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THE POWER OF GOD’S MERCY
I remember as a child watching the Super Bowl on television with 
my grandfather. The camera panned the crowd, and we saw a 
man with a poster reading “John 3:16.” When we looked up the 
passage, we read, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life.” My grandfather thought it odd that 
someone would bring such a poster to the Super Bowl, and at the 
time I agreed with him. Why that verse?
I now realize the importance of that passage. John 3:16 is the 
thesis statement of John’s entire Gospel, explaining in one brief 
phrase the whole of salvation history. For John, the incarnate 
Son was God’s greatest act of mercy. God had forgiven humanity 
many times, but in Jesus, the human race received a complete 
and unmerited reconciliation to the divine. Those who believed in 
Jesus, and lived as he lived, received a portion of the very Spirit 
he shared with the Father. The Spirit would carry them past death 
and bring them to eternal life with God. 

The church celebrates Divine Mercy on the Second Sunday of Easter in part because this Sunday’s Gospel 
recounts Jesus’ gift of the Spirit to his disciples. He gave it along with a mission to forgive sins. The church 
exercises this gift especially in the sacraments of baptism and reconciliation, but these sacraments are not the 
only source of divine mercy. God’s forgiveness has cosmic scope, as an insight from Raymond Brown, S.S., 
reminds us: “These [baptism and penance] are but partial manifestations of a much larger power, namely, the 
power to isolate, repel and negate evil and sin” (The Gospel of John, XIII-XXI). The gift and mission Jesus gave 
in this Sunday’s Gospel entails a struggle to isolate, repel and negate evil and sin. 
Every act of forgiveness is thus a battle against evil, a battle that one can hope to engage and win only in 
the power of the Spirit. Christ also warned his disciples that they held the authority to “retain” sins. Although 
his precise meaning remains unclear, his words might have been intended to warn them against withholding 
forgiveness. Vengeance, retribution and pitiless justice only amplify the power of sin, as the bearer of each 
new grudge acts in ways that inspire ever more hate. In the very act of offering this warning, Jesus forgave his 
disciples for abandoning him and sent them out into the world not to avenge his death but to preach divine 
mercy, even to his killers. What sins could his disciple “retain” in the light of such an example? 
Christ’s disciples today continue the Father’s mission of mercy. Too many of our brothers and sisters have lost 
themselves to hate, evil and sin. Our commitment to forgiveness and mercy is part of God’s plan to save them. 
“For God so loved the world that he sent his Son’s disciples so that whoever should believe in Jesus Christ 
through them might not perish but have eternal life.”

 Michael R. Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College School of Theology and Ministry. Reprinted 
with permission of America Press, Inc., 2022

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER IS DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
As is our tradition, we will celebrate a Holy Hour on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24th from 2:15pm – 3:15pm 
in the church. I will preside at the liturgy and during the time for quiet reflection in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament, I will be available in the Quiet Room for Confession.                    

Yours in Christ, 
Fr Matthew  



Sunday, Apr 24th
7:30     † For the People of the Parish
 † Ann Underwood by Mary & Bob Simmons
 † Gloria Abate by Bernice and George Amabile
9:15 † Americo Almeida by The Valvano Family
 † Mario J Comesanas by Gricel Comesanas
10:30    † Nicolino D’Uva by Silvia and Gary Platzer
 † Sandra Bramley by The Byron & Sloane Family
12:15     † Susan McCue by Eriksson Family
 † Paul O’Neill and Michael Ferraro by Ralph and            
              Judy Ferraro
7:00 † Annibale Spiniello by Anna Maria and Ken Brown
 † Catherine Williams by Family 

Monday, Apr 25th
9:00     † Ziggy Sokolski
 † Rocco Petrillo by Sabino & Maria Ruta

Tuesday, Apr 26th
9:00     † Ida Barsanti by Adele Garafolo
 † Edith & Herman Reiter by Elaine & Lawrence  
            Reiter
 † Marge Bonnet by John Bonnet 

Wednesday, Apr 27th
9:00     † Deceased Cassilli Family by Carol & Frank Alfano
 † Mary Simmons by Robert Simmons

Thursday, Apr 28th
9:00     † Joseph Perrotta (8th Anniv.) by Cathy Perrotta &  
               Donna Mirocco
 † Michael Ferraro by Mom and Dad

Friday, Apr 29th
9:00    † Domenick & Lydia Costello by Donna Costello
 † Noli Mendoza by Mark & Anne Reyes

