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LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
God’s messengers always seem to get mocked. They speak a truth that 
some folks do not want to hear. While on the one hand we admire them, 
we also are quite happy keeping them at a distance. After all, they are not 
referring to me but someone else, aren’t they? We often wrongly 
conclude that because we may be more avant-garde, contemporary, 
politically sensitive, and untraditional, we are somehow more in the light 
than others. People tend to prefer darkness more than light, even the 
most spiritually sensitive among us. The light always carries with it the 
richness of God’s mercy and compassion which see beyond ideologies 
and concepts to relationships that cultivate life, earthly and eternal. Every 
hand of compassion and mercy extended to a human being must always 
point back to God. The call always involves ordering our lives in accord 

https://www.sthelenascatholicparish.org


Mass Schedule  
Saturday (vigil) 5pm, St. Helena 
Sunday 8:30am (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Sundays)  
10:30am (2nd, 4th Sundays)  
Tue–Fri 8:00am  

Confession Schedule  
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm  
Sunday Before 8:30 am mass 
(1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
Tuesday 7:00-8:00pm 
Tues–Fri Before 8:00 am daily 
Mass | By appointment, call 
parish office  

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 10:30am 
(1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
8:30 am (2nd, 4th Sundays)  
Thursday 9:00am  

Confession Schedule  
Sundays after 10:30 am Mass  
By appointment - call parish 
office  

ST. HELENA PARISH 

ST. PATRICK PARISH 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
Lost and Found 
Dear friends in Christ, 

Fireworks and the Fourth of July are like 
bread is to a sandwich! Darkness is 
required for the show to begin. This fact 
must be a parental nightmare, especially 
in larger cities. My firsthand experience 
comes from the other perspective. On 
one occasion I was separated from my 
parents after the fireworks. Imagine my 
relief when the courteous police officer 
assured me, I would be reunited with 
mom and dad. 

I will never know the pangs that a 
mother or father feel in their heart in 
those frightening moments. How easy it 
is to gloss over the passage of Scripture 
at the Feast of Passover when the young 
Jesus is separated from Joseph and 
Mary. Mary’s words are revealing, “Son, 
why have you treated us so? Behold, 
your father and I have been looking for 
you anxiously.” (Lk 2:48) Because we 
know the rest of the story, it’s easy to lose 
sight of the real, human emotions felt by 
Mary and Joseph. 

The Solemnity of Saint Joseph is this 
Friday. The Seven Sundays Devotion 
concludes today. Consider the Sorrow of 
Joseph at the loss of Jesus, and his joy in 
finding Jesus in the temple. This passage 
and specifically this meditation could stir
-up painful memories for some. Our 
earthly fathers sometimes fall short. We 
experience real pain and hurt from the 
ones who are supposed to love us the 
most. My intention is not to discuss 
family brokenness. For those who debate 
whether Joseph should be called the real 
father of Jesus, I point to this article, 
further justice to St. Joseph. 

A misplaced hat or glove is vastly 
different from a lost son or daughter. 
Sifting through the lost & found box is 
less likely to produce anxiety or 
increased blood pressure. Losing a child 

for three days, let alone three minutes, is 
unthinkable! St. Joseph is called “most 
chaste father.” This title of Joseph points 
to his attitude as a father. “Being a 
father” writes Pope Francis, “entails 
introducing children to life and reality. 
Not holding them back, being 
overprotective or possessive, but rather 
making them capable of deciding for 
themselves, enjoying freedom and 
exploring new possibilities.” (Apostolic 
Letter, Patris Corde) 

Seeing Joseph as most chaste father in 
this light can help us understand his joy 
when finding Jesus in the Temple. 
Joseph and Mary found their son, “sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking them questions.” Joseph’s 
reaction upon finding Jesus displays a 
characteristic of God, our heavenly 
Father: “God himself loves humanity with 
a chaste love; he left us free even to go 
astray and set ourselves against him. The 
logic of love is always the logic of 
freedom, and Joseph knew how to love 
with extraordinary freedom.” (Patris 
Corde) The parents of Jesus begin to see 
their child in his true mission. 

As we approach the feast of St. Joseph, 
consider how you have used the gift of 
freedom. Ponder the love that God 
continues to offer us in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Sin is like being lost from 
our parents, or even being cut off from 
the source of love. Sin is harmful to our 
relationship with God, the Church, and 
others. When you face temptations, or 
knowing you need the healing balm of 
forgiveness, think about being lost, or 
losing something precious. For that to 
happen, we first need to know the 
greatness of the chaste love of our 
Heavenly Father, especially as this love is 
manifested in his beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. A precious thing lost can be 
found. 

