
APRIL 26, 2020 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER MASS SCHEDULE: 

Saturday: Vigil  4:00pm 
Sunday: 11am 
Monday, Tuesday & 
                   Friday 8am 
 
CONFESSIONS: 
Saturdays 3:00 p.m. or 
anytime by appointment. 
 
BAPTISM: For 
information, please  
contact the Rectory at  
440-232-8166 during 
office hours. 
 
MARRIAGES: Limited  
to registered parishioners 
only. Arrangements for 
date and time must be 
made six months in 
advance. Final 
preparations should be 
made five weeks before 
the wedding date.  
 
SACRAMENT OF 
HOLY ORDERS
(PRIESTHOOD/
DIACONATE): For 
information please contact 
the Diocese at 216-696-
6525. . 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF 
RELIGION: Please call 
Rectory office. 
 

REGISTRATION: If you 
are new in the parish, 
please register at the 
rectory or online at our 
website. If you moved out 
of the parish, please notify 
the rectory. 
 

 What does it take for our eyes to be opened? Every day, a man laboriously walks down Main Street 
of town. With great difficulty but graceful determination, he places one foot in front of the other, uses a 
crudely made staff for support, and walks. His pace is slow, but he walks. What does he hope to see? 
Where does he want to go? What does he find? We all walk through life. The type of “walking” life 
requires is not always physical but is most assuredly emotional and spiritual. We walk, we look, we 
encounter, and we seek. How we do these things and what we actually find is determined by what we 
carry and what we allow ourselves to discover along the way. 
 If walking is too challenging for us, we may choose to isolate and stay alone. If we are afraid to 
walk, we may become overly dependent on others providing for us and abandon the journey. We can 
walk and pay attention only to what is in front of our feet and never notice the immensity of what is 
happening around us. The road is never the same twice. The journey is always different. What kinds of 
things do you notice as you walk through life? It seems that the disciples of the Road to Emmaus 
missed a lot at first. We do as well. 
 We are called to walk with purpose, to listen, and to notice things that may not at first be apparent. 
We have to allow the One who has a special claim on our soul to enlighten, instruct, and inspire us. 
The incarnate mystery of God is pulsating in and through all of creation, where the presence of the 
Word who became flesh can be discovered. He has been with us all along. How could we have missed 
Him? Our journey brings us back to the breaking of the bread, and something begins to stir within us. 
We begin to understand, and things look differently. Bread, body, wine, and blood bring us to see that 
everyone and everything is a “Eucharistic” encounter. We become what we eat and we see what we 
eat. We continue to walk. Our eyes are now opened, and we recognize Him. Our hearts burn. Stay with 
us. Please stay with us. 
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RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays,  

  8:30am –12 noon and 12:30—2:30pm. 
Anytime for emergencies. 



       Readings for the week of April 26, 2020 
Sunday, April 26 

Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/
Lk 24:13-35   

Monday, April 27  
Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday, April 28  
Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday, April 29 
Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday, April 30 
Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 

Friday, May 1  
Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59  

Saturday, May 2  
Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday, May 3  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 
 

 

SUNDAY & WEEKLY MASSES 
 The Diocese of Cleveland presents a television 
Mass at 6 a.m. every Sunday on Fox 8 and at 11:30 
a.m. Sundays on Cox Cable channel 45.  For more 
links to livestreamed, taped, television or radio Masses, 
go to  www.ourladyof hopebedford.org.  
 

 
USEFUL WEBSITES 

www.bedfordoh.gov gives information on Bedford city 
services during this Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

www.coronavirus.ohio.gov gives the latest directives 
related to the Coronavirus, including closures and 
eventual re-openings in the State of Ohio. 
 

OUR LADY OF HOPE                                 BEDFORD, OHIO 

OLH & SM WEEKLY BULLETINS 
Until Mass is resumed, we will have copies of both Our 
Lady of Hope and St. Mary bulletins available in the 
foyer outside of Our Lady of Hope office if you want to 
receive a hard copy.    