Saturday, Apr 30th
9:00 Intentions to The Blessed Mother (Other)
 † Tullio Manna by Ada Manna
 † Ralph Politi Jr. by Susan and Brian Wecksler
 † Manuel Abad by Mark & Anne Reyes
 † Robert J. Horn by Dawn Boughton
 † Josephine S. Molinelli by Michele Burke
5:30 † Splendore Grasso (4th Anniv.) by Donna Grasso
 † John & Ida Menegolla by The Family 

Sunday, May 1
7:30     † For the People of the Parish
 † Mary Trasente by Family
 † Ethel & Michael Cerrato by Antonia
9:15 † Antoinette DeIeso by Mark & Jodi Kolcz
10:30    † Richard Loehwing by Hauptman Family
 † Marlene Ruvo by Ron and Judy Angelo
12:15     † Michael Bio by Family
 † Annaliese Lieder by Tim & Mary Cummins
7:00 † Richard Roma by Joan Rosania
 † Joan P. Lucciola by Robert Ambrose

MASS INTENTIONS

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  
Apr 10th - $17,917.58;     Holy Thursday - $1,088.00
Good Friday - $1,644.80;  Apr 17th -  $27,598.50
Total Ukraine Fund collection: $37,961.00
We are very grateful for your weekly contribution to 
St. Rose! Your generosity is vital to meet our expenses 
and continue our many ministries. Please note that 
you can give online by visiting our website, mail your 
envelopes to the rectory office, use our “drop-off” box 
by the office entrance, use one of the donation boxes 
in the church

ALTAR BREAD & WINE 
For the week are offered for:
Joseph Perrotta
From: Cathy Perrotta and Donna Mirocco

APRIL ROSARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Glorious Mysteries: In thanksgiving for the new Cath-
olics who will come into our Church on Holy Saturday.
Sorrowful Mysteries: In thanksgiving to Jesus, who 
willingly suffered, died and rose for us.
Joyful Mysteries: In thanksgiving for Pope Francis 
and that our love and prayers will surround him.
Luminous Mysteries: For our 8th, 9th and 10th 
graders who have received The Sacrament of 
Confirmation this April.

ROSARY FOR LIFE
We invite you to pray with us the “Rosary for Life” 
Save the Date - May 21st, at 2pm in the cafeteria un-
der the church. NJ passed a Bill to permit abortion 
throughout all 9 months. Please come and pray with 
us                                              Respect Life Committee

ST LOUIS DE MONTFORD
It is through the most Blessed Virgin Mary that Jesus 
Christ came into the world, and it is also through her 
that he will reign in the world.”

“Our entire perfection consists in being conformed, 
united and consecrated to Jesus Christ. Hence the 
most perfect of all devotions is undoubtedly that which 
conforms, unites and consecrates us most perfectly to 
Jesus Christ. Now, since Mary is of all creatures the 
one most conformed to Jesus Christ, it follows that 
among all devotions that which most consecrates and 
conforms a soul to our Lord is devotion to Mary, his 
Holy Mother, and that the more a soul is consecrated 
to her the more will it be consecrated to Jesus Christ.”

“The Rosary is the most powerful weapon to touch the 
Heart of Jesus, Our Redeemer, who loves His Mother.”
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FOOD PANTRY
Thank you all for the generous donations. The pantry is in 
need of all condiments, rice, coffee, cereal, pasta, jarred 
tomato sauce, fruit drinks, baking products, detergent, 
cleaning products, all personal products (hand soap, 
shampoo, toothbrushes). The pantry is open the 2nd and 
4th Saturday of the month from 10 am to 11 am. Please 
check expiration dates.

PARISH CENSUS
Saint Rose of Lima is implementing a Parish Census. 
Please help our Parish to update your records by visiting 
saintroseoflimachurch.org/census. The Parish Census 
needs to be completed by everyone who already is a 
parishioner, who would like to become a parishioner, or 
who participates in our parish life online.

    
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FAMILIES*** 
WE ARE NOW ONLINE !!!

The Early Bird Registration for Religious Education classes 
for 2022-2023 is open.  It will remain open until midnight 
June 30, 2022. Please share this with everyone  you may 
know, so all can take advantage of the early bird tuition 
rate. If you are signed up to be a catechist or aide or other 
volunteer in the program year 2022-2023 please contact 
Gina Liebhauser at reled@saintroseoflimachurch.org for 
the appropriate discount code prior to registration. 
 