Fr. Asselin 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/03/02/further-justice-to-st-joseph/


Special Thank You 
Thank you to all the volunteers 
that assisted at the Ellendale 
Community Food Pantry in 
February.  Your service and 
commitment to helping meet the 
hunger needs of our greater 
Ellendale community is 
appreciated.  We look forward to 
your assistance again in August.  
Peace and blessings  - Ellendale 
Community Food Pantry 
 
Altar Society Meeting 
Altar Society will be meeting after 
mass on March 21. Plan to attend 
this important meeting as we 
discuss the restart of breakfasts 
after mass. 
 

 

Fall Raffle Donations 
St. Helena Altar Society is now 
taking donations for the annual 
Raffle to be held Sep 26, 2021. 
Contact Michele T. or Kathy M. to 
make a donation.  
 
SEARCH Retreats 
Attention Youth! 
SEARCH is an opportunity to 
think, talk, question, and wonder 
about the joys and struggles of 
faith in everyday life. How does 
Christ fit into your busy 
schedule?  Why is it important to 
have Christ as your center?  This 
weekend retreat gives young 
people, an opportunity to mature 
and grow in their faith. Visit 
the registration page to join us. 

Register for free! 
FORMED 
FORMED.ORG is a digital media 
platform with thousands of 
Catholic titles. Audio, video and 
family movies to inspire! Go to 
formed.org/signup  Select your 
parish. Register with your name 
and email address.  Check that 
email account for a link to begin 
using FORMED 
 
Connect with us on 
FLOCKNOTE 
Our parish is using Flocknote to 
communicate important 
information about parish events. 
Receive text messages or emails, 
join the groups you want. You can  
Text to Join. Text the word: Helena 

PARISH EVENTS CALENDAR |       
3/16—Adoration & Confession, 7pm-8pm 

3/17—Simple Supper, 5:00 pm; Stations of the Cross, 6:15 pm 

3/21—Altar Society Meeting after 8:30 Mass, St. Helena Parish Center 

3/23—Adoration & Confession, 7pm-8pm 

3/24—Simple Supper, 5:00 pm; Penance Service, St. Helena’s, 6:30pm 

St. Helena’s is looking to hire a 
person or persons for the 
positions of parish bookkeeping 
and administrative office work. 
Duties include editing the weekly 
bulletin, bi-monthly ministry 
schedule. These positions would 
take approximately 4-5 hours per 
week. Training is available for 
each position. If interested please 
contact Fr. Asselin. 

https://fargodiocese.net/search-registration


ST HELENA MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

WEEKLY GIVING 

March 7, 2021 

Adult $946. 

Children $2. 

Plate  

Total $948. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

ST. PATRICK MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Sunday March 21 (10:30 am) 

Lector Chuck 

Gift Carriers  

Altar Servers Alivia, Allen 

For the Month of March 
Breakfast Server   

Collection Counters  

Church Cleaners Geri Glynn, Pat Glynn 

Altar Society Meeting  

Advertiser of the Week 
Family Dental Care 

Thank your for supporting our bulletin! 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Please Pray  
...for all who are sick, elderly or alone  
 

Joanne Brokaw, Loretta Dingwall, Linda 
Siro, Cindy Kelly Heupel, Edna 
Scherman, Val Hunt, Carla Engelstad, 
Susan Lacina.  

Extending our Prayers and Sympathy 
To  

Daryl Monette and Family 
At the loss of Daryl’s Mom, 

Greta Monette. 
Eternal rest grant unto her,  

O Lord. 

March 20/21    5:00pm             8:30am 
Usher Volunteer Richard Reis 

Collection  Bob Radtke 
Lector Volunteer Michele Thorpe 
EMHC   

Gift Bearers   

Altar Servers Carson D, 
Courtney D 

Jack B,       
Nickolas S 

Tue. Mar 16 
8:00 am NO MASS 

Wed. Mar 17 
8:00 am †Greta Monette 

Thu. Mar 18 
8:00 am (St. H) †Bernice Arens 

9:00 am (St. P) †Fr. Bernard Bachmeier 

Fri. Mar 19 
8:00 am †John Carruth 

Sat. Mar 20 
5:00 pm †Earl & †Mary Webster 

Sun. Mar 21 
8:30 am (St. H) †Pete & †Shelda Flynn 

10:30 am (St. P) For the Parishioners 