  
 

 

During the Coronavirus Pandemic  
Right now it is difficult for people to avail them-
selves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  If anyone 
feels that it is urgent that they receive this sacrament, 
please call the office and leave me a voicemail, and I 
will call you back to set up an individual appoint-
ment to go to confession.  Pope Francis spoke about 
this situation recently since it affects the Universal 
Church.  The Pope said: “Do what the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says (CCC 1452).  It is very 
clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak 
directly to God, your Father, and tell him the truth.  
Say, ‘Lord, I did this, this, this….. Forgive me,’ and 
ask for pardon with all your heart.  Make an act of 
contrition and promise God, ‘I will go to confession 
afterward, but forgive me now.’  And immediately 
you will return to a state of grace with God.” 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED . . .  
Please remember in your prayers all of the sick in 
our parish and families, especially: Jim Waple, Vir-
ginia Vitale, Mary Emling, Daniel Baran,  Berta Uguc-
cini,  Carmen Whaley, Bernie Sylvester, Lil Kalal, 
Andy Mizsak, Matthew Reeve, Albert Finn, Alan Par-
ker, James Smith, Harold Fischer, Ronald Richnavsky,  
Joe McElhone,  Laverne Krempasky, Paul Melzer, Pa-
tricia Zak, Matthew J. Zamiska, Daisy Darus,  Gerry 
Lantos, Louise Dragan,  Ken Hudak, Maria Spears, 
Veda Wagner, Shirley Holmes, Frank Richnavsky, Ei-
leen Salupo, Jim Goersmeyer, Shirley Manning, Albert 
Zak, Joseph Homa, Joanne Stewart, Anthony Sava, 
Dolores Hustack, Thomas Wagner, Florence Cartel-
lone, Rosalie Skocaj, Jim Tench, and all those affected 
by the coronavirus throughout the world… 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Unfortunately the parish devotions, bible studies, and 
other events had to be cancelled due to the Corona-
virus.  The Diocese of Cleveland, in conjunction with 
the Augustine Institute, is offering an online program 
called Formed that provides religious and spiritual con-
tent free of charge for the next 40 days.  You can 
stream religious movies, view online bible studies, 
learn about the sacraments, along with many other cat-
echetical opportunities.  A link to the sign-up page for 
Formed can be found on the parish website.  You will 
need to supply your name and your email address.   

If any parishioners from Our Lady of Hope 
& St. Mary are in need of help, please call 
the parish and leave a message with our St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. All calls remain 
confidential.   Also, if you would like to 

help our food pantry, you can leave canned or boxed 
goods in the foyer at Our Lady of Hope office.  Thank 
you for your generosity.  

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Coronavirus has caused considerable economic 
difficulties for many of us.  If you are able, Our Lady 
of Hope asks you to continue giving your regular 
weekly offertory.  You can give online through the 
parish website, you can drop your envelope off in the 
mailbox at the office, you can mail in your envelope, 
or you can bring your envelopes to church once the 
public celebration of Mass is resumed.  Thanks for 
your generosity in keeping our parish operational and 
vibrant.   

Parish Website:  www.ourladyofhopebedford.org 

https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/offices/communications/tv-mass
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/offices/communications/tv-mass
http://www.bedfordoh.gov
http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov
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to stay longer with the disciples.  The disciples, like 
us, had to welcome Jesus into their hearts and homes.  
The disciples’ recognition of Jesus ultimately hinged 
on remembrance, a theme prevalent in Luke’s Gos-
pel.  In a similar way that the women at the tomb 
were told to “Remember what he said to you while he 
was still in Galilee” (Lk 24:6), the two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus had to remember Jesus’ words at 
the Last Supper:  “While he was with them at table, 
he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it 
to them.  And with that their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him, but he vanished from their 
sight.”  After the disciples recognized Jesus in the 
breaking of the bread, they were able to rightly inter-
pret their earlier experience on the road.   