Catechists receive full tuition discount and all other 
volunteers receive a 25% tuition discount. If you do 
not currently volunteer and are interested in joining 
the team, please contact Bernadette at bcaponegro@
saintroseoflimachurch.org

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
On Wednesday, April 6 and Thursday, April 7, Bishop 
Serratelli confirmed 127 students - 8th, 9th, and 10th 
graders from our Parish. We are blessed to have so 
many Confirmandi participating in our program this 
year as we transition to all students receiving the Sac-
rament of Confirmation in 8th grade. We are proud of 
all the confirmation students that participated in our 
program this year. They have attended monthly class-
es, completed a variety of service opportunities, and 
attended weekly mass, reflecting on the parts of the 
mass that were special for them.

SHREDDING
Please support Our St Rose Youth Ministry Fundraiser 
Shredding Event  that will be held on Sat, May 21st, 
9:30 am-12:30 pm, $10 per box in the St. Rose Gym.  
Come with your personal documents to be shredded 
right in front of you when you arrive. St. Rose Confir-
mation Students will be there to help unload your car.

PARISH NEWS
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“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.”
“What is it you want to change? Your hair, your face, your body? Why? For God is in love with all those things and he 
might weep when they are gone.”
“We are of such value to God that he came to live among us … and to guide us home. He will go to any length to 
seek us, even to being lifted high upon the cross to draw us back to himself. We can only respond by loving God 
for his love.”
“Proclaim the truth and do not be silent through fear”

“Nothing great is ever achieved without much enduring.”
St. Catherine of Siena

To register online for 2022-2023 please visit 
saintroseoflimachurch.org/ccd

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. ROSE OF LIMA? 
WELCOME!
Whether you are looking to register as a parishioner or just want to learn more about 
our parish community, call 973-887-5572 Ext 128 Monday through Friday 8:00am–
3:00pm or visit our website: saintroseoflimachurch.org. Thank you for visiting us!

THE SAINTS SPEAK
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LIKE THE DISCIPLES, WE ARE NOT MEANT TO LIVE 
BEHIND LOCKED DOORS.
We lock doors when we are afraid. It separates us from what-
ever it is that we fear. Unfortunately, locked doors do not shut 
out fear itself. That is sealed inside with us. Fear does not 
lessen in containment. It grows. It increases because we are 
alone with our fright. Locked in, nothing draws our attention 
away from whatever it is that we dread.

To be locked away is also to be locked in. We do not just 
face our fears. We constantly confront our cellmates. There 
we are, face to face, on top of each other, in a way far from 
normal. Perhaps it is our fallen nature, but this makes it easier 
than ever to see the shortcomings in others. With just a bit 
more distance, their essential goodness could come easily 
into focus. But space is limited when you are locked in.

Behind doors, it is also much harder to escape ourselves. We are forced to think about who we are, who we wanted 
to be, who we are afraid we are becoming. We realize just how much of our normal routine involves racing from 
reflection. There is a reason solitary confinement is considered such a harsh punishment.

But there are graces in a rupture. As something is broken apart, we see things differently. We reexamine our rou-
tines. That helps us to decide what to keep and what to let go. We have time to think about how we have been living, 
about the roles that different relationships play in our lives. We replay our memories, seeing actors and causes we 
never before recognized.

Yet life is not meant to be locked away. Staying behind closed doors may make us feel safe, but it keeps us from the 
people, the events and experiences that we need in order to grow into the selves we were meant to become. Stay 
locked up too long and fear starts to gnaw away at us. We lose confidence and perspective. The fear grows, takes 
on a life of its own, while we diminish.

Someone must open those doors. Or we must decide to unlock them. If neither of these happen, then the Lord of 
life himself must come through the bolts. The one who took down fear and defeated death must come for us. He 
must assure us that we are safe, that it is going to be alright. Most of all, that he is with us, the one who has gone 
before us, triumphed and comes back to claim us.

Christ does not simply coddle us as one would a child. No, giving us his courage, he makes us his comrades in 
sharing a calm that only he can offer.

Jesus came and stood in their midst

and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.

The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

The Rev. Terrance W. Klein is a priest of the Diocese of Dodge City and author of Vanity Faith. 
Reprinted with permission of America Press, Inc., 2022.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FUNDRAISER  

TWEETS FROM POPE FRANCIS

In light of the upcoming changes to the use of plastic bags, we thought 
this would be a good opportunity to offer cloth bags for sale to our 
parishioners. Reminder - The NJ Plastic Bag and Polystyrene Ban 
goes into effect May 4th. After each Mass, on the weekend of April 
30th and May 1st, the Knights will be selling their blue cloth shopping 
bags with the Knights logo on them. The bag will sell for $5.00.

