
St. Helena Catholic Church  
421 2nd St N, PO Box 796  

Ellendale, ND 58436  
701-349-3297 

 
St. Patrick Catholic Church  

207 Monroe St N  
Fullerton, ND 58441  

 
Fr. Patrick Parks 

Cell Phone: 701-261-4816 or 
Patrick.Parks@fargodiocese.org 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday (vigil) 5pm, St. Helena 
Sunday 8:30am (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
10:30am (2nd, 4th Sundays)  
Tue 7pm 
Wed–Fri 8:00am  

Confession Schedule  
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm  
Sunday Before 8:30 am mass (1st, 3rd, 
5th Sundays)  
Tuesday 6:30-6:50pm 
Wed–Fri Before 8:00 am daily Mass | By 
appointment, call parish office  
Adoration 
Wed 5pm-8pm 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 10:30am 
(1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
8:30 am (2nd, 4th Sundays)  
Thursday 9:00am  

Confession Schedule  
Sundays after 10:30 am Mass  
By appointment - call parish 
office  

ST. HELENA PARISH 

ST. PATRICK PARISH 

CONTACT US 
JUNE 25/26 2022 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE 
WEEK 

God calls us in the midst of ordinary things. Often 
only looking for God in the dramatic, spectacular, 
the ritual or the sacred places, we miss that He is 
walking beside us. Every moment of every day, in 
every circumstance and experience, God is 
calling to us, “Follow me.” Sometimes, we are too 
distracted to hear this all. Other times, we would 
rather ignore it or pretend it wasn’t heard. God, 
however, is very persistent. Whether we fine tune 
our hearing to receive this invitation now or when 
we close our eyes in death, we need to make a 
choice. The choice involves leaving some things 
behind and moving forward, taking risks. 
Choosing to keep focused and single-minded, 
the lens we then use to see our world and one 
another is God’s, not our own. Life is no longer 
about what is important or matters to me but 
what matters to God. We acquire a new filter and 
are asked to use that filter to make choices, 
establish priorities, and determine what direction 
we will take, and how to love. Once we accept 
God’s invitation, we cannot keep looking back to 
what was left behind, only forward to the 
surprises yet to come. 



FROM OUR PASTOR :   02 

The Original Martyrs of Rome 

The new optional memorial was added to June 30, 
the day after the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. 
It honors the First Martyrs of the Church of Rome, 
persecuted and killed by the Emperor Nero. It makes 
sense to connect these two feasts, because Peter and 
Paul were also killed in the same year under Nero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nero’s persecution was connected with the Great Fire 
of Rome which began on July 18 in 64 AD, lasting six 
days and seven nights, destroying almost three-
quarters of the city of Rome. Many Roman citizens 
believed Nero to have been at fault, so the Emperor 
used Christians as the scapegoats to blame the 
destruction. These were nameless Christian men, 
women and children from all professions and walks 
of life who were brutally tormented and killed. The 
pagan historian Tacitus and St. Clement of Rome 
describe August 15, 64 AD as a night of horror with 
the various tortures and killings. Christians were put 
into animal skins and hunted by dogs and killed in 
the imperial parks. Others were nailed to crosses, 
covered with tar and made into living torches at 
night to light the road for Nero’s chariot. The total 
number is unknown, but estimates are in upper 
hundreds to a couple thousand. The persecution 
continued over a some time, not just this one night. It 
is these martyrs that are honored as the First or 
Protomartyrs of Rome. 

First Place 

It is a human tendency to want to remember and 
honor “firsts.” There are the childhood milestones—
remembering a child’s first word, first tooth, first 
steps. There are national or political milestones—first 
to sail around the world, first to swim across the 
English Channel, first American President, first 
manned powered flight, first man on the moon, etc. 
We particularly keep records in sports—teams in first 
place, first place winners of races, firsts in 

achievements, such as most home runs, most 
touchdowns, most goal saves, etc. 

The Church is no different. The Church keep track of 
firsts: the first chosen apostle, the first pope, the first 
Council, the first Polish pope, the first religious order, 
the first monastery, the first canonized saints, the 
first non-martyr saint, etc. And in a Catholic’s eyes, 
probably the largest area of recording firsts is with 
the Church’s saints, especially Her martyrs. 

The Church in particular points out the original, or 
“proto-” of the saints. The Church’s protomartyr is St. 
Stephen, deacon, whose death is detailed in the Acts 
of the Apostles. St. Thecla is considered the 
protomartyr of the female martyrs although she was 
miraculously spared from dying three times. The First 
Roman martyrs are the protomartyrs of Rome, the 
first of many martyrs during persecutions in Rome 
and the Roman Empire. Although there was some 
Jewish persecution recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles (St. James being the first Apostle who died), 
I would venture to label Nero’s persecution as the 
prototype or “proto-persecution” of Christians. Nero’s 
persecution was the original, setting a pattern for the 
bloody persecutions that would follow for many 
centuries. And these protomartyrs set the example 
on how to love Christ above all, even in enduring 
intense suffering and giving their life for Christ. They 
responded to God’s graces to help them triumph in 
this greatest trial of their lives 

Tertullian wrote, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed 
of the Church” . We don’t know the names or faces of 
these Protomartyrs from the earliest times of the 
Church but they are the crowned martyrs that paved 
our way and built the foundations for our Church 
today. It is a blessing to have this memorial that we 
can especially honor and thank these first martyrs and 
ask for their intercession. . 

The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church.  June 30th 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?id=181


NEWS & EVENTS 03 
PARISH EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS | Youth updates 

Communion for the Sick 
and Homebound 
Fr. Parks will be available to offer 
Holy Communion on Thursdays 
and Fridays. Please call Fr. At 701-
349 –3297 to make arrangements. 
 
