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Holiday Mass Times 
O Come Let Us Adore Him 

 
Sat-Sun 12/25-26—Holy Family 

Regular Saturday/Sunday Schedule 
 

Friday 12/31—Mary Mother of God 
5:30 pm, St. Helena 

 
Saturday 1/1—Mary Mother of God 

9:00 am, St. Patrick 
 

Sat-Sun 1/1-2—Epiphany of the Lord 
Regular  Saturday/Sunday Schedule 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE 
WEEK 
 
Merry Christmas! There is something sacred 
about sun when it dances upon a field of newly 
iced snow. Lights and colors bounce around in 
myriad ways flashing prisms of beauty as if in 
tune with the rhythm of a melodic dance. The 
Word became flesh and now dwells among us. 
Humanity can now dance. We sparkle with the 
beauty and radiance of God and can now walk 
through life with confidence knowing that we 
have been divinely kissed. It is a sacred moment, 
a holy marriage between God and His sons and 
daughters. All is bright and all is well. Today we 
celebrate who we are in Christ and rest safely in 
God’s care. God’s presence, revealed in the 
humble birth of His Son, dances in our hearts, 
calling us to beauty, truth, purpose, and love. 
Today we know, without doubt, that we are not 
the product of the rambling offerings of a 
universe that created itself. We are loved, 
treasured, and blessed. We have a Savior who 
can show us the way. Accept him.  



FROM OUR PASTOR :   02 

Mysterious Ways:  
Christmas in the Parking Lot 
Mom and I always shared a beloved Christmas 
tradition, a chocolaty one. But now she was gone and 
I missed her so much. Christmas just isn’t Christmas 
without sharing a giant chocolate Hershey bar with 
Mom, I thought wistfully, looking at the display of bars 
on sale at the grocery store one cold December day. 
It’s not your usual holiday tradition, but it was for me. 
I’m not sure how it started, but every year for as long 
as I could remember, as a way to welcome in the 
holiday, Mom and I would run to the store to buy a 
giant milk chocolate Hershey bar. We’d keep it in the 
refrigerator at home and would break off little pieces 
in the days before Christmas, sometimes even 
dipping them in peanut butter. It was a guilty 
pleasure we loved sharing together. 
Mom had passed away just a couple of months 
earlier. No, no chocolate bar this year, I thought. Not 
without Mom to share it. I turned away from the 
display of chocolate and headed to the checkout line 
to pay for my groceries. 
 
As I pushed my cart toward my car, I kept thinking 
about that Hershey bar. Should I go back in and get 
one? No, I shouldn’t eat all that chocolate myself. 
I put the groceries in the car, then climbed in and 
closed the door. I turned the car on and let it idle for a 
minute, waiting for it to warm up. Lord, I sure wish I 
could feel Mom close by this Christmas season, I 
prayed. Let her know I love her and that I hope to see 
her again someday. 
 
I put my car into gear and looked out the rearview 
mirror, ready to back out of the parking spot. 
Something shined brightly from the baby seat of a 
grocery cart in the spot across from me. Did someone 
leave their purse? I put the car in park and scanned 
the lot to see if anyone was around. No one. I walked 
over to see what was in the cart. 
 
I couldn't believe what I was seeing and laughed out 
loud. There sat a giant Hershey bar, just like the ones 
Mom and I always shared! 
 
The Christmas Gift That Kept on Giving 
Someone needed that Christmas basket more than 
me. Give, and you shall receive. Where did the 
Christmas basket sitting on our front porch come 
from? 
 
I’d just returned from the bank, where I’d withdrawn 
just enough cash to get us through the holidays. Life 
was a struggle, raising two teenagers as a single mom 
while working two part-time jobs and taking college 
courses at night. I was exhausted. The light at the end 

of the tunnel sometimes seemed very dim, indeed. 
I looked for a card or a note with the basket, filled to 
the brim with all sorts of holiday foodstuffs. There was 
none. Had someone entered my name into a 
Salvation Army charity? The timing couldn’t have 
been better. It would go a long way in tiding us over 
until my next paycheck. 
 
At that very moment I felt a ripple of guilt. Wasn’t 
there someone else out there who needed it more? 
Yes, my kids and I were struggling, but my 
grandparents and Aunt Shirley, who was deaf, relied 
solely on social security and disability checks, 
sometimes pooling their resources to get by. At least I 
could always pick up extra hours at work. And when I 
finished my degree, things would improve a lot. 
 
My conscience won the debate. I drove to Grandma 
and Grandpa’s little two-room house, just across the 
street from Aunt Shirley’s. Grandma opened the door. 
“Merry Christmas, Grandma!” I said. 
Grandma was thrilled. “Oh thank you, Connie! We’ll be 
able to have such a nice dinner this Sunday. This will 
really help us until our checks come. But what about 
you?” 
 
“We’ll be fine,” I said. After a short visit I excused 
myself. “I still have lots of chores, so I should head 
back.” 
 
On the way home, thinking about Grandma’s smile, I 
knew the basket had gone to the right place. But like 
Grandma said… what about us? I still worried about 
how I could afford to make Christmas special for my 
kids. 
 