Sweet Deal: For every 10 bags you buy, you get one bag free. This 
special offer is only good for the April 30th and May 1st weekend.

Please support our fundraiser. You will get our beautiful bags and be 
helping out a worthy cause. Thank You and God Bless.
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Address   312 Ridgedale Avenue, East Hanover, New Jersey 07936
    Parish Office: 973-887-5572  Fax: 973-884-0476  
    Hours: Monday–Friday  8:00am–3:00pm
In case of a TRUE EMERGENCY, death or funeral, after office hours, please call 973-887-5572 and press “3” to reach a priest

Pastor    Fr. Matthew Kranc  Ext. 125   fr.matthew@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Bishop Emeritus   Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli   www.bishopserratelli.org 
Permanent Deacons   Deacon Vincent Leo  973-985-8832    pegleo5@gmail.com
    Deacon Ron Forino  973-887-2963  ronforino@aol.com
    Deacon Alfredo Fanelli                    assisi410@aol.com 

Parish Secretary   Cathleen Seborowski  Ext 128   cseborowski@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Director of Religious Education & Youth Protection Coordinator
    Bernadette Caponegro  973-887-0357  bcaponegro@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Confirmation & Youth Ministry  
    Lisa Paradiso   973-599-2944  lparadiso@saintroseoflimachurch.org
Bulletin & Confirmation Assistant
                                                              Tanya D’Souza                         973-599-2944  tdsouza@saintroseoflimachurch.org 
Director of Early Childhood Center  
    Lorie Agrifolio   973-887-1801  lagrifolio@stroseacad.org

For the complete parish 
directory visit our website: 
saintroseoflimachurch.org

SACRAMENTS

PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH OPPORTUNITIES
Baptism 
To make arrangements for Baptism 
please call Fr. Matthew.

Reconciliation 
 Saturdays at 8:15 - 8:45am & 4:45 
- 5:15pm
Due to COVID-19, we take strict 
precaution measures to protect 
priests and our community.

Marriage
Please contact Fr. Matthew and set 
up an appointment. 

Anointing of the Sick
Please notify the parish office of any 
need for a home or hospital visit.

RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program 
for people who seek full initiation into the 
Catholic Church. Please contact Deacon Ron 
Forino. 
Miraculous Medal Novena
Following 9am Mass on Saturday 

Knights of Columbus
Grand Knight: Richard Koscielak 973-632-6407
• Masks are optional.
• Officers Meetings - 1st Wednesday of the 

Month - 7:30 PM - Lower Cafeteria   
• General Meetings - 2nd Monday of the 

Month 7:30 PM - Lower Cafeteria  
• Resume 4th Monday of the Month 7:30 PM 

- EH K of C Lounge Use & EH K of C Social 
Gathering

• Interested in Joining the Awesome EH K 
of C - Contact -- Membership Director Bob 
Leach - (908)-447-7785

• New “EH K of C Lounge” -  (Next to Lower 
Cafeteria) - “Now Open To Brother Knights” 

Devotion to Padre Pio
Following the 9am Mass on Friday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Tuesday 8am-8:45am
Every Wednesday 1pm-2pm
First Fridays at 6pm 

First Saturday Devotion to  
Our Lady of Fatima 
Following 9am Mass 

Porziuncola Fraternity, OFS
The Porziuncola Fraternity will meet on May 
21st after the 9:00am mass in Messina Hall.

Rosary Altar Society
We will meet on May 4th at 7 pm in the 
school.

THANK YOU TO JOHN AND CYNTHIA TREZZA FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS GIFT OF OUR MA-
SONRY RENOVATIONS AND SNOW PLOWING DURING THE WINTER SEASON. 
Essex & Morris Contracting Co. Inc. is an industry leading paving, concrete and masonry contractor. 
It is dedicated to utilizing quality products and methods to accomplish perfection visually and struc-
turally. Asphalt, Driveways, Parking Lots, Concrete, Curbing, Sidewalks, Patios, Belgium Block, Blue 
Stone, Pavers, Steps, Retaining Walls 
(973) 676-8590 • Essexmorriscontracting.com

THANK YOU TERRIE NEUMAN AND TKO PROPERTIES FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS 
GIFT OF THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS IN THE PLANTERS IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH






