
St. Helena Catholic Church  
421 2nd St N, PO Box 796  

Ellendale, ND 58436  
701-349-3297 

 
St. Patrick Catholic Church  

207 Monroe St N  
Fullerton, ND 58441  

 
Fr. Patrick Parks 

Cell Phone: 701-261-4816 or 
Patrick.Parks@fargodiocese.org 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday (vigil) 5pm, St. Helena 
Sunday 8:30am (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
10:30am (2nd, 4th Sundays)  
Tue 7pm 
Wed–Fri 8:00am  

Confession Schedule  
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm  
Sunday Before 8:30 am mass                   
(1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
Tuesday 6:30-6:50pm 
Wed–Fri Before 8:00 am daily Mass  
Or by appointment, call parish office  

Adoration 
Wed 5pm-8pm 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 10:30am 
(1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)  
8:30 am (2nd, 4th Sundays)  
Thursday 9:00am  

Confession Schedule  
Sundays after 10:30 am Mass  
By appointment - call parish 
office  

ST. HELENA PARISH 

ST. PATRICK’S PARISH 

CONTACT US 

             —————————                         June 25th, 2023                         ————————— 

When I was in middle school, there were times I didn’t 
want my fellow students to see my parents drop me off or 
pick me up in the school parking lot. I was embarrassed 
of my parents. Why? I have no idea. Maybe it was our 
station wagon. Or I didn’t want to look like a little kid. But 
in retrospect that was a silly thing to do. I was a kid. And I 
had two parents who loved me 

and had built a wonderful family. I was afraid of the other 
kids’ judgment. How silly! I should have been afraid of 
forgetting or downplaying my family, which is where my 
identity had its deep roots. 

This is a way to understand Jesus’ words to his disciples 
this Sunday, when he says, “Don’t be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of 
the one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.” 
Fear, in this sense, refers to where we find our deepest 
identity and our highest love. That’s why Jesus says next 
that when we acknowledge him before others, he will 
acknowledge us before the Father. It doesn’t mean we’re 
brash or boastful. But rather we unhesitatingly and 
humbly embrace our identity as followers of Jesus and 
children of God the Father. After all, if we love who we are 
and where we come from, who cares what the other kids 
think about us?  

— Father John Muir 
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A Tour Continued:  Our Lady of Happy Meetings 
Continued From Last Week 

"Don't think I have come here to authorize your visions and 
illusions, and all the strange things that are being said about 
you and this place," the Vicar General said severely. "It is my 
conviction, as it is of everyone with any common sense, that 
your visions are false. Consequently, I am going to close 
down this chapel and prohibit the devotion. As for you, you 
have only to go back home." 
Following the Blessed Virgin's inspiration, the shepherd girl 
answered him: "Sire, although you command God each 
morning and make Him come down to the altar by the 
power you received when you became a priest, you have no 
commands to give His holy Mother, who does as She pleas-
es here." 
Impressed by these words, the Vicar General replied: "Well, if 
what people are saying is true, then pray to Her to show me 
the truth by a sign or a miracle, and I will do all that I can to 
accomplish Her will. But once again, be careful that these 
not be illusions and effects of your imagination to delude 
the people, or I will punish you severely to undeceive those 
who believe you. I will stamp out abuses with every means 
in my power." 
Benoite thanked him humbly and promised to pray accord-
ing to his intentions. Father Fraisse, the pastor of Saint-
Étienne, Judge François Grimaud and Father Pierre Gaillard 
were also questioned. The Vicar General, instead of closing 
down the oratory, made a detailed inventory and wrote out 
a lengthy report of his pastoral visit. He had planned on 
leaving that evening, but heavy downpours obliged him to 
remain for two more days. The Blessed Virgin had arranged 
it thus, so that he would witness a striking miracle. 
A well known woman of the area by the name of Catherine 
Vial had been suffering for the past six years from the con-
traction of the nerves in her legs: they were both bent back-
wards and seemed bound to her body, and no effort could 
separate them. Her case had been declared incurable by 
two eminent surgeons. Having come to Laus with her 
mother to make a novena, she was a pity to behold, 
crouched all day long in the chapel. Around midnight on 
the last day of the novena, she suddenly felt her legs relax 
and begin to move. She was cured. 
 
The next morning she entered the chapel under her own 
power while the Vicar General was saying Mass. Her pres-
ence caused quite a stir as the people exclaimed, "Miracle! 
Miracle! Catherine Vial is cured!" Moved to tears, Father 
Lambert had a hard time finishing his Mass. Father Gaillard, 
who was serving, wrote, "I am a faithful witness of all that 
occurred." And the Vicar General declared, "There is some-
thing extraordinary occurring in that chapel. Yes, the hand 
of God is there!" 
 
