fr. Matthew Kranc  Ext. 125   fr.matthew@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Bishop Emeritus   Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli   www.bishopserratelli.org 
Permanent Deacons   Deacon Vincent Leo  973-985-8832    pegleo5@gmail.com
    Deacon Ron Forino  973-887-2963  ronforino@aol.com
    Deacon Alfredo Fanelli                    assisi410@aol.com 

Parish Secretary   Cathleen Seborowski  Ext 128   cseborowski@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Director of Religious Education & Youth Protection Coordinator
    Bernadette Caponegro  973-887-0357  bcaponegro@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Confirmation & Youth Ministry  
    Lisa Paradiso   973-599-2944  lparadiso@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Bulletin & Confirmation Assistant
                                                              Tanya D’Souza                         973-599-2944  tdsouza@saintroseoflimachurch.org 
Director of Early Childhood Center  
    Lorie Agrifolio   973-887-1801  lagrifolio@stroseacad.org

For the complete parish 
directory visit our website: 
saintroseoflimachurch.org

SACRAMENTS

PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH OPPORTUNITIES
Baptism 
To make arrangements for Baptism 
please call Fr. Matthew.

Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 8:15 - 8:45am & 4:45 
- 5:15pm
Due to COVID-19, we take strict 
precaution measures to protect 
priests and our community.

Marriage
Please contact Fr. Matthew and set 
up an appointment. 

Anointing of the Sick
Please notify the parish office of any 
need for a home or hospital visit.

RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program 
for people who seek full initiation into the 
Catholic Church. Please contact Deacon Ron 
Forino. 
Miraculous Medal Novena
Following 9am Mass on Saturday 

Knights of Columbus
Grand Knight: Richard Koscielak 973-632-6407
• Masks are optional.
• Officers Meetings - 1st Wednesday of the 

Month - 7:30 PM - Lower Cafeteria   
• General Meetings - 2nd Monday of the 

Month 7:30 PM - Lower Cafeteria  
• Resume 4th Monday of the Month 7:30 PM 

- EH K of C Lounge Use & EH K of C Social 
Gathering

• Interested in Joining the Awesome EH K 
of C - Contact -- Membership Director Bob 
Leach - (908)-447-7785

• New “EH K of C Lounge” -  (Next to Lower 
Cafeteria) - “Now Open To Brother Knights” 

Devotion to Padre Pio
Following the 9am Mass on Friday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Tuesday 8am-8:45am
Every Wednesday 1pm-2pm
First Fridays at 6pm 

First Saturday Devotion to  
Our Lady of Fatima 
Following 9am Mass 

Porziuncola Fraternity, OFS
The Porziuncola Fraternity will meet after
9:00 am mass on March 19th in Messina Hall.

Rosary Altar Society
The next meeting will be announced next 
week.

THANK YOU TO JOHN AND CYNTHIA TREZZA FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS GIFT OF OUR MA-
SONRY RENOVATIONS AND SNOW PLOWING DURING THE WINTER SEASON. 
Essex & Morris Contracting Co. Inc. is an industry leading paving, concrete and masonry contractor. 
It is dedicated to utilizing quality products and methods to accomplish perfection visually and struc-
turally. Asphalt, Driveways, Parking Lots, Concrete, Curbing, Sidewalks, Patios, Belgium Block, Blue 
Stone, Pavers, Steps, Retaining Walls 
(973) 676-8590 • Essexmorriscontracting.com

THANK YOU TERRIE NEUMAN AND TKO PROPERTIES FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS 
GIFT OF THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS IN THE PLANTERS IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH






