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Thank you for accepting the call to serve God in this mission 
of building up the kingdom. This booklet is designed to give 

you a foundation with which to begin praying daily for 

priestly and religious vocations. You may keep this booklet as 

an aid and reminder to pray often asking the Father to call 

young men and women to serve Him.  

Please give the Vocation Cross a prominent place in your 

home where you will be reminded to pray daily for vocations 

in our parish, diocese and in the world. 

If you know anyone who shows interest in and has the 

qualities of being a religious brother or sister, or priest, 
please contact: Fr. Stephen Spencer, OSJ, of the Oblates of 

St. Joseph at (916) 652-6336 or email him: 

sspencer@osjusa.org;  

 or Father Guillermo Hernandez at the Office of Priestly and 

Religious Vocations, Sacramento Diocese (916)733-0258.               

Prayer for Vocations  

Heavenly Father, bless your church with an abundance of 

holy and zealous priests, deacons, religious brothers and 

sisters. Give those you have called to the married state 

and those you have chosen to live as single persons in the 

world the special graces that their lives require. Form us 

all in the likeness of Your Son so that in Him, with Him 

and through Him we may love you more deeply and 

serve you more faithfully, always and everywhere. With 

Mary and Joseph, we ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Day One

 

Eternal God,  

open wide the doors of our hearts  

to your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Help us, and all who desire to serve you, 

to know how to respond to your call. 

Through the gift of baptism you invite us 

to witness to the grace of your love. 

Bless all women and men 

whom you call to serve the church 

as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers. 

May they be bold and joyful witnesses 

to the presence of Your Incarnate Son, 

and to the breath of the Spirit in our world. Amen. 

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be  
 

 



Day Two  

 

Lord Jesus, as you once called the first disciples to make them 

fishers of men, let your sweet invitation continue to resound: 

Come, follow me!  

Give young men and women the grace of 

responding quickly to your voice. Support our bishops, 

priests and consecrated people in the apostolic labor.  

Grant perseverance to our seminarians and to all 

those who are carrying out the ideal of a life totally 

consecrated to your service.  

Awaken in our community a missionary eagerness. 

Lord, send workers to your harvest and do not allow 

humanity to be lost for the lack of pastors, missionaries 

and people dedicated to the cause of the Gospel.  

Mary, Mother of the Church, the model of every 

vocation, help us to say “YES” to the Lord Who calls us 

to cooperate in the Divine plan of salvation.  

—Pope John Paul II  

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be  



Day Three  

 

Creator God, life is your gift to me.  

Through baptism you invite me to share  

the gift of my life in service to others. 

Be with me as I choose each day  

to show your presence in our world. 

Give me the courage and generosity  

to respond to your love, to your call. 

I pray especially for those who serve  

you as religious priests, brothers and sisters,  

or members of secular institutes. 

Keep them close to you.  

Open the minds and hearts of other  

men and women that they may accept  

your challenge to build your reign.  

Amen. 

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be 



Day Four  

 

Loving Father,  

you give us life and invite us to share  

that life with others. 

Strengthen our hearts to be generous  

and open in your service. 

Send among us men and women  

who will consider life and ministry  

as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers. 

Give us leaders to challenge us  

and work with us in serving all your people. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, Your Son  

through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be 



Day Five  

 
 

God our life,  

through your Son Jesus Christ  

your promise of life brings joy to our hearts. 

May the grace of His resurrection  

guide our journey toward a life  

of self-giving service for the people  

who are most in need of your love. 

Bless our parish, the Diocese of Sacramento,  

the Oblate Priests, Brothers and Sisters of St. Joseph,  

and our families with young men and women  

who will selflessly share your love  

as priests or deacons, sisters or brothers. 

Help us to recognize and encourage  

the signs of your Spirit in our young people,  

whatever their vocation may be. Amen. 

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be  

 



Day Six  

 

O Jesus the Good Shepherd, seeing the people 

abandoned like sheep without a shepherd, you exclaimed, 

“The harvest indeed is great, but the workers are few,” 

and exhorted us to pray to your Divine Father to send 

laborers into his harvest. Graciously hear our prayer; and 

through the intercession of your Most Holy Mother 

Mary, of St. Joseph and of all the saints, send into your 

church true workers inflamed with zeal for the salvation 

of souls. 

Grant, O Lord, perseverance to those whom you 

have called to carry on the work of salvation. Send to the 

Congregation of the Oblates of St. Joseph and the 

Diocese of Sacramento young men filled with love for 

you and their brothers and sisters. This we ask of you by 

that Most Precious Blood which you shed for them and 

by the merits of Your Most Sacred Heart. Amen.  

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be  



Day Seven 

 

Jesus High Priest and Redeemer forever, we beg you 

to call our youth to your service as faithful priests and 

religious. May they be inspired by the lives of dedicated 

priests, brothers and sisters.  Give to parents the grace of 

generosity and trust toward you and their children so that 

their sons and daughters may be helped to choose their 

vocations in life with wisdom and freedom. 

Lord, you told us that “The harvest indeed is great 

and the workers are few. Pray, therefore, to the Lord of 

the harvest, to send laborers into His harvest.” We ask 

that we may know and follow the vocation which you 

have given us. We pray particularly for those called to 

serve as priests, brothers, and sisters; those whom you 

have called, those who you are calling now, and those 

you will call in the future. May they be open and 

responsive to the call of serving your people. We ask this 

thorough Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Closing Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be  

 



Additional Prayers  

Prayer to Our Lady of Sorrows for Vocations 
O Sorrowful Mother of our Redeemer, Queen of Vocations, 

great was the agony you felt at the passion and death of your Son. 

Much greater is the sorrow you have for the church founded by our 

Lord Jesus deprived of ministers who will spread your Son’s 

message. We beseech you to pray to your Divine Son to send many 

vocations to serve the church in the priesthood and religious life, 

especially in the Oblates of St. Joseph who serve God by imitating 

your spouse St. Joseph. Amen.  

Prayer to St. Joseph to Know One’s Vocation  
O Great St. Joseph, you were completely obedient to the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. Obtain for me the grace to know the 

state of life that God in His Providence, has chosen for me. Since 

my happiness on earth, and perhaps even my final happiness in 

heaven depends on this choice, let me not be deceived in making it, 

Obtain for me the light to know God’s Will, to carry it out 

faithfully, and to choose the vocation which will lead me to a 

happy eternity. Amen.  

Prayer to Know One’s Vocation  
Lord Jesus, up until now you have been quietly preparing me 

to be your disciple Now the time of preparation is ending I seem to 

hear you say to me as once to Peter, “Will you also go away?” You 

were saddened then by friends who failed you But Peter did not 

fail “Lord,” he said, “to whom shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life.” I stand with Peter. Through prayer and counsel, show 

me, Lord, where it is in your vineyard that you want me to serve. 

Then give me strength to be faithful. Mary, Mother and Model, 

help me to respond in generous love the call of your Divine Son. 

Amen. 



Common Prayers  

Our Father  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

Kingdom come. Thy Will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evi1 Amen. 

Hail Mary  

Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art 

thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the 

hour of death. Amen.  

Glory Be  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 
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