Father Lambert questioned the woman who had been 
cured and wrote out an official report of the miracle. Then 
he had everyone enter the chapel to sing the Te Deum and 
the Litany of the Blessed Virgin, and he named two young 
priests as chaplains at Laus: Father Jean Peytieu, who would 
die of exhaustion at the age of forty-nine after twenty-four 
years of ministry totally dedicated to souls, and Father 
Pierre Gaillard, who exercised an exemplary ministry there 
for fifty years as director of the pilgrimage. Father Barthele-
my Hermitte was named to serve as their assistant, which 

he did for twenty-eight years until his death. The Vicar Gen-
eral concluded by authorizing construction of the church as 
the Blessed Virgin had requested. 
 
The little Laus chapel, where more and more wonders were 
being wrought, could scarcely hold ten or twelve people. It 
became absolutely necessary to replace it with a bigger 
church. The construction and the financing of that church 
constitute part of "the wonders of Laus." 
 
Although there were no resources at all, construction was 
undertaken with great enthusiasm. It was above all the 
poor, the little people, who took up the challenge, made 
doubly difficult by often impassable access roads. The peo-
ple of the area and the many pilgrims who went up to Laus 
would take one or more stones from A vance stream and 
carry them to the construction site; even the children 
brought some of their own. Everyone wanted to donate 
something, whether materials or money. It took a year to 
gather all the necessary materials. Thanks to Father Gail-
lard's tenacity, the construction was built according to the 
indications Our Lady had given Benoite. To the great credit 
of those in charge, the chapel of Notre-Dame de Bon Ren-
contre was incorporated into the structure and became the 
choir of the new church. 

On October 7, 1666, Feast of the Holy Rosary, Father Gaillard 
laid the first stone of the building, and the Dominican Fa-
thers from Gap presided over a long procession of pilgrims. 
It was on that occasion that Benoite became a Dominican 
Tertiary. From then on she wore the tertiary veil and cape, 
and people began calling her "Sister Benoite." 
Father Gaillard directed the construction work. Benoite saw 
to everything and motivated the workers. She prepared 
their meals, prayed with them and spoke words of salvation 
to them on occasion, sometimes adding a useful word of 
advice to avoid accidents. As a result of this, throughout the 
entire duration of the construction, not a single blasphemy 
was heard and no accidents occurred. Within four years, the 
church was completed (1666-70). An early historian 
wrote, "The Church of Our Lady of Laus was built to 
the singing of psalms and hymns. The hands of the 
poor gathered its materials, donations dug its founda-
tions, Providence raised its walls, and confidence in 
God The earliest histo-
rians of Laus are unan-
imous in reporting the 
sweet, heavenly fra-
grance of the place; 
they mention it as a 
public occurrence to 
which a great number 
of people attested. 
These fragrances were 
sometimes so intense 
that their odor spread 
from the chapel all 
over the valley.  

To be Continued 

http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/litany102.htm
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PARISH EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 6/27- Adoration after Mass with Divine Mercy Chaplet  
            and Rosary for World Peace 
• 6/28– Adoration 2:00—5:00 pm 

APPROPRIATE ATTIRE:  
What dress would you wear when 
you are to meet an important 
person? You would wear 
something elegant, presentable 
and appropriate for the occasion. 
The Holy Mass is a divine moment 
and it is important to be well-
groomed and dressed 
appropriately with clean clothes. 
Modesty as well is a must. One 
cannot wear the same clothes for 
the Mass and for sports or for the 

beach. Help others to live the Mass 
well by living the virtue of modesty, 
avoiding to attract people with 
one’s inappropriate attire. It is a 
holy celebration –the 
commemoration of Christ’s 
Passion, Death 
and Resurrection- 
and your body is 
the Temple of the 
Holy Spirit, so 
cover it as it is 
only meant for 
your loved one. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Christ promises to acknowledge us 
before his Father if we will 
acknowledge him. In what ways 
are we called to acknowledge 
Christ today? In what ways are we 
tempted to deny him, to distance 
ourselves from him? 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 
First Reading: 
We hear how the prophet 
Jeremiah turned to God when he 
felt alone and attacked. What do 
you need to pray to God for this 
week? 
 
Second Reading: 
Paul taught that through the 
grace of God, Christ reversed the 
sin of Adam, which brought death 
to all. When have you felt God’s 
grace in your life? 
 
 
Gospel: 
Jesus encourages his disciples not 
to be afraid. What ae some fears 
you have that you could turn over 
to God? 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA  

Question: There are two different 
types of sin. What are they called? 