Then I saw it in front of my house, in the same spot as 
before—an identical Christmas basket, every bit as 
lovely as the first.    
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PARISH EVENTS CALENDAR        
• 12/27-30 — Fr Parks home with family 

• 12/31—Mary Mother of God, 5:30 pm, St. Helena 

• 1/1—Mary Mother of God, 9:00 am, St. Patrick 

• 1/1-2—Epiphany of the Lord, Regular  Saturday/Sunday Schedule 

| Youth updates 
Operation Andrew Dinners 
Bishop John Folda will host four 
dinners for young men who are 
open to the priesthood. The 
dinners serve as an opportunity to 
visit with Bishop Folda and other 
priests and to ask questions in a 
relaxed and inviting setting. If you 
are interested in attending, please 
contact your pastor or the 
vocation director. 
p.m. at the Bishop's residence 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 ~ 5:30 
p.m. at the Bishop's residence 
 
Miryam Dinner 
Bishop Folda and Fr. Kyle 
Metzger, the director of vocations, 
invite women ages 16-30 who are 
open to religious life to join them 
for an evening of prayer, dinner, 
and fellowship. They will be joined 
by consecrated religious women 
sharing their own vocation stories 
of discernment. It is typical for 
women to be accompained by 
their pastor, a consecrated 
religious, or a friend. For more 
information contact the vocation 
director. 
Keep watch... 
January 2022 dates to be set 
 
Vianney Discernment 
Weekend 
Young men, ages 16-40 are 
invited to Maryvale Convent in 
Valley City, ND for one weekend in 
February of each year to hear 
about seminary life and the 
priesthood. If you feel you are 
open to God's call but have not 
done anything to actively discern 
it, then this weekend is for you. 
The weekend is free, but 
registrationfargodiocese.org/vdw 
is required. 
February 11-13, 2022 

Red River Retrouvaille – Help for Hurting Marriages 
Retrouvaille is a three-month long program designed to assist couples 
in troubled marriages. Beginning with an intense weekend experience, 
husbands and wives will receive help to re-establish communication 
and restore trust and intimacy in their relationship.  The weekend is 
followed by six critical aftercare sessions that deepen the skills learned 
during the weekend and provide a foundation for the long-term health 
of the couple’s marriage. Retrouvaille is open to any married couple 
struggling in their relationship regardless of faith tradition. 
For more information about Retrouvaille, visit the Retrouvaille 
International website:  https://www.helpourmarriage.org/ 
Upcoming weekends: 
March 11-13, 2022: Fargo, ND     January 14—16 St Cloud MN 
October 7-9, 2022: Fargo, ND 

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE:   
 
The Seven Sister Apostolate is starting up again and is looking for new 
members.  Please contact Colleen Durheim or Ruby Gramlow for more 
information. 
 
That our prayers may find the heart of every priest and bishop. 
A call to strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 
each day of the week for the sole intention of a specific priest or 
bishop—a “holy wasting” (cf. Mt. 26:10) or lavishing of prayer for his 
deeper conformity to Christ. 

St. Patrick Christmas Flower donations 
 
Chuck and Charlotte Glynn                   In memory of deceased family 
      and friends 
Lacina Family                                            In Memory of Jody Lacina 
 
Allen and Pat Glynn                                 In memory of their parents and 
      Veda Glynn 
Gene and Faye Lonski                             In Memory of deceased family 
      and friends 
Kelly and Corrine Glynn                          In memory of deceased family and 
      relatives 
Layna Gramlow                                         In memory of Walt and Val Webster 
 
Alan and Ruby Gramlow                        In memory of deceased family 
      members 

https://fargodiocese.org/vdw


TIME TALENT TREASURE 4A PRAYER & WORSHIP 4B 

ST HELENA MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Dec 31           (5:30pm)               
Usher Volunteer  

Collection   

Lector Volunteer  

EMHC Volunteer  

Gift Bearers Volunteer  

Altar Servers Volunteer  

St. Helena Breakfast Servers 
Jan 2 No Breakfast 

Jan 16 Colleen S, CarolLee , Sonja, Lynelle  

ST. PATRICK MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Saturday  Jan 1st     (9:00 am)       
Lector  Gene Lonski          

Gift Carriers                                  

Altar Servers Madie                      

For the Month of January 
Breakfast Server  Pat and Layna 

Collection Counters Steve Peterson & Allen Glynn 

Church Cleaners Laura, Amy A and Judy W 

Altar Society Meeting None this month 

Advertiser of the Week 
Family Dental Care 

Thank your for supporting our bulletin! 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS      

Please Pray  
...for all who are sick, elderly or alone  
 

Joanne Brokaw, Loretta Dingwall, Linda 
Siro, Cindy Kelly Heupel, Edna Scherman, 
Val Hunt, Carla Engelstad, Susan Lacina, 
Betty Hahne, Jerry Kelsh 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
added to, or removed from this list please call 
the parish office. 

Sunday         Dec 8             Dec 12 

Adult 146.25                      2017.00 

Children                                   5.86 

Plate 121.00                       253.00 

Total 267.25                      2275.86 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Tue. Dec 28 

7:00 pm †Frank & Ann Fettig and Family 

Wed. Dec 29 

8:00 am  †.Anthony Buhl 

Thu. Dec  30 

8:00am (St H) †Donald Asselin 

9:00 am (St. P) Chuck and Charlotte Glynn  

Fri. Dec 31 

5:30pm (St H) Sr Therese 

Sat. Jan 1 

9.00am  (St P) Mona Kelsh 

5:00 pm Fr Robert Altier 

Sun. Jan 2 

8:30 am (St. H)  †Fr Peter Peach 

10:30 am (St. P)   All Parishioners  

Sunday  Jan 2nd (10:30 am) 
Lector  Ruby Gramlow 

Gift Carriers Porter, Harper 

Altar Servers Alivia, Allen 

Jan 1/2          (5:00pm)              (8:30 am) 
Usher Matt Thorpe Ivan Widhalm 

Collection  Rick Ulmer 

Lector Volunteer Jeff Ulmer 

EMHC Volunteer  

Gift Bearers Joanne Richard Reis Fam 

Altar Servers Volunteer Drew, Riley 