In the “stranger” who opened their hearts to 
the Scriptures they also encountered Jesus, and they 
know this because their hearts burned within them as 
Jesus spoke.  The disciples were transformed by the 
presence of Jesus and the opening of the Scripture, 
and they responded to the Emmaus encounter by re-
turning to Jerusalem to share their good news with 
the other disciples.  We should see ourselves in the 
unnamed disciple on the road to Emmaus.  And Je-
sus’ encounter with the two disciples shows us how 
the Eucharist, while referring to the past, is an event 
of the present.  It is no coincidence that the two major 
subdivisions of the Mass are the Liturgy of the Word 
and the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  One reinforces the 
other.  In the breaking open of the Scriptures, both the 
Old and New Testament, we come to better under-
stand Jesus and his mission.  Through reception of 
Christ’s Body and Blood in Eucharist we are graced 
with a disposition to understand the Word of God 
more deeply.   

Of course, during this time of Coronavirus 
and the stay at home order, when public Mass is not 
being celebrated, recognizing Jesus in the breaking of 
the bread is not something we can easily do.  We long 
to gather as a community of faithful and receive Je-
sus’ Body and Blood in the Eucharist.  However, we 
can continue to grow in our understanding of Sacred 
Scripture and all things pertaining to our Lord 
through our reflection on the Sunday readings, watch-
ing Mass online, participating in Bible studies, and by 
just reading the Bible on our own.  The Emmaus sto-
ry should tell us that, in order to recognize Christ, we 
must be open to his Word.  We must also welcome 
the stranger into our community (while social dis-
tancing) and recognize the Lord in the breaking of the 
bread.  It’s from here that the real Eucharistic journey 
begins.  Let’s continue to travel that road together 
while being physically apart. 
 

Easter Joy and Peace,  Father Joe 

Dear Parishioners,  
In his Apostolic Exhorta-

tion, “The Joy of the Gospel,” 
Pope Francis speaks of always 
being ready to evangelize; to be 
always ready to share the joy of 
the Risen Christ.  The Pope 
mentions that this could happen 
even on a journey.  It is interest-
ing to note that Luke’s whole 
method of telling the story of salvation takes place in 
the context of a journey.  Luke presents Jesus on a 
journey from Bethlehem to Nazareth, to Galilee, and 
on to Jerusalem.  In the Acts of the Apostles, Luke 
presents the Church being on a journey from Jerusa-
lem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the Earth.  Luke wrote his Gospel about 50 years 
after Jesus died, rose, and ascended into Heaven, and 
the people to whom Luke was writing may have be-
gun to despair of having any encounter with Christ.  
The people who first heard Luke’s Gospel would 
have believed in a rather quick Second Coming 
which hadn’t happened yet.  Luke’s community was 
facing persecution, and because they were mostly 
Gentiles from many different cultures, they were 
having trouble building any sense of unity. 

Luke recounted the Emmaus story to give his 
community hope.  Luke’s Gospel also had a theme of 
table fellowship and evangelization in the context of 
a meal.  The story about the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus serves as a bridge between the stories of 
Jesus’ meals in the Gospel and the breaking of the 
bread in the Acts of the Apostles.  The story is sig-
nificant because it is the first post-resurrectional 
meal described in the Gospel of Luke or the Acts of 
the Apostles.  The nature of the Emmaus meal re-
flected the Eucharistic theme of both the feeding of 
five thousand and the Last Supper.  And the Emmaus 
meal would become the standard for all meals after 
the resurrection.  Cleopas and the unnamed disciple 
were walking away from Jerusalem totally discour-
aged as they recounted the events of Jesus’ passion 
and death.  Jesus approached the disciples and 
walked with them even though he was not invited to 
do so, and even after Jesus explained everything that 
pertained to him in the Scriptures, the disciples did 
not recognize him.  The explanation of Scriptures 
was only a preparation that provided the disciples 
with a disposition of faith that would ultimately al-
low them to recognize Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread.   
   The journey to Emmaus did not end with an 
interpretation of Scripture. When Jesus was ready to 
travel on further, the disciples invited him to stay for 
a meal.  You notice that Jesus did not force himself  