Answer: Venial sin and mortal sin 

Lectio Divina 

Question: 
What is Lectio Divina, and how is it 
associated with the Benedictine 
Monastic tradition, whose founder, 
St. Benedict, we honor on July 11?  
 
Answer: 
Benedict desired his monks to live 
in community, praying the Liturgy 
of the Hours together, 
contemplating sacred texts, and 
doing manual labor. The monks 
developed a technique to facilitate 
a spiritual and devotional reading 
of the Bible known as Lectio Divina, 
the holy reading of a text. This 
method encourages the reader to 
hear the biblical text with an open 
heart and focus on whatever God 
wants to highlight and then apply 
it to daily life. 

There are variations on Lectio 
Divina, but essentially, the 

technique consists of a three-step 
process of reflection. When the 
reflection is done with a group, the 
responses are shared by all the 
participants. Once the text is 
selected, it is read meditatively, 
and the following are then 
explored: a word or phrase that 
attracts you; how and where the 
content of this reading touches 
your life today; what you believe 
that God wants you to do during 
this coming week (month, year, 
lifetime). 

Thanks to Benedict, the Christian 
community has been gifted with 
this special way of entering into 
the biblical text. This week, use the 
Lectio Divina process on one of the 
readings for the coming Sunday 
and make a note of the life 
connections you are making. How 
is this reflection on the biblical text 
drawing you closer to God and 
others?                  ©LPi 

ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS 

Fall Dinner and  
Raffle information 

 
Fall Dinner September 17, 11-2 

Raffle drawing at 1:30 
 
Raffle tickets are ready and  
available for pick up in the back of 
the church.   
 
Sign up sheets for the Fall Dinner 
are also available.  



TIME TALENT TREASURE 4A 4B 

ST HELENA MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

ST. PATRICK MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Sunday  July 2 (10:30am)           
Lector  Pat 

Gift Carriers Kyle Glynn Family 

Altar Servers Alivia, Allen 

For the Month of  July 
Breakfast Server   

Collection Counters Ruby and Denny 

Church Cleaners Alana and Linda 

Altar Society Meeting None this month 

Advertiser of the Week 
ADT Home Security 

Thank your for supporting our bulletin! 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS      

Please Pray  
...for all who are sick, elderly or alone  
 

Joanne Brokaw, Loretta Dingwall, Cindy 
Kelly Heupel, Val Hunt, Carla Engelstad, 
Betty Hahne, Ashtyn Hatlewig, Marv 
Grueneich, Paul Brandenburger, Larry 
Ulmer. 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
added to, or removed from this list please call 
the parish office. 

God’s Gift Appeal 2023 
This is MY BODY that is for you 

Report as of  6-16-23 

St. Helena’s: $7500.    40.79% participation,   39.6% of goal   
St. Patrick’s: $10,925.  35.71% participation,   165.04% of goal 

Thank you for your support! 

WEEKLY GIVING 

July 1/2 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

Usher Volunteer Ivan Widhalm 

Collection  Rick Ulmer  
Ross Seefeldt 

Lector Volunteer Darell Wall 

EMHC  Darell Wall 

Gift Bearers Volunteer Carol F          
Rosemary 

Altar Servers  Annah 

Breakfast servers for July 

First one on the list contact the others 

July 2 No Coffee and Rolls 

July 16 Kathy M, Brenda H, Dina D,  
Gloria P 

Tues. June 27     

7:00 pm (St H) +Lloyd Brokaw 

Wed. June 28 

8:00 am (St H) Casey Durheim 

Thur.  June 29 

8:00 am (St H) +Greg and Marco Sullivan 

9:00 am (St P) +Don and Jean Glynn 

Fri. June 30 

8:00am (St H) +Edward Bright 

Sat. July 1 

5:00pm (St H) +Wilbur Bright 

Sun. July 2 

8:30am (St. H) +Phyllis Zvorak 

10:30am (St P) All Parishioners Sunday             June 18 

Adult $549.00 

Children $15.00 

Plate $55.00 

Total $619.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Hoven Funeral Chapel
300 1st St South

Ellendale, ND 58436

701-349-3233701-349-3233
www.hovenfuneralchapel.com

121 1st St N 
Ellendale, ND 58436

(701) 349-3244

Merxbauer-Maier Dental
Aberdeen, SD 
605-725-0800

New Patients and Emergencies 
Always Welcome

David Lee Merxbauer, DDS Taylor M. Maier, DDS  

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Rob Witte

 
rwitte@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2501

Thorpe Thorpe 
ExcavatingExcavating

8906 99th St SE8906 99th St SE

Ellendale, ND 58436Ellendale, ND 58436

701-320-5066701-320-5066