Baptism  
To schedule a baptism please 
contact the parish office.    
  
 
 

Matrimony 
Those preparing for marriage, 
please contact Fr. Parks at least six 
months prior to the wedding date. 
 
Anointing of the Sick  
This sacrament is available 
anytime. Talk with the priest 
before or after Mass, or call the 
parish office to make an 
appointment. Don’t hesitate to 
call, especially if you are preparing 
for a medical procedure or 
surgery. 

Red River Retrouvaille – Help for Hurting Marriages 
Retrouvaille is a three-month long program designed to assist couples 
in troubled marriages. Beginning with an intense weekend experience, 
husbands and wives will receive help to re-establish communication 
and restore trust and intimacy in their relationship.  The weekend is 
followed by six critical aftercare sessions that deepen the skills learned 
during the weekend and provide a foundation for the long-term health 
of the couple’s marriage. Retrouvaille is open to any married couple 
struggling in their relationship regardless of faith tradition. 
For more information about Retrouvaille, visit the Retrouvaille 
International website:  https://www.helpourmarriage.org/ 
Upcoming weekends: 
 
October 7-9, 2022: Fargo, ND 

 6/28,29—Fr Parks home to see Family, back for adoration Wed 
 6/28 Tues 7pm Mass.  Canceled Fr Parks with Family 
 6/29-  Adoration 5pm to 8pm.  Could use more adorers! 
 7/4 -7/15   Fr Parks on vacation 
 

Camp Summit is for all youth en-
tering grades 7, 8, & 9 who have a 
desire to deepen their relationship 
with Jesus and to share it with oth-
ers they encounter. Throughout 
camp, youth will engage in prayer, 
worship, fellowship, leadership for-
mation, play, and fun.  This five-day 
experience is designed to encour-
age and equip the youth for disci-
pleship to their family, friends, and 
communities.   Go to Fargodio-
cese.org for more info or to register. 

Camp Summit Staff Application 
 
The Diocese of Fargo is looking for 
young adults, ages 18+ who are on 
fire with their faith to help lead 
and direct middle school students 
at the first-ever Camp Summit. 
Your role will include sharing your 
passion for the Catholic faith, 
mentoring youth in service, lead-
ership, and discipleship, and ac-
companying the middle schoolers 
throughout the entirety of the 
camp.  Along with that, you will 
lead small group discussions and 
oversee cabins. 
If this interests you, please prayer-
fully consider applying to be a 
member of Camp Summit Staff. 

Altar Society Announcements 

RAFFLE Donations: Raffle will be held on September 25, 2022, 
Please contact Kathy Mahler or Joyce G. if you would be will-
ing to make a monetary raffle donation or gift donation. 
Please contact ASAP so that we can apply for our raffle per-
mit.  

PRAYER LINE: Signup sheet is now in the church entry. 
Please sign up if you wished to be contacted by a phone call 
for any prayers needed.  
 



TIME TALENT TREASURE 4A PRAYER & WORSHIP 4B 

ST HELENA MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
July 2/3      (5:00pm)              (8:30am) 
Usher Volunteer Ivan Widhalm 

Collection  Rick Ulmer 

Lector Volunteer Darell Wall 

EMHC Volunteer  

Gift Bearers Volunteer Carol F Rosemary 

Altar Servers Carly Volunteers (ed) 

St. Helena Breakfast Servers for June/July 
July 17th Theresia Cox, Mavis C,, Wendy, Charlotte 

July 31 Knights of Columbus 

First one on  the list please contact others 

ST. PATRICK MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Sunday  July 3      (10:30 am)           
Lector  Gene                  

Gift Carriers Pat and Allen 

Altar Servers Liam and Beckett 

For the Month of July 
Breakfast Server  Gerry G, Amy Anliker 

Collection Counters Allen and Steve 

Church Cleaners Faye and Ruby 

Altar Society Meeting None this month 

Advertiser of the Week 
Medalarm 

Thank your for supporting our bulletin! 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS      

Please Pray  
...for all who are sick, elderly or alone  
 

Joanne Brokaw, Loretta Dingwall, Linda 
Siro, Cindy Kelly Heupel, Edna Scherman, 
Val Hunt, Carla Engelstad, Susan Lacina, 
Betty Hahne, Ashtyn Hatlewig, Jerry 
Kelsh. 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
added to, or removed from this list please call 
the parish office. 

Sunday           Jun 19                 

Adult 727.00                          

Children 24.93 

Plate 112.00 

Total $863.93 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

God’s Gift Appeal 2022 
Steadfast in Faith, Joyful in Hope 

Report as of  6/17/22 

St. Helena: $11,648.00 38.89% participation, 66.02% of goal   
St. Patrick’s: $10,922.35 39.29% participation, 181.49% of goal 

Thank you for your support! 

Tue. Jun 28      Private Mass in Minnesota 

7:00 pm Kay Morehead 

Wed. Jun 29    Private Mass in Minnesota   

8:00 am  +Mary Jean Mc Donald 

Thu. Jun 30 

8:00 am (St H) +Naomi Rossow 

9:00 am (St. P) +Healthcare workers 

Fri. Jul  1   

8:00 am  +Danny Kemph 

5:15pm First Frid Eric Gramlow 

Sat. Jul 2 

8:00am First Sat +Joe Glynn 

5.00pm    +John and Hazel Linder 

Sun. Jul 3 

8:30 am (St. H)  +Loyd Brokaw 

10:30 am (St. P)   All Parishioners 

WEEKLY GIVING 